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audio-visual collection, a special archivist will help you find your way through the vast 

amount of material. 

Finally, I have to emphasize that the amount and variety of the material-from 

manuscripts to motion picture films-will make a stay in Abilene a success for almost 

every researcher on Eisenhower. What makes studying in the library so convenient is the 

support of the archivists and the library staff. Finally, after days of studying manuscripts 

and nights of reading transcripts of oral history, there is still Skidder's Bar with live 

music on Saturday nights. 

 Jürgen Martschukat 

 

The Dwight D. Eisenhower Library  

Abilene, KS 67410  

Tel. (913) 263-4751 

 

Jürgen Martschukat is a doctoral candidate in Anglo-American History at the University 

of Cologne. His dissertation topic is "The Nationalization of the Anglo-Iranian Oil 

Company in Iran, 1951–1954, and its Impact on the Anglo-American Relationship." After 

archival research in London, he has just completed a six-month research project in the 

United States. 

 

 

B. The Herbert Hoover Presidential Library (West Branch, Iowa) 

 

"Santayana rightly said: 'Those who do not remember the past are 

condemned to relive it.' These institutions are repositories of such 

experience-hot off the griddle." 

 

Herbert Hoover 

Dedication of Hoover Library 

August 10, 1962 

 

The institutionalization of presidential libraries took an important forward step with the 

opening in 1962 of this fourth depository and research archive of its kind. The Hoover 

Library houses the most extensive holdings of manuscripts and archival materials for 

scholars dealing with the period from the end of World War I to the New Deal. While the 

papers of Herbert Hoover form the most important collection of the library, they figure as 

only one in its array of approximately 125 archival compilations. Situated close to Iowa 

City in the small-town 
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community of West Branch, where Hoover was born and raised, the library is located 

within the Herbert Hoover National Historic Site. 

Hoover lived a long and eventful life (1874–1964), as reflected in the nearly seven 

million pages of manuscript and printed materials on hand at West Branch. The Herbert 

Hoover papers include his general correspondence from 1895 to 1921 and information 

from his professional pursuits as an engineer. The bulk of Hoover's papers held at the 

Presidential Library are relevant to his post-World War I career as secretary of 

commerce, president of the United States, chairman of the two Hoover commissions, and 

elder statesman. Besides the corpus of official and private manuscripts, Hoover's records 

at the Presidential Library encompass various records of federal agencies, such as the 

President's Committee on the Conservation and Administration of the Public Domain 

(1918–1937) and the President's Commission for the Study and Review of Conditions in 

Haiti (1901–1930), which have been transferred from the National Archives. Since 

Hoover himself was a collector of documentary material, he also relocated a major 

portion of the Department of Commerce files for the years of his secretaryship (1921–

1929) to West Branch. This section of the Hoover papers is indispensable for research on 

the economic history of the United States for that period. None of the subgroups 

comprising the Hoover papers have been microfilmed, and the materials are therefore not 

available elsewhere. 

Most of the documents germane to Hoover's activities during World War I are located 

at the Hoover Institution of War, Revolution, and Peace in Stanford, California. This is 

the repository for archival resources and library holdings on Hoover's historical interests 

and especially for collections that concern World War I and its aftermath. Its holdings 

also contain Hoover's papers on the Commission for Relief in Belgium, the U.S. Food 

Administration, and the postwar American Relief Administration. Transcripts of some of 

the documents concerning World War I are also available in West Branch. 

Researchers interested in German historical materials for the interwar years and the 

post-World War II period will find a wealth of documents in the Hoover papers and in 

other collections kept at the Presidential Library. These include the papers of William R. 

Castle, Jr. (chief of the Division of Western European Affairs, Department of State, 

1921–1927; assistant secretary of state, 1927–1930; undersecretary of state, 1931–1933), 

Truman Smith (military attaché, Berlin, 1935–1939; German specialist, Military 

Intelligence Division, personal 
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adviser to General George C. Marshall), and Hugh R. Wilson (assistant secretary of state, 

1937; ambassador to Germany, 1938-1939). The German materials within the 

presidential papers range from American Relief Administration Bulletins (1919) to 

records dealing with issues of foreign commerce, reparations, war debts, and 

disarmament, the bulk of which refer to the years 1921-1933. Related collections, such as 

the Bourke B. Hickenlooper papers, shed light on German history and German-American 

relations after World War II. 

