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II. Institute News. 

 

 

A. Research Fellowships for Visiting Scholars. 

 

As announced in Issue number 6 of the BULLETIN, the Volkswagen Foundation has 

awarded a grant jointly to the German Historical Institute in Washington, D.C., and the 

American Institute for Contemporary German Studies of the Johns Hopkins University to 

support three research fellowships annually. The fellowships are open both to historians 

and political scientists, and recipients will spend up to one year as Fellows of both 

institutions while carrying out a research project in the field of postwar German history, 

especially the period 1945–55. Each year one fellowship will be granted to a "Junior" 

applicant, that is, someone who possesses a recently-conferred Ph.D. degree; one will go 

to an "Advanced" applicant, one who is working on a second substantial project, 

equivalent to a German Habilitand/in; and one will go to a "Senior" applicant, that is, one 

who has completed a second substantial research project, the equivalent to a German 

Privatdozent/in and above. 

Applications for academic year 1991–92, during which fellowships must begin 

between April 1, 1991, and October 1, 1991, should be sent to the Director of the German 

Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., 1607 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., 

Washington, D.C. 20009, no later than January 1, 1991, together with a current 

curriculum vitae, a list of publications, a project description (no longer than ten (10) 

typed, double-spaced pages), and a maximum of three letters of recommendation. 

 

 

B. Alois Mertes Memorial Lecture. 

 

Information as to the invitation for applications for the first Alois Mertes Memorial 

Lecture, announced in the Spring 1990 BULLETIN (Issue No. 6), will be forthcoming in 

the Spring 1991 BULLETIN (Issue No. 8). 

 

 

C. Special Conference Report. 

 

From time to time, one of the Research Fellows attends a conference whose subject is 

so timely, so closely related to the Institute's research focus, and whose participants so 

clearly should be made known to a wider audience that a special conference report is 

appropriate. In March 1990, Dr. Sibylle Quack attended the innovative conference in 

Bremen which she describes here. 
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New Research on Women in the Migration Process. Bremen, March 24–25,1990. 

 

On March 24–25, 1990, a conference dealing with new research projects on women 

in the migration to the United States, Europe, South America, and Africa was held at the 

Department of History of the University of Bremen. Initiators of the conference were 

Christiane Harzig and Monika Blaschke from the University of Bremen. Harzig heads 

and Blaschke participates in an international project on Swedish, Irish, Polish, and 

German women emigrants to Chicago, which is connected with the Labor Migration 

Project at the University of Bremen. 

The invited speakers were mostly younger researchers from history departments of 

several German universities who discussed the results of their scholarly investigations 

into the acculturation process of women in different countries in the nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries. 

As many speakers emphasized, this approach to immigration history is by far less 

common in German history departments than it is in the United States. While German 

research has addressed all kinds of economic, ethnic, and religious aspects of emigration 

and immigration, it has minimized migrant women's experiences by perpetuating 

stereotypes such as the tradition-keeping housewife and mother. 

As Agnes Bretting (Hamburg) noted, there are several important studies which focus 

on immigrant women in different ethnic groups in America (e.g., Gabbaccia, Yans-

McLaughlin, Diner) and in the labor market and in unions (Hareven, Dickinson), most of 

them written by American authors. But with the exception of Diner's book on Irish 

women, those studies do not deal much with the living conditions of women in their 

countries of origin. Bretting pointed out that autobiographical sources—besides church 

records, statistics, and demographical studies, which can provide objective data on the 

living conditions—could help to answer questions of the motives behind the decision to 

leave the home country as well as women's expectations and wishes as they came to 

America. Did German women migrants in the nineteenth century simply follow their 

husbands, fathers, or brothers, or did they make their own decisions? Why did they 

leave? Would a better approach be to measure their success in the new country against 

their wishes and dreams? 

