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I. Preface 

 

It is good news to report that two colleagues of the Institute have recently been named to 

professorships at German universities. Norbert Finzsch has been appointed to the Chair 

of Modem History, with special emphasis on American History, at the University of 

Hamburg, where he will succeed Günther Moltmann; and Stig Förster has just assumed 

the newly created position of Professur für Außereuropäische Geschichte at the 

University of Augsburg. Since the Institute's founding, three other research fellows have 

accepted posts at German and American universities: Hermann-Josef Rupieper is 

currently at Marburg and Jürgen Heideking at Tübingen, while Kenneth Ledford has 

moved on to Case Western Reserve in Cleveland. This indicates that the Institute has 

been successful in promoting the careers of younger colleagues. We are grateful for their 

help in the first crucial years of the Institute's existence. We should not deplore the 

discontinuity caused by their leaving but instead appreciate the opportunities that the 

Institute has created for them. 

Saying good-bye in this case also brings with it the anticipation of welcoming new 

staff members. On May 1, Daniel Mattern of the University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill will join our editing staff. As the successor of Kenneth Ledford, he will be 

responsible for the English-language monograph series. Ulrike Skorsetz of the University 

of Jena will join the Institute on May 15 as a research fellow. She will be the first scholar 

from the neue Bundesländer to become a member of the Institute. We look forward to 

working with both of them and hope to profit from their expertise. 

Aside from general Institute news, this issue of the Bulletin continues our series of 

reports on the experiences of scholars working in various archives, which we initiated in 

Bulletin No. 6. 
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