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This seems to be the football version of an archetypical twentieth-
century West German career: Otto Fritz ‘Tull’ Harder (1892–1956)
was one of the best German strikers of his generation. He played for
Hamburg (Hamburger Sportverein, HSV), won fifteen caps for Ger-
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many between 1914 and 1926, and scored fourteen goals for his coun-
try. A Hamburg tobacco company even produced a brand called Tull
Harder Cigarette. An open anti-Semite, Harder joined the Nazi Party
(NSDAP) in October 1932, and the SS in May 1933. In 1939 he was
called up by the Waffen-SS and concluded his SS career as the com-
mandant of the concentration camp Hanover-Ahlem, a subsidiary
camp (Außenlager) of Neuengamme.

In 1946, a British military tribunal sentenced him to fifteen years
in prison, but he was pardoned after four and a half. In court, he tried
to excuse the many deaths in ‘his’ camp by explaining that ‘the
inmates’ inner organs were weakened through malnutrition in the
Jewish ghetto, so that they could not take the good and plentiful food
in the concentration camp.’1 After his release, the Hamburg support-
ers frenetically welcomed him back on his first visit to their ground,
the Volksparkstadion. Whenever West Germany played internationals
in Hamburg, Harder was invited as a guest of honour. On his death
in 1956, the HSV club flag covered his coffin at the funeral.

‘Tull’ Harder is well represented in the histories of German foot-
ball reviewed here.2 His story gains even greater symbolic value
because of unconfirmed reports of a striking encounter in one of the
many concentration camps in which Harder worked. His former
Hamburg team-mate, the Norwegian Asbjørn Halvorsen (1898–
1955), was a fervent critic of the German occupation of Norway in
1940. Furthermore, he had been the Norwegian coach when the coun-
try defeated Germany during the 1936 Berlin Olympics in front of an
enraged Adolf Hitler. Refusing to co-operate with the German occu-
pation force, Halvorsen was sent to various concentration camps,
including Neuengamme. It is still unclear, though, whether the two
former team-mates ever met under these vastly different circum-
stances. After the war, Halvorsen became General Secretary of his
country’s Football Association (FA).

There is, however, an alternative twentieth-century West German
story. The Jewish-German former player Kurt Landauer (1884–1961)

64

Review Articles

1 Hesse-Lichtenberger, Tor!, p. 126.
2 Brändle and Koller, Goooal!!!, p. 122; Hesse-Lichtenberger, Tor!, pp. 125 f.;
Fischer and Lindner (eds.), Stürmer für Hitler, pp. 84 f., 233–9, 289 f.



became president of the ‘Juden-Club’3 FC Bayern Munich in 1913.
During the First World War he fought at the front. In 1919 he was
reinstated as president of the club, and remained in that position,
with one brief interval, until 1933. Despite Hitler’s appointment as
Reichskanzler, the club tried to persuade Landauer to remain presi-
dent. In March 1933 Landauer resigned, but stayed in Munich. He
remained active in the club leadership behind the scenes. In
November 1938, he was arrested and deported to the Dachau con-
centration camp, but soon released because of the initial overcrowd-
ing of the camp after the 1938 pogroms. He subsequently fled to
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3 The early football clubs in Germany, founded in the 1880s and 1890s, had a
high proportion of Jewish members, as Christiane Eisenberg points out in
‘English sports’ und deutsche Bürger: Eine Gesellschaftsgeschichte 1800–1939 (Pa-
derborn, 1999), pp. 180, 184, 213. Early football was initially a game of the
new middle classes, and the percentage of working-class males was not pro-
portional to their percentage in the general population until 1970. See
Christiane Eisenberg, ‘Deutschland’, in ead. (ed.), Fußball, Soccer, Calcio: Ein
englischer Sport auf seinem Weg um die Welt (Munich, 1997), pp. 115 f. Football
was particularly strong in cities with Technical Universities (Technische Hoch-
schulen) because students from those institutions, from the Trade Academies
(Handelsakademien), and from Jewish families did not have access to the more
prestigious traditional student fraternities. In many ways, however, early
football clubs tried to emulate these student fraternities (see Eisenberg,
‘English sports’, pp. 184–6), not least in the choice of club names: Borussia
Dortmund, Alemannia Aachen, Wormatia Worms, Teutonia Bremen, Victoria
Aschaffenburg, and Eintracht Frankfurt. When football clubs appeared in
more working-class areas of the cities in the later 1890s and the first years of
the twentieth century, these new clubs often tried—informally—to distin-
guish themselves from the older ‘bourgeois’ and ‘Jewish’ clubs. All over
Germany, certain clubs became known to local football enthusiasts and sup-
porters as ‘Juden-Clubs’ (‘Jewish Clubs’). Supporters of Waldhof Mannheim,
founded in 1907 in the working-class Waldhof district of Mannheim, began
to refer to VfR Mannheim from a more affluent district as a ‘Juden-Club’
(Werner Skrentny, ‘ “Unendlich viel zu verdanken”—Jüdische Traditionen im
Fußball-Süden’, in Schulze-Marmeling (ed.), Davidstern und Lederball, pp. 103
f.). Stuttgarter Kickers’ ground was known as the ‘Hebräerwies’ (Hebrews’
lawn), and as late as the 1970s, an official of the local competitor, VfB
Stuttgart, referred to the stadium, situated above Stuttgart, as the ‘Golan
Heights’ (Skrentny, ‘ “Unendlich viel zu verdanken” ’, p. 111).