Taking as an example the diaries and letters of five women who had emigrated 

between 1836 and 1893 from Germany to the United States, to both rural and urban 

areas, Bretting showed how different personal backgrounds influenced the women's 

hopes and decisions and also their attitudes and thinking in their acculturation process in 

America. 
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Bretting then suggested that the most common motive for German women to 

emigrate was the search for an improved economic situation, which they believed could 

only be found in the United States. Their motive in leaving was not so much the wish to 

become more emancipated or to attain more personal freedom, but primarily the desire 

to change their economic status, Bretting argued, although there were of course 

exceptions, such as women like Franziska Anneke, whose life was then described in a 

lecture by Anette Bus (Bremen). 

The observation that economic motives were decisive for women's emigration from 

Germany was certainly true in the cases of German Dienstmädchen, who emigrated as 

young unmarried women to the United States in the nineteenth century, although 

Abenteuerlust played a role as well. Silke Wehner (Münster) gave an insight into both 

their motives in leaving the homeland, and their process of acculturation in the United 

States. Wehner argued that for many women theposition as Dienstmädchen was a 

transitional stage to becoming housewives and mothers. She pointed out how important 

this experience was for the acculturation of these mostly very young women: Living in 

with American families, they learned American customs very rapidly. They later on 

passed them on to their daughters, taking an active part in the acculturation process of the 

German-American family. Very early, daughters began to choose occupations in fields 

other than domestic service in much larger numbers than their mothers. Thus, Wehner 

criticized one-sided pictures of immigrant women as victims of migrations, clinging to 

tradition and unable to adapt to the new country. Her talk showed how important it is to 

analyze experiences of women in different life situations and not to generalize. 

Irene Haeberle (Berlin) pointed out in her talk on Frauenvereine in the United States, 

1870-1930, that it is necessary to focus on women as citizens even in a time when they 

had fewer civil rights than men. She showed how immigrant women from Germany 

organized their lives, taking part as active members of the ethnic communities through 

their own organizations. Frauenvereine were hardly mentioned in studies on German-

American communities, which focused on male-dominated organizations. Haeberle also 

suggested that research on women's organizations could provide an approach to women 

in the public sphere, whereas recent studies of ethnic women's history research have 

mainly emphasized the private sphere of women. 

How did the German-American press deal with women? Monika Blaschke (Bremen) 

analyzed women's pages and women's magazines, which began when Franziska Anneke 

founded her Deutsche Frauenzeitung (1852–1854), but reached their high point after 

1900, when women more and more were addressed as consumers. From the women's 
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pages, it is not only possible to reconstruct problems of immigrant women's everyday life 

but also to point out the mechanisms of perpetuating traditional pictures of women. The 

magazine Hausfrau, for example, shaped the ideal of a German Hausfrau, who was 

supposed to keep German traditions alive in the family. At the same time, the Hausfrau 

gave immigrant women lots of practical advice about the life in America, thus becoming 

an important factor in their acculturation process. 

Although Socialist newspapers like the New Yorker Volkszeitung had a more 

progressive approach in emphasizing Berufsausbildung for women, they nevertheless 

perpetuated stereotypes about women and "women's values." It was necessary, Blaschke 

concluded, to study the role of women's press in the process of acculturation of 

immigrant women from different social classes. 

To find a German-American women's culture in Chicago before the turn of the 

century, Christiane Harzig (Bremen) examined the women s page of the Illinois Staats-

Zeitung and the Frauenzeitung of the Chicago Freie Presse and other sources of the 

German-American community. She discovered lively elements of such a culture in 

neighborhoods, occupations, and in the German-American community. She stated that 

this Frauenkultur was very heterogenous, different in social class, religion, region of 

origin, and women's life cycle. Harzig insists upon defining Frauenkultur not with 

traditional patterns but more by focusing on spheres of action which were shaped by 

women. She argued against ideas of a "female culture" which defined women as passive 

and emotional because of their gender. 

In another section, the conference dealt with exile and emigration of women 

emigrants from National Socialist Germany. Sibylle Quack (Washington, D.C.) showed 

in her talk how gender roles in German Jewish families often changed after Hitler came 

to power, and how these gender relations were also typical for the families in emigration. 

