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To encourage scholarship on the life and career of Herbert Hoover and national public 

policy during the Hoover period (1921-1933), the Hoover Presidential Library 

Association, Inc. (P.O. Box 696, West Branch, Iowa 52358) awards fellowships and 

grants to graduate and post-doctoral researchers. 

  

 Elisabeth Glaser-Schmidt 

 

Herbert Hoover Presidential Library P.O. Box 488 

West Branch, Iowa 52358 Tel. (319) 643-5301 

C. Archives in the New German Länder* 

 

East German archives are presently undergoing a period of profound change. Some have 

been or are in the process of being absorbed by federal or other major archives in order to 

reunite and consolidate collections that, as a result of World War II, were arbitrarily or 

coincidentally separated. Access to the Stasi files is now governed by a federal law, but 

other questions of highest concern still need to be settled, such as where the records of 

the Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands (SED), the former state party, will remain 

and under whose custody. The same is true for the archives of mass organizations like the 

unions of the Freier Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund or the Freie 

*These observations are based on the Institute's correspondence with German archives and the 

following materials: Joachim Gauck, Die Stasi-Akten: Das unheimliche Erbe der DDR, bearbeitet von 

Margarete Steinhausen und Hubertus Knabe (Reinbek bei Hamburg, 1991); Friedrich Beck, "Archive und 

archivalische Quellenlage in den neuen Bundesländern zur zeitgeschichtlichen Forschung," in Der Archivar 

44 (1991):411-28; Friedrich P. Kahlenberg, "Das Bundesarchiv nach dem 3. Oktober 1990," in ibid., 525-

36; Mitchell G. Ash and Ulrich Geyer, "The Current Situation in the Archives of the New German States," 

in Arbeitskreis Nachkriegsgeschichte–Newsletter 3 (Winter 1991):2-5; John Connelly, "Working in the 

East German Archives," in ibid., 6-7; "Gesetz über die Unterlagen des Staatssicherheitsdienstes der 

ehemaligen Deutschen Demokratischen Republik (Stasi-Unterlagen-Gesetz, StUG) vom 20. Dezember 

1991," in Bundesgesetzblatt, Teil I, Nr. 67 (December 28, 1991); and recent articles in various German 

newspapers and magazines. 
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Deutsche Jugend. Since the number of counties (Kreise) in East Germany will be 

reduced, some county archives are likely to be closed, and the survival of a large number 

of archives of formerly state-owned businesses or collective combines that the 

Treuhandanstalt is now dissolving, decentralizing, or privatizing is likewise in question. 

While some East German archivists may have welcomed the end of the restrictive user 

policy that was prescribed for decades by the Staatliche Archivverwaltung of the East 

German Ministry of the Interior, the new openness and easier accessibility of the archives 

confronts them with new problems. During the last one-and-a-half years, the growing 

number of researchers revealed the limitations of archival facilities, particularly of their 

reading rooms and technical equipment, and the mounting number of inquiries regarding 

legal and property questions, especially rehabilitation and expropriation matters, greatly 

increased the workload of the archives' personnel. An additional task will be the 

compilation of new or updated inventories and finding aids. 

The former Zentrales Staatsarchiv, Dienststelle Potsdam, has been integrated into the 

Bundesarchiv and now forms its Sections III and V (Deutsches Reich, 1867/71-1945, and 

Deutsche Demokratische Republik, 1945/49-1990, respectively). Thus, the records of 

most of East Germany's central governmental agencies have become part of the holdings 

of the Bundesarchiv. Exceptions are the records of the East German Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs, which have been acquired by the Archiv des Auswärtigen Amts, and those of the 

Nationale Volksarmee, which for the time being are under the custody of the 

Bundeswehr. All of these source materials will remain in Berlin. Although they are not 

presently available for research, they will eventually be accessible in accordance with the 

federal law governing the archives and the 30-year rule. The Bundesarchiv has also 

absorbed the Staatliches Filmarchiv der DDR and now possesses 125,000 documentary 

and feature films. The Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz will soon receive the holdings of 

the Zentrales Staatsarchiv, Dienststelle 2, in Merseburg. They will then once again be 

deposited in the Prussian Geheimes Staatsarchiv, where they were kept until 1945. 

