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Zur Person
leitet die Vatikanische Sternwarte in Rom (Specola Vaticana). Dieses Institut ist Teil des Vatikans und 

steht dem Papst und dem Heiligen Stuhl daher sehr nahe. Gleichzeitig pflegt es eine enge 

Zusammenarbeit mit Wissenschaftlern, die oft anderen Religionsgemeinschaften oder Kulturkreisen 

angehören.

Statement
The recent celebration of the International Year of Astronomy led us to consider our place in the 

universe and to ask ourselves the most fundamental questions: What is the ‘explanation’ and 

‘meaning’ of a universe that generates from within itself entities who seek truth, create beauty, strive 

for goodness, have moral purposes, and create community? What is the ‘explanation’ and ‘meaning’ of 

a cosmos in which these intelligent beings seem to undergo pain, suffering, and death?

In this context the dialog between Science and Religion, or more specific in my presentation, 

Astronomy and Christian Faith, is part of the broader dialog posed by Humanities.If we wish to be 

partners in this dialog, which I believe is important and helpful, we first need to be aware that it will 

depend on the cultural and religious background in which the dialog is developed. Second, we need to 

realize that the language and method of Science and Faith are different. This dialog requires a certain 

knowledge of Science and Theology. I understand Theology here to mean the critical reflection of the 

contents of faith in order that the life of the Christian may achieve its fullest significance. In this sense 

every Christian should be a Theologian. Scientists respond with wonder and intellectual excitement in 

their search for the ultimate nature of the universe, and at the same time, with awareness at the 

incompleteness of our real understanding of the cosmos. Science and Theology are characterized by 

their search for intelligibility.

As we know from history, there have been and there will be conflicts between Science and Theology. I 

believe that ignorance is the root of these conflicts and of all fundamentalisms. Knowledge must be 

understood and pursued in its liberating breath, yet if it aspires to be wisdom, it must be capable of 

directing man in the light of his first beginnings and his final ends.The critical thinking that the scientific 

method details can help us to purify our faith from irrational elements and the system of values that 

Christianity offers can help to bring human concerns to Science. For the Christian, God provides 

purpose and significance to reality, and at the same time he or she experiences God as the loving and 

merciful God revealed in the Scriptures. 

I see Science and Faith as two endeavors of the human spirit. In particular, Astronomy provides a 

fresh gaze of the universe, raising the most profound human questions. 
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