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Considering the most valuable help extended after 1945 to many young German 

historians by the Fulbright Commission, the ACLS, the NEH and numerous others, for 

which we will always remain grateful and indebted, we have returned to repay in kind at 

least a part of this past support and assistance. 

Should we flounder in our efforts and fall short of your expectations, or should we 

fail to respond adequately in one way or another: please do not withdraw or give up hope. 

We need your continued support and interest. We are open-minded and we promise to 

strive for continued improvement. 

In planning the new Institute, American and German colleagues have generously 

given of their time and wisdom. Without their ideas and energy we would not be here 

today. I wish to extend to all of them my special thanks. 

Let me also thank the government of the Federal Republic of Germany, represented 

by the Ministry for Research and Technology, which is financing our enterprise and 

granting us full scholarly independence; as well as the VW Foundation which has 

generously supported joint conferences of German and American historians over the past 

decade. Allow me to give special thanks to Professor Erich Angermann for his skill and 

efforts in bringing German and American historians together in the past years, and 

Professor Hermann-Josef Rupieper for being such an efficient Acting Director of the 

Institute from April until July. 

Let me also thank Dr. Price, who so generously donated many journals and 

periodicals to the Institute's library. In extending my thanks I do not wish to forget the 

members of the Institute's staff. I admire them for remaining so cheerful while working 

so hard. 

You will now hear some official words of greeting.  

 

Dr. Josef Rembser, 

Ministerialdirektor, Federal Ministry for Research and Technology, Bonn; Chair of the 

Board of Trustees of the German Historical Institute, Washington, D. C. 

 

On behalf of the Federal Minister for Research and Technology, Dr. Heinz 

Riesenhuber, I convey to you the congratulations of the Federal Government on the 

occasion of the official opening of the German Historical Institute. 

The establishment of this Institute comes as number eight of currently existing 

German Humanities Research Institutes abroad. Its  
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founding stems from a proposal made by Federal Chancellor Dr. Helmut Kohl, which 

was based on the suggestions and preparatory activities of both German and American 

scholars. The German Science Council, a high-ranking advisory body of the Federal and 

Laender Governments for Science Policy at the level of the Federal President, sanctioned 

the proposal and outlined the terms of reference for a working Institute: the necessary 

equipment, personnel and research services. It also suggested the location for the Institute 

as Washington, D.C.—a location not immediately self-evident. 

The Federal Government then charged the Ministry for Research and Technology 

(BMFT) with setting up the Institute. During the initial stages, a group of outstanding 

German historians gave extensive advice of immeasurable value. I am pleased to see 

some of those historians among us today, despite the fact that the university semester is 

already in full swing. I should like to take this opportunity to thank them and also the 

other members of the committee for their valuable assistance. However, it is you, 

Professor Angermann, whom we have to thank for the initial draft proposal for the 

Institute which the Science Council then adopted as its blueprint. 

On April 1, 1987, the German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C. began its work. 

The foundation team under the leadership of Professor Rupieper has done outstanding 

work. On August 1, Professor Lehmann took up office as director. The wealth of positive 

response following the news of the founding of a German Historical Institute in 

Washington, in particular from the United States, plus the great amount of interest with 

which today's event has been met, is testimony to the route we have taken so far and 

provides us with the encouragement to proceed further. I am grateful for this as indeed I 

am for the generous help and support given by both academic and administrative bodies 

in the United States during the formative stages of the Institute. I would like to give 

special mention to the German Embassy, whose new Ambassador, Staatssekretaer Dr. 

Juergen Ruhfus, I most cordially welcome on his arrival in Washington; to Johns 

Hopkins University in Baltimore; and to the American Institute for Contemporary 

German Studies under its director, Robert G. Livingston. 

With the founding of the German Historical Institute in Washington scholars from 

Germany will be brought to the United States, to a country in whose scientific and 

scholarly development the ideas and achievements as well as certain personalities of the 

German academic community have played an important part for over two hundred years. 

