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The activities of the Institute should extend beyond the boundaries of the humanities 

to provide stimuli for a whole range of relations between our two countries. For this 

reason the German Federal Government attaches great political importance to the 

founding of this Institute. It is a major concern of ours to improve understanding across 

the Atlantic; the Federal Government hopes that the German Historical Institute will 

come to serve as a bridge for this understanding. It should aim through its work to bring 

about a further strengthening of the relations which have developed over several 

centuries. It should also reinforce the values that bind our two countries. The Institute 

should provide a more complete view of Germany at times when impressions of 

Germany in America are incomplete, vague or even one-sided. 

Professor Lehmann's proposals for the Institute's future program have been published 

and are available to you in the BULLETIN. Tomorrow they will be discussed in full 

during a round-table meeting in which experts from both sides of the Atlantic will take 

part. I wish the Institute and all those who are interested in its further expansion and 

development much success in realizing these goals for the mutual benefit of our two 

countries, and in particular for our countries' scholars. The German Federal Government 

and the Federal Ministry for Research and Technology will gladly provide every possible 

support. 

 

 

Dr. Juergen Ruhfus, 

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United States of America. 

 

It is a particular pleasure and privilege for me to open today, as my first official 

function as appointed Ambassador, the German Historical Institute in Washington, D.C. I 

consider this a good and important omen. I still recall the opening of the new premises of 

the Institute in London at which Professor Gordon Craig gave his most impressive 

keynote speech. 

The impact of the existing German Historical Institutes in Rome, Paris and London 

on the exchange of ideas in the humanities has stimulated the desire and underlined the 

necessity to create a similar institution in the United States of America. I think you are 

aware of the keen personal interest the Federal Chancellor Dr. Helmut Kohl has taken in 

this noble endeavour. Its establishment now emphasizes 
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the importance attached to a close, intensified and open cooperation, between Germany 

and the United States in one of the most essential fields of thought. 

There is a history between our two countries which links us. It is the history which we 

celebrated recently at the Tricentennial of German Immigration and which President 

Theodore Roosevelt referred to in his letter of October 12, 1906 to the University of 

Berlin, when he wrote about the historic and unshakable friendship between the two 

nations; the history, which President Reagan recalled at Hambach Castle, where, as he 

said, "so much that is good and worthy of our two nations began". 

There is another part of German history which is extremely hard to face. It places 

high demands on this German Historical Institute in the United States of America. "A 

truthful relation to the past, a sense of responsibility to the dangers and opportunities of 

our time and a continuing spiritual effort in dealing with the gifts of our culture—in this 

area lies the position and the tasks of the German people" and may I add to President von 

Weizsaecker's thought—specifically of this German Historical Institute. 

My profound respect and gratitude at this hour go to those historians—and many of 

them are amongst us today—who had to flee Germany during its darkest period. They 

have kept alive the best tradition of German learning and knowledge abroad, while it was 

suppressed in Germany itself. They formed the bridge from a German humanistic history 

to a new beginning on the basis of shared values. If there is a continuity of German 

thought which we can be proud of, we owe it to them. Their support for this Historical 

Institute gives me hope that its work will bring new and important impulses not only for 

German and American historians but also for a "successor generation" on both sides of 

the Atlantic, which tends to neglect or sometimes misinterpret the past. "Whoever closes 

his eyes to the past becomes blind to the present"—may this Institute raise our awareness 

and thus contribute to a deeper, more sincere understanding of each other. 

In this spirit I wish the German Historical Institute much success on this opening day. 

 

 

Robert Forster, 

Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore; Council of the American Historical Association. 

The American Historical Association welcomes with immense gratification the 

founding of a German Historical Institute here in Wash- 


