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III. Archive Reports 

A. The Dwight D. Eisenhower Center (Abilene, Kansas) 

In the middle of Kansas, about 150 miles west of Kansas City, lies Abilene, a town of 

6,000 people, where Dwight D. Eisenhower spent most of his youth. Approaching the 

end of his presidency, Eisenhower returned to Abilene to break ground for the Dwight D. 

Eisenhower Center, which collects and exhibits documentary evidence on Eisenhower, 

his army career, and his record as thirty-fourth President of the United States. The 

Eisenhower Center is hard to miss in Abilene, since it is a large complex consisting of the 

Visitors Center, the museum, the library, the Eisenhower House, and a place of 

meditation. The museum displays 25,000 items related to Eisenhower. A film based on 

the museum exhibition is shown in the Visitors Center. However, most important for 

studying the history of Eisenhower's military career and his presidency is the library, the 

part of the Eisenhower Center where most scholars will be headed. 

The Dwight D. Eisenhower Library is one of ten presidential libraries, one for each 

president since Herbert Hoover, that hold various documents on the presidents' public and 

private lives. The extensive collection of the Eisenhower Library, the support of its 

archivists, and the magnificent working conditions make this presidential library 

probably the best starting point for research on the Eisenhower administration. 

It is highly advisable to contact the library in advance with information on your 

research topic, your date of arrival, and the amount of time you are planning to spend in 

the library. This means, first of all, that one of the archivists will be prepared for you, 

having already searched for material related to your topic so you can get started more 

quickly and with ease. You will work with that same archivist during your research in 

Abilene. Another advantage of announcing your arrival is that you will obtain some 

information on the library, its contents, technical procedures such as photocopying, and 

scholarships and travel grants available through the Eisenhower Institute. (Application 

deadlines for the grants are at the end of February and the end of September. Contact the 

Eisenhower World Affairs Institute, 918 16th Street, NW, Suite 501, Washington, DC, 

20006, tel. 202-223-6710.) You will also be sent a list of places to eat and places to stay 

in Abilene, the latter of 



 8 

 

which start at only $40 a week for a room in the old and very simple (but unfortunately 

also a little depressing) Foster Hotel. Nevertheless, even in more up-scale places, a stay 

in Abilene is relatively inexpensive. For those who like to begin the day with a good 

breakfast, the Round-Up Cafe, which is close to the library, is recommended. 

The library is open for researchers from Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:45 

p.m., and on Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. by advance arrangement. The use of 

word processors and, unfortunately, noisy typewriters is generally permitted; tape 

recorders and private copying machines require permission of the research room staff. 

The holdings of the library cover manuscripts, microfilms, oral history interviews, and an 

audio-visual collection. The copying facilities in the reading room are very good, but 

documents must be checked by the research room staff before copying. In addition, the 

library provides microfilm, black and white photographic, and sound recording reproduc-

tions of its holdings upon request. 

The majority of scholars will probably spend most of their time reading manuscripts in 

the Eisenhower Library, so I will focus on the manuscript collection in this report. The 

ordering of manuscripts in the Eisenhower Library is a very convenient process, 

especially compared to the procedure in the National Archives in Washington, D.C. After 

the necessary documents have been located with the finding aids and the help of the 

archivist, they have to be ordered and pulled. The documents are stored and provided for 

you in boxes. The researcher is allowed to order a maximum of eighteen boxes at any one 

time, which are placed on one cart. The boxes must be ordered at the research room staff 

desk and are pulled within five to ten minutes. No documents may be requested on 

Saturdays, but a second cart can be put on hold for the weekend so that you will have 

enough material to work with. 

