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IV. The Friends of the German Historical Institute in Washington, D.C. 

 

Symposium on Transatlantic Cooperation in the Field of History 

 

The Friends of the German Historical Institute sponsored a symposium at the Institute on 

November 10, 1992, which had two general goals. The first was to assess what had been 

accomplished in the area of transatlantic cooperation in historical studies in the 1980s, to 

review the weaknesses as well as the successes of various programs. The second purpose 

was then to turn to a discussion of present and future needs and to hear reports on what 

resources are or will be available to historians on both sides of the Atlantic in the coming 

decade. 

The symposium brought together some thirty leaders from major funding 

organizations and scholars especially interested in the support of historical research 

abroad and the promotion of cooperation between historians in the United States and 

Germany. These issues were addressed in informative and insightful presentations by five 

panelists, offered from the perspectives of their respective organizations. The panelists 

were: Dr. Stanley Katz, Director, American Council of Learned Societies, New York; Dr. 

Jan Keppler, Director, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Washington, D.C.; Dr. 

Mary Jane Roberts, Deputy Director, Council for the International Exchange of Scholars, 

Washington, D.C.; Dr. Wedigo de Vivanco, Director, German Academic Exchange 

Service, New York; and Dr. Samuel Wells, Deputy Director, Woodrow Wilson 

International Center for Scholars, Washington, D.C. 

In summary, the outcome of the presentations and discussion was very sobering but, 

at the same time, also somewhat encouraging. It was sobering because sources for 

funding from the United States have been declining, and many participants expressed the 

view that there is a great need to make the case for continued and increased support for 

humanistic studies. On a more encouraging note, several funding organizations are 

actively promoting genuine collaboration between research partners on both sides of the 

Atlantic, and the Federal Republic of Germany has maintained a high level of financial 

support for research in history and the humanities. 

 Vernon L Lidtke, Chair 

 


