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MICHAEL SCHUBERT, Der schwarze Fremde: Das Bild des Schwarz-
afrikaners in der parlamentarischen und publizistischen Kolonialdiskussion
in Deutschland von den 1870er bis in die 1930er Jahren, Beitäge zur Ko-
lonial- und Überseegeschichte, 86 (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag,
2003), 446 pp. ISBN 3 515 08267 0. EUR 79.00 
TINA M. CAMPT, Other Germans: Black Germans and the Politics of
Race, Gender, and Memory in the Third Reich, Social History, Popular
Culture, and Politics in Germany (Ann Arbor: University of Michig-
an Press, 2004), x + 283 pp. ISBN 0 472 11360 7. $ 29.95
MARIANNE BECHHAUS-GERST and REINHARD KLEIN-ARENDT
(eds.), AfrikanerInnen in Deutschland und schwarze Deutsche: Geschichte
und Gegenwart, Encounters. History and Present of the African–Euro-
pean Encounter/Begegnungen. Geschichte und Gegenwart der afri-
kanisch-eruopäischen Begegnung, 3 (Münster: Lit Verlag, 2004), 261
pp. ISBN 3 8258 6824 9. EUR 20.90

In June 1972, the Allensbach Institut für Demoskopie conducted a poll
on what the Germans thought about ‘the Negroes’ (die Neger). Asked
how they would describe ‘Negroes’ in general, 55 per cent answered
‘kind’ (gutherzig, freundlich), 49 per cent ‘polite’ (höflich), and 48 per
cent ‘ready to help’ (hilfsbereit). In fourth place came the ideas that
Blacks ‘have a strong sexuality’ and were ‘intelligent’ (both 36 per
cent), while associations with drunkenness, dishonesty, laziness,
crime, and deficiencies in personal hygiene were quite rare. One of
the interesting aspects of this poll is that almost half of the people
asked had never had any contact with a Black person. In fact, the
question itself showed that ‘the Negroes’ were seen as a group dif-
ferent from ‘the Germans’. The existence of Black Germans or Afro-
Germans had entered neither the public nor the academic conscious-
ness. Even ten years after the Allensbach poll, Sander Gilman could
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publish a book entitled On Blackness without Blacks: Essays on the Image
of the Black in Germany (Boston, 1982).

A few years later, the seminal study Farbe bekennen: Afro-deutsche
Frauen auf den Spuren ihrer Geschichte changed this,1 and interest in the
history of Blacks in Germany has grown steadily ever since. Since the
mid-1990s in particular, the number of publications on the relation-
ship between people of African descent and ‘white’ Germans has
increased sharply, perhaps as a result of the wave of racist violence,
often directed against Blacks, after the unification of Germany in
1990. The great success of Hans J. Massaquoi’s autobiography, Des-
tined to Witness: Growing up Black in Nazi Germany,2 shows that the
experience of Afro-Germans has, in the meantime, also found inter-
est among a wider audience outside the academic ivory tower. Pub-
lications on the image and reality of Blacks in Germany and under
German rule continue to appear in substantial numbers. This also
includes studies from abroad, where the diaspora paradigm has fos-
tered interest in the history of Black communities outside the USA.
The books under review here represent a cross-section of this grow-
ing field of Afro-German studies.

Michael Schubert’s dissertation is a detailed study of the image of
Black Africans in Germany from the advent of German colonialism in
the 1870s to the end of the Weimar Republic. Written under the guid-
ance of Klaus Bade at the University of Osnabrück, the study centres
on the concept of the Black stranger (der schwarze Fremde) and its use
in the German colonial discourse. Schubert traces the origin, devel-
opment, variations in, and main propagators of the image of the
Black African in Germany chronologically over the space of six
decades in almost encyclopaedic detail. His aim is to reconstruct con-
temporary interpretations of German colonial expansion as mirrored
in parliamentary debates and various publications. According to
Schubert, this discussion was rooted in two different traditions: the
idea of cultural mission (Kulturmission), which went back to the
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nen: Afro-deutsche Frauen auf den Spuren ihrer Geschichte (Berlin, 1986).
English-language edition: Showing Our Colors: Afro-German Women Speak Out
(Amhurst, 1991).
2 Hans J. Massaquoi, Destined to Witness: Growing up Black in Nazi Germany
(New York, 1999). Published in German as ‘Neger, Neger, Schornsteinfeger!’
Meine Kindheit in Deutschland (Berne, 1999).



