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and the United States. Since the 1960s, the two countries have been facing similar 

problems in their education systems. To some degree, this phenomenon has led to parallel 

developments in both countries and mutual influences in their respective systems, as Ann 

Taylor Allen (Louisville) exemplified in her paper on the development of women's 

studies as an academic field in the United States and in Germany. Furthermore, the 

educational challenge posed by a large number of immigrants with varied cultural 

backgrounds affects Germans and Americans in much the same way. Gradually, the 

asymmetry, which characterized the relationship between America and Germany during 

the first decades after the war, gave way to a more balanced interchange of ideas. 

The concluding lecture, delivered by Paul-Ludwig Weinacht (Würzburg), provoked a 

lively debate. Weinacht described and explained the reeducation period and the recent 

changes in eastern Germany as two logically connected steps toward the Westernization 

of the German educational system. Some participants deplored that the Polytechnische 

Oberschule of the former German Democratic Republic will be "retransformed" into the 

traditional German three-tier system. This criticism and the appeal for a greater 

willingness to learn from the former GDR resounded with arguments brought forth after 

1945 against a wholesale transferral of the American model to Germany. 

The contributions to the conference will be published by the end of 1993. 

 

 Jürgen Heideking 

E. "Peopling the New World: The Transfer of Ideas, Customs, and Social 

Institutions from Central Europe to the Middle Colonies in the Seventeenth and 

Eighteenth Centuries." Pennsylvania State University, October 28-31, 1992. 

Conveners: John B. Frantz, Hartmut Lehmann, and Carola Wessel. 

The conference was organized by the German Historical Institute, with the support of the 

Fritz Thyssen Foundation, Cologne, and the Max Kade Institute for German-American 

Research at Penn State; it was cosponsored by the Institute for the Arts and Humanistic 

Studies, the Department of History, and the Department of German of The Pennsylvania 

State University. 
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The purpose of the conference was to consider a broader scope of research in the field 

of migration studies, which has, until recently, focused mainly on social and economic 

factors. Thirty scholars in the fields of history, linguistics, sociology, and geography from 

Germany and the United States discussed such aspects of migration as problems in 

communicating (for example, overcoming spatial and linguistic barriers), establishing 

communities (both secular and religious), and tolerating a variety of religions. The 

conference was structured by five main lectures, each followed by three comments and a 

discussion. 

In his opening address, Hermann Wellenreuther (Göttingen) argued that emigration to 

North America should be seen as part of the European migration experience and that the 

emigrants, because of an ongoing dialogue with the host culture, changed their own as 

well as the American culture. 

The first session dealt with the "Pathways of Communication." Thomas Müller (Halle) 

explored the problems of transatlantic communication as demonstrated in the 

correspondence between the Pietists in Halle and the Pennsylvania Lutherans. Günther 

Lottes (Regensburg) spoke about how the thin communication lines between Central 

Europe and the Middle Colonies led to an "encapsulated culture." Dietrich Denecke 

(Göttingen) analyzed the problems of infrastructure and physical means of 

communication. In another comment, Mark Häberlein (Freiburg) presented new research 

on ordinary emigrants and how they managed to use the channels of communication. 

Harald Kittel (Göttingen), in the second session, examined Benjamin Franklin's use of 

proverbs as an example of the "Contents of Communication." Rosalind Beiler 

(Philadelphia), on the basis of her research on the Wistar family, explained the 

multidirectional flow of ideas. Richard D. Brown (Storrs, Conn.) compared Franklin to 

other publishers and concluded that he served well the demand for books among the 

German population. James Hutson (Washington, D.C.) provided insights into the 

emigration of the Swiss. 

In the third session, "Establishing Communities," Marianne Wokeck (Indianapolis) 

focused on specific patterns in the various German-speaking settlements. Hans Medick 

(Göttingen) pointed out some differences between Germany and North America, 

particularly with regards to punishment for blasphemy, the importance of neighborhood 

relations, and demographic patterns. James A. Henretta (College Park, Md.) called for 

more research on the third generation of Germans in America, who had redefined the 

emigrants' original vision and created 
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a new type of society. Renate Wilson (Baltimore) described a group of Salzburgers in 

Georgia, who lived in an independent and self-contained enclave until the Revolution. 

Beverly Smaby (Clarion, Penn.), in the fourth session, focused on the Single Sisters' 

Choir of the Moravian settlement in Bethlehem as an example of "Forming Communal 

Life." Aaron Fogleman (Mobile, Ala.) gave a general overview of the Moravians and 

argued that, contrary to popular beliefs, they followed common patterns of emigrant 

community organization. E. Gordon Alderfer (Washington, D.C.), a Pennsylvania 

Dutchman, discussed other Germanic communes in early America. Carola Wessel 

(Washington, D.C.) described how Moravian missionaries like David Zeisberger were 

very successful in imparting their way of life to the Native Americans in the Ohio Valley. 

Session five concentrated on the topic of "Faith in the New World." A. Gregg Roeber 

(Chicago) provided the main lecture, in which he criticized the notion of a dichotomy 

between elite and popular religion in Jon Butler's "Transatlantic Problématique." Manfred 

Jakubowski-Tiessen (Greifswald) emphasized that religion, especially Pietism, cannot be 

defined along the lines of social classes. Patricia Bonomi (New York) agreed with Roeber 

that Germans did not defer Christianity until after the Revolution, as Butler maintained, 

and pointed out that religious leadership fell into the hands of lay people out of necessity. 

The lively discussions following the lectures and commentaries dealt with a number of 

issues. For example, the participants tried to define "German culture" and to determine 

the extent to which the emigrants had assimilated into American society. Problems of 

language and literacy were also discussed at length. In the concluding discussion, the 

participants suggested subjects for further research. 

The papers of this conference will be published. 

 Carola Wessel 


