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ANDREI S. MARKOVITS, Amerika, dich hasst sich’s besser: Antiameri-
kanismus und Antisemitismus in Europa (Hamburg: Konkret Literatur
Verlag, 2004), 239 pp. ISBN 3 930786 45 1. EUR 15.00 (paperback)
CHRISTIAN SCHWAABE, Antiamerikanismus: Wandlungen eines
Feindbildes (Munich: Wilhelm Fink Verlag, 2003), 228 pp. ISBN 3 7705
3926 5. EUR 19.50 (paperback)

Ever since the horrendous events of 9/11, the academic (and non-
academic) analysis of anti-Americanism has gone into overdrive.
German Chancellor Gerhard Schröder’s 2002 election victory on the
back of his refusal to commit German troops to the looming war in Iraq
has renewed an already prevalent interest in anti-American reflexes
within Germany. Particularly cold-hearted and cynical German reac-
tions to the World Trade Center atrocity have provoked the ire of com-
mentators such as Henryk M. Broder, Andreas Hess, Dan Diner, and
Andrei Markovits. Within this context, the debate on the genesis of
anti-Americanism and anti-Western sentiment in Germany has initiat-
ed a number of thoughtful and level-headed publications.

While Markovits’s recent study of the worrying relationship
between anti-Americanism and anti-Semitism in Europe is certainly
thoughtful and insightful, he makes no attempt to be level-headed
about the issue. On the very first page, Markovits declares his parti-
sanship as a US citizen, the son of Jewish immigrants from Europe,
and a self-declared left-winger who deplores the intellectual domi-
nance of the ‘twin brothers’ of anti-Americanism and anti-Semitism
within certain sections of the European left. This laudable intellectual
honesty makes this crystal-clear analysis of intellectual trends an all-
the-more enjoyable read. Both the title and the cover photo of
Markovits’s polemic state the aim of the project. The hilarious play on
the first line of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s poem Amerika
(‘Amerika, Du hast es besser’/America, you are better off) roughly
translates into ‘America, it is easy to hate you’. The cover shows an
anti-Semitic graffito, photographed at a Hamburg subway station in
April 2004: a Star of David carries the letters ‘USA’ in its centre, while
the caption ludicrously suggests that the Democratic presidential can-
didate John Kerry is ‘also’ a Jew (‘Kerry ist auch Jude!’). 

Markovits, a sociologist and political scientist at the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor, mainly concentrates on analysing current
political and intellectual trends. He does, however, provide a chapter
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on the historical roots of European (and especially German) anti-
Americanism. In this section, he notes a surprising continuity in the
anti-American discourse going back to the European discovery of
America in 1492 (pp. 67 f.), in which America is regularly construct-
ed as the European ‘Other’. In this historical section, Markovits pays
particular attention to the German construction of a Native American
‘Noble Savage’, embodied by Karl May’s fictitious Apache chief,
Winnetou, as a scathing critique of ‘Yankeeism’ and US-style capital-
ism. The ‘Noble Savage’, helped by a good number of German-born
trappers, fights the erosion of his livelihood by the forces of a
destructive Anglo-Saxon modernity.

Markovits’s most controversial chapter is the one on current
European anti-Semitism, anti-Zionism, and anti-Israeli sentiment.
While his stinging attack on the European left’s turning of a blind eye
towards the aggressiveness and viciousness of some of Israel’s neigh-
bours and enemies (coupled with a latent demonization of Israel in
many sections of the European media) is thoroughly justified,
Markovits’s construction of a symbiotic relationship between anti-
Americanism and anti-Semitism is only partially convincing.
Whereas he used to see the two phenomena as first cousins,
Markovits states, he is now more prone to use André Glucksmann’s
term ‘twin brothers’ to describe their relationship (p. 173). While it is
possible to write about European anti-Semitism without speaking of
anti-Americanism, Markovits suggests, the reverse is not possible (p.
174). This seems far too dogmatic. The link between the two phe-
nomena is well-established, but it is not total. There are a number of
anti-American topoi that are not intrinsically linked to anti-Semitism:
America as a nation of cultural superficiality, dominated by technol-
ogy rather than intellect; the alleged dominance of American women;
and the omnipresence of crude sexuality, turning human beings into
sexual predators. The link can be made (and has been made), but it is
not fundamental to the very existence of these anti-American topoi.

In the past, Markovits has argued that ‘anti-Americanism is part
of a larger search for German—and “federal republican”—identity’1
in the Federal Republic of Germany. More recently, the writer Ian
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1 Andrei S. Markovits, ‘Anti-Americanism and the Struggle for a West
German Identity’, in Peter H. Merkl (ed.), The Federal Republic at Forty
(London, 1989), p. 33–54, at p. 37.