Enlightenment and saw colonial expansion as a humanitarian task,
and Social Darwinism, which saw colonialism as the right of the
stronger and biologically superior race. While the concept of a cul-
tural mission acknowledged, at least in principal, the Africans’ capac-
ity to catch up with Europeans on the ladder of civilization, Social
Darwinists considered this impossible. They regarded Africans as in-
herently inferior, and stressed the need for separate development of
the races. As Schubert rightly points out, both positions were racist
and marked the semantic boundaries of a discourse that was deeply
intertwined with national, economic, and social justifications for
colonial expansion. The construction of a counter-image in the form
of the ‘Black stranger’, he argues, was a crucial condition for justify-
ing Germany’s imperialism.

The two concepts of cultural mission and Social Darwinism pro-
vide a unifying thread going through the three parts of the book,
which deal respectively with the period from the end of the 1870s to
the second half of the 1880s, 1888 to the end of German colonial rule
in Africa, and the colonial discourse in the Weimar Republic. Each
part is again subdivided into chapters and sub-chapters dedicated to
particular images, organizations, or problems and phases of German
colonialism. The final chapter offers a summary and brief outline of
the further development of the image of Black Africans in the Third
Reich and the post-war period up to the present.

One of the findings of Der schwarze Fremde is that the overwhelm-
ing majority of supporters of colonialism, critics of colonialism, and
missionaries employed the discourse of cultural mission. Only a
minority, consisting mainly of German settlers and planters and their
allies in the motherland, attempted to justify colonial rule on the
basis of Social Darwinism. Consequently, the image of the Black
African was relatively stable between the 1870s and 1930s, and cen-
tred on the notion that Africans had no culture of their own and were
in need of a paternalistic helping hand. Constructing the Africans as
their own counter-image, the Germans perceived them as ‘lazy’ and
uncivilized. Teaching them to work was seen as the main way to
change this. Uprisings in the colonies in 1904 and 1906 promoted
Social Darwinist rhetoric, but advocates of the idea of cultural mis-
sion quickly regained the upper hand. They continued to dominate
the discourse on Africa even after the First World War, when colonial
revisionists attacked what they regarded as the ‘koloniale Schuld-
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lüge’. Allied accusations that Germany had failed in its civilizing mis-
sion created a hitherto unknown consensus within Germany about
the country’s colonial experience, and centred on the image of the
faithful African longing for the return of his former German master. 

Critics of colonialism and missionaries (with the exception of the
Catholic mission until the second half of the 1880s) likewise used the
discourse of cultural mission, even when criticizing German colonial
rule. They thus operated within the same racist preconceptions, even
if these were softened by paternalistic and humanitarian notions.
Radical dissenting voices were few and could not challenge the dom-
inant view of Africa as an uncivilized and wild place, which was
used to justify colonialism. Notions of a cultural mission also masked
Germany’s economic interest behind altruistic rhetorics and served
as a rallying point for national integration in Imperial Germany. 

After the First World War, however, the colonial movement con-
tributed to the destabilization of the Weimar Republic. By the end of
the 1920s, both Protestant and Catholic mission societies had with-
drawn from the colonial discussion in Germany, which had partly
adapted to the political realities. In the 1930s, the idea of cultural mis-
sion lost out to National Socialist notions of ‘living space’ in Eastern
Europe, but it enjoyed a revival after the Second World War.
Schubert’s short but convincing treatment of how old ideas of Africa
as an under-developed place waiting for the civilizing West, and as a
barbaric place beyond hope of redemption, still figure in Germany
today makes uncomfortable reading. Today, the supposed barbarism
of the Africans is explained in cultural and biological, that is, genet-
ic, terms, and is still used to legitimize government policy towards
Africa. This observation alone makes Der schwarze Fremde worth
reading, although the stability of the image of Black Africans also
results in a certain repetitiveness. The stereotype of the uncultured
African is extensively documented, and the book would have bene-
fited from more rigorous editing and condensation. Der schwarze
Fremde is still very much a German dissertation in style, organization,
and length, which, together with the high price, might deny this
impressive work the wide readership it deserves. 