The Federal Commissioner for the Records of the State Security Agency (Stasi) of the 

former GDR (Bundesbeauftragter für die Unterlagen des Staatssicherheitsdienstes der 

ehemaligen Deutschen Demokratischen Republik) has custody of its files. They are stored 

in the central archives of the former Ministerium für Staatssicherheit in 
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Berlin and in regional archives in the former district capitals of Rostock, Schwerin, 

Neubrandenburg, Magdeburg, Potsdam, Frankfurt/Oder, Erfurt, Halle, Leipzig, Cottbus, 

Dresden, Suhl, Gera, and Chemnitz. Access to these files is governed by a special law, 

the so-called Stasi-Unterlagen-Gesetz, which the Bundestag passed on December 20, 

1991. According to this law, the Stasi records will be available for research-with the 

exception of documents of inter- or supranational organizations and foreign countries that 

the Stasi had in its possession, if the Federal Republic is bound by international treaty to 

protect their confidentiality. Also excepted will be secret West German documents, East 

German court and attorneys' records, files on agents of West German or Allied 

intelligence services, and documents on methods and techniques of intelligence 

gathering, counter intelligence, and terrorism, but only if the Federal Minister of the 

Interior decides in each case that the disclosure of a document would be detrimental to 

Germany's national security. Administrative and policy records of the Stasi not 

containing personal information (i.e. Sachvorgänge) will be open to researchers, as will 

be copies of personal records from which names have been deleted (Personenvorgänge). 

Personal records of former Stasi officials or beneficiaries and of personalities of 

contemporary historical interest (Personen der Zeitgeschichte) will also be accessible. 

The 30-year rule will not apply to the Stasi files, but documents will only be available for 

research after they have been screened. This of course will take some time, since the Stasi 

archives contain more than 540 million feet of material. 

The Stasi files will be crucial for any scholar dealing with the history of the GDR, 

although if viewed isolated from the SED party records, these files will not even allow 

for an adequate analysis of the history and functioning of the Ministerium für 

Staatssicherheit itself. The task of this ministry was to safeguard the absolute political 

power of the SED, and it was set up accordingly by resolutions of the party's Politburo 

and directives of its Central Committee. But all these basic documents are in the SED 

archive, which is still administered by the SED's successor organization, the Partei des 

Demokratischen Sozialismus (PDS). The Central Party Archive (Zentrales Partei-Archiv, 

ZPA) is located in the Institut für die Geschichte der Arbeiterbewegung in Berlin, the 

former Institut für Marxismus-Leninismus. Since the largest amount of SED party records 

can hardly be separated from state records, and since decisive documents are more likely 

to be found in the SED Central Committee files than in the records of GDR ministries, 
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a partial change in the ownership of the SED archive in favor of the Bundesarchiv or the 

East German Landesarchive is quite probable and may take place in the near future. 

Personal papers, however, including the important papers of Walter Ulbricht, Otto 

Grotewohl, and Wilhelm Pieck, which were donated to the SED archive, are unlikely to 

be removed from the ZPA's collections. The current access situation is rather 

complicated: sometimes the 30-year rule is applied, sometimes there is no time limit, 

sometimes no access is allowed at all, and sometimes finding aids are withheld. How a 

change in ownership will affect the accessibility of the records is as yet uncertain. 

The East German state archives, following long-suppressed federative principles, 

readopted their traditional name Landeshauptarchiv in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, 

Brandenburg, and Saxony-Anhalt; in Dresden and in Weimar, they reclaimed their old 

designations Sächsisches Hauptstaatsarchiv and Thüringisches Hauptstaatsarchiv. Each 

Land also maintains a number of Staats- or Landesarchive. For the four-and-a-half 

decades from 1945 to 1990, their holdings consist of two large record groups: the records 

of the Länder governments on the one hand, and the files of the fifteen district (Bezirk) 

administrations (including East Berlin), which were established after the Länder were 

abolished in 1952, on the other. 

The records of the Länder include the papers of the Länder assemblies that were 

elected in 1946. Minutes of their sessions and committee meetings reflect the intense 

conflicts over land reform and collectivization, expropriations, and de-Nazification in the 

early postwar period. Particularly telling are the files of the ministers president. From 

1948/49 onward, they show the ever-increasing tendency to strengthen the Communist 

central power to the disadvantage of the Länder governments. They also provide insight 

into the deep changes brought about by the KPD/SED and the Soviet Military 

Administration (SMAD), which transformed the East German anti-fascist-democratic 

society into a socialist one. Of special interest in this context are the orders of the SMAD, 

which are otherwise only available in the archives of the former Soviet Union, where 

they once were or still are classified as top secret. 

