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Archives. Other important sources include various military intelligence reports and State 

Department records, especially the correspondence between Washington, D.C., and U.S. 

Embassies or Legations in neutral countries. In addition valuable material is to be found 

in the personal papers of prominent participants, such as William J. Donovan, Director of 

OSS, and Allen W. Dulles, OSS representative in Berne. 

On the basis of this information it will be possible to reconstruct the efforts of 

German opposition forces to establish links with U.S. government officials, together with 

the purposes that they sought to serve, as well as to ascertain the American knowledge 

and perception of the so-called "German underground." 

The sources also provide good insights into the U.S. administration's decision-making 

process, and they shed new light on American-BritishSoviet cooperation and competition 

in intelligence matters. 

As a first result of the ongoing research it is anticipated that an edition of documents 

concerning American reactions to the attempt on Hitler's life on July 20,1944, including 

the evaluation of its long-term political and military consequences, will be published in 

1991. 

 

The German Bürgertum, 1750-1950—Kenneth F. Ledford 

 

An implicit or explicit component of all "Sonderweg" theories of modern German 

history has been that the middle classes, usually reified into "the" Bürgertum, "failed" to 

perform the role in society and politics assigned to it by admirers of the "English model" 

of progress toward a modern society and polity. Other theorists challenge the unspoken 

normative and comparative assumptions of the Sonderweg and argue that the German 

case was not so different from that of other Western industrializing states. The sharp 

debate about the German Sonderweg, however, has failed to describe and analyze the 

process of class formation and decline of the Bürgertum in its ecological niches. 

At present, I am completing one examination of the German Bürgertum and 

conceptualizing another. I began by scrutinizing closely an accessible and arguably 

representative group, lawyers in private practice (Rechtsanwälte), concentrating upon the 

example of lawyers in the Prussian province (formerly the Kingdom) of Hannover. 

Liberal reformers of the mid-nineteenth century placed great hope in the establishment of 

the private legal profession on a nationally-unified and liberal, that is, open to the free 

market, footing, and they seemed to have achieved their goal in the Imperial Justice Laws 

of 1877-79. In fact, however, lawyers suffered with the rest of the Bildungsbürgertum the 

dislocations of the Wilhelmine, war-time, and Weimar periods, and they concentrated 

their attentions primarily upon intra-professional struggles and the preservation of guild 
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like standards of private behavior and professional comity. This project is in the final 

stages of revision prior to publication. 

For my next project, I propose a study of the German Bürgertum in its prime habitat, 

the city, over a sufficient time span, probably 1750-1950, to trace its "rise and fall." Did 

an identifiable "middle class" in fact emerge from the particularist and conflicting claims 

of guilds, Beamten, Gelehrten, and Unternehmer? If so, by what process; what held it 

together, and what tended to drive it apart? How did it manifest itself, defining its 

cohesion both to itself and to outside groups? How did its members behave in relation to 

each other and to outside groups? What were the relative roles of culture, material 

interest, and ideology in the emergence and in the decline of a unified Bürgertum? These 

are questions whose answers can be promoted by such a long-term secular study. My 

preference is for Prussian cities, for it is from Prussia that most of the evidence for a 

Sonderweg is drawn. Moreover, the Prussian Bürgertum has suffered neglect, particularly 

at the hands of American scholars who have tended to focus on the more liberal south. 

The targets of research should have been of some significance at the beginning of the 

period, but they should also have experienced appreciable growth in population, 

accelerating in the course of the nineteenth century, as well as rapid industrialization, 

after 1870 and especially after 1890. It would be best if they were not clearly identifiable 

either as a commercial, administrative, court, or academic city. A Protestant majority is 

preferable, because of the greater tendency of Protestants to pursue neo-humanistic 

academic study; and because of the anti-Catholic policies of the National Liberal party 

and the defensive particularism of the Zentrum. Also important in this regard is the 

Weberian thesis about the relationship of confession to entrepreneurial attitudes. Finally, 

of course, a key requirement is that the archival records both of city and state 

administration must have survived the vicissitudes of time and the destruction of war in 

sufficient measure to support a project of such a long time-span and comprehensive 

nature. 

Enemy Aliens and the American Home Front in World War I—Jörg Nagler 

Once the United States declared war on Imperial Germany in April 1917, more than 

half a million immigrants from Germany were declared enemy aliens-that term being 

defined as men and women born in Germany, over fourteen of age, and not naturalized. 

Within the prevailing climate of "one hundred percent Americanism," German-

Americans in general and enemy aliens in particular became the targets and often victims 

of the American home front. The Wilson administration saw itself confronted with a 

virtually insoluble task. How could a population so 


