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JOCHEN BURGTORF, The Central Convent of Hospitallers and Tem-
plars: History, Organization, and Personnel (1099/1120–1310), History of
War  fare, 50 (Leiden: Brill, 2008), xxviii + 761 pp. with 3 maps and 73
tables. ISBN 978 90 04 16660 8. €179.00. US $286.00

The Hospitallers and the Templars were certainly the most important
and prominent military–religious orders during the twelfth and thir-
teenth centuries. They were founded in Jerusalem, the Templars from
a band of knights for the sole purpose of fighting the infidel and the
Hospitallers from conversi running a hospital next to the Holy
Sepulchre. Both orders soon became famous for the protection they
offered Christian pilgrims, for their victories against the Muslims,
and the Hospitallers also for their care of the poor and the sick. The
headquarters of both orders remained in the Latin East after the loss
of Jerusalem in 1187. Both orders developed strategies to recruit
fighters, raise alms, and exploit estates in the west to support the
Christian East. Yet they were unable to continue this support after
the middle of the thirteenth century when enthusiasm for the cru-
sades dwindled and communal, princely, and monarchical control
increased. Even before the Mamluks conquered Acre in 1291, both
orders began to be blamed for Christian failures in the Levant. Such
criticism led to various proposals for reform. Finally, the Hospitallers
moved their headquarters from Cyprus to Rhodes in 1309 where they
formed a more or less independent Ordensstaat for the next two cen-
turies, similar to the Teutonic Order which, also in 1309, moved its
headquarters to Prussia. The Templars were arrested by King Philip
the Fair of France in 1307, and after criminal proceedings Pope
Clement V suppressed the order in 1312; in 1314 the last Templar
master and some senior officers were burnt at the stake in Paris on
charges of misdemeanour, offence, and heresy. There is a vast and
rapidly growing amount of modern research on the military–reli-
gious orders during the crusader period.1 But a proper understand-
ing of what really happened is impossible without comprehensive
prosopographical studies. This large gap is filled by Jochen Burg -
torf’s opus magnum, the published version of his Ph.D. thesis that was
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1 An excellent survey including a critical discussion of the sources and an up-
to-date bibliography is Jonathan Riley-Smith, Templars and Hospitallers as
Professed Religious in the Holy Land (Notre Dame, Ind., 2010).



supervised by Rudolf Hiestand (Düsseldorf) in 2001 and has been
available so far only on microfiche.

The first part of the book is a historical outline, divided into three
chronological chapters for the periods when the headquarters were
in Jerusalem 1099/1120–1187/91, in Acre 1191–1291, and on Cyprus
1291–1310. Each chapter starts with a discussion of the written
descriptions and the extant physical remains of the headquarters and
continues with two surveys, one for the people living and serving in
the headquarters, not only knights, sergeants-at-arms, other ser-
geants, and turcopoles but also male and female servants, priests, sis-
ters (only for the Hospitallers), and the second for the officers adopt-
ed probably in imitation of princely courts. The role of the orders
during the several crusades of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries in
the Levant is duly considered. Special crises are discussed: the resig-
nation of the Hospitaller Master Gilbert of Assailly in 1170, the
Hospitaller chapter general of 1204/06, and the resignation of the
Mas ter Alphonso of Portugal; the opposition to the Hospitaller mas-
ters Odo of Pins in 1295 and William of Villaret in 1299; the quarrel
on Cyprus between King Henry II and his brother Amaury of
Lusignan in 1306–10; and the Templar trial of 1307–14, which ended
on Cyprus in 1311 when the Order’s Marshal Aimo of Oiselay was
incarcerated for life at Kyrenia, not because of the Templars’ crimes
but because he had been involved in a conspiracy against King Henry
II. Earlier theories that the Hospitallers had their headquarters at
Margat in Syria for a while after 1187 and that after 1218 the
Templars had their headquarters at Pilgrims’ Castle, Château Pèlerin,
At(h)lit are convincingly rejected; see pp. 80–1 and 93–4, with asides
that between 1187 and 1191 both orders most likely had their head-
quarters at Tyre and that in the thirteenth century the Teutonic
Knights probably never moved their headquarters to Montfort,
Starken berg, outside Acre.

