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you a strong emphasis on comparative studies. For that reason we look forward to close 

collaboration with the German Historical Institute and offer you our very best wishes for 

success as you, Professor Lehmann, and your associates take up your work here in 

Washington. 

 

 

 

III. Summary of the Round-Table Discussion on the Program and Activities of the 

German Historical Institute, held November 19, 1987 

 

On November 19, 1987, the day after the official opening of the German Historical 

Institute, a group of thirty-six historians convened in the Carnegie Conference Center in 

Washington, D.C. to discuss and comment on Hartmut Lehmann's proposals for the 

program and activities of the Institute as first outlined in BULLETIN No. 1. The meeting 

was chaired by Hermann-Josef Rupieper of the GHI. The following comments and 

suggestions were made. 

 

1. Service Functions 

 

i) Promotion, through increased assistance, of graduate participation in German history 

 

A current problem in many universities is the decline in the number of graduates 

enrolled in German history programs. Those that do exist
 
are spread very thinly around 

the country and receive very little critical support for their work. It was suggested, 

therefore, that the Institute give this problem some attention; assisting those who have 

passed a certain level of achievement to come into contact with the larger community of
 

scholars of German history. Anything that could help the transition from being a student 

in search of a dissertation topic to becoming a scholar would be immensely useful. 

One way of doing this would be to provide workshops and summer tours to German 

archives. For example, the Council for European Studies provides students with pre-

dissertation fellowships to travel to foreign archives in order to sample them before 

beginning their research. However, in planning such programs the panel felt it necessary 

to avoid imposing age limits on possible candidates. Many historians dealing with local 

American communities or American politics, for example, have realized at a certain point 

in their career that their topic incorporates large numbers of Germans. Consequently, they 
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may have to deal with new sources lying in Germany and yet only have training in 

American archives. 

Workshops would also be beneficial, particularly to students of those smaller colleges 

which are unable to offer the advantages of large seminars. These workshops could be 

held in various regions of the United States, preferably with the cosponsorship of 

different universities in order to help save on costs. An existing example of such a 

workshop can be seen in the one recently held by the German Women's History Group. 

Here, approximately fifteen students from different parts of this country, as well as from 

Germany, came together to deliver abstracts from their dissertation projects. In this way, 

advanced students were provided with an excellent, almost unprecedented opportunity for 

exchanging ideas. Such workshops could also be used as a means of orienting students 

toward archival research, preparing them in advance for the next stage of their studies. In 

this respect, the. Institute might serve as a half-way house in helping students identify 

where to go in Germany for which topics. 

Some of the panel's German participants indicated, however, the importance of 

discussing who should take part in these workshops; Ph.D. students, or post-doctoral 

scholars. Bearing in mind the differences in the German and American career systems. 

and particularly the way the German system operates, it would be more important to 

bring together young scholars who had already demonstrated their abilities by completing 

their dissertations and who were now turning to new fields. A possible starting point 

might be to compile lists detailing the universities and institutions which are already 

organizing such workshops. 

 

ii) More involvement for younger scholars 

 

Attention was drawn to the importance of the Institute in providing for younger 

students from Germany doing research in the United States. These students should be 

given better assistance, for example, a network of communication could be developed to 

help support them in their research. Many felt that room should be made for younger 

scholars to participate in conferences which are so often organized around big names 

alone. After all, most of the research and archival work is carried out by younger scholars 

so they should be given the chance to present preliminary results of their research in both 

organized conferences and American university seminars. Providing information on 

visiting young German historians to American universities would benefit all around. 
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2. The Library 

Hartmut Lehmann referred to two competing models for the structure and size of the 

library: One would be to expand to the size of the Kennedy Library in Berlin, which 

provides a service to all German Americanists; the other possibility would be to have a 

more selective library. Naturally, a large library on the model of the Kennedy Library 

would require major financial investment necessitating serious consideration. 