Other collections include the correspondence between the Länder governments and 

the German central administrations, the predecessors of the GDR ministries; the files of 

the so-called Auswärtige Abteilungen, which were in charge of the official relations 

between the East 
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German Länder and the three Western zones; and the very important records of the 

Länder ministries of the interior, which, as levers of power, were controlled by 

Communist functionaries who made the decisions about personnel and were responsible 

for the fundamental changes in the East German economic, legal, and educational system. 

Interestingly enough, there are no records in these files on the unconstitutional abolition 

of the East German Länder and the establishment of the districts, which was planned and 

carried out by the ministries of the interior. Records from the plebiscite in Saxony in 

1946, which are also in this collection, reveal how the Soviet-German stock companies 

were founded, which, under the pressure of the occupying power, transferred 

economically crucial heavy industry plants from German to Soviet-dominated ownership, 

but no material could be found on the enormous East German reparation payments to the 

Soviet Union. There is hope, however, that some Länder provenances may be recovered 

from the files of the Central Office for Reparations (Zentrales Amt für Reparationen) and 

the East German ministries. 

The archival materials of the district administrations (1952-1990) form the second 

highly significant record group in the East German Landes- and Staatsarchive for the 

history of the GDR. The administrations of the districts and the counties were 

subordinate agencies of the centralized state. It was their obligation to carry out the 

directives of the Council of Ministers and the party leadership. For this reason, their 

records present themselves in far greater uniformity than the records of the Länder, and 

their informational value is secondary compared to the holdings of the SED party 

archive. These administrations were characterized by a large number of specialized 

divisions; for instance, internal affairs, economics, agriculture and forestry, commerce, 

transport, finance, culture, education, and public health. The chiefs of these divisions 

formed a council, and the minutes of the council meetings are the most important records 

of the districts and counties. Although the councils had to deal with a broad spectrum of 

issues, their concern with economic matters grew steadily with the increasing pre-

eminence of the planned economy. The minutes of their meetings also contain indirect 

information on key political decisions, while the corresponding primary documents were 

kept in the secret files of the central authorities and destroyed periodically. They reflect, 

in many ways, the uprisings in the GDR on June 17, 1953, and in Hungary in 1956, as 

well as the measures that were taken on August 13, 1961, to seal off East from West 

Berlin, culminating in the construction of the 
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Berlin Wall. Finding aids, usually in the form of card indices, make this record group 

accessible. It is available for research, but rules for the protection of personal data and the 

30-year rule apply. 

One more component of the holdings of the Landes- and Staatsarchive should be 

mentioned: the records of the socialized industries and state-owned businesses. These 

will be of utmost importance to the scholar of the GDR's economic and social history. 

While several thousand business archives were established in 1950, only a limited 

number have survived. These include the records of the Carl-Zeiss-Jena company; 

shipyards on the coast of the Baltic Sea; heavy machinery businesses; mining companies 

and chemical combines of the potassium industry in Saxony-Anhalt, Saxony, and 

Thuringia; the metallurgical and petrochemical combines on the Oder; the lignite and 

energy combines in Lusatia; and the textile industry in Saxony. They are complemented 

by archival materials of state-owned farms and forest enterprises. It is important to note 

that the records of banks and other financial institutions are missing. 

Since the Akademie der Wissenschaften (Academy of Sciences) and the Akademie der 

Künste der DDR (Academy of Arts of the GDR) are currently being dissolved, the future 

status of their archives is uncertain. They may either be divided between existing 

institutions, like the manuscript divisions of the two branches of the Prussian State 

Library and the Academy of Arts, or they may be turned over to a future Academy of 

Sciences in Berlin. There are no indications that the status of university archives will be 

changed, but they are more accessible now than they were before 1989. 

Over the past one-and-a-half years, the German Historical Institute has continued its 

efforts to acquire inventories and finding aids of East German archives. For its general 

reference section, the library was able to obtain copies of Friedrich Kahlenberg's 

Deutsche Archive in West and Ost: Zur Entwicklung des staatlichen Archivwesens seit 

1945 (Düsseldorf, 1972); Lexikon Archivwesen der DDR (Berlin, 1979); Taschenbuch 

Archivwesen der DDR (Berlin, 1970); and a special inventory on Albert Einstein in Berlin 

1913-1933: Regesten der Einstein-Dokumente in Archiven der DDR (Berlin, 1979). 