The formation of identity through the creation of a racial dichoto-
my of black/white is also the topic of Tina M. Campt’s book, Other
Germans. Campt, Associate Professor of Women’s Studies at Duke
University, is interested in how ‘German Blacks were constituted as
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particular kinds of raced and gendered subjects in Germany under
the Nazi regime’ (p. 1). Her main thesis is that people of African
descent were identified as Black Germans during the Nazi period by
the state’s incoherent and unsystematic attempt to purify German
society. The Nazis, in other words, significantly helped to produce
the very group they were trying to get rid of. While Campt shows
how the mechanics of this paradox worked, she also aims to ‘push
the limits of contemporary uses and interpretations of oral history
narratives by engaging the dynamic interaction of memory, speech,
and articulation in the writing of history’ (p. 10). Other Germans is, in-
deed, mostly about the memories of two Afro-Germans interviewed
by the author in 1992. Campt frankly acknowledges that their
accounts ‘are in many ways the most complex of the larger corpus of
oral histories’ she collected (p. 85), but argues that they are ‘exem-
plary ... of the dynamics of race and gender in the Third Reich’ (p. 89).
And both of her interviewees have remarkable stories to tell. 

Hans (Johann) Hauck was born in 1920 as the son of a German
mother and Algerian father, who served with the French army of
occupation in the Rhineland. Hauck grew up in the Saarland, where
he joined the Hitler Youth in 1933. As one of the ‘Rhineland bastards’
(children of Afro-German descent who became enmeshed in the
machinery of Nazi eugenics), he was sterilized between the age of fif-
teen and sixteen. Conscripted in 1939 and rejected as unworthy for
military service, Hauck was nevertheless inducted into the German
Wehrmacht in 1942 at his own request—a step which he believed
saved him from being deported to a camp. As Campt points out, ‘mil-
itary settings were sites where Hauck enjoyed unquestioned status as
a legitimate German subject’ (p. 123) Three years later, Hauck be-
came a prisoner of war on the Eastern Front. Refusing the chance for
early repatriation by claiming his status as Saarlander, he returned
from the Soviet Union in 1949.

Fasia Jansen was born in 1929 in Hamburg as daughter of a
Liberian consul-general. Her parents did not marry and she never
met her father. In 1936 her mother married a Communist who was
later interned by the Nazis. Jansen began studying at a dance acade-
my in Hamburg in 1940, but was forced to quit two years later. As a
German, Jansen was drafted for mandatory labour service, working
in the kitchen of a branch camp of the concentration camp Neuen-
gamme. After the war, she unsuccessfully applied for compensation
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for having to leave the dance academy. However, she later received
the Bundesverdienstkreuz for her work in the German peace move-
ment between 1960 and 1980.

Other Germans can be highly recommended to those interested in
the theory and practice of oral history, memory, and identity forma-
tion. Although it is not always an easy read, it is a highly stimulating
and challenging volume which makes a considerable contribution to
the study of Afro-German history. The postscript, in which Campt
reflects on the diaspora paradigm in the light of her experience as an
African-American woman studying and interviewing Afro-Germans
in Germany, deserves special mention in this context.

Historians interested in more traditional questions, however,
might at times be frustrated by the author’s focus on memory and
identity. She could have provided more information, for example,
about how Hauck was able to enter the German army after being
refused once, where he served, and in what capacity. Campt men-
tions only that he ‘spent several years working on building and
reconstruction projects in various European countries’ (p. 125). If
Hauck’s Hitler Youth uniform ‘mitigated’ the visibility of his ‘skin
color’ (p. 108), it would be interesting to have more information
about this point. Did Hauck pass as ‘white’, or was what he called
‘his heritage’ instantly recognizable? Campt mentions Hauck’s ‘visi-
ble markings of race’ (p. 108), but the text suggests that these were
easily overlooked by his contemporaries.