A beneficial service for small colleges lacking the funds to purchase German 

academic journals would be for the library to provide copies of articles from German 

periodicals on request. It should not, however, be overburdened with services already 

provided through interloan libraries. 

The library was praised for its subscription to a large number of German history 

journals, particularly those regional and local ones which are difficult to get hold of in the 

United States. 

Because the library has many new and recently printed books, it was suggested that a 

list of acquisitions be distributed as a valuable means of supplying information on the 

new literature available on German history. Hartmut Lehmann replied that such lists 

would appear as appropriate, in future issues of the BULLETIN. 

One area which should receive special attention is the collection of inventories from 

German archives, both published and unpublished. By systematically acquiring these 

Findbuecher of various archives in Germany the Institute. would have something very 

unique to offer in this country, Assuring it of a central role in the historical community. 

Lists of these inventories could either be published regularly or simply be made available 

in the form of copies on request. Assurance was given that this project had already been 

initiated and was underway. 

The question was raised whether archival information would also be made available 

on the GDR. 

 

3. Projects for Research  

 

i) Innovative areas 

There was general consensus on the need for the Institute to take initiative in 

developing new key topics which have already generated a certain amount of interest. 

These include: gender history—a prime area of interest among the younger generation; 

and the whole post-1945 period; which is opening up rapidly but needs some direction 

and structuring. The Institute should also pay close attention to problems of social 

history, particularly in the 17th, 18th and 19
th
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centuries. This is the direction the German history profession is and should be
-
 going, if it 

wants to reach the level of quality of French history and English local history. East 

Central
-
European history since the 1920's is also an area which for too long has been 

neglected in the teaching of European history. 

Despite possible difficulties in coordination, German Austria should be a topic of 

developing interest at the Institute. It would appear that a large part of the German 

problem was not so much Germany's relations with the West, or even. within Germany 

itself, but with the smaller peoples
-
of East Central Europe. Some way of incorporating 

the Austrian Germans and everything German about the Austrian Empire would be an 

interesting topic for the Institute. 

 

ii) Comparative history 

 

A certain amount of scepticism was expressed with regard to the area of comparative 

history. However, there were some proposals for ways of contributing to this subject. 

Following the example of sociology departments in the United States, a group of German 

specialists working on a particular problem in the German context could introduce the 

problem to some Americans working in the same field. for comment. 

The Institute could use bilateral relations and bilateral German-American topics as a 

basis for development of innovative impulses for international discussion. That would 

then expand American-German affairs to greater global significance, developing bilateral 

history into an international subject. 

Politics was also mentioned as a topic to come under the heading of comparative 

history; the whole question of the relationship between constitution and society, the 

weaknesses in the political system and comparison of social and constitutional problems. 

This could be a comparative topic under which a large range of subjects could be 

coordinated. It was cautioned, however, that if this sort of work was to have any lasting 

effect, certain groups would have to be established to stimulate and consider questions 

over a long period of time. 

 

iii) Interdisciplinary history, historiography 

 

The Institute could establish a forum for the integration of social and economic 

history with political history. This would facilitate dealing with research in social history 

in its relationship with diplomatic history, international relations and so on. 

The study of history would
-
be strengthened by interdisciplinary work, drawing in, for 

example, those in the field of German literature. 
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At present German history and literature are greatly separated in this country, probably 

the more so because research in German literature often goes in a highly technical 

direction. Research in German history is also in a far better state than is the research in 

German literature. Cooperation between scholars of these two disciplines could be of 

mutual interest and benefit. 

Within the. framework of interdisciplinary history one could also work on 

historiography—a topic lacking coverage in both the United States and Germany. One 

way to begin on this would be to take various mutually accepted texts of equalling 

importance and, with the help of good translations, the comparison of these texts could 

provide a stimulus for reexamining the historiography on both sides. Unfortunately, good 

translations of texts seldom exist, so problems arise from all kinds of misinterpretations 

and misunderstandings. 

