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Chartularium Sangallense, i: 700–840, ed. Peter Erhart with Karl Hei -
decker and Bernhard Zeller (Ost fildern: Jan Thorbecke Verlag, 2013),
xxxvi + 375 pp. ISBN 978 3 7995 6067 2. €120.00

‘The charter material from St Gall is unique for the Carolingian peri-
od’: thus Rosamond McKitterick near the start of a path-breaking dis-
cussion of early medieval charters.1 No other medieval monastic
community managed to keep so many of its original charters in a
way that lasted or, in the High Middle Ages, resisted the temptation
to make copies instead of keeping the originals. Though a great many
charters were lost during and after the Reformation period, and some
were shamelessly filched, the oldest of them were printed in 1645. An
edition of all surviving charters (including those filched) was pub-
lished in two volumes in the 1860s by Hermann Wartmann (1835–
1929).2 These volumes, representing the finest scholarship of their
day, have clearly stood the test of time: not only have they remained
scholarly stand-bys until the publication of the work under review,
but they were regarded as still sufficiently useful in 1983 for a modern
re-edition to be postponed, and it was decided that the new edition of
all the St Gallen charters would begin with volume three, from 900.
Nevertheless, ‘Wartmann’ was showing its age. In 1985 the archivist
of St Gallen wrote that a new edition was ‘an urgent necessity’. 

Meanwhile, the profound researches of Michael Borgolte had
made some flaws apparent, notably in the datings of charters, and
offered at the same time a wealth of new findings about the people
and places who made up Carolingian St Gall’s charter-world.3 Rosa -
mond McKitterick’s work admirably set out the charters’ social and
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1 Rosamond McKitterick, in the third chapter, ‘A Literate Community: The
Evidence of the Charters’, of her The Carolingians and the Written Word
(Cambridge, 1989), 77–134, at 80.
2 Hermann Wartmann, Urkundenbuch der Abtei St Gallen, i: (700–840) and ii:
(840–920) (Zurich/St Gallen, 1863; St Gallen, 1866). Wartmann was a former
student of Georg Waitz (1813–86), godfather of the project.
3 The relevant works by Michael Borgolte are the following: ‘Chronologische
Studien an den alemannischen Urkunden des Stiftsarchivs St. Gallen’, Archiv
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cultural context; and in the early twenty-first century the appearance
of successive parts of the second series of Chartae Latinae Antiquiores
has provided excellent facsimiles.4 All this ground work is presented
in pp. ix–xii of Peter Erhart’s introduction, where the guiding princi-
ples of the new edition are clearly stated at pp. xiii–xv. It must be said
at once that this is a contribution to Carolingian scholarship of the
very highest quality.5

Particularly helpful, given the fundamental importance of dating
in charter scholarship, is the ‘Kommentar zu den Datierungen (700–
840)’ contributed by Karl Heidecker and Bernhard Zeller, pp. xvii–
xxvi. Like the mythic dwarfs on giants’ shoulders, they give due
acknowledgment to the work of both Wartmann and Borgolte. It is
on their revisions to the giants’ datings that, as Erhart notes (p. xii)
‘attention falls above all’. Rules of thumb inferable from editorial
practice are made clear (pp. xvii–xx): first and foremost, consult orig-
inals wherever possible; second, emend as little as possible; third,
when the various dating-forms in a given charter do not agree, con-
sider emending regnal dates in light of days and months; further,
accept Borgolte’s corrections to Wartmann’s dates; then, assume that
differentiating between monastic and non-monastic scribes can help
determine whether to accept the date offered by an original or by a
copy; then, do not make many assumptions based on the dates when
particular scribes held monastic offices, for these are seldom precise;
finally, when dating elements are missing or inadequate, give clear
indications of terminus ante quem or post quem, and assign a ‘c.’ dating
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für Diplomatik, 24 (1978), 54–202; Geschichte der Grafschaften Alemanniens in
fränkischer Zeit (Sigmaringen, 1984); Die Grafen Alemanniens in merowingischer
und karolingischer Zeit: Eine Prosopographie (Sigmaringen, 1986); and ‘Kom -
mentar zu Ausstellungsdaten, Actum- und Güterorten der älteren St. Galler
Urkunden’, in Michael Borgolte, Dieter Geuenich, and Karl Schmid (eds.),
Subsidia Sangallensia: Materialien und Untersuchungen zu den Verbrüderungs -
büchern und älteren Urkunden des Stiftsarchivs St. Gallen (St Gallen, 1986),
323–475.
4 Chartae Latinae Antiquiores: Facsimile-Edition of the Latin Charters, 2nd series.
Ninth Century, ed. G. Cavallo, G. Nicolaj, published by P. Erhart, K.
Heidecker and B. Zeller, Parts C–CIV (Zurich/Dietikon, 2006, 2008, 2009,
2010, 2011).
5 Two mistakes in the Introduction are only very minor irritants: there is a
marker for footnote 18 but no footnote, and footnote 20 appears but without
a marker for it in the text.



only on the basis of information on persons named in the charter in
question or in other related charters. These are working principles
recognizably right for the tiro charter-scholar and expert alike.

