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about the Israeli and Claims Conference delegations in Wassenaar. He mentioned the 

crucial role of the U.S. government, but stressed that the primary responsibility for seeing 

through what in German is termed Wiedergutmachung rests on Germany, the German 

people, and how the leadership of Germany will proceed in meeting its responsibility for 

a unique, tragic chapter of history. 

The proceedings of this symposium have been published in the Institute's Occasional 

Papers series (No. 2) and are now available upon request. 

 Axel Frohn 

B. "In and Out of the Ghetto: Jewish-Gentile Relations in Late Medieval and Early 

Modern Germany." University of California, Los Angeles, May 9–11, 1991. Co-

sponsored by the Center for Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Studies at the 

University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). Conveners: John Brewer, R. Pochia 

Hsia, and Hartmut Lehmann. 

 

During the 1920s and with renewed emphasis after 1945, much attention was paid to the 

history of Jews in Germany since the Enlightenment. It was a deep commitment for many 

historians to understand and explain the tragic path that led from the emancipation of the 

Jews to the Holocaust. For a long time, much less work was done on the history of Jews 

in Germany in earlier periods, particularly the period between the late Middle Ages and 

the Enlightenment. It was only in the past two decades that several historians set out to 

explore the various aspects of Jewish life in early modem Germany. As these historians 

had never met to discuss the results of their research, it was a challenge to bring them 

together. 

From May 9 to May 11, 1991, thirty specialists in the fields of history, sociology, 

religious studies, linguistics, literature, and folklore came from the United States, Canada, 

Great Britain, Israel, and Germany to participate in the conference "In and Out of the 

Ghetto: Jewish-Gentile Relations in Late Medieval and Early Modem Germany" at the 

William Andrews Clark Memorial Library of UCLA. The conference was jointly 

sponsored by the Center for Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Studies of UCLA, the 

Committee for Jewish Studies at UCLA, the Center for Medieval and Renaissance 

Studies of UCLA, the Department of History of UCLA, and the German Historical 
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Institute in Washington, D.C. Planned and organized by John Brewer (Center for 

Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Studies, UCLA), R. Po-chia Hsia (Department of 

History, New York University), and Hartmut Lehmann (German Historical Institute, 

Washington, D.C.), the program consisted of six sessions. Jacob Katz (Hebrew 

University, Jerusalem) delivered the keynote lecture. 

The speakers in the first session explored the topic "Jewish Cultural Identity and the 

Price of Exclusiveness: The Legacy of the Middle Ages." In this session, Alfred 

Haverkamp (University of Trier) presented new research on Jewish quarters in medieval 

German towns. Christoph Daxelmüller (University of Regensburg) discussed the 

relationship between Jewish popular culture and German popular culture primarily in the 

eighteenth century. Otto Ulbricht (University of Kiel) explained Jewish criminality and 

the punishment of Jews and further demonstrated how Jewish cultural identity in the 

Holy Roman Empire was shaped by external as well as internal factors. 

Focusing on the social stratification of Jewish communities in central Europe, the 

speakers in the second session examined wealth, social and geographical mobility, and 

patterns of urban and rural settlement, thus contributing to our understanding of the social 

and economic structure of German Jewry from the fifteenth to the eighteenth centuries. 

While Michael Toch (University of Jerusalem) concentrated on problems of social 

stratification, Stefi Jersch-Wenzel (Historische Kommission, Berlin) described the 

Jewish professions. Unfortunately, Natalie Zemon Davis (Princeton University) was 

unable to present her paper on "German-Jewish Women." 

The speakers in the third session discussed those places aside from the ghetto in which 

Jews and Gentiles established contacts and learned from each other. Examples of Jewish-

Gentile contact and relations in the pre-emancipation period were related by Paul Wexler 

(Tel Aviv University), who analyzed the relationship between Rotwelsch and Yiddish; 

Yacov Guggenheim (Hebrew University, Jerusalem), who described the role of the 

"Schalantzjuden"; and Robert Jütte (Robert Bosch Foundation, Stuttgart), who 

explained the precarious relationship between Jewish physicians and their Christian 

patients. 

The images, prejudices, and ideas by which German Jews were characterized in early 

modern discourse on religious, economic, and intellectual matters were themes of session 

four. Amos Funkenstein (UCLA) discussed the various ways in which Jews were 

dehumanized and diabolized by non-Jews since the twelfth century. R. Po-chia Hsia 
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argued that factual change in money-lending practices had no impact on the polemics 

against the "usurious Jew." Miri Rubin (Oxford University) commented on the 

desecration of the sacred Host that had been allegedly committed by Jews. 

Patterns of authority and the limits of toleration were discussed in session five. 

Rotraut Ries (University of Münster) depicted the political and economic considerations 

that led German territorial princes to tolerate Jews. The same question was examined by 

Friedrich Battenberg (Darmstadt) regarding ecclesiastical territories. Christopher R. 

Friedrichs (University of British Columbia) followed suit for the imperial cities, 

devoting special attention to Frankfurt, Worms, and Hamburg. 

In each session, a distinguished scholar served as commentator; included were 

Theodore K. Rabb (Princeton University), Gershon D. Hundert (McGill University), 

Deborah Hertz (State University of New York at Binghamton), Carlo Ginzburg 

(UCLA), and Thomas A. Brady (University of California, Berkeley). Their comments 

made clear that in the pre-emancipation period, Jews had close enough contact with 

Christians for intensive interaction, while at the same time they seemed far enough apart 

to inspire the imagination of Christians, with the result that strange and very often hostile 

images were produced. Such themes were further explored in the concluding session, 

which was devoted to the conference's overall theme, and in which Jonathan Israel 

(University College, London), Richard H. Popkin (UCLA), Mack Walker (Johns 

Hopkins University), and Hartmut Lehmann attempted to draw some more general 

conclusions. The complete collection of papers and the comments will be published in the 

Institute's series with Cambridge University Press. 

 Hartmut Lehmann 

 

 

C. "Chosen People Themes in Western Nationalist Movements, 1880–1920." 

Washington, D.C., June 13–16,1991. Co-sponsored by the Divinity School of Harvard 

University with the support of the Gerda Henkel Foundation and the Lilly 

Endowment. Conveners: William R. Hutchison and Hartmut Lehmann. 

Although the roles of economic, social, and political factors in modern nationalism have 

been studied extensively, the influence of religion, with very few exceptions, has been 

almost totally ignored. Furthermore, 