A solution to this problem of poor translations would be to establish workshops. 

These could include experts in the reading of classical or basic texts who could assist in 

sorting out the misreadings. Such workshops could also provide for the working through 

of particular texts together, thus initiating the closing of the gap of political-intellectual 

cultures. 

 

4. Forming a Profile for the Institute 

 

With the variety of possibilities open to the Institute, it is necessary to consider the 

size and shape it should take both currently and in the future. 

Within the next five to ten years the Institute will probably reach a : staff of twenty, 

ten of which would be professional historians. It is important to develop a particular 

profile and not simply function as an agency. Such a profile depends very much on the 

research fellows engaged in real, ongoing topics. Three major topics for in-house 

research and development were suggested: compilation and editing of a catalog of the 

source material. concerning German history located in this country; locating and 

evaluating the papers of German immigrants; and cataloguing German and American 

documents on the post World War II period. It was agreed that the Institute had too 

important a role in the community of historians to just sit back and be a center for 

resources. Rather it should provide guidance and the impulse for further research and 

study. 

 

5. Networks 

 

The question of building a network of historians across the country was raised. An 

obvious. difficulty in dealing with this kind of infra- 

http://research.in/
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structure is the size of the country and the decentralized nature of the history profession. 

Nevertheless, small groups interested in specific topics could. congregate in a kind of 

regional network. Here the Institute could assist by providing funds for conferences. On. 

a more basic level, it. could also help by simply providing space and funds for travel. 

Another suggestion was to make information available on-line. 

In conjunction with this idea of. networks it was agreed that the Institute would 

benefit from an informal but institutionalized association of "American Friends". Such a 

mechanism would facilitate a regular and systematic flow of the ideas, problems, and 

developments among American historians as they arise; at the same time it would provide 

the Institute with necessary feedback. 

In addition to the German Studies Association and the Conference Group for Central 

European History other participants of such a group were mentioned, namely the Society 

for German-American Studies, historians of Jewish Immigration in the United States and 

the German Women's History Group. 

 

 

Round Table Participants 

 

Angermann, Erich University of Cologne  

Barth, Gunther  University of California, Berkeley, CA 

Birke, Adolf M.  GHI, London 

Bridenthal, Renate  Brooklyn College, NY 

Conzen, Kathleen N. University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

Craig, Gordon Stanford University, Stanford, CA 

Eley, Geoffrey H. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

Frohn, Axel  GHI, Washington, DC 

Geyer, Michael University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

Gilbert, Felix  Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ 

Gimbel, John  Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA 

Iggers, George G. State University of New York, Buffalo, NY 
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Jarausch, Konrad University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC 

Kielmansegg, Peter Graf  University of Mannheim 

Knudsen, Jonathan Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA 

Krueger, Peter  University of Marburg 

Lehmann, Hartmut  GHI, Washington, DC 

Livingston, Robert G. American Institute for Contemporary German  

  Studies, Washington, DC 

Myers, Duane Francis Marion College, Florence, SC 

Nagler, Joerg  GHI; Washington, DC 

Oberman, Heiko A. University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

Paret, Peter Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ 

Pflanze, Otto P. Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY 

Rogger, Hans J. University of California, Los Angeles, CA 

Rupieper, Hermann-Josef GHI, Washington, DC 

Schissler, Hanna Georg-Eckert Institute, Braunschweig 

Schroeder, Hans-Juergen University of Giessen 

Schroeder, Paul W. University of Illinois, Urbana, IL 

Sheehan, James J. Stanford University, Stanford, CA 

Smelser, Ronald University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 

Stern, Fritz Columbia University, New York, NY 

Turner, Henry A., Jr. Yale University, New Haven, CT 

Vierhaus, Rudolf  Max-Planck-Institute, Goettingen 

Walker, Mack Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD 

Weinberg, Gerhard L. University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC 

Winkler, Heinrich August University of Freiburg 

 

As guests: The members of the Institute's Board of Trustees 

 


