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I. Preface. 

 

 

Ever since the historians of the German Democratic Republic left the 

Verband der Historiker Deutschlands in the late 1950s, relations between 

historians from the Federal Republic of Germany and the GDR have been 

difficult. The number of contacts was small, and in the meetings that did 

occur the exchange of ideas was overshadowed by the ideological positions 

that the historians of the GDR were expected to represent, and which they 

very often seemed to represent with conviction. Moreover, until recently 

German historical institutes abroad had been put by the-SED on a so-called 

black list, which meant that historians from the GDR were not allowed to 

visit or have contact. At the same time, American history was almost totally 

ignored in universities and the academy of sciences in the GDR, and, 

characteristically enough, some historians at Jena and Leipzig who had 

begun to work in the field of American history in the past two decades were 

not included in the SED-Reisekader and thus were forced to study the 

history and culture of a country that they had never been able to visit. 

Since November 9, 1989, these and other restrictions are a matter of the 

past. Since October 3, 1990, the mandate of the German Historical Institute 

in Washington also encompasses the task of supporting historians in the 

universities of the former GDR, just as we are to help those American 

historians who have a research interest in the history of the former GDR or 

who want to conduct research in the archives or libraries situated there, that 

is in the federal states of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Sachsen-Anhalt, 

Thüringen, Sachsen, and Brandenburg. Therefore, we are preparing a second 

edition of our Guide to Inventories and Finding Aids of German Archives 

(Reference Guide No. 2) in which the archives of the former GDR shall be 

included. 

Furthermore, with the help of the Federal Ministry of Research and 

Technology, we have been able to invite three historians from the GDR, one 

senior colleague from Jena and two doctoral students from Leipzig, whose 

field is American history but who had never before been to America. 

Although they can be with us only for a few weeks, these visiting fellows are 

very important for us. We can engage with them in 
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discussions about matters that we were able to witness only from a distance; 

moreover, we hope that their visit marks the beginning of our contribution to 

the process of rebuilding the field of history in the universities of the former 

GDR. 

This issue of our Bulletin focuses on the conferences carried through by 

the Institute in 1990, and contains, as always, various other important pieces 

of information. 

Washington, D.C., October 1990  Hartmut Lehmann 

  


