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like standards of private behavior and professional comity. This project is in the final 

stages of revision prior to publication. 

For my next project, I propose a study of the German Bürgertum in its prime habitat, 

the city, over a sufficient time span, probably 1750-1950, to trace its "rise and fall." Did 

an identifiable "middle class" in fact emerge from the particularist and conflicting claims 

of guilds, Beamten, Gelehrten, and Unternehmer? If so, by what process; what held it 

together, and what tended to drive it apart? How did it manifest itself, defining its 

cohesion both to itself and to outside groups? How did its members behave in relation to 

each other and to outside groups? What were the relative roles of culture, material 

interest, and ideology in the emergence and in the decline of a unified Bürgertum? These 

are questions whose answers can be promoted by such a long-term secular study. My 

preference is for Prussian cities, for it is from Prussia that most of the evidence for a 

Sonderweg is drawn. Moreover, the Prussian Bürgertum has suffered neglect, particularly 

at the hands of American scholars who have tended to focus on the more liberal south. 

The targets of research should have been of some significance at the beginning of the 

period, but they should also have experienced appreciable growth in population, 

accelerating in the course of the nineteenth century, as well as rapid industrialization, 

after 1870 and especially after 1890. It would be best if they were not clearly identifiable 

either as a commercial, administrative, court, or academic city. A Protestant majority is 

preferable, because of the greater tendency of Protestants to pursue neo-humanistic 

academic study; and because of the anti-Catholic policies of the National Liberal party 

and the defensive particularism of the Zentrum. Also important in this regard is the 

Weberian thesis about the relationship of confession to entrepreneurial attitudes. Finally, 

of course, a key requirement is that the archival records both of city and state 

administration must have survived the vicissitudes of time and the destruction of war in 

sufficient measure to support a project of such a long time-span and comprehensive 

nature. 

Enemy Aliens and the American Home Front in World War I—Jörg Nagler 

Once the United States declared war on Imperial Germany in April 1917, more than 

half a million immigrants from Germany were declared enemy aliens-that term being 

defined as men and women born in Germany, over fourteen of age, and not naturalized. 

Within the prevailing climate of "one hundred percent Americanism," German-

Americans in general and enemy aliens in particular became the targets and often victims 

of the American home front. The Wilson administration saw itself confronted with a 

virtually insoluble task. How could a population so 
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large as the over half-million persons classified as German enemy aliens be politically 

evaluated and controlled? It appeared to be particularly difficult to ensure the loyalty of 

this group, and it seemed impossible to control this large population of non-naturalized 

Germans, thus rendering them particularly dangerous. 

The government attempted to control enemy aliens by requiring registration and 

restricting their movement; it placed them under surveillance, and once they were 

"proved" to be "disloyal" and "dangerous" to the national security, some of them were 

subsequently interned for the duration of hostilities. My hypothesis is that the U.S. 

government used these restrictive measures, which were aimed directly at enemy aliens, 

indirectly against German-Americans in general to ensure their loyalty. 

Although interest in the study of the social implications of war has increased in the 

recent past and immigration history has enlarged its agenda, the question of the treatment 

of ethnic minorities in wartime remains neglected. In particular the treatment of 

minorities during World War I has suffered a lack of attention, despite the fact that the 

treatment and the subsequent internment of Japanese-Americans during World War II 

was partly based upon this experience. 

My study attempts to answer the question of how American society, in the throes of 

total war, reacted toward an ethnic minority whose country of origin was in a state of war 

with their new homeland. Especially when loyalty became the primary psychological 

touchstone to establish national cohesiveness, aimed at transcending ethnic heritages, 

potential or presumed disloyalty on the part of the substantial number of German 

immigrants appeared as a threat to national security. In my study, enemy aliens serve as a 

looking glass in which the national experience of the home front is seen, how a 

government and population act and react toward threats to national security during time 

of war. The project should not be understood primarily as ethnic history of one particular 

national minority, but rather as the national experience of the home front, with all its 

implications in both official and private, everyday-life dimensions. The projection of the 

external German menace onto the internal (alien) enemy-the "fifth column" syndrome-

reflected the strongly irrational characteristics of the prevailing xenophobia and 

threatened the cultural and often the economic survival of this ethnic group. 

The study is therefore also a history of mentality of government and people in 

wartime, and it is important to note in this regard that public opinion and popular pressure 

on the administration had a definitive impact upon the treatment of enemy aliens. To 

answer these questions sufficiently and to achieve a better understanding of the complex 

processes 
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which took place in American society during the war requires a multidimensional, 

interdisciplinary approach involving various subspecialities, such as immigration and 

ethnic history, labor history, constitutional history, and the history of mentality. The 

primary sources reflect this multidimensional approach. The sources which reveal the 

governmental side include files of the several departments involved in enemy alien 

control, surveillance, and internment, the Justice Department, War Department, 

Immigration and Naturalization Service, as well as manuscript collections of the persons 

involved in this process. Newspapers, diaries, and letters sent to the Justice Department 

depict public perception and opinion. The self-perception of enemy aliens is documented 

by German-American newspapers, letters sent to the Justice Department and Swiss 

legation, internment camp publications (often censored), diaries, and oral history 

documents. 

The study has a nation-wide focus (mainly using the sources of the National 

Archives), treating the specific situations in individual states as well, contrasting their 

policy and attitudes toward enemy aliens. How did the midwestern states, for example, 

react toward their high percentage of German-Americans as opposed to states with lower 

percentages? 

A final major objective of the study is to examine the beginning of large-scale federal 

political surveillance operations aimed at enemy aliens and radicals. Our understanding 

of these origins is in fact still limited. Surveillance techniques as well as the different 

internment policies and operations will be discussed and placed in the overall political 

framework of wartime government and society. The prevailing conditions in the 

internment camps, their social composition and profile, and the public perception of these 

camps will also be examined. 

 

Gender and Social Stability. The Restructuring of West German Society 1945 

to 1955.—Hanna Schissler 

 

Viewed from the angle of women of my generation, the question arises whether there 

were chances for more gender equality in Germany in the immediate post-war period that 

might have been missed. If this was the case, the reasons why the chances were missed 

must be examined. Yet to view gender politics in post-war (West) Germany solely from 

the perspective of "missed chances" seems as short-sighted as simply to presume the 

restructuring of traditional divisions of labor between men and women. 

The surface of the gendered society in the fifties was calm. A supposed "normalcy" 

had replaced the uprootings of the war and the immediate post-war period. But 

underneath this surface, tensions and contradictory life situations were on the increase, 

especially at first for 


