
 

 
Bulletin of the GHI Washington  
 
Issue 4 
 

Spring 1989 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright 

Das Digitalisat wird Ihnen von perspectivia.net, der Online-Publikationsplattform der Max 
Weber Stiftung – Stiftung Deutsche Geisteswissenschaftliche Institute im Ausland, zur 
Verfügung gestellt. Bitte beachten Sie, dass das Digitalisat urheberrechtlich geschützt ist. 
Erlaubt ist aber das Lesen, das Ausdrucken des Textes, das Herunterladen, das 
Speichern der Daten auf einem eigenen Datenträger soweit die vorgenannten 
Handlungen ausschließlich zu privaten und nicht-kommerziellen Zwecken erfolgen. Eine 
darüber hinausgehende unerlaubte Verwendung, Reproduktion oder Weitergabe 
einzelner Inhalte oder Bilder können sowohl zivil- als auch strafrechtlich verfolgt werden. 



 3 

I. Preface 

The fourth Bulletin of the German Historical Institute is devoted to the Institute's work on 

the German-speaking emigration to the United States after 1933. Our first major 

Conference held in December, 1988, entitled "German-Speaking Refugee Historians in 

the United States, 1933–1970s," honored the legacy of our colleagues who had to leave 

Germany after the Nazis seized power. An account of the Conference is found in the 

following pages. 

 

American historians have long recognized that they owe much to those historians who 

came to the United States not by choice, but because they were forced to do so. When the 

American Historical Association organized a number of centennial sessions in 1984, 

several speakers addressed the relationship between German and American 

historiography since the founding of the AHA in 1884. They all agreed that the influence 

German-speaking refugee historians have had in the United States since the late 1930s 

cannot be overestimated. In 1984 Fritz Stern remarked that "Germany's articulate talent 

came here or to other havens ... they came at a time at once difficult and fortuitously 

propitious ... the effect of the immigration was immense." On the same occasion Charles 

McClelland pointed out that "for many German refugees the experience of America was a 

difficult one professionally and culturally," although, in his view, historians had by and 

large fewer difficulties than other professionals. Fritz Stern, Charles McClelland, Gerald 

Feldman, and Konrad Jarausch all stressed that the impact of the refugees on American 

historiography was profound in many areas, including intellectual, economic, and social 

history. 

 

The speakers at the 1988 Conference "German-Speaking Refugee Historians in the 

United States 1933–1970s" attempted to answer some of the many questions concerning 

the direction, the quality, and the duration of this unique intellectual impact. In addition, 

we tried to analyze the ways in which some émigré historians influenced the German 

historical profession after 1945. 

 

I wish to thank Jim Sheehan for his excellent advice and continuous support in organizing 

the Conference. Unfortunately, not everyone was able to accept our invitation. For some 

refugee historians the trip to Washington was too strenuous: among others, Paul Oskar 

Kristeller, Gerhard Ladner, Golo Mann, Edgar Rosen, and Martin Weinbaum. The 

Conference came too late for Hans Baron and Hans Rosenberg. 
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The German Historical Institute's first research focus is on areas of the German-speaking 

emigration which have been neglected in the past. Following the account of the 

Conference, we offer research reports by Institute staff members Gabrielle Simon 

Edgcomb, Catherine Epstein and Sibylle Quack. 

 

 

Washington, D.C., March 1989  Hartmut Lehmann 


