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IV Institute News 

II. Tour of German Archives 

A. Report of Summer Program 1991 

 

This year's Summer Program took place from June 2 to July 3, 1991, and was made 

possible by a grant from the Volkswagen Foundation. The twelve participants were 

students of German history from various universities in the United States and Canada. 

The program consisted of two parts: 

 

I. German Handwriting Course in Wolfenbüttel 

 

The three-week summer course at the Herzog-August-Bibliothek in Wolfenbüttel lasted 

from Sunday, June 2, until Friday, June 21, 1991. In the morning members of the library's 

staff introduced the students to German handwriting from the Middle Ages to the 

twentieth century. Each participant received a copy of passages from documents and 

diaries and then took turns reading sentences and paragraphs. On occasion the students 

were asked to read additional texts as homework. 

The Herzog-August-Bibliothek has rich holdings, especially in the early modern 

period. The participants were introduced to the organization of a German research library 

and to bibliographical aids. They were also able to conduct independent research on their 

own projects. 

Another aspect of the program included lectures by German professors from Göttingen 

and Braunschweig on their specific fields. Professor Dr. E. Hinrichs spoke on 

"Historische Demographie anhand von Kirchenbüchern," Professor Dr. H. Wellenreuther 

on "Göttinger Stadtgeschichte," and Dr. H. Medick on "Die 'Fiktion des Faktischen' in 

der Darstellung der Geschichte am Beispiel der sogenannten Laichinger Hungerchronik." 

In addition, the students were able to take part in various cultural events that had been 

organized for them by the Herzog-August-Bibliothek. The Summer Program proved to be 

an excellent opportunity for the students to get to know other American students of 

German history and to discuss their projects. A visit to the Niedersächsisches 

Staatsarchiv in Wolfenbüttel served as a first introduction to German archives. 

 

 Carola Wessel 
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II. Tour of German Archives 

The tour to selected German archives intended to give an introduction to the history and 

organization of German archival repositories and to prepare the participants for future 

research and teaching assignments in German history. The archives visited were selected 

as important examples of central archives, provincial archives, city archives, and non-

state archives, as well as university and business archives. Each visit comprised a lecture 

given by the archivists about the specific history and holdings of each archive and a 

discussion of particular problems of archival work and research. In addition, the 

participants discussed their research topics as a group and were given an opportunity to 

examine selected archival records and finding aids pertaining to their own research 

interests. The visits to archives located in the former German Democratic Republic 

focused on the tasks facing these institutions in collecting and preserving the historical 

records of state institutions and political parties. 

The following is a list of the archives visited: 

Bundesarchiv Koblenz 

Politisches Archiv des Auswärtigen Amtes  

Historisches Archiv der Stadt Köln  

Historisches Archiv der Friedrich Krupp GmbH  

Bundesarchiv Abteilungen Potsdam  

Geheimes Staatsarchiv Preußischer Kulturbesitz 

Manuscript Division of the Staatsbibliothek Preußischer Kulturbesitz  

Sächsisches Staatsarchiv Dresden  

Stadtarchiv Dresden 

Sächsisches Staatsarchiv Leipzig  

Archiv der Universität Leipzig 

Zentralstelle für deutsche Personen- und Familienstandsgeschichte, Leipzig 

The next summer tour of German archives will visit archives located in southern 

Germany. Students interested in archival research in Germany and in the history and 

organization of German archives should write to the Institute for further information. 

  

 Elisabeth Glaser-Schmidt 
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B. Announcement of Summer Program 1992 

 

The German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., is pleased to announce its 1992 

Summer Program for North American graduate students of German history. The program 

is made possible by a grant from the Volkswagen Foundation. The 1992 program will 

begin on Monday, June 1, 1992, and last until Wednesday, July 1, 1992. It consists of 

two parts: 

 

I. German Handwriting Course in Wolfenbüttel 

 

The first part of the 1992 program is a three-week summer course at the Herzog-August-

Bibliothek in Wolfenbüttel, lasting from Monday, June 1 to Friday, June 19. The 

purpose of the course is to 

 

 introduce young North American scholars of German history to 16th-19th century 

German handwriting; 

 provide an introduction to the organization of research libraries and archives in 

Germany; 

 enable participants to conduct independent research on their own projects in the 

substantial holdings of the Herzog-August-Bibliothek (which are richest for the early 

modern period); and 

 refresh participants' knowledge of biographical aids and early modern Latin, if they 

are interested. 

 

II. Tour of German Archives 

 

The second part of the Summer Program consists of a tour of archives and research 

libraries in southern Germany; it will last from Sunday, June 21 to Wednesday, July 1. 

Its purpose is to introduce North American students of German history to the 

organization of the various kinds of German archives (national, state, city, private). 

Although the exact itinerary has not yet been determined, the 1992 tour will include 

archives ranging from the Bundesarchiv in Koblenz to the Bayerisches Hauptstaatsarchiv 

in Munich. At each archive, staff members will introduce their facilities and holdings. 

While participants may have some time for individual investigation, the tour should not 

be mistaken for a research grant. 

The program is limited to 12 participants. The grant includes round-trip airfare to 

Germany (economy class, tourist rate), transportation within Germany, hotel 

accommodations (double occupancy), and 
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a per diem for main meals. In Wolfenbüttel, accommodations will be in hotels, pensions, 

or dormitories (single or double occupancy). 

Applicants who are students of early modern German history and who wish to 

participate in both parts of the program will be given preference. 