Switzerland. Some Bayern Munich players allegedly visited their
former president in Geneva before or after playing a friendly game in
Switzerland.

Landauer and his sister were the only Shoa survivors of his fami-
ly. He returned to Munich in June 1947, and instantly became club
president again. Four years later, he fell victim to an internal power
struggle between the football and the Olympic handball section of
the club, but there are no suggestions of anti-Semitism as a reason for
his election defeat. Soon after that vote, Landauer was elected hon-
orary president for life.

This story is also mentioned in several of the books reviewed
here,4 but it is often presented as the exception.5 The Hamburg week-
ly Die Zeit recently dedicated a whole page to Landauer’s life story.6
Today, however, Bayern Munich does not seem interested in remi-
niscing about its German-Jewish tradition and its faith in Landauer.7

The aim of this article is to assess how these two very different
versions of German football history fit into more general historio-
graphical trends in portraying Nazi Germany and post-war Western
Germany. When describing Nazi Germany, do they present a world
of total Gleichschaltung and coercion, or do they leave room for day-
to-day acts of courage and small-scale resistance? Was the Party
omnipotent even in the world of sport, or was there room for at least
limited independent decision-making within the ranks of the
German Football Association (DFB)? When looking at post-war, pre-
1968 West Germany, are we confronted with a world steeped in a cul-
ture of silence and the pretence of business-as-usual, or were
attempts made to deal with questions of guilt in a constructive man-
ner, that is, was there a willingness for Vergangenheitsbewältigung, an
attempt to come to terms with Germany’s horrific recent history? Did
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4 Dietrich Schulze-Marmeling, ‘ “Das waren alles gute Leute”—der FC
Bayern und seine Juden’, in id. (ed.), Davidstern und Lederball, pp. 60–77;
Fischer and Lindner (eds.), Stürmer für Hitler, pp. 175–8, 181–7.
5 Hesse-Lichtenberger, Tor!, p. 81; Bitzer and Wilting, Stürmen für Hitler, pp.
42–9, 75–9.
6 Heike Faller, ‘Onkel Kurt und die Bayern’, Die Zeit, no. 23, 28 May 2003, p.
58.
7 Schulze-Marmeling, ‘ “Das waren alles gute Leute” ’, pp. 77–9; Faller, ‘Onkel
Kurt und die Bayern’.



the German FA try to revive its allegedly anti-democratic structure
and its history of nationalism, or did it try to reform in order to
become part of a new and democratic state?

After a few general remarks about the authors and the historio-
graphical value of the nine books reviewed, I will examine the pic-
ture of Nazi Germany and post-war West Germany that emerges
when seen through the lens of these football histories. This task is
more complicated because the majority of the works are not by pro-
fessional historians, but by journalists, club representatives, or sim-
ply interested amateurs. This does not mean that they have no value
for the historian. In fact, the only study by professional historians, that
by Brändle and Koller, contains more mistakes and inaccuracies than
any of the other books. It does, however, mean that the historio-
graphical evaluation is not always as clear-cut as would be expected.