Benjamin Franklin was the first American citizen to attend a Ger- 
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man university; he went to Goettingen in 1766. His example was followed by many other 

American scholars, particularly those who came from Harvard, Yale and other New 

England schools. Goettingen and later Berlin and Heidelberg were the German 

universities most favored in such exchanges. 

However, scholars have also travelled in the other direction: the Prussian Ministry of 

Culture and its legendary leader, Ministerialdirektor Friedrich Althoff, who held an 

honorary doctorate from Harvard, appreciated the importance of international scholarly 

exchange. In 1910 an America Institute was founded in Harvard in cooperation with the 

Berlin University. This was deemed necessary as, in the words of one of Harvard's 

promoters of German origins, "the influence of German intellectual work upon the 

American universities, which are developing with incomparable speed, is in frightening 

decline" (from a letter to the Prussian Ministry for Culture, 1910). 

The then German America Institute had the obvious task of acting as a central 

documentation, information and liaison center for the community of American scholars 

Its decline came about due to national socialist ideas and propaganda The aim of the 

German Historical Institute in Washington, D. C. is to promote continuous mutual 

cooperation between the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States in the field 

of historical science. This is a task of great scholarly and political significance. 

The history of the United States, its role in world politics and the development of its 

society and Constitution are of particular interest to historical and social science research 

in Europe. Democracy and industrialized society developed particularly fast in the United 

States and exerted major influence on the rest of the Western World in many ways. There 

is a wealth of source material to be found in the United States on German and European 

history and on the development of our relations. This material forms an important basis 

for research projects on the history of the United States, the history of Germany and on 

comparative history. 

The close political and economic ties which link our two countries and the manifold 

scholarly and personal relations we enjoy are unique. They evolved above all from 

emigration during the Third Reich and during the post-war period as well as in the wake 

of the reconstruction of German higher education and research institutions which began 

in 1949 in the Federal Republic. 

An intensified mutual cooperation of American and German scholars, when 

supported by qualified services and anchored in the context of an institution, has every 

prospect today of increasing knowledge and understanding on both sides. 
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The activities of the Institute should extend beyond the boundaries of the humanities 

to provide stimuli for a whole range of relations between our two countries. For this 

reason the German Federal Government attaches great political importance to the 

founding of this Institute. It is a major concern of ours to improve understanding across 

the Atlantic; the Federal Government hopes that the German Historical Institute will 

come to serve as a bridge for this understanding. It should aim through its work to bring 

about a further strengthening of the relations which have developed over several 

centuries. It should also reinforce the values that bind our two countries. The Institute 

should provide a more complete view of Germany at times when impressions of 

Germany in America are incomplete, vague or even one-sided. 

Professor Lehmann's proposals for the Institute's future program have been published 

and are available to you in the BULLETIN. Tomorrow they will be discussed in full 

during a round-table meeting in which experts from both sides of the Atlantic will take 

part. I wish the Institute and all those who are interested in its further expansion and 

development much success in realizing these goals for the mutual benefit of our two 

countries, and in particular for our countries' scholars. The German Federal Government 

and the Federal Ministry for Research and Technology will gladly provide every possible 

support. 

 

 

Dr. Juergen Ruhfus, 

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United States of America. 

 

It is a particular pleasure and privilege for me to open today, as my first official 

function as appointed Ambassador, the German Historical Institute in Washington, D.C. I 

consider this a good and important omen. I still recall the opening of the new premises of 

the Institute in London at which Professor Gordon Craig gave his most impressive 

keynote speech. 

The impact of the existing German Historical Institutes in Rome, Paris and London 

on the exchange of ideas in the humanities has stimulated the desire and underlined the 

necessity to create a similar institution in the United States of America. I think you are 

aware of the keen personal interest the Federal Chancellor Dr. Helmut Kohl has taken in 

this noble endeavour. Its establishment now emphasizes 