In the rest of their ‘Kommentar’, Heidecker and Zeller consider
difficulties encountered in the variety of regnal years used by the
scribes of St Gall. These are difficulties that can be seen in a broader
historical view to arise from the succession practices of the Carolin -
gians. In 768, for instance, the division of the regnum Francorum
between Pippin’s sons Charlemagne and Carloman put St Gall in
Carloman’s kingdom. These editors convincingly reject the sugges-
tion that some St Gall charters were dated by Charlemagne’s regnal
years even before Carloman’s death on 4 December 771, basing their
rejection not only on technical grounds but on an appraisal of
Carolingian political thought and practice. Regnal-year datings were
part and parcel of what Ildar Garipzanov has termed ‘the symbolic
language of authority’, partly inherited, also much developed, by
Carolingian rulers, and communicated to their people by, inter alios et
inter alia, charter-scribes and charters.6 It is because regnal dates were
anything but ‘merely’ formulaic that, to echo Peter Erhart, they
demand our attention as signs of legitimacy. Signs were not always
read at St Gall in precisely the same way, however. Heidecker and
Zeller, noting (p. xxiii) that from 775 onwards nearly all the
monastery’s scribes used reign-years for Charlemagne that dated
from 9 October 768, interpret this as a consequence of the take-over
of the Lombard kingdom in 774 and ‘the expression of a new and, so
to speak, more generalized understanding of Charlemagne’s ruler-
ship’.

Charlemagne’s Divisio regnorum of 806 was a project for the
future, but at St Gall in Alamannia it was perceived as something
more concrete and immediate. Heidecker and Zeller point out (p. xxii
with n. 25) that several St Gall charters dating from 807–9 give the
regnal years of not only Charlemagne but also Pippin of Italy, to
whom the divisio assigned Alamannia.7 ‘Political datings’ recur in
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6 Ildar H. Garipzanov, The Symbolic Language of Authority in the Carolingian
World (c.751–877) (Leiden, 2008).
7 Zeller, ‘“Politischer Datierungen” in St. Galler Urkunden 814–841?’, in M.
Gravel and S. Kaschke (eds.), Politische Theologie und Geschichte unter Ludwig
dem Frommen (forthcoming); and for the wider context see S. Kaschke,
‘Tradition und Adaption: Die “Divisio regnorum” und die fränkische Herr -



subsequent Carolingian divisions. After the forced retirement of Louis
the Pious in 833, and the de facto succession of three of his sons, the St
Gall scribe Theothart seemed unsure of when Louis the German’s
reign began, dating a charter of ?26 July 834 ‘anno secundo incipiente
iunioris Hludouuici regis in Alamannia’ (p. xxvi). After Louis the
Pious’s restoration in 834, and especially from 837 onwards, when
Heidecker and Zeller detect a ‘consolidation and strengthening of the
emperor’s position’ (p. xxv), St Gall scribes always give the regnal
years of either the emperor alone or of both him and ‘junior’ Louis.
Only charters written by scribes who did not belong to the St Gall
community were dated by the years of ‘junior’ Louis alone. After the
definitive breach between the emperor and his namesake in 839, all
charters were dated by the emperor’s reign years alone: the clearest
possible sign of legitimacy vindicated.

The last charter of volume one is dated 12 June 840, ‘anno XXVII
Hludouuici imperatoris’. Louis died just a fortnight later, on 26 June.
And there ends the project-story so far. With this beautifully edited
volume readers must be satisfied for the moment. The Table of
Concordances between it and ‘Wartmann’ and the Chartae Latinae
Antiquiores volumes shows the very large number of reorderings of
charters the new edition offers—further evidence of the crucial
importance of datings. Volume two (promised by the publisher for
2016) will contain the indices of people, places, and things for all the
St Gall charters down to 1000, thus making the contents of both vol-
umes eminently usable.8 This reader for one can hardly wait to use
them! But, having noted Wartmann’s regret in 1863 at having had to
abandon planned maps for reasons of cost, she hopes that it is not too
late to make a plea for maps in 2016.
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schaftsnachfolge’, in B. Kasten (ed.), Herrscher- und Fürstentestamente im west -
europäischen Mittelalter (Cologne, 2008), 259–89.
8 For the moment, though, we have Wartmann’s registers of people and
places: still useful even if superseded by more recent work. 
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