Applicants must hold a bachelor's degree and have a working knowledge of 

conversational and written German. A letter of application, a curriculum vitae, a one-

page (double-spaced) description of the dissertation topic or research interest, and two 

letters of recommendation should be sent to the Director, German Historical Institute, 

1607 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W, Washington, DC, 20009, no later than January 

15, 1992. Successful applicants will be notified by March 1, 1992. 

 

 

C. Fall 1991 Lecture Series 

 

The following lectures were presented at the German Historical Institute during the fall 

season. All lectures held at the Institute are open to the public. 

September 26: Gregg O. Kvistad, University of Denver, "The German State as 

Institution: Citizens Challenge Civil Servants." 

 

October 11: Sir Michael Howard, Yale University, "The Franco-Prussian War, 1870–

1871, in Historical Perspective." 

 

October 21: Horst Dippel, University of Kassel, "1871 versus 1789: German Historians 

and the Ideological Foundations of Imperial Germany." 

 

November 14: Marion E. Deshmukh, George Mason University, "Painting and Politics in 

Imperial Germany." 

 

November 19: David W. Sabean, Cornell University, "Flagging Texts: Ritual Gesture in 

Early Modern Bureaucratic Prose." 

 

December 3: Arno J. Mayer, Princeton University, "Ideology and Contingency: Violence 

and Terror in the Epochs of the French and Russian Revolutions." 
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December 13: John Higham, The Johns Hopkins University, "The Future of American 

History." 

 

 

D. Scholarship Information 

The German Historical Institute offers scholarships to doctoral students working on 

topics related to the Institute's general scope of interest. Applications for 1993 should be 

sent to the Director no later than June 15, 1992, and should contain the following 

information: 

 curriculum vitae; 

 detailed plan of study, including research proposal, time frame needed to carry it 

out, and locations in the United States to be visited; 

 letter of recommendation from the doctoral advisor. 

 

Americans applying for these scholarships should be working on topics of German 

history for which they need to evaluate source material located in the United States. 

 

 

E. 1992 Conferences 

The Institute will sponsor the following scholarly conferences in 1992: 

 

"On the Road to Total War: The American Civil War and the German Wars of 

Unification, 1861-1871." Washington, D.C., April 1–4, 1992. 

 

"Culture and Politics in Germany in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries." 

Washington, D.C., May 1992 (during the German Arts Festival). 

"The Prerogative of Confinement: Social, Cultural, Political, and Administrative Aspects 

of the History of Hospitals and Carceral and Penal Institutions in Western Europe and 

North America, 1500–1900." Washington, D.C., June 6–9, 1992. 

"Mutual Influences on Education: Germany and the United States in the Twentieth 

Century." Tübingen, June 18–20, 1992. 
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"Peopling the New World. The Transfer of Ideas, Customs, and Social Institutions from 

Central Europe to the Middle Colonies in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries." 

Pennsylvania State University, October 28–31, 1992. 

 

Conference participants are selected by invitation.  

F. Library Report 

 

In 1991 the library collection reached 10,000 volumes on German history and German-

American relations. The library subscribes to 200 periodicals. Back-issues of periodicals 

have been given priority in the acquisition. 

In addition to new releases, the library has tried to buy out-of-print books and was able 

to acquire a complete set of the volumes of the Marx-Engels-Gesamtausgabe (MEGA) 

that have been published so far. 

We are happy to report that the library is frequented increasingly by students and 

researchers from the local universities. We have also been able to provide reference 

services to numerous telephone inquiries from institutions and private individuals. 

G. Staff Changes 

 

Anne Hope, Research Associate, will leave to pursue graduate studies in library 

sciences at Brigham Young University. 

 

We welcome two new staff members to the Institute: 

 

Christine Welter, Library Associate, born in Dahn (Rhineland-Palatinate), 1961. 

Studied German and English literature in Tübingen and at the University of Virginia. 

M.A., 1987; Staatsexamen, 1988. Assistant to the German/Dutch Specialist in the 

European Division of the Library of Congress, 1989; German Language and Culture 

Instructor at the Foreign Service Institute, Department of State, 1989–1991. 

 

C. Petra Hauck, Receptionist, born in Frankfurt, 1957. Apprenticeship in retail 

management and buying, 1973–76, Frankfurt am Main. Completed Executive Training 

Program, Garfinckel's, 1986. Fragrance 
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and Cosmetics Department Manager, Garfinckel's, 1986–90; Branch Buyer, Garfinckel's, 

1989–90; Manager, Pavo Real Gallery, Georgetown, 1990. 

H. White Rose Exhibition 

From October 28 until December 18, 1991, an exhibition on "The White Rose" is 

being shown at the German Historical Institute, 1607 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 

This exhibition was a joint effort by the White Rose Foundation, the Goethe-Institut 

Washington, and the German Historical Institute. At the official opening of the exhibition 

on October 28, 1991, the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany in the United 

States, H. E. Dr. Jürgen Ruhfus delivered greetings, as did the Chairman of the White 

Rose Foundation, Franz J. Müller. Professor Peter Hoffmann, McGill University, 

Montreal, spoke on "The Second World War, German Society and Internal Resistance to 

Hitler." At a special seminar on October 29, 1991, witnesses of the time, including Freya 

Countess Moltke, were interviewed by Peter Hoffmann. On November 12, 1991, Dr. 

Sybil Milton, Resident Historian of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, gave 

a lecture on "The Limits of Resistance in Nazi-Germany." In addition, the Goethe-Institut 

showed the film "Weiße Rose" by M. Verhoeven and organized a seminar for teachers on 

the topic, while the German Historical Institute organized several guided tours through 

the exhibition for high school students of the Washington metropolitan area. 

 


