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there was a strong religious impact on the theory and organization of prisons; and third I 

want to deal with the prisons in Virginia, because slavery changes the whole conception 

of society and therefore must have had an impact on how punishment was perceived and 

conducted. The National Archives in Washington hold large sets of sources on the local 

penitentiary for the years 1820 to 1860 (RG 48), and the state archives of both 

Pennsylvania and Virginia have all the necessary records for a comparative study of the 

prison before the Civil War on all of the levels described above. The duration of the 

project will be three years, and I intend to publish my results as a monograph in English. 

 

Imperialism and Slavery. The Expansion of the Southern States, 1812-1860—

Stig Förster 

 
In the first half of the nineteenth century, imperialism in Europe was largely a matter 

of interest for only a small minority of the population. Apart from occasional enthusiasm 

for famous victories abroad, such as the conquests of Mysore (1799) or of Algiers (1830), 

the general public in Europe's expansionist states tended to ignore the issue of 

imperialism. Only a few politicians, holders of special shares, adventurers, officers, and 

the men on the spot were directly involved. 

In the United States, all this was very different. Here, in a relatively democratic 

society, based on a tradition of colonial expansion, imperialism was potentially very 

popular among the general public. Expansionism into the American interior, the West and 

South, however, did not find support everywhere. Particularly in New York and the 

northeast, many people rejected the idea of reckless expansionism. In the South 

imperialism seems to have found its most enthusiastic support. Expansionist politicians 

such as Andrew Jackson, the penetration of U.S. influence into annexation of Texas, and 

the war against Mexico were widely popular. In fact, the commitment to expansion 

appears to have been quite often a precondition for the election of governors and 

senators. Democracy and popular demand for expansion combined in a characteristic 

mixture in the South. 

Southern expansionism therefore was an interesting special case in the international 

history of imperialism in the first half of the nineteenth century. It is the purpose of this 

project to investigate the social and economic origins of Southern imperialism as well as 

the nature of the policy. Particularly the internal conflict between large-scale plantations 

and small yeomanry deserves special interest, since this seem to have been one of the 

driving forces behind expansionism. The growth of the slave plantations forced small 

farmers to abandon the old South and to move west, only to be followed by more 

plantations. This process fed expansion and made imperialism popular among a land-

hungry 
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population. Therefore, there seems to have been a direct link between Southern 

imperialism and slavery. On the other hand, there is also the question of a separate 

Southern identity in the decades leading up to the Civil War. To determine whether the 

combination of imperialism and slavery helped to create such a separate identity is 

another purpose of this study. The research will concentrate on regional examples, major 

events (such as the war against Mexico), and their public perception. All this will be 

incorporated into a wide-ranging study of the long-term developments. It is expected that 

this study will be completed within five years. 

Washington, Bonn, and the Problem of Nuclear Sharing and Nuclear Control in the 

1950s—Axel Frohn 

 

At the conclusion of the London Nine Power Conference in October 1954, the 

Federal Republic of Germany agreed "not to manufacture in its territory any atomic 

weapons ... [or] any part, device, assembly or material especially designed for ... any 

[such] weapon." Although described as the "first nonproliferation promise," this pledge 

did not prevent Germany from importing nuclear weapons or from achieving effective 

national control through bilateral or multilateral co-ownership arrangements. 

The project is designed to explore the extent to which the United States was prepared 

or anxious to share nuclear weapons with the Federal Republic in the 1950s and the 

concepts which were developed to control such a nuclear potential in German hands out 

of consideration for the perceived security requirements of Germany's West European 

neighbors. These concepts will be analyzed in the context of western defense policy, 

military doctrine, strategic planning, the diverging interests within the Western Alliance, 

and the changing degree of tension and detente in US-Soviet relations. 

 

The Office of Strategic Services and the German Anti-Hitler Opposition 

During World War II -Jürgen Heideking 

 

This study is part of a research project on German resistance sponsored by the 

Volkswagen Foundation and conducted at the University of Tübingen. The primary task 

consists of systematically gathering all the information about contacts made between 

members or emissaries of anti-Nazi opposition circles inside Germany and U.S. secret 

services. These contacts took place mainly in Switzerland, and to a lesser extent also in 

London, Stockholm, Madrid, Lisbon, Cairo, Algiers, and Istanbul. They can be traced in 

the files of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), most of which have been transferred 

only recently from the CIA to the National 