However, Campt deals with the historical background of Blacks
in Germany, giving due attention to the importance of French colo-
nial troops during the occupation of the Rhineland after the First
World War, and the 600 to 800 children they left behind. What little
systematic policy the Nazi state had towards Black Germans was, in
her view, formulated with these children in mind, and the steriliza-
tion of some 385 ‘Rhineland bastards’ was the only campaign consis-
tently directed against people of African descent in the Third Reich.
Nevertheless, the powerful image of the ‘Rhineland bastard’ did, as
Campt points out, fuel random persecution of, and discrimination
against, Black Germans by local Nazi authorities. Victimization in
this ‘gray zone’ was ‘neither systematic nor necessarily coherent but
rather ambivalent and contradictory’ (p. 166). Fear of persecution
was ever-present, but balanced by ties within local communities,
where the meaning of race was often contested, and protection offer-
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ed. The lack of a coherent anti-Black policy on the part of the state
meant that the local politics of race to a large extent determined the
life of Black Germans in the Third Reich. With the help of her inter-
viewees, Campt demonstrates this convincingly. An appendix con-
taining excerpts from the transcripts of the original German inter-
views, a bibliography, and an index complete the volume and the
positive picture.

The contributions to the book edited by Marianne Bechhaus-Gerst
and Reinhard Klein-Arendt, AfrikanerInnen in Deutschland und
schwarze Deutsche were all, with one exception (Wolbert Smidt), pre-
sented at a conference of the same name held in Cologne in June 2003.
Written by scholars from various disciplines as well as Afro-German
activists, the anthology provides an excellent and highly accessible
overview of the diverse research done in the field of Afro-German
history. Firla Monika opens the book with a paper on people of
African descent in Germany before the Kaiserreich became a colonial
power in 1884. Combining a spirited attack on Peter Martin’s
Schwarze Teufel, edle Mohren3 with suggestions on how to do it better,
Firla argues convincingly for the need also to present the achieve-
ments and successful integration of Blacks in Germany, instead of
constantly seeing them just as victims of racism.

Despite this appeal, racism and exclusion are the main focus for
the remainder of the book. The majority of authors deal with the out-
sider status of Africans and Afro-Germans in Germany from the
nineteenth century on. Germans were willing to pay money to see
Africans in a supposedly authentic setting. According to Hilke
Thode-Arora, Africa Völkerschauen were highly popular in Germany
from the 1870s on. Some organizers strove for authenticity and co-
operated closely with the scientific community, but others simply
tried to maximize their profits. Probably up to 3,000 Black people
were employed in these shows from 1875 to 1933, often to their own
considerable economic advantage. After the First World War, as
Tobias Nagl shows, the film industry also offered employment for
Black Germans and African migrants. Although sometimes forced
into these jobs by economic necessity, the movie business offered a
relatively high income as well as bargaining power, for Black actors
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were few and in demand. Their roles, however, almost always
denied them identity or autonomy. They mainly played themselves
as ‘Blacks’ and often served only to provide authenticity for exotic
settings.

Wolbert Smidt highlights the important role of Black missionaries
for the cultural exchange between Africa and Europe, and Germany
in particular. Their work could start religious movements and foster
reforms in their home countries, while they also influenced a gener-
ation of Black intellectuals and politicians through their schools in
Africa. Lothar Pützstück, Marianne Bechhaus-Gerst, and Joachim
Zeller then examine colonial connections and legacies in the cities of
Düsseldorf, Cologne, and Berlin respectively, highlighting the pres-
ence and activities of Black people in these cities as well as the com-
memoration of Africa in the form of monuments, buildings, and
street names. Particularly intriguing is the example of a company in
Cologne which produced and exported African-style masks to
Kenya, where they were sold to European tourists as genuine African
art.

Andreas E. Eckl examines the situation of German farmers in the
colony of South West Africa, using the story of Ludwig Cramer as a
case study. In 1911–12 Cramer was sentenced in court for severely
mistreating nine African farm workers who he thought were killing
his cattle and trying to poison him and his wife. Rejecting the assess-
ment that conditions in the colony were ‘pre-fascist’, Eckl traces the
origins of the conflicts between farmers and African workers to the
scarcity of labour and the farmers’ dependence on the African work-
force as well as the colonists’ isolation within the landscape of South
West Africa. Farmers had no effective way of coercing workers, who
could easily run away, and constantly felt under threat from them.
According to Eckl, the majority of farmers saw these conflicts as an
extension of colonial warfare by other means and as an expression of
race hatred which made peaceful co-existence impossible.

