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V. Miscellaneous 

 

A. "War and Peace in the History of the United States." 15th Annual 

Conference of the Historians of the German Society for American 

Studies. Tutzing, February 19-21, 1993. 

 

The conference, which was organized by Wolfgang Krieger, brought 

together more than seventy scholars in the wonderful setting of the Bavarian 

countryside. After greetings from Krieger and Klaus Grosch, Ernest R. May 

delivered the keynote address on "War and Peace in American History." 

In the first session, "Fundamental Questions," Knud Krakau gave a 

paper on "War, Peace, and International Law: American Ambivalences," 

and Alfred Loesdau talked about a number of controversial matters related 

to war and peace in American historiography, especially after 1945. 

The second session focused on the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Mark Häberlein and Wolfgang J. Helbich discussed the role of German 

immigrants in the French and Indian War and the Civil War, respectively. 

Stig Förster spoke on the topic of industrialized people's wars, using the 

Civil War as an example. David Blight commented on the papers. 

Jürgen Rohwer opened the third session, "The Twentieth Century," with 

a paper on changes in American strategic planning from 1890 to 1945. Jan 

Heitmann presented his research on "The Engagement of German Merchant 

Submarines in World War L" Michael Wala then reviewed the military 

connections between the United States and Weimar Germany. One of the 

highlights of the day was the slide show that accompanied Gert Raeithel's 

paper on American GIs and the Vietnamese civilian population. Following a 

break for dinner, there was a roundtable discussion on "The 

Internationalization of the Journal of American History and the OAH" 

moderated by Willi Paul Adams. David Thelen, editor of the JAH, was a 

"special participant" at the meeting. 

The final session gave an overview of research in progress. Cornelia 

Wilhelm spoke about her project on loyalty problems of German-Americans 

between 1939 and 1945. Heike Bungert discussed the perception 
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of the Nationalkomitee Freies Deutschland and the Freie Deutsche Be-

wegungen by the United States from 1943 to 1955. Burghard Jähnicke 

presented his work on the German-American Mixed Claims Commission. 

Wolfgang Krieger concluded the conference with a paper on "The United 

States, the Nuclear Age, and What Next?" 

 Ulrike Skorsetz 

B. National Archives II: A Communication from Don W. Wilson, 

Former Archivist of the United States 

"Nothing endures but change," wrote Heraclitus some twenty-five centuries 

ago. All of us realize the wisdom that resides in these four words. Heraclitus 

might well have added that sometimes one must endure change itself. You 

and we, researchers and archivists, are facing a major change in how the 

National Archives serves its publics. This is because of the construction of a 

new main facility, commonly referred to as "Archives II." 

Preparations for the relocation to this new facility, the move itself, and 

adjustments to the research environment of Archives II will affect all of us 

for the next several years. Like many changes, this one has its unpleasant 

aspects. I am reminded of the construction signs that read "Short-Term 

Inconvenience, Long-Term Improvement." That message may not be very 

comforting when we are heading down an unfamiliar detour or waiting in a 

long line of traffic for a paver to do its work. But temporary annoyances are 

necessary for progress, whether that is a new highway or a new archival 

facility. The result, the largest and most modem archives in the world, will 

be well worth what researchers and archivists must endure to get there. I 

would like to share my enthusiasm for Archives II with you and describe 

some of those temporary annoyances. 

The National Archives and its users have for many years struggled with 

overcrowded and otherwise inadequate storage spaces, research rooms, 

offices, and public areas in a building that was erected almost sixty years 

ago. Despite our best efforts to keep up with growing needs, our holdings 

have been dispersed, working conditions for our staff members have been 

substandard, and our researchers have had to work under less than 

satisfactory conditions. The truth is that the National Archives has for years 

been unable to provide the kind of research environment for its increasing 

number of researchers that it should provide. 
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We who work for the National Archives feel this inadequacy as much as 

does the researcher who is squeezed into a research room or must wait 

awhile for a microfilm reader. 

Years ago, the National Archives concluded that no solution to this 

situation could be achieved at its 7th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue 

location. We ultimately chose, therefore, to construct an entirely new 

facility adjacent to the campus of the University of Maryland at College 

Park. Archives II, begun in October 1989, is less than a year away from 

completion. The outer construction is finished, interior partitions are mostly 

in place, the mobile shelving (all 520 miles of it) is being put into position, 

and equipment and furniture are being installed. The first National Archives 

staff members will relocate in the fall of 1993, and the initial records to be 

moved will be close behind them. 

Archives II will—for many scholarly researchers—largely replace the 

original National Archives Building in downtown Washington, D.C. With 

1.7 million square feet on six floors, the National Archives will be able to 

consolidate the archival records and staff members that have been housed at 

numerous sites in Virginia, Maryland, and the District of Columbia. Most of 

the civil records of the Federal Government (major exceptions are the 

records of Congress and the Supreme Court) and many military records will 

be transferred to Archives II. In addition, all nontextual and electronic 

records will be relocated there, along with conservation laboratories, 

research facilities, the Nixon Presidential Materials, and a large proportion 

of the archivists and other staff members of the National Archives. (Most 

family history records will remain in our existing building.) 