Buruma and the philosopher Avishai Margalit have coined the term
‘Occidentalism’2 to describe the psychological–political function of
anti-Americanism. Obviously inverting Edward Said’s famous intel-
lectual catch-phrase, ‘Orientalism’, which describes the consciously
distorted Western conceptions of the ‘East’, ‘Occidentalism’ con-
versely constructs distorted images of ‘America’ and ‘the West’ for
political use:

Four features of Occidentalism can be seen in most versions of
it; we can call them the City, the Bourgeois, Reason, and
Feminism. Each contains a set of attributes, such as arrogance,
feebleness, greed, depravity, and decadence, which are
invoked as typically Western, or even American, characteris-
tics.3

All four features have been used in the—at least initially predomi-
nantly right-wing—German discourse on America. At least since the
Wilhelmine period, Germany has seen many conscious attempts to
define itself against an often imagined version of American modernity.

This is the core issue of Christian Schwaabe’s study. Schwaabe, a
political scientist at the University of Munich, follows Germany’s
‘long path towards the West’4 by tracing changing German attitudes
towards America from 1871 to the present. He thus delivers an
important intellectual-historical contribution to the current ‘master
narrative’ of Germany’s slow, but ultimately successful, Western-
ization.5 Schwaabe (like Markovits) takes the well-established line
that most Amerikabilder and the correlating anti-American sentiment
tell us very little about the USA, but quite a lot about the country that
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2 Ian Buruma and Avishai Margalit, ‘Occidentalism’, New York Review of
Books, 17 January 2002, electronic edition: <http://www.nybooks.com/arti-
cles/15100>.
3 Ibid., pt. 1.
4 Heinrich August Winkler, Der lange Weg nach Westen, 2 vols. (Munich,
2000).
5 See also Axel Schildt, Ankunft im Westen: Ein Essay zur Erfolgsgeschichte der
Bundesrepublik (Frankfurt am Main, 1999) and Anselm Doering-Manteuffel,
Wie westlich sind die Deutschen? Amerikanisierung und Westernisierung im 20.
Jahrhundert (Göttingen, 1999).



so forcefully tries to distinguish itself from this imagined ‘America’,
in this case Germany (p. 9). The imagined America thus becomes an
indicator of the degree of Westernization in Germany.

Schwaabe interprets the end of the Second World War as a true
‘Zero Hour’ in at least one way. The total collapse of Nazi Germany
had taken the old German idea of military heroism to its grave.
Increasingly, after 1945, Germans no longer defined themselves in
terms of a ‘heroic rejection of Western trading society’ (‘heroische
Verweigerung gegen das westliche “Händlertum” ’, pp. 15 ff.), but
more and more as a Western nation based on the idea of pacifism and
‘Nie wieder Krieg’. After 1945, he argues, Germans often rejected
America because, in the eyes of the Germans, it was beginning to
resemble their own militaristic past (pp. 13 and 103 ff.).

In his analysis of Federal Republican attitudes towards America,
Schwaabe involuntarily demonstrates both the advantages and the
dangers of the new Westernization ‘master narrative’. By describing
long-term shifts in (West) German attitudes towards the West and
thus in the German self-characterization per se, he makes an impor-
tant contribution to our understanding of why the Federal Republic
ultimately became a ‘success story’ (Axel Schildt). Schwaabe portrays
both the Westernization of Germany’s moderately conservative polit-
ical élites and ‘Americanization from below’ (p. 134) by iconic
American consumer products such as Coca-Cola and Mickey Mouse
comic strips. The moderate right no longer fears the fundamental cor-
ruption of the Occident by the American Way of Life. A new left-
wing anti-Americanism has come into existence in place of its out-
dated version: ‘The old right-wing Kulturkritik is replaced by the
Frankfurt School’ (p. 120).

The new ‘master narrative’, however, at times ignores Federal
Republican history by placing too much weight on hindsight. At least
during the Adenauer years, right-wing anti-Americanism was by no
means dead and buried. Conservative or reactionary academics such
as Helmut Schelsky, Arnold Gehlen, and Carl Schmitt certainly
rejected many features of Germany’s Westernization (and Schmitt,
despite a general perception to the contrary, was still an important
voice even within moderate academic circles). Journalists with intel-
lectual roots in Weimar conservatism, foremost among them the
long-term editor of the daily newspaper Die Welt, Hans Zehrer, con-
tinued to voice anti-American resentments in an unbroken Weimar
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German tradition. Even voices from within the first Adenauer ad-
ministration quite forcefully rejected the implementation of a
Western political and economic system in Germany. While Schwaabe
admits that German liberalism in the guise of the Free Democrats
took some time after 1945 to rid itself of such baggage (p. 120), he
mostly ignores a strong undercurrent of anti-Western and anti-
American thought that existed throughout the ‘long 1950s’.

Not despite, but because of, some controversial claims, both
Markovits and Schwaabe provide important contributions to the cur-
rent debate on the essence of anti-Americanism and its historical
roots. Both accounts argue their points clearly and thoroughly. That
makes them not only intellectually rewarding, but also a joy to read.

CHRISTOPH HENDRIK MÜLLER is a Lecturer in the School of
History and Archives at University College Dublin. Two years ago he
completed a doctoral thesis on ‘Anti-Americanism and Anti-Western
Sentiment in the Federal Republic of Germany during the Long 1950s
(1949–1966)’ at the University of Oxford.
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