Among the inventories of state archives (the titles of the publications refer to the 

archives' former names) are Übersicht über die Bestände des Deutschen Zentralarchivs 

Potsdam; Spezialinventar des Staatsarchivs Potsdam zur Geschichte der bürgerlichen 

Parteien and Verbände in Deutschland bis 1945; and inventories of the 

Brandenburgisches Landeshauptarchiv in 
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Potsdam (from its beginnings until 1945), the Sächsisches Landeshauptarchiv and its 

subordinate Landesarchive, and the Landesarchiv in Rudolstadt. An inventory of the 

Deutsche Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin may be consulted at the Institute, as 

well as the Handbuch 1982-1986 of the Academy of Arts and finding aids for a number 

of its literary holdings, among them the papers of Arnold Zweig, Leo Weismantel, and 

Willi Bredel. Also available is an inventory of the papers of Friedrich von Schiller in the 

Goethe- and Schiller-Archiv in Weimar. 

The Institute has also purchased inventories of the city archives of Bitterfeld, Erfurt, 

Haldensleben, Lauenburg/Elbe, and Weimar; if unpublished, they were kindly 

photocopied by the archives. The city archive of Leipzig, one of the largest municipal 

archives in Germany, deserves special credit. It provided the Institute with a complete set 

of photocopies of its typewritten finding aids, which amount to more than 2,000 pages. 

They include an inventory of Johann Sebastian Bach's papers at the archive; a list of 

sources on the history of the book trade and censorship in Leipzig from the sixteenth to 

the nineteenth century; finding aids to sources on the impact of the French Revolution in 

Leipzig, 1789-1805; the city's occupation by French troops in 1806; events of the war in 

1813; the state of unrest in Leipzig in 1830/31 and 1845 as well as the revolutionary 

events in 1848/49; finding aids to records of the city's bureau of criminal investigation, 

1810-1852, its trade and industry court, 1863-1927, and its merchants' court, 1904–1927; 

and, finally, finding aids to the records of the assembly and council of the city of Leipzig 

and its districts (Stadtverordnetenversammlung and Rat der Stadt Leipzig, 1945-1970, 

and Stadtbezirksversammlungen and Rat der Stadtbezirke, 1957-1970). 

The Institute is preparing a second, enlarged edition of its Guide to Inventories and 

Finding Aids of German Archives and, as much as possible, will pay special attention to 

the published as well as unpublished material of East German archives that was not 

available at the time when the guide's first edition was compiled. 

 Axel Frohn 
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Addresses: 

Bundesarchiv  

Potsdamer Str. 1  

W-5400 Koblenz 

 

Bundesarchiv/Militärarchiv  

Wiesentalstr. 10 W-7800  

Freiburg i.Br. 61 

 

Bundesarchiv/Abteilungen Potsdam  

Berliner Str. 98-101  

O-1500 Potsdam 

 

Politisches Archiv des Auswärtigen Amts  

Adenauerallee 99-103  

W-5300 Bonn 

 

Geheimes Staatsarchiv  

Preußischer Kulturbesitz  

Archivstr. 12-14  

W-1000 Berlin 33 

 

Geheimes Staatsarchiv  

Preußischer Kulturbesitz  

Abteilung Merseburg  

König-Heinrich-Str. 37  

O-4200 Merseburg 

Bundesbeauftragter 

für die Unterlagen des Staatssicherheitsdienstes 

der ehemaligen Deutschen Demokratischen Republik  

Glinkastr. 35 

O-1086 Berlin 

Sächsisches Hauptstaatsarchiv  

Archivstr. 14 

O-8060 Dresden 

Landeshauptarchiv Magdeburg  

Hegelstr. 25 

O-3010 Magdeburg 
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Landeshauptarchiv Potsdam  

Sanssouci-Orangerie  

O-1500 Potsdam 

 

Landeshauptarchiv Schwerin  

Graf-Schalck-Allee 2  

O-2700 Schwerin 

 

Thüringisches Hauptstaatsarchiv  

Marstallstr. 2 

O-5300 Weimar 

 

Landesarchiv Berlin  

Straße des 17. Juni 122  

W-1000 Berlin 12 

 

Institut für die Geschichte der Arbeiterbewegung  

Zentrales Parteiarchiv 

Wilhelm-Pieck-Straße  

O-1040 Berlin 


