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population. Therefore, there seems to have been a direct link between Southern 

imperialism and slavery. On the other hand, there is also the question of a separate 

Southern identity in the decades leading up to the Civil War. To determine whether the 

combination of imperialism and slavery helped to create such a separate identity is 

another purpose of this study. The research will concentrate on regional examples, major 

events (such as the war against Mexico), and their public perception. All this will be 

incorporated into a wide-ranging study of the long-term developments. It is expected that 

this study will be completed within five years. 

Washington, Bonn, and the Problem of Nuclear Sharing and Nuclear Control in the 

1950s—Axel Frohn 

 

At the conclusion of the London Nine Power Conference in October 1954, the 

Federal Republic of Germany agreed "not to manufacture in its territory any atomic 

weapons ... [or] any part, device, assembly or material especially designed for ... any 

[such] weapon." Although described as the "first nonproliferation promise," this pledge 

did not prevent Germany from importing nuclear weapons or from achieving effective 

national control through bilateral or multilateral co-ownership arrangements. 

The project is designed to explore the extent to which the United States was prepared 

or anxious to share nuclear weapons with the Federal Republic in the 1950s and the 

concepts which were developed to control such a nuclear potential in German hands out 

of consideration for the perceived security requirements of Germany's West European 

neighbors. These concepts will be analyzed in the context of western defense policy, 

military doctrine, strategic planning, the diverging interests within the Western Alliance, 

and the changing degree of tension and detente in US-Soviet relations. 

 

The Office of Strategic Services and the German Anti-Hitler Opposition 

During World War II -Jürgen Heideking 

 

This study is part of a research project on German resistance sponsored by the 

Volkswagen Foundation and conducted at the University of Tübingen. The primary task 

consists of systematically gathering all the information about contacts made between 

members or emissaries of anti-Nazi opposition circles inside Germany and U.S. secret 

services. These contacts took place mainly in Switzerland, and to a lesser extent also in 

London, Stockholm, Madrid, Lisbon, Cairo, Algiers, and Istanbul. They can be traced in 

the files of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), most of which have been transferred 

only recently from the CIA to the National 
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Archives. Other important sources include various military intelligence reports and State 

Department records, especially the correspondence between Washington, D.C., and U.S. 

Embassies or Legations in neutral countries. In addition valuable material is to be found 

in the personal papers of prominent participants, such as William J. Donovan, Director of 

OSS, and Allen W. Dulles, OSS representative in Berne. 

On the basis of this information it will be possible to reconstruct the efforts of 

German opposition forces to establish links with U.S. government officials, together with 

the purposes that they sought to serve, as well as to ascertain the American knowledge 

and perception of the so-called "German underground." 

The sources also provide good insights into the U.S. administration's decision-making 

process, and they shed new light on American-BritishSoviet cooperation and competition 

in intelligence matters. 

As a first result of the ongoing research it is anticipated that an edition of documents 

concerning American reactions to the attempt on Hitler's life on July 20,1944, including 

the evaluation of its long-term political and military consequences, will be published in 

1991. 

 

The German Bürgertum, 1750-1950—Kenneth F. Ledford 

 

An implicit or explicit component of all "Sonderweg" theories of modern German 

history has been that the middle classes, usually reified into "the" Bürgertum, "failed" to 

perform the role in society and politics assigned to it by admirers of the "English model" 

of progress toward a modern society and polity. Other theorists challenge the unspoken 

normative and comparative assumptions of the Sonderweg and argue that the German 

case was not so different from that of other Western industrializing states. The sharp 

debate about the German Sonderweg, however, has failed to describe and analyze the 

process of class formation and decline of the Bürgertum in its ecological niches. 

At present, I am completing one examination of the German Bürgertum and 

conceptualizing another. I began by scrutinizing closely an accessible and arguably 

representative group, lawyers in private practice (Rechtsanwälte), concentrating upon the 

example of lawyers in the Prussian province (formerly the Kingdom) of Hannover. 

Liberal reformers of the mid-nineteenth century placed great hope in the establishment of 

the private legal profession on a nationally-unified and liberal, that is, open to the free 

market, footing, and they seemed to have achieved their goal in the Imperial Justice Laws 

of 1877-79. In fact, however, lawyers suffered with the rest of the Bildungsbürgertum the 

dislocations of the Wilhelmine, war-time, and Weimar periods, and they concentrated 

their attentions primarily upon intra-professional struggles and the preservation of guild 