The manuscript collection of the library contains collections of personal papers 

ranging from Sherman Adams, Eisenhower's chief of staff, to Howard Young, an art 

dealer and personal friend of the president. In addition, the manuscript division covers 

numerous collections of U.S. Army papers, of the White House office, and of presidential 

committees and commissions, as well as several collections of federal records. The 

complete manuscript holdings add up to approximately 11,000 linear feet or 22,000,000 

pages. Consequently, the most important instruments for locating the right documents 

among this material are the finding aids. The finding aids are valuable guides, available 

for most of the collections, which explain the box-by-box and 
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folder-by-folder organization of the material. Though the finding aids are generally well-

structured and easy to handle, some of them will prove more helpful with further 

explanations by the archivists, for instance the White House Central Files of 

Eisenhower's presidential records (WHCF). The White House Central Files comprise 

about 2,200,000 available pages subdivided into five different categories and are the most 

extensive collection of the library, containing information on all major foreign and 

domestic issues during the Eisenhower administration. Another very rich file of the 

library is the Ann Whitman File, a collection of material from the president's office, 

which was maintained by his secretary, Ann Whitman. Eisenhower based his presidential 

memoirs, The White House Years, on the analysis of these documents. The Whitman File 

is subdivided into eighteen different series containing documents of different provenance. 

Of further interest, at least for those scholars dealing with Eisenhower's foreign policy, 

are the John Foster Dulles papers. Though a part of John Foster Dulles' documents are 

collected in the Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript Library at Princeton University, the 

Eisenhower Library holds most of the official material, such as the White House 

Memoranda Series. In addition, the Mudd Library in Princeton and the Eisenhower 

Library in Abilene have an agreement on the exchange of most of Dulles' documents, and 

Abilene also provides a finding aid to the Dulles papers in Princeton. 

Another major holding of the Eisenhower Library is a collection of more than three 

hundred oral history interviews. The majority of these interviews with people related to 

Eisenhower and his administration were recorded in the 1960s and 1970s by the 

Eisenhower Library in cooperation with the Columbia University Oral History Project. 

The oral histories provide especially valuable background information on the various 

interviewees as well as on their attitudes and relationships to Dwight D. Eisenhower and 

his administration. Except for some of the interviews held under special regulations, the 

oral histories can be taken out overnight or can even be ordered through interlibrary loan. 

In addition to the manuscript holdings and the oral history interviews, the Eisenhower 

Library possesses an extensive audio-visual collection. This collection consists of 

approximately 210,000 still photographs, 585,000 feet of motion picture film, and 2,298 

hours of audio recordings. Among the motion picture holdings is a film version of 

General Eisenhower's book on the American involvement in Europe in World War II, 

Crusade in Europe. If you want to work with the 
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audio-visual collection, a special archivist will help you find your way through the vast 

amount of material. 

Finally, I have to emphasize that the amount and variety of the material-from 

manuscripts to motion picture films-will make a stay in Abilene a success for almost 

every researcher on Eisenhower. What makes studying in the library so convenient is the 

support of the archivists and the library staff. Finally, after days of studying manuscripts 

and nights of reading transcripts of oral history, there is still Skidder's Bar with live 

music on Saturday nights. 

 Jürgen Martschukat 

 

The Dwight D. Eisenhower Library  

Abilene, KS 67410  

Tel. (913) 263-4751 

 

Jürgen Martschukat is a doctoral candidate in Anglo-American History at the University 

of Cologne. His dissertation topic is "The Nationalization of the Anglo-Iranian Oil 

Company in Iran, 1951–1954, and its Impact on the Anglo-American Relationship." After 

archival research in London, he has just completed a six-month research project in the 

United States. 

 

 

B. The Herbert Hoover Presidential Library (West Branch, Iowa) 

 

"Santayana rightly said: 'Those who do not remember the past are 

condemned to relive it.' These institutions are repositories of such 

experience-hot off the griddle." 

 

Herbert Hoover 

Dedication of Hoover Library 

August 10, 1962 

 

The institutionalization of presidential libraries took an important forward step with the 

opening in 1962 of this fourth depository and research archive of its kind. The Hoover 

Library houses the most extensive holdings of manuscripts and archival materials for 

scholars dealing with the period from the end of World War I to the New Deal. While the 

papers of Herbert Hoover form the most important collection of the library, they figure as 

only one in its array of approximately 125 archival compilations. Situated close to Iowa 

City in the small-town 


