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I. Preface 

 

The German Historical Institute celebrated the official opening of its new building at 

1607 New Hampshire Avenue on October 2, 1991. To mark the occasion, greetings were 

delivered by Bundesminister Dr. Heinz Riesenhuber, head of the Federal Ministry of 

Research and Technology, the main source of support for the Institute; Professor Dr. 

Hans-Ludwig Schreiber, Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Volkswagen Foundation, 

which purchased and renovated the building; and Dr. Samuel R. Gammon, Executive 

Director of the American Historical Association. Professor Dr. Wolfgang J. Mommsen, 

the Vorsitzender des Verbandes der Historiker Deutschlands, presented the main address 

entitled "The Return to the Western Tradition: German Historiography since 1945." 

While the greetings appear in this issue of the Bulletin, along with brief accounts of the 

conferences that the Institute sponsored or co-sponsored in 1991, Professor Mommsen's 

lecture will be published as the fourth issue in our Occasional Papers series. 

During the meeting of the Institute's Academic Advisory Council on November 1, 

1991, the Council's Chair, Professor Dr. Erich Angermann, announced his resignation. 

On November 2, 1991, the Council elected Professor Dr. Rudolf Vierhaus as his 

successor. I would like on this occasion to express our sincere gratitude to Professor 

Angermann for his extremely important help and for the sacrifices he made in setting up 

the Institute. We wished that Professor Angermann's health would have permitted him to 

head the Institute's Academic Advisory Council much longer, but hope nevertheless that 

he will remain a member of this body for some time so that we may continue to profit 

from his experience, his expertise, and his scholarship. Let me also add that we are very 

grateful to Professor Vierhaus for accepting the task of leading the Institute's Academic 

Advisory Council. We look forward to working with him. 

 

Hartmut Lehmann 

Washington, D.C. 
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