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III. New Topics of Research at the Institute 

 

"'Americana' and German Scholarship: Academic Exchange and the Intellectual 

Relationship between Germany and the United States, 18701920" (Eckhardt Fuchs) 

 

The project deals with the intellectual relationship between German and American 

scholars between 1876 and 1920, an area of German-American relations during the 

German Empire that has been widely neglected. These academic relations can be seen as 

a part of the trend toward growing internationalization since the 1850s. The process of 

various academic disciplines becoming more scientific and professionalized, the technical 

revolution in publishing and printing, and improvements in transportation and 

international communications all created the necessity for institutionalizing international 

academic cooperation. This new era was reflected in the rapid increase in international 

congresses, the joint participation of scholars from different nations in scientific projects, 

the transnational editorship of scientific journals, the founding of supranational academic 

institutions, and the exchange of scholars. 

The scope of my study will encompass the process of internationalization of national 

scholarship in Europe since the second half of the nineteenth century. In light of the 

growth of tensions among European countries at this time, the emergence of an 

international scientific community is surprising. On the one hand, academic cooperation 

was regarded by contemporary scholars not only as a means of exchanging knowledge 

but also as a counter-current to the rise in the number of international conflicts. On the 

other hand, the international intellectual community was not without its own nationally 

competitive spirit, as seen in confrontations between French and German scholars 

regarding who exerted the most cultural and intellectual influence on American 

academia. 

Initially, I am researching what the internationalization of science and scholarship 

meant and why and how it was institutionalized at the turn of the century. It is therefore 

critical to explain the meaning of the term "intellectual exchange" and to define what is to 

be understood by the terms "cooperation," "communication," and "scientific transfers." 

Second, I am concentrating on the organization, the mechanics, and the effects of 

communication and cooperation among German and American academics. I will begin 

my study with the year 1876, the year the Johns Hopkins University was founded and the 

world exhibition in Philadelphia took place. I will use three main categories in my 

analysis: 
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individual scholarly exchanges, the exchange of academic literature, and collaborative 

projects within certain disciplines. 

Individual scholarly exchanges: The most important sources are correspondence and 

travel reports written by German academics who traveled to the United States to give 

lectures at various American universities and intellectual societies. In analyzing letters 

and reports, I will look for the particular reasons for their trips, their sponsors, their 

scholarly influence, and their perceptions of American society and academic culture. The 

first wave of academic travel occurred in the 1870s and was limited to a few disciplines. 

It peaked in the beginning of the new century, when scholars from nearly every academic 

discipline journeyed to the United States. The participation of more than thirty German 

professors in the Congress of Arts and Science, which took place on the occasion of the 

international world exhibition in St. Louis in 1904, is one important indicator of the 

interest German academics exhibited in American culture and science. This exchange 

would not have been possible without the help and influence of Germans who had lived 

in the United States, such as Professor Hugo Münsterberg (Harvard) and the Consul 

Walther Wever (Chicago). 

Exchange of academic literature: The archives of the Smithsonian Institution have a 

rich collection on this topic. Beginning in 1848, the Smithsonian was in charge of the 

national and international exchange of governmental and scientific literature on behalf of 

the American government and academic institutions. I will investigate the role that 

Germany and German institutions played in this exchange and to what extent Americans 

and Germans participated in the construction of an international order of book exchange. 

Furthermore, German publishing houses had complained for some time about restrictive 

American import policies, customs regulations, and copyright laws, since they made it 

almost impossible for German publishers to distribute and sell books in North America. I 

will explore the steps that German publishers took to change the situation at different 

levels: by pushing the German government to inaugurate bilateral treaties, by discussing 

the matter at international congresses, and by establishing an office in New York. The 

sources of the Börsenverein der deutschen Buchhändler, which was located in Leipzig, 

are critical for this part of the study. 

Collaborative projects within certain disciplines: I have not yet decided which 

examples of international projects I will use in my study. One project that might be worth 

investigating is the endeavor to create 
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an International Catalogue of Scientific Literature, which was started in the 1850s. 

This approach allows us to look behind the attempts of the German government to 

establish a cultural exchange program for political purposes. I will concentrate not only 

on the political-administrative framework of intellectual relationships but also on its 

specific realization and results for the academic community. On the American side, the 

demand for the importation of German cultural and intellectual goods was closely 

connected to the spread of German culture. An important question, therefore, is why did 

various groups in the American intellectual community seek to import German ideas by 

giving German academics the possibility to travel to the United States? And vice versa; 

why did German academics, who belonged, in their own view, to the most developed 

intellectual culture in the world, want to travel to the academic "periphery"? Instead of 

constructing certain national types of science, I approach the topic by looking at the 

interaction of specific social groups and the dynamics of intellectual exchange. 

In so doing, I hope to shed light on the workings of this process as well as on the 

potential for and the limitations of intellectual cooperation between Germany and the 

United States before World War I. 

"Oral History and German-American Studies: Creating a Reference Resource" 

(Robert P. Grathwol) 

The German Historical Institute has engaged me to conduct a survey of oral history 

resources available in the United States that deal with Germany, German-American 

relations, and American policy toward Germany since 1945. The goal is to identify the 

location, nature, and quantity of such oral history interviews and to publish that 

information in a guide to oral history resources for use by scholars. The project also seeks 

to promote both the potential value of oral history interviews and a more professional 

approach to the practice and use of oral history. 

This project arises from my own experience. For the past eight years I have been 

researching U.S. military construction in Europe, the Mediterranean, and the Middle East 

since 1945. I also collaborated on the project, American Forces in Berlin: Cold War 

Outpost, 1945-1994 (Legacy Resource Management Program, 1994). Each research 

activity has profited tremendously from the extensive use of oral history to complement 

traditional documentary evidence. 