Four of the books deal exclusively with football in the relevant
era. Karl-Heinz Schwarz-Pich’s monograph on the German FA in the
Third Reich is highly controversial, since the Mannheim-based foot-
ball historian sets out to prove that the Association remained inno-
cent during the Third Reich. Although lacking references, the book is
based on extensive source material, including the main football jour-
nals of the day and the private papers of the first two international
managers of the German team, Otto Nerz (1892–1949) and Josef
‘Sepp’ Herberger (1897–1977). Schwarz-Pich totally dismisses previ-
ous historiography, accusing it of distortion. He convincingly argues
that while the main FA protagonists might not have been members of
the resistance, they were not hard-core Nazis either.

Gerd Kolbe attempts to demonstrate in relation to the Ruhr Valley
club Borussia Dortmund that not all clubs followed orders from the
Nazi leadership or its sports representatives. Although the club for-
mally introduced the new club structures requested by the Nazis, it
secretly supported members of the resistance within its ranks. Kolbe
is press officer of the city of Dortmund, a former spokesperson for the
club, and owns a private archive on the history of the club.
Nevertheless, he relies mainly on interviews with former protago-
nists, which make up over a third of the book. Some sources are
reproduced in print, but mostly the author forgoes references to his
sources.

Gerhard Fischer and Ulrich Lindner present a book on the inter-
action between football and National Socialism. Fischer, a history
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graduate, works for the sports pages of the Süddeutsche Zeitung.
Lindner is employed by the Goethe Institute. Some historiographical
references and an extensive bibliography are included. Most of the
book, including an essay by the journalist Werner Skrentny,8 deals
with the various aspects of that difficult relationship and is comple-
mented by interviews with former players or historians. The best
known non-academic football historian in Germany, Dietrich
Schulze-Marmeling, editor of another book under review here,
adds a—highly simplistic—essay on post-war Vergangenheitsbewäl-
tigung or rather, the lack of it, within the German FA.9

Dirk Bitzer and Bernd Wilting are both TV journalists. Their book
on the history of German football from Hitler’s appointment to
Germany’s victorious 1954 World Cup campaign was published to
accompany a TV documentary on the same subject. Although at
times rather superficial, it does provide references to the relevant
sources and academic literature.

Two of the books cover a broader time-span, but take a more
closely defined subject. Dietrich Schulze-Marmeling provides a selec-
tion of essays on the history of Jews in German and international
football, containing historiographical references. An editor at the
Werkstatt publishing house, he is known for a number of critical his-
tories of German football clubs. Most of the essays are case studies or
short biographies of Jewish footballers, the majority of whom went
into exile or were deported by the Nazis. Unfortunately, with the
exception of Schulze-Marmeling’s introduction and an essay by the
journalist Erik Eggers on the German FA and how it dealt with the
Nazi past after 1945,10 they do not offer much general analysis of the
underlying structural and socio-cultural history. 

The historian David Downing offers an often light-hearted
account of the Anglo–German football rivalry. The book is mainly
based on anecdotes and newspaper headlines and stories. The cover
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8 Werner Skrentny, ‘Vergessene Fußballgeschichte: Die Arbeitersport-
Bewegung’, pp. 71–8.
9 Dietrich Schulze-Marmeling, ‘Der DFB nach 1945: Nationalismus statt
Vergangenheitsbewältigung’, pp. 265–76.
10 Erik Eggers, ‘Eine Oase im NS-Sturm?—Der DFB und die Vergangenheit’,
pp. 216–28.



of the book bravely (as it was written for a British audience) depicts
the infamous Hitler salute given by the English and German players
before an international friendly in Berlin’s Olympic Stadium in May
1938 (6–3 to England).

The remaining three studies provide broad surveys of the history
of football in Germany and, in one case, of the social and cultural his-
tory of football as a whole. Ulrich Hesse-Lichtenberger’s history of
German football seems to be written specifically for the British pop-
ular history market, surely with the 2002 World Cup in Japan and
South Korea in mind. The author is a German journalist who writes
for various German and English publications. After reading the book
one might be tempted to speak of yet another German Sonderweg:
Germany as a late-professionalizing football nation, its non-profes-
sional structures long protected by ‘amateurism’s double-standard
bearers’ (p. 85) within the German FA. After the Nazis had halted
attempts to establish professional football immediately on coming to
power, the first official professional league was founded as late as
1963. In the forty years since, however, the Bundesliga has been an un-
stoppable success and has recently been elevated into a German lieu
de mémoire.11 Hesse-Lichtenberger’s survey seems to be the only up-
to-date English-language history of German football. And it is a pret-
ty decent history, although it lacks proper references.