The second part of the book concerns the Templar and Hospitaller
officers in the central convent, their hierarchies, titles (such as bailli,
preceptor), seals, and other insignia, tenure and accountability, en -
tourage and equipment. These officers came to represent the central
convent as opposed to the master, who was frequently absent (about
20 per cent of the time) and often needed a lieutenant. The officers
included (1) the seneschal, who is attested only for the Templars from
1129/30 to 1191, (2) the (grand) preceptor, who oversaw provisions
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and acted as the master’s lieutenant in geographically or legally
defined areas, (3) the treasurer, (4) the marshal, (5) the turcopolier,
who is attested in both orders only from the thirteenth century
onwards, originally subordinate to the marshal and in charge of non-
knightly fighters and auxiliary troops, (6) the admiral, only for the
Hospitallers from 1299 onwards, (7) the draper for the tailoring
department and clothing store, (8) the hospitaller, again only for the
Hospitallers, in charge of their conventual hospital, and, finally, (9)
the prior, who was in charge of the conventual church, who is well
known for the Hospitallers but attested for the Templars only on rare
and controversial occasions in the thirteenth century. Lists of the offi-
cers are printed. The respective ranks in comparison with other east-
ern and western officials are ascertained by the number of compan-
ions and horses the officers were allowed to have, by their place in
lists of witnesses, and so on. A final paragraph is devoted to collec-
tive action by the officers, the convent or parts of it, especially the
prudhommes mentioned in many charters as giving counsel and
approving decisions.

The third part of the book gives the prosopographical catalogue of
the conventual officers in alphabetical order, sorted according to
their first or Christian names (pp. 462–695). The more than two hun-
dred entries are not numbered, perhaps because it is sometimes dif-
ficult to decide whether names mentioned in sources refer to one and
the same person. As a rule, all entries try to establish the origin of the
person, usually by proposing geographical identifications for the
family name, then discuss problems of attributing equivocal sources,
mention the literature, and, finally, list the charters, letters, chroni-
cles, statutes, and other sources in a sometimes provisional chrono-
logical order. The vast amount of information inevitably includes a
few mistakes and lacunae.2 Yet the published sources up to 1310 have
been used more or less exhaustively. In some cases Burgtorf even cor-
rects previous editions, for example, the funeral inscription of Peter
of Vieillebride (†1242) extant in Acre (p. 620).3 It would be a surprise
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2 See Hans Eberhard Mayer in a review published in Deutsches Archiv, 66
(2010), 315–17, with reference to the Hospitaller Aimo Burgunhun men-
tioned in 1194 who cannot be identical with the Templar Amio of Ays (p.
480), and to Peter of Beaune, 1249 Hospitaller preceptor of Acre (p. 609).
3 Correcting Sabino de Sandoli (ed.), Corpus inscriptionum crucesignatorum
Terrae Sanctae, 1099–1291 (Jerusalem, 1974), 303–5 n. 406.



if important sources had been overlooked, although there may be
hitherto unpublished references in papal or other western archives
such as Venice, Barcelona, or Paris. For the Hospitaller Grand
Preceptor Boniface of Calamandrana (†1298) Burgtorf himself has
since published a more comprehensive article.4 It should be noted,
however, that he has used the invaluable Collection d’Albon, Paris,
Bibliothéque Nationale, nouv. acq. lat. 1–71, the still unpublished
material for the continuation of the Templars’ Cartulaire général that
has been published only up to 1150.5 Extant data for conventual
brethren who never became officers is not included, for example, for
the Templar capellanus Peter who in 1148 wrote a charter (p. 336 n.
770).

Prosopographical data can, of course, be tricky and misleading,
especially as gaps in the historical record may give wrong impres-
sions. But Burgtorf is very prudent in drawing conclusions. He right-
ly informs his readers that ordinary members of the orders tended
not to be mentioned by name in the written sources, and that most
Hospitallers and Templars probably never set foot in the central con-
vent. The numerical strength of the central convent is not easy to
assess, perhaps 400 to 500 people for the Hospitallers in the early
fourteenth century, and the 76 Templars interrogated during the
Cypriot trial in 1310 probably represent only those who were unable
or unwilling to escape. Information about the social and regional
background of most brothers is sparse. However, in the early four-
teenth century the ratio of knights to sergeants was supposed to be 7
to 1 for the Hospitallers, 2 to 1 for the Templars. There is ample evi-
dence that officers returned to offices they had held before, and often
deciding whether an officer was continuously in office or whether he
had been replaced by another person is pure guesswork. Lack of reli-
able information means that career patterns remain unclear; there
are, however, examples to demonstrate that the fruitful administra-
tion of offices furthered advancement as well as nepotism or inter-
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4 Jochen Burgtorf, ‘A Mediterranean Career in the Late Thirteenth Century:
The Hospitaller Grand Commander Boniface of Calamandrana’, in Karl
Borchardt, Nikolas Jaspert, and Helen J. Nicholson (eds.), The Hospitallers, the
Mediterranean and Europe: Festschrift for Anthony Luttrell (Aldershot, 2007),
73–85.
5 André Marquis d’Albon (ed.), Cartulaire général de l’ordre du Temple, 1119?–
50 (Paris, 1913); Fascicule complémentaire, ed. Paul Fournier (Paris, 1922).



