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vide a firmer basis for continued cooperation than political toasts, pretending at a special 

relationship. The immigration of millions of Germans into the United States and the 

creativity of Central European culture provide firm bonds. But painful memories of the 

enmity of two World Wars and of the holocaust tend to pull them apart. Instead of 

glossing over these tensions with well-meaning rhetoric, it will be more fruitful to 

explore this ambivalent relationship fearlessly and critically in order to achieve a 

common ground for the future. In this examination of the contradictions and connections 

of German and American history, the German Historical Institute in Washington is called 

upon to play a special leadership role. 

 

 

 

Ronald Smelser, 

University of Utah, Salt Lake City; Vice-President and President-Elect of the German 

Studies Association. 

 

 

On the occasion of the opening of the German Historical Institute in Washington, I
-
 

am grateful for the opportunity of conveying to you greetings and best wishes on behalf 

of the Executive Committee and the membership of the German Studies Association. 

We are a multidisciplinary association with a very strong component of historians; 

nearly half of our number is historians. We began our activities eleven years ago with our 

roots deep in the western part of this country—as our original name Western Association 

of German Studies indicates—but have grown rapidly to become a national, indeed, 

international organization. Our nearly twelve. hundred members are scattered over the 

United States, Canada and Europe and they are among the most active in our field. 

Nearly a quarter of them -regularly attend our annual meeting, a considerably higher 

percentage than that attained by many scholarly organizations. 

It has been our purpose from the outset to function as a forum to enable American, 

German and scholars of other nations as well, to exchange ideas, interpretations and 

information. This we do by way of our journal, the German Studies Review, our 

newsletter and our annual meeting. We are particularly happy to take note of the increas-

ing participation of our German colleagues at our meetings. Last month in St. Louis, 38 

scholars from the Federal Republic alone took part in our eleventh annual convention. 

It is this task of providing an opportunity for German and American scholars to work 

together that we share with you. We also share with 
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you a strong emphasis on comparative studies. For that reason we look forward to close 

collaboration with the German Historical Institute and offer you our very best wishes for 

success as you, Professor Lehmann, and your associates take up your work here in 

Washington. 

 

 

 

III. Summary of the Round-Table Discussion on the Program and Activities of the 

German Historical Institute, held November 19, 1987 

 

On November 19, 1987, the day after the official opening of the German Historical 

Institute, a group of thirty-six historians convened in the Carnegie Conference Center in 

Washington, D.C. to discuss and comment on Hartmut Lehmann's proposals for the 

program and activities of the Institute as first outlined in BULLETIN No. 1. The meeting 

was chaired by Hermann-Josef Rupieper of the GHI. The following comments and 

suggestions were made. 

 

1. Service Functions 

 

i) Promotion, through increased assistance, of graduate participation in German history 

 

A current problem in many universities is the decline in the number of graduates 

enrolled in German history programs. Those that do exist
 
are spread very thinly around 

the country and receive very little critical support for their work. It was suggested, 

therefore, that the Institute give this problem some attention; assisting those who have 

passed a certain level of achievement to come into contact with the larger community of
 

scholars of German history. Anything that could help the transition from being a student 

in search of a dissertation topic to becoming a scholar would be immensely useful. 

One way of doing this would be to provide workshops and summer tours to German 

archives. For example, the Council for European Studies provides students with pre-

dissertation fellowships to travel to foreign archives in order to sample them before 

beginning their research. However, in planning such programs the panel felt it necessary 

to avoid imposing age limits on possible candidates. Many historians dealing with local 

American communities or American politics, for example, have realized at a certain point 

in their career that their topic incorporates large numbers of Germans. Consequently, they 


