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University, Berlin) commented on James H. Moorhead's (Princeton Theological 

Seminary) paper on the United States and on Hartmut Lehmann's study of the German 

case. In session two, Hana Arie-Gaifman (New York University), Silke Lehmann 

(Washington, D.C.), and Ulrich Gäbler (University of Basel) commented on papers by 

Paul Mendes-Flohr (Hebrew University, Jerusalem) about Jews and Zionism, André 

DuToit (University of Cape Town) on the Afrikaners, and Albert J. Raboteau 

(Princeton University) on African Americans. In session three, Andrew Walls 

(University of Edinburgh) presented the British case, Alf Tergel (Uppsala University) the 

Swedish case, and Ulrich Gäbler the Swiss case, while Steve Mitchell (Harvard 

University), Reginald Ward (University of Durham), and Knut Aukrust (University of 

Oslo) served as commentators. In session four, Thomas Kselman (University of Notre 

Dame) spoke on France and C. C. O'Brien (Dublin) on Ireland. Caroline Ford (Harvard 

University) and Reinhard R. Doerries (University of Erlangen) offered comments. The 

concluding session resulted in a most lively discussion in which we attempted to draw 

some general conclusions. The papers and comments will be published in the Harvard 

Theological Studies. 

 Hartmut Lehmann 

D. "Continental European Migration and Transcontinental Migration to North 

America." Bremerhaven, August 15–18, 1991. Co-sponsored by the Labor Migration 

Project of the University of Bremen. Conveners: Dirk Hoerder and Jörg Nagler. 

 

The European demographic shockwaves of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 

caused tremendous changes in the respective national economies and hence affected the 

political, social, and cultural development of these societies. Only in the last two decades 

have migration historians begun to interconnect the various European migratory streams 

of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries with transcontinental migration to North 

America and attempted to link their findings into a coherent theory and methodology. We 

are, however, still far away from an approach that would allow us to finally understand 

these complex processes of migration in a holistic way. One way to start is with a 

comparative approach in an attempt to analyze why various people migrated and under 

what circumstances, and what the images of their new destination were. It may then be 

possible to 
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identify the common denominators as well as the differences in the process of migration. 

These were only some of the issues that the conference, held in Bremerhaven on 

August 15–18, 1991, attempted to address. Fifty-five speakers and discussants from six 

different countries participated. The conveners were Dirk Hoerder of the Labor 

Migration Project at the University of Bremen, and Jörg Nagler of the German Historical 

Institute in Washington, D.C. As indicated in the title, the conference was dedicated to 

exploring a new concept of world migration systems and the various forms of 

acculturation within this process. The conference considered the cultures of origin as well 

as those of the recipient societies and led to some important findings through the 

comparative social history approach. Five major components structured the conference 

and subsequently led to the following sessions: "A Concept of Migration in the Atlantic 

Economies" (Walter Nugent, University of Notre Dame; Leslie Page Moch, University 

of Michigan-Flint; Dirk Hoerder, University of Bremen; Samuel Baily, Rutgers 

University); "Cultures of Origin: Influence on Migrant and Changes because of 

Outmigration" (Kerby Miller, University of Missouri; Julianna Puskas, Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences, Budapest; Adam Walaszek, Jagiellonian University/Pave, 

Cracow; Marianna Knothe, Jagiellonian University/Pave, Cracow); "Cultures of Origin: 

The Germanies" (Rainer Mühle, University of Rostock, Uwe Reich, Brandenburgische 

Landeshochschule; Axel Lubinski, University of Rostock); "German Internal Migration 

before 1914" (James Jackson, Point Loma College, San Diego; Horst Roessler, 

University of Bremen; Karl M. Barfuß, Hochschule Bremen; Silvia Schraut, University 

of Mannheim); "Women in the Process of Migration" (Donna Gabaccia, Mercy College, 

Dobbs Ferry, NY; Suzanne Sinke, University of Minnesota; Deirdre Mageean, 

University of Maine; Joy Lintelman, Concordia College, Moorhead, MN; Sibylle 

Quack, German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C.); "Processes of Acculturation in 

Europe and North America: Interethnic Comparisons" (David C. Hammack, Case 

Western Reserve University; Nancy Green, School for Advanced Studies in the Social 

Sciences, Paris; Dorota Praszalowicz, Jagiellonian University/Pave, Cracow; Monika 

Blaschke, University of Bremen). 