Fatima El-Tayeb’s contribution traces the long connection
between ‘blood’ and ‘nationality’ in Germany. In Germany, member-
ship of the nation was inherited, not acquired. When German men in
the colonies passed their citizenship on to the children they had with
African women, however, a debate started. Long before the Nazi
period, the exclusion of ‘racial strangers’ was discussed as an option
and finally enshrined in law in 1913. Even after 1945, blood remained
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the most important criterion for German citizenship for the rest of the
twentieth century, dividing society into two groups. After the First
World War, children of African–European relationships again
acquired symbolic significance in Germany. When the French army
occupied the German Rhineland, a campaign of race hatred against
French colonial troops was deliberately incited. As Christian Koller’s
paper shows, this campaign was backed by the whole German polit-
ical élite, with the exception of the far left. While the official govern-
ment campaign was directed abroad, private activities primarily had
a domestic focus. Most Black African troops were withdrawn in 1920,
but the remaining Moroccan and Algerian troops were uniformly
referred to as ‘Blacks’, accused of sexual violence, and used as a
smoke screen for radical interpretations of the crisis Germany found
itself in. For Nazi propaganda, the French troops were also instru-
ments of a Jewish conspiracy, and the ‘Rhineland bastards’ were
secretly sterilized in 1937. When confronted with French colonial
troops in 1940 and African-American soldiers in 1945, German prop-
aganda once again played on the image of ‘Black humiliation’
(Schwarze Schmach). According to Koller, this image might still exist
under a different name, and resurface at times of crisis.

As Stefanie Michels demonstrates, Germany’s own colonial
troops, known as ‘Askaris’, enjoyed a much better press. Michels
traces the origin of the word as well as the genesis of this military
unit in the colony of German East Africa. After the First World War,
the Askaris and their supposedly loyal service played a prominent
role in the effort to counter Allied accusations that Germany had
failed in its colonial mission. According to Michels, the still popular
‘myth of loyalty’ (Treue-Mythos) makes a critical discussion of
Germany’s colonial past very difficult right up to the present day.
The positive image of the loyal Askari with Germany’s continuing
colonial ambitions, however, offered limited protection to Blacks
after 1933, as Marianne Bechhaus-Gerst shows. Those who kept a low
profile, as most Afro-Germans did, had a chance of surviving the
Nazi regime. However, the lack of a coherent official policy and
authorities eager to remove Afro-Germans from public life meant
constant terror and insecurity, while relationships with German
women could mean death. After the beginning of the Second World
War, and especially after the turn of the tide on the Eastern Front,
Germany’s colonial ambitions became meaningless. As they disap-
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peared, so too did any reason to protect Africans still within the
German sphere of power. Blacks were increasingly terrorized, and a
number were sterilized and deported to concentration camps,
although the exact number is unknown.

The final part of the book deals with the presence of Blacks in
post-war Germany. Nicola Lauré al-Samarai examines three autobi-
ographies of Afro-Germans living in the former GDR and the Federal
Republic, drawing on the works of Tina Campt among others. Like
other Black Germans before them, these three were confronted with
the notion that being Black and German was mutually exclusive.
Carmen Humboldt, on the other hand, examines the heterogeneous
African diaspora in Cologne, which, as she emphasizes, consists of
many different communities with strong loyalties to their respective
homelands and a high degree of internal cohesion. Contact between
the communities is often eclectic, despite a widespread wish for a
stronger and more comprehensive African network, while relations
with the resident German population are highly formalized. Sascha
Zinflou gives an overview of the history and activities of the
Initiative Black Germans (Initiative Schwarze Deutsche, ISD; now
Initiative Schwarze Menschen in Deutschland), which came into exis-
tence in 1985–6. According to Zinflou, who has headed the group
since 1999, ISD confronts two central founding lies of the Federal
Republic: first that Germany is not a country of immigration; and
secondly, that there is no racism in Germany. Black Germans are
automatically treated as strangers and in the context of migration,
while racist incidents are blamed on misguided individuals instead
of on racist structures. Since the 1990s, both founding lies have been
challenged from within the political discourse, but Zinflou sees this
merely as a sign that racism in Germany is modernizing.