Taking New York as an example, she pointed out the decisive role women played in the 

survival of German-Jewish emigrants and their families' reestablishment thus playing an 

important role in the acculturation process of German-Jewish immigrants. Christine 

Backhaus-Lautenschläger (Bremen) argued that emancipation of women emigrants from 

Nazi Germany had not taken place, although women had often carried the burden as the 

family's sole breadwinner in the first years of emigration. She assumed that women 

emigrants had no opportunity to work for their own aims and development because they 

were forced to work in low paying positions and could not continue in their own 

occupations. 

Other talks focused on women migrants in different times and countries. Barbara 

Henkes (Groningen) gave a speech on German Dienstmädchen in the Netherlands after 

World War I; Rosa Lind Arndt- 
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Schug (Nürnberg) on German women immigrants in South Brazil in the 19th century; 

Sieglinde Gränzer (Bremen) on German women in the German colonies in Africa (1884–

1914); and Andrea Koch-Kraft (Bremen) on women immigrants in Edmonton, Canada, 

after 1945. Britta Fees (Pulheim) spoke about prostitutes in San Francisco, 1848–1870, 

and Sarah Deutelmoser (Hamburg) gave a talk on "Mädchen and Frauenhandel" at the 

turn of the century. A concluding discussion showed that it was necessary to confront 

images of immigrant women in the literature and in the contemporary sources in the 

receiving country with their experience in reality. The participants agreed that it was not 

enough to repeat stereotypes of women's life, but that research must question their active 

role in private and public spheres. Was, for example, education (Bildungsinhalte) mainly 

transferred by women? How did they pass on ethnic culture to their children and to the 

community? What role did they play in keeping ethnic identity in the new culture? How 

could "success" in their acculturation be measured? It was agreed that studies on those 

subjects could provide a new view and more complete results in the history of 

acculturation processes of both men and women migrants, and of their ethnic cultural 

communities. 

The proceedings of the conference will be published as a collection of essays. 

 

Sibylle Quack. 

 

 

 

D. Summer Program for North American Graduate Students in German History 

1991: Course at the Herzog August Bibliothek in Wolfenbüttel and tour to Archives in 

the Federal Republic of Germany, June 2–July 3,1991. 

 

The German Historical Institute is very pleased to announce that it will organize a 

second summer program for North American graduate students in German history in the 

summer of 1991. The summer program is made possible by a grant from the Stiftung 

Volkswagenwerk. The inaugural program took place from June 5–July 6, 1990, with 

twelve present or prospective graduate students from twelve different academic 

institutions participating. The 1991 summer program will begin on Sunday, June 2, 1991, 

and last until Wednesday, July 3, 1991, and will consist of two parts: 
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I. Summer Course in Wolfenbüttel. 

The first part of the 1991 summer program is a three-week summer course at the 

Herzog August Bibliothek in Wolfenbüttel, lasting from Sunday, June 2, to Friday, June 

21. The aim of the course is to: 

 

 introduce young North American scholars of German history to German 

handwriting of the 16th to 20th centuries; 

 

 give an introduction to the organization of research libraries and archives in 

Germany; 

 

 enable participants to conduct independent research on their own projects in the 

rich holdings of the Herzog August Bibliothek (whose holdings are richest in the 

early modern period); and 

 

 refresh their knowledge of bibliographical aids and early modern Latin, if 

participants are interested. 

 

II. Tour to archives. 

The second part of the summer program is a tour to archives in the central part of 

Germany, lasting from Sunday, June 23, to Wednesday, July 3. Its aim is to provide a 

new generation of North American historians working in the field of German history a 

better acquaintance with the resources available in Germany. Although the itinerary is not 

yet definitively set, the 1991 tour will concentrate upon archives in the central third of 

Germany, and it will visit archives from the Bundesarchiv in Koblenz and the Archiv des 

Auswärtigen Amts in Bonn in the west to archives in Leipzig and Dresden in the east. The 

precise schedule of archival visits will not be determined until spring. The manuscript 

divisions of research libraries may occasionally be included among the archives to be 

visited. 