In the first session of the conference, Walter Nugent, Leslie Page Moch, and Dirk 

Hoerder presented encompassing papers in which they established the conceptual and 

systematic framework for a world system of migration wherein migration in the Atlantic 

economies and the 
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regional European migrations are but one part of a complex, worldwide process. The 

individual papers that followed revealed new perspectives on and dimensions in the 

approach to understanding the changes that occur in both the culture of origin and the 

culture of arrival that are caused by migration. These findings included an often neglected 

aspect of migration history: the influence of return migrants on their home culture. 

Among others, Marianna Knothe addressed this issue in her presentation, "The Influence 

of Polish Return Migrants in Their Villages." Her research is based on an oral history 

project organized by the Jagiellonian University/Pave in Cracow. Another relatively 

little-researched dimension of the migration process is the gender aspect; that is, the role 

of women and gender relations and the ways in which migration might have transformed 

certain traditional patterns. 

The conceptualization of systems of migration has progressed considerably in the last 

decade, but the questions of how to integrate the findings of different social, economic, 

political, and cultural systems still remain to be answered. It should be mentioned in this 

context that this important issue of how to develop a coherent, methodologically sound 

system of migration will be further discussed at the next annual meeting of the Social 

Science History Association. 

A public panel discussion chaired by Klaus J. Bade (University of Osnabrück) 

entitled "Refugees, 'Guestworkers' and 'Foreign Germans'. A Country of Immigration!" 

addressed the current situation of minorities and immigrants and their integration into 

German society. The pivotal political question of how Germany could deal with the 

expected massive influx of migrants from lesser-developed economies stimulated a lively 

discussion among the participants. By means of historical and theoretical references, it 

was possible to place this problem into a broader context, revealing a current conceptual 

lack of knowledge of how to cope with this problem. The participants agreed that there is 

much to learn by examining models of immigrants who are being integrated into a 

receiving society such as the United States. 

The unusually extensive media coverage for an academic conference of this kind 

demonstrated the high degree of public interest in learning from historical migratory 

processes and their possible application to our present situation. 
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The papers presented at the conference will be published by the German Historical 

Institute and Cambridge University Press under the title: "Cultural Transfer: German 

Migrations in a Comparative Perspective." 

 Jörg Nagler 

 

E. "Political Philosophy. The Influence of German Emigrants on American Political 

Thought after World War II: Hannah Arendt and Leo Strauss." University of 

Colorado, Boulder, September 11–13, 1991. Conveners: Peter Graf Kielmansegg and 

Horst Mewes. 

 

Panelists and papers presented: 

Bonnie Honig, "'In the Beginning All the World was America': Hannah Arendt and the 

Quest for Political Space." 

Helmut Dubiel, "Hannah Arendt and the Theory of Democracy." Ernst Vollrath, "Hannah 

Arendt: A German-American Jewess Views the U.S.A.-and Looks back to Germany." 

George Kateb, "Remarks on Arendt and Democracy." 

Timothy Fuller, "Reflections on Leo Strauss and American Education." Jürgen Gebhardt, 

"Leo Strauss. The Quest for Truth in Times of Perplexity." 

Alfons Söllner, "Leo Strauss. German Origins and American Impact." Robert B. Pippin, 

"The Modern World of Leo Strauss." 

 

The conference treated a major theme in the German Historical Institute's work on the 

history of German emigration to the United States, that of the work and impact of 

German refugee scholars in the United States. It thus covered questions that had been 

previously raised at a conference organized by the Institute in December 1988 on the 

topic "German-Speaking Refugee Historians in the United States from 1933 to the 

1970s," and at the same time enlarged the field of inquiry by adding to it the subject of 

political theory as an area of German scholarly influence in the United States. The 

proceedings focused on the work of the political philosophers Hannah Arendt and Leo 

Strauss, who, although they differed strongly from one another, both had an important 

influence on contemporary political philosophy in the United States. Arendt publicized 

her thoughts on the pursuit of participatory freedom and on a great variety of questions 

concerning contemporary political 