Among the many features of Archives II are a number of particular 

interest to researchers. There will be only one security checkpoint for access 

to all of the research rooms, which are clustered together in one part of the 

building. These rooms, I should add, look out over a pleasant, wooded vista. 

The addition of Archives II will mean far more seats, microfilm readers, and 

copying equipment than we now have. Archivists will have commodious 

places for consultations with researchers. A totally new Archival 

Information System for reference use will be installed. Free parking for 

hundreds of researchers and visitors, as well as a full-service cafeteria, will 

be provided. Archives II will be linked by shuttle bus to the adjacent 

University of Maryland and to the nearest Metro station. From a long-term 

perspective, we can also rejoice in the fact that records will be maintained in 

optimal conditions, in stack areas as secure from fire, physical deterioration, 

and 
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other risks as we can make them. And, with the additional space in the new 

building, the National Archives will be able to accession more records, more 

quickly, so that our holdings will begin to increase rapidly again. 

All in all, then, we at the National Archives look forward to a much 

happier state of affairs, for both researchers and the professionals who assist 

them. You will have a much-improved research environment. You will be 

able to do your research more efficiently. You will have more records 

available to you. And we can meet the standards that you—and we—expect 

the National Archives to meet. I am convinced we will achieve our goal of 

making Archives II the finest archival repository in the world. 

One consequence of the relocation to Archives II, of course, is that 

records to be moved have to be temporarily unavailable as they are readied, 

physically transported, and then reopened at Archives II. It goes without 

saying that the job of transferring and rearranging 1.3 million cubic feet of 

records cannot be handled all at once! Careful planning will enable us to 

take records out of use for only a short time-probably no more than six or 

eight weeks. Researchers planning a trip to use records in the National 

Archives should, therefore, be aware of the fact that records may be 

temporarily unavailable. We are publicizing as widely as possible our 

schedule for the move so that potential researchers are informed about it. I 

suggest that you write to Donn Neal at the National Archives, asking to be 

put on the mailing list for the Archives II Researcher Bulletin. When we get 

closer to the actual move, we will announce the telephone number of a 

recorded message with the latest updates. 

The move schedule calls for non-textual records (cartographic, motion 

picture, sound, videotape, still photography, and electronic records) to be 

transported first, between December 1993 and March 1994. Textual records 

will move, as complete record groups, in clusters that correspond to the 

major departments of the Federal Government. This portion of the move will 

extend through December 1995. (The attached chart lists when these clusters 

are expected to move.) Records in the National Archives have, in fact, 

already benefitted from the move, even though it is months away: our staff 

members have been working energetically to identify all the records the 

National Archives already holds; to rebox, preserve, and otherwise prepare 

records for transfer; and to design a new arrangement of records so that 

complementary holdings 
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can be brought together in the stacks. Naturally, all of this will benefit 

researchers, too. 

Through various newsletters and the other means I have mentioned, 

researchers will be able to tell when the specific record groups within the 

clusters will be moving to Archives II. I am sure that researchers are as eager 

as we at the National Archives are to have this period of transition behind us. 

What keeps us going is the knowledge that a far better research and working 

environment awaits us in Archives II. Good planning, a little patience, and a 

growing sense of anticipation should get the National Archives through this 

relocation. We appreciate the understanding of researchers who approach 

our move in that same spirit, and we look forward to the time when we can 

welcome you to Archives II. 

 Don W. Wilson 

TEXTUAL RECORDS MOVE BY CLUSTER 

Cluster Timeframe 

Interior  Jan.-Sept. 94 

Agriculture  Jan.-Oct. 94 

Transportation  Jan.-July 94 

Commerce  Feb.-Oct. 94 

Energy  July-Sept. 94 

Labor Sept. 94.-Apr. 95 

State/Foreign Relations  Sept. 94-Apr. 95 

General Government  Oct. 94-Apr. 95 

Justice Nov. 94-May 95 

Science  Dec. 94-Apr. 95 

Treasury Apr.-Dec.95 

EOP/Presidential Agencies  Apr.-June 95 

Health Apr.-July 95 

Modern Army  Apr. 95-Mar. 96 

Education  June-Sept. 95 

Air Force  July-Sept. 95 

Housing  Sept.-Oct. 95 

Defense Oct. 95-Mar. 96 

 

The move of classified records from the National Archives Building and WNRC 

to Archives II is planned for Sept. 94–Oct. 94. Nixon materials are planned to be 

moved from Pickett Street to Archives II between December 1993 and January 

1994. 
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NONTEXTUAL RECORDS MOVE TO ARCHIVES II 

Records Timeframe 

Cartographic Dec. 93-Jan. 94 

Motion Picture, Video  Jan.-Feb. 94  

Still Photography  Feb.-Mar. 94  

Electronic Mar. 94 

 

 

C. Announcement of GSA Annual Meeting 

 

The German Studies Association will hold its seventeenth annual conference 

in Washington, D.C., October 7-10, 1993, at the Hyatt Regency Bethesda. 

Those interested in attending the conference or learning more about the 

program should contact the program director, Prof. Kees Gispen, 

Department of History, University of Mississippi, University, MS 38677 

(tel.: 601-232-7148; fax: 601-232-7734; Bitnet: HSGISPEN-@UMSVM; 

INTERNET. HSGISPEN@VM.CC.OLEMISS.EDU.) 
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