Other manuscript compilations relevant to Herbert Hoover include those of James H. 

Douglas (assistant secretary of the treasury, 19321933), Clark R. Mollenhoff 

(Washington reporter, 1950-1976; special counsel to the president, 1969-1970), [James] 

Westbrook Pegler (writer and journalist), Lewis L. Strauss (chairman of the Atomic 

Energy Commission, 1953-1958), Charles C. Tansill (historian), Francis White (chief, 

Division of Latin American Affairs, 1923-1927; assistant secretary for Latin American 

affairs, 1927-1933), Roy A. Young (governor, 1927-1930; president, Federal Reserve 

Board, 1930-1943), and many other friends, aides, assistants, and contemporaries of 

Hoover and his wife, Lou Henry Hoover (1876-1944). Her papers, also kept in West 

Branch, provide a wealth of information on her life and her activities in sports 

propagation and preventive health care. 

The manuscript materials unique to the Presidential Library are supplemented by 

photocopy and microfilm collections of the holdings of other repositories. There are 336 

interviews in the Herbert Hoover Oral History Program and related materials, as well as 

more than 39,500 still photographs and approximately 153,000 feet of 16mm motion 

picture films. Copious sound recordings accompany the written and visual records. 

Scholars who want to use these source materials should write to the 

library to apply for access and to obtain the guide, Historical Materials in the Herbert 

Hoover Presidential Library, compiled by Mildred Mather, Dale C. Mayer, and Dwight 

M. Miller (Herbert Hoover Presidential Library, National Archives and Records 

Administration, West Branch, Iowa, 1990). A few collections are restricted or closed 

pending processing, and information regarding their possible use should be obtained 

before visiting West Branch. Detailed finding aids are available for most records. A 

plenitude of information and practical assistance is provided by the archivists to an 

extent that I have rarely found elsewhere on my research trips. The library's staff can 

also furnish in advance information on lodging and transportation. 
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To encourage scholarship on the life and career of Herbert Hoover and national public 

policy during the Hoover period (1921-1933), the Hoover Presidential Library 

Association, Inc. (P.O. Box 696, West Branch, Iowa 52358) awards fellowships and 

grants to graduate and post-doctoral researchers. 

  

 Elisabeth Glaser-Schmidt 

 

Herbert Hoover Presidential Library P.O. Box 488 

West Branch, Iowa 52358 Tel. (319) 643-5301 

C. Archives in the New German Länder* 

 

East German archives are presently undergoing a period of profound change. Some have 

been or are in the process of being absorbed by federal or other major archives in order to 

reunite and consolidate collections that, as a result of World War II, were arbitrarily or 

coincidentally separated. Access to the Stasi files is now governed by a federal law, but 

other questions of highest concern still need to be settled, such as where the records of 

the Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands (SED), the former state party, will remain 

and under whose custody. The same is true for the archives of mass organizations like the 

unions of the Freier Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund or the Freie 

*These observations are based on the Institute's correspondence with German archives and the 

following materials: Joachim Gauck, Die Stasi-Akten: Das unheimliche Erbe der DDR, bearbeitet von 

Margarete Steinhausen und Hubertus Knabe (Reinbek bei Hamburg, 1991); Friedrich Beck, "Archive und 

archivalische Quellenlage in den neuen Bundesländern zur zeitgeschichtlichen Forschung," in Der Archivar 

44 (1991):411-28; Friedrich P. Kahlenberg, "Das Bundesarchiv nach dem 3. Oktober 1990," in ibid., 525-

36; Mitchell G. Ash and Ulrich Geyer, "The Current Situation in the Archives of the New German States," 

in Arbeitskreis Nachkriegsgeschichte–Newsletter 3 (Winter 1991):2-5; John Connelly, "Working in the 

East German Archives," in ibid., 6-7; "Gesetz über die Unterlagen des Staatssicherheitsdienstes der 

ehemaligen Deutschen Demokratischen Republik (Stasi-Unterlagen-Gesetz, StUG) vom 20. Dezember 

1991," in Bundesgesetzblatt, Teil I, Nr. 67 (December 28, 1991); and recent articles in various German 

newspapers and magazines. 