vention by the pope or the kings of France, England, or Aragon.
Some Hospitallers and Templars were entrusted by popes and kings
with sensitive missions and played important parts in the interna-
tional relations of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Boniface of
Calamandrana has already been mentioned. Other examples include
Robert Anglicus, sent by King John to Emperor Otto IV in 1209;
William Cadel, who negotiated King John’s truce with France after
the battle of Bouvines in 1214; and Stephen of Cissey, who was com-
missioned to bring Thedald Visconti, the newly elected Pope Gregory
X, back from Acre to the west in 1271.

Some historians may consider prosopographical data dull and
boring. Those who read Burgtorf’s book will soon discover that the
contrary is true. It may be a pity that the publication has been includ-
ed in a series on warfare, as the central convent was certainly more
than just a military headquarters, and its officials were more than
military officers. It is true that Burgtorf does not try to depict reli-
gious routine, the prayers and the liturgies of the Hospitallers and
the Templars. But it is unfair to criticize him for totally neglecting the
religious or spiritual side of the two orders.6 The conventual church
and the priests living in the convent receive due attention, as do the
regulations concerning the care of sick or dying brothers. The sources
do not permit us to draw comprehensive character portraits or to
describe the brethren’s spirituality. However, both standard epitheta
and special cases offer glimpses into some facets of their personali-
ties. Contemporaries usually hailed their braveness and honesty, but
there were also brethren such as Amblard of Vienne, Guy of Foresta,
Raymond of Ribells, and William of Villaret who were willing to take
a calculated risk, transgress the rules, and get caught.

In sum, the book is truly an opus magnum which everyone study-
ing the military–religious orders and the crusades will have to con-
sult constantly. The prosopographies of the officers in the central
convent could perhaps be complemented by data concerning other
Hospitallers and Templars in both east and west. Of course, this
would mean collecting scattered evidence from many different
archives and libraries. And as many sources are unpublished, or have
not been edited properly so far, the continuation of d’Albon’s
Templar cartulary and perhaps an up-dating of Delaville’s Hos pi -
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6 Jonathan Riley-Smith in a review published in Crusades, 8 (2009), 216–17.



taller cartulary7 would be the logical next step and a magnum desider-
atum. At present, the impending 700th anniversaries of the events
from 1307 to 1314 concerning the suppression of the Templars are
producing a plethora of publications, including some valuable new
studies on the Templar rule8 and the Templar trial records,9 but so far
no one has launched an initiative to continue and complete the
Templar cartulary. Jochen Burgtorf would certainly be an ideal can-
didate to coordinate such a project.

7 Joseph Delaville Le Roulx (ed.), Cartulaire général de l’ordre des Hospitaliers de
Saint-Jean de Jérusalem, 4 vols. (Paris, 1894–1905).
8 Simonetta Cerrini is preparing a new edition; see so far ead., La révolution
des Templiers: une histoire perdue du XIIe siècle (Paris, 2007), and Judith M.
Upton-Ward (ed.), The Catalan Rule of the Templars: A Critical Edition and
English Translation from Barcelona, Archivo de la Corona de Aragón, Cartes reales,
MS 3344 (Woodbridge, 2003). See also Christian Vogel, Das Recht der Templer:
Ausgewählte Aspekte des Templerrechts unter besonderer Berücksichtigung der
Statutenhandschriften aus Paris, Rom, Baltimore und Barcelona (Berlin, 2007).
9 Helen Nicholson is preparing an edition of the trial records of the British
Isles. See so far Anne Gilmour-Bryson (ed.), The Trial of the Templars in the
Papal State and the Abruzzi (Vatican City, 1982); ead. (ed.), The Trial of the
Templars in Cyprus: A Complete English Edition (London, 1998); Barbara Frale
(ed.), Il papato e il processo ai templari: l’inedita assoluzione di Chinon alla luce
della diplomatica pontificia (Rome, 2003).
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