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John Franklin Jameson was too poor to go to Germany for his graduate work, but his 

dedication to German historical training was equally strong. Earning his PhD at Johns 

Hopkins in 1882, Jameson became President of the AHA at only forty-eight. Unlike 

Adams, Jameson abhorred the scholar-promoter, and devoted much of his long career to 

making sources available to historians. His great ideal was the Monuntenta Germaniae 

Historica and he published an annual bibliography of Writings on American History from 

1903 to 1928 and, like Adams, persistently petitioned Congress to centralize the 

management of the nation's archives. He lived to see the creation of the National 

Archives in 1934. 

In 1987, as we commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of Jameson's death, it is hard to 

realize that before the professionalization of history in the U.S.A., we had little sense of 

"scientific history," of the importance of immersion in the sources, of selectivity and 

accuracy in their use, and of balance and judiciousness in their deployment in historical 

writing. What scholarly maturity we have gained since those fledgling days a century 

ago, we owe in no small part to the example of our German colleagues. And they 

continue to serve us today as we celebrate the founding of a German Historical Institute 

in our nation's capital. 

Konrad H. Jarausch, 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; Executive Secretary of the Conference Group 

for Central European History. 

The significance of this ceremony for the scholarly community in Germany and the 

US might best be illustrated by a short anecdote. Over ten years ago I chatted with one of 

the leading German specialists in American history in some faceless convention hotel 

about the difficulties of our mutual work: While he was trying to explain America to 

Germans, I was struggling to make sense of Germany for Americans. While he was 

sometimes laboring before uninterested or even anti-American youths, I was fighting 

profound ignorance and occasionally anti-German prejudice. While he often felt his 

scholarship ignored by tongue-tied American colleagues, I sometimes thought my own 

research insufficiently appreciated by continental Ordinarien. In short, striving for the 

same aim of increasing academic understanding between Germans and Americans, we 

faced exactly the same difficulties, only mirror-reversed. Repeated dozens of times by 

other colleagues, this ironic realization has inspired the creation of 
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a new institution that promises to serve the needs of both groups, namely the German 

Historical Institute in Washington. 

The Conference Group for Central European History, the largest association of 

scholars specializing in the German past outside of Germany, welcomes its opening with 

special enthusiasm. Over six hundred North American historians, roughly five times as 

many as political scientists, belong to this thirty year old affiliate society of the American 

Historical Association. Boasting several past presidents and vice-presidents.of the AHA 

among its members, the Conference Group edits a ,fine journal, Central European 

History, publishes a twice yearly newsletter, awards important book and article prizes and 

so on. Though considered by some a bit old-fashioned and avuncular, it has played a 

significant role in decisions about captured German documents (microfilm projects) and 

in spreading, concern with the history of the Germanies in plural from older refugees and 

World War Two participants to younger native American scholars. Thereby it has made a 

crucial contribution to making German history an established and respected field of study 

at American universities and colleges. Since the Conference Group supported the 

founding of the German Historical Institute at several critical junctures along the way, its 

members are especially pleased to see these plans come to fruition today. 

Because this festive occasion comes so closely before the season's holidays, a. few 

wishes to the German Nikolaus from the perspective of Central European historians may 

be in order. Though some of the founding discussions and guidelines in Bonn stress the 

importance of the GHI in Washington for German specialists of American history, the 

needs and interests of American historians of Germany ought not to be forgotten either! 

Since American scholarly associations rest on voluntary cooperation without paid staff 

and office facilities, the establishment of a firm institution, concerned with the German 

past, might provide greater continuity of organization without infringing on 

independence. The considerable amount of documentary material on modern Germany 

that resides in microfilms and US originals in Washington makes a research base in the 

capital essential. The lack of regular meetings of German historians outside of the annual 

AHA convention suggests the need for an additional locus of more specialized 

conferences. Finally, the expense and bother of transatlantic travel makes a conduit for 

German colleagues and fresh trends (i.e. representatives of Alltagsgeschichte) quite 

attractive for American scholars. 

As the past both links and separates Germans from Americans, an honest and 

dispassionate discussion of common experience will pro- 
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vide a firmer basis for continued cooperation than political toasts, pretending at a special 

relationship. The immigration of millions of Germans into the United States and the 

creativity of Central European culture provide firm bonds. But painful memories of the 

enmity of two World Wars and of the holocaust tend to pull them apart. Instead of 

glossing over these tensions with well-meaning rhetoric, it will be more fruitful to 

explore this ambivalent relationship fearlessly and critically in order to achieve a 

common ground for the future. In this examination of the contradictions and connections 

of German and American history, the German Historical Institute in Washington is called 

upon to play a special leadership role. 

 

 

 

Ronald Smelser, 

University of Utah, Salt Lake City; Vice-President and President-Elect of the German 

Studies Association. 

 

 

On the occasion of the opening of the German Historical Institute in Washington, I
-
 

am grateful for the opportunity of conveying to you greetings and best wishes on behalf 

of the Executive Committee and the membership of the German Studies Association. 

We are a multidisciplinary association with a very strong component of historians; 

nearly half of our number is historians. We began our activities eleven years ago with our 

roots deep in the western part of this country—as our original name Western Association 

of German Studies indicates—but have grown rapidly to become a national, indeed, 

international organization. Our nearly twelve. hundred members are scattered over the 

United States, Canada and Europe and they are among the most active in our field. 

Nearly a quarter of them -regularly attend our annual meeting, a considerably higher 

percentage than that attained by many scholarly organizations. 

It has been our purpose from the outset to function as a forum to enable American, 

German and scholars of other nations as well, to exchange ideas, interpretations and 

information. This we do by way of our journal, the German Studies Review, our 

newsletter and our annual meeting. We are particularly happy to take note of the increas-

ing participation of our German colleagues at our meetings. Last month in St. Louis, 38 

scholars from the Federal Republic alone took part in our eleventh annual convention. 

It is this task of providing an opportunity for German and American scholars to work 

together that we share with you. We also share with 