The book concludes with two essays by Venant Adoville Saague.
The first is on Black African migrants and refugees, which, as a
mobile, heterogeneous, and relatively small group (numbering about
400,000 people), has attracted little scholarly attention so far. The vast
majority of Germans incorrectly assumes that Africans are asylum
seekers or illegal immigrants. Nevertheless, most African migrants
have only low-paid jobs and struggle with German bureaucracy.
African women also face the additional problem that only political
persecution entitles them to claim asylum, while many flee from gen-
der-specific violence in their home countries. In the final essay in the
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book, Venant Adoville Saague deals with the most important organ-
izations for support and protection founded by African refugees in
Germany: the Voice, the Africa Refugee Association, and the Refugee
Initiative Brandenburg (Brandenburger Flüchtlingsinitiative).

People of African descent in Germany is a difficult topic to write
about. The first problem is the terminology: while ‘Black Germans’ or
‘Afro-Germans’ have become the accepted terms, both leave out
African migrants in Germany who do not identify with their host
country’s culture. In addition, both terms also suggest a group con-
sciousness that was at best weak until very recently. Another diffi-
culty is the question of numbers: Afro-Germans have always been a
very small minority in Germany, but it is extremely difficult to make
an educated guess about how many there were—or, indeed, how
many there are today. Statistics about German citizens are colour-
blind. This lack of figures has ramifications. When interest in Afro-
German history began in the mid-1980s, the goal was to show that
people of African descent had always been a part of German society.
The close connection between retrieving the ignored or forgotten his-
tory of Blacks in Germany, the formation of an Afro-German group
identity, and the struggle against racism and discrimination in con-
temporary Germany is exemplified by the fact that the book Farbe
bekennen triggered the founding of the ISD and ADEFRA, a forum for
black women and women of colour, as well as newspapers and Black
History Month in Berlin. Black emancipation in Germany is to a sig-
nificant degree based on the project of writing people of African
descent back into German history. All the books under review here
have the long chronological focus which this task requires. The uni-
fying framework, from Germany’s occupation of African territories
in the nineteenth century to the campaign against French African
troops in the Rhineland and the fate of Blacks under Nazi rule and to
the present day, is racism.

As a result, a dominant interpretation emerges in which people of
African descent figure primarily as the perpetual victims of white
Germans. This, however, is only part of the story, and such a limited
perspective does little to put an end to the automatic outsider-status
of Blacks in Germany which Zinflou and other authors justly com-
plain about. In addition, it is not very fruitful. As Monika Firla points
out in her article, anyone trying to present a balanced view of Black
life in Germany instead of focusing solely on the negative aspects
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must fear accusations of whitewashing the past. However, one can
only agree with her statement that to refer to the examples of self-
determination and integration that do exist is not to deny the history
of racism.

There are many indications that the reality was more complex
than the victimization paradigm allows for. W. E. B. Du Bois, for
example, the African American sociologist, writer, and civil rights
leader, who certainly did not ignore racism when he saw it, reported
in 1936, after returning to the United States from a five-months’ stay
in Germany, that he was ‘treated with uniform courtesy and consid-
eration’. He added: ‘It would have been impossible for me to have
spent a similarly long time in any part of the United States, without
some, if not frequent cases of personal insult or discrimination. I can-
not record a single instance here.’4 Hans J. Massaquoi’s autobiogra-
phy shows in even greater detail that the lives of Afro-Germans,
while often difficult and sometimes dangerous, cannot just be
reduced to victimization in a hostile, racist environment. Tina
Campt’s book suggests the same, although her focus does not allow
for too many details about her interviewees’ lives. The victimization
paradigm, however, offers little room for these more mixed experi-
ences. In addition, those who try to overcome its simplistic dichoto-
my make themselves vulnerable to the charge of denying the history
and presence of racism in Germany. Afro-German history may have
experienced an upsurge in the last decade, but talking and writing
about race is still not easy in Germany.

4 Quoted from Werner Sollors, ‘W. E. B. Du Bois in Nazi Germany, 1936’,
Amerikastudien, 44/2 (1999), pp. 207–22, at p. 221.
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