At each stop, staff archivists will introduce the program participants to the archive's 

facilities and holdings. Participants will be provided with orientation materials 

concerning Archivkunde and Archivwesen prior to departure, so that each archive will 

stress the particular nature of its holdings as compared to other German archives and the 

holdings there that could be of interest to each program participant. The object of the tour 

will be to acquaint participants with the system of organization of archives in Germany 

and the differences in holdings among the different kinds of archives (national, state, city, 

private). While at each stop there will be some time for each participant to pursue 

individual investigation, the purpose will be to
-
acquaint the participant with how to cope 

with life in an archive. Individual research time will be very limited, and the tour is not to 

be mistaken for a grant to do research. 
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The number of participants is limited to 12. The German Historical Institute will pay 

round-trip airfare (economy; holiday rates) for each participant. During the archive tour 

portion of the program, participants will be housed in hotels in double rooms, and they 

will receive a per diem payment sufficient to cover main meals. During the course in 

Wolfenbüttel, they will be housed in hotel, pension, or dormitory, double or single, and 

will also receive a per diem. 

Applicants who are available to participate in both parts of the program will be given 

preference. They must already hold a bachelor's degree and should have a working 

knowledge of conversational and written German. Although the program is intended 

primarily for graduate students studying German history, applications from others will be 

considered. It is suggested that the summer program is most helpful for graduate students 

of history at the end of their first or second years, before they have formally finalized 

their dissertation proposals. Applications can be made by sending a letter of application, a 

current curriculum vitae, a one page, double-spaced, typed description of dissertation or 

research interests, and two letters of recommendation to the Director of the German 

Historical Institute, 1607 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009, no 

later than January 15,1991. Those chosen to participate will be informed no later than 

March 1. 1991. 

 

E. Staff Changes. 

 

Two new staff members have joined the Institute since April 1990: 

 

Carola Wessel, Research Associate, born in Sulingen, 1964. Studied history, German 

literature, and cultural anthropology in Marburg and Göttingen. Magisterexamen, 

Göttingen, 1989. As part of the Institute's research project "Editions of German Sources 

in American Archives," she is preparing a critical edition of the diary of David 

Zeisberger, who lived in the Ohio Valley as a missionary among the Native Americans 

there from 1772–81. 

 

Susanne White has joined the staff as Receptionist.  

 

Three staff members have left the Institute since April: 

 

Jürgen Heideking, Senior Research Fellow, has left to accept a call to a 

professorship in the field of American history in the Seminar für Zeitgeschichte at the 

University of Tübingen. 
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Catherine Epstein, Research Associate, has left to begin graduate studies in postwar 

German history in the Department of History at Harvard University. 

 

Renate E. Solenberger, Receptionist, has left to pursue other interests.  

 

F. Scholarships. 

 

The Institute offers scholarships to doctoral students working on topics related to the 

Institute's general scope of interest. Applications should be sent to the Director, together 

with the following supporrting information: 

 

 curriculum vitae; 

 

 study plan, including research proposal, time frame, and locations 

in the United States where research is to be carried out; and 

 

 letter of recommendation from the applicant's doctoral advisor. 

 

Applicants for scholarships to be taken up at any time during calendar year 1992 must 

send their letters of application, current curriculum vitae, and supporting letter(s) of 

reference to the Institute no later than June 15, 1991. 

Americans who apply for these scholarships should be working on German history 

topics for which they need to evaluate source material located in the United States. Those 

who wish to do research in Germany should apply to the Fulbright Commission, the 

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst, or some similar foundation. 

Copies of the German-American Scholarship Guide for Historians and Social 

Scientists are available from the German Historical Institute. The Guide, compiled by 

Jürgen Heideking, Anne Hope, and Ralf Stegner, includes information on some ninety-

three scholarships, fifty-six of which provide funding for residents of the United States. 

 

G. Fall 1990 Lecture Series. 

 

 September 20: Vernon L. Lidtke, The Johns Hopkins University, "The Quest for an 

Iconography of Revolution: Politically Engaged Artists in the Weimar Republic." 

 

 October 2: Hartmut Pogge von Strandmann, University College, Oxford, "The 

Liberal Power Monopoly in Imperial Germany's Cities." 

 

 November 5: David Levering Lewis, Rutgers University, "W. E. B. DuBois in 

Germany." 

  



 28 

 

 

 

•  December 7: Renate Bridenthal, Brooklyn College, "Corporatism and 

Countrywomen: The German Federation of Agricultural Housewife's Associations." 

 

 December 13: Richard Breitman, American University, "Hitler and Genghis Khan." 

 

The list of speakers for the Spring 1991 Lecture Series will be announced shortly. 

 

H. Seminars on Special Aspects of German Unification. 

 

In light of the fast-paced events of the year from November 9, 1989, to October 3, 

1990, the German Historical Institute is pleased to announce the following extraordinary 

seminars on Special Aspects of German Unification: 

 

 October 22, 1990, 3:00-5:00 p.m.: Prof. Dr. Hartmut Zwahr, Karl-Marx-Universität 

Leipzig: "Leipzig im Oktober 1989"; 

 

 November 2, 1990, 2:00-5:00 p.m.: Prof. Dr. Manfred Heinemann, University of 

Hannover: "The Universities of the Former German Democratic Republic in 

Transition," and Prof. Konrad H. Jarausch, University of North Carolina: "The Rush 

to Unity: Historical Reflections on the Process of German Unification"; 

 

 December 3,1990, 3:00-5:00 p.m.: Prof. Dr. Peter Schäfer, University 

of Jena: "US-Geschichte an Universitäten in der ehemaligen DDR". 

 

I. Miscellaneous. 

 

The German Historical Institute and Cambridge University Press will celebrate the 

appearance of the first volume in the Institute's publication series with the Press, Hartmut 

Lehmann and James J. Sheehan, eds., An Interrupted Past: German-Speaking Refugee 

Historians in the United States after 1933, at the 105th Annual Meeting of the American 

Historical Association in New York, December 27–30, 1990. All friends of the Institute 

are invited to an informal gathering at the Bierabend in the Petit Trianon Room of the 

New York Hilton immediately after the conclusion of the business meeting of the 

Conference Group for Central European History, Saturday, December 29,1990, at 

approximately 9:00 p.m. 
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In connection with the second Gustav Mahler Festival, the University of Kassel will 

host an international conference entitled Wiener Moderne. Die Grundlegung des 20. 

Jahrhunderts ("Viennese Modernity. Laying the Foundation for the Twentieth Century"), 

July 4–7,1991. The goal of the conference is to discuss the broad and multi-facetted 

nature of the innovations of Viennese modernity in its entirety and to demonstrate how its 

perception of the world and of thought substantially shaped the twentieth century. 

Inquiries from those interested in attending should be directed to Dr. Jürgen Nautz, 

Universität-Gesamthochschule Kassel, Fachbereich 5 Gesellschaftswissenschaften, Nora-

Platiel-Straße 1, D-3500 Kassel, Federal Republic of Germany. 

 

 

The European Section of the Southern Historical Association invites additional 

Europeanists for membership. The Section affords its members a range of contacts and 

opportunities for sharing ideas and research within the context of the annual meetings of 

the SHA. Focusing upon the Middle Ages to the present, the Section offers the following 

privileges: Affiliate membership in the SHA for those who do not wish to hold full 

membership but wish to receive its annual program and special air and hotel convention 

rates; access to participation in the eight sessions arranged by the Section in conjunction 

with the SHA annual meeting; a semi-annual newsletter; access to published proceedings 

of selected papers and commentaries of each year's program; a business luncheon, at a 

nominal charge, where a keynote address is presented by a distinguished Europeanist. 

Anyone interested in joining the Section is invited to send a check in the amount of 

$10.00 ($5.00 for Section membership and $5.00 for affiliate membership in SHA), 

payable to the European Section, to Robin M. Rudoff, Secretary-Treasurer, European 

History Section, SHA, Department of History, East Texas State University, Commerce, 

TX 75428. 

 

 