The political scientist Arthur Heinrich published his highly criti-
cal political history of the German FA in 2000 to coincide with the
Association’s centenary celebrations. Heinrich works for the academ-
ic journal Blätter für deutsche und internationale Politik. From an aca-
demic viewpoint, this is the most satisfying of all the books reviewed.
Well written and argued, it includes the relevant academic literature,
uses the available unpublished sources, and is extensively annotated.
Heinrich’s judgement on the association is harsh, but he argues his
case convincingly.

Unfortunately the same cannot be said for the other genuinely
academic study reviewed here. The historians Fabian Brändle and
Christian Koller provide the broadest survey among the books
reviewed here. They attempt to write a ‘cultural and social history of
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11 Gunter Gebauer, ‘Die Bundesliga’, in Etienne François and Hagen Schulze
(eds.), Deutsche Erinnerungsorte (2nd edn.; Munich, 2002), vol. 2, p. 450–65.



modern football’, although, as they admit in the introduction, they
concentrate on Britain, Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. Both
authors worked for Swiss history departments at the time of publica-
tion (Basle and Zurich respectively) and they certainly ensure that
Swiss football is not underrepresented. Considering that they are the
only professional historians reviewed here (Heinrich is a political sci-
entist), the number of inaccuracies in their work is shocking.12 Since
their survey traces the medieval origins of football and covers the
early English Public School days of the sport as much as the trans-
formation from amateurism to professionalism, a detailed descrip-
tion of football in Nazi and post-war Germany obviously cannot be
expected. The focus of the book is on the slow and late professional-
ization of continental football, but the authors do comment on other
developments in German football. Unfortunately, their judgement is
often superficial and does not include alternative interpretations.

Most of the literature makes a very severe judgement on the
German FA, and on football in general, under Nazi rule. Total assim-
ilation and institutional profiteering are the main accusations lev-
elled against the FA. A contentious issue is the question of Party, SA,
and SS membership of leading football officials and the question of
their National Socialist persuasion.

Since Fischer and Lindner were the first authors to attempt an
overview of the relationship between National Socialism and the
football world (1999), their harsh assessment is often repeated in the
subsequent literature. They castigate the FA’s conduct in the early
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12 The German international they refer to is called Felix, not Wolfgang,
Magath (pp. 107 and 281). On p. 113 they name a number of great players
whose presence decided international championships. Pele, Diego
Maradona, and Michel Platini make sense, but ‘Jackie’ Charlton? They must
be referring to his brother ‘Bobby’ Charlton. The Hamburg and Germany for-
ward who later became a concentration camp guard was called Otto Fritz
Harder, nicknamed ‘Tull’ Harder. He was not called ‘Harder Tull’ (p. 122).
The Catholic cleric who founded Glasgow Celtic is not from ‘Sligo in County
Donegal’, since Sligo is the capital of an Irish county of the same name (p.
137). The Belfast team Cliftonville has played its home games at its own
ground ‘Solitude’, even against arch-Protestant Belfast side Linfield, since
1999, whereas the book, published in 2002, claims that Cliftonville was not
allowed to do so for fear of sectarian tensions (p. 139). Also, ‘Solitude’ is in
North Belfast, not West Belfast.



days of the Third Reich as ‘premature self-Gleichschaltung’ (‘voraus-
eilende Selbstgleichschaltung’, p. 32), and claim that football pre-
empted Hitler’s will by banning ‘Jews and Marxists’ from the game
and ordering players to give the Hitler salute before and after every
match long before the Nazis ordered such measures (p. 50). Brändle
and Koller accept the assessment of the FA’s Selbstgleichschaltung
after Hitler’s accession to power, adding that the FA showed ‘pre-
mature obedience’ (‘vorauseilender Gehorsam’) to the new govern-
ment in every respect (p. 89 f.). Although many clubs had been ready
to join a new and professional Reichsliga in October 1932, these plans
were shelved immediately after January 1933 in ‘premature obedi-
ence’ to the Nazis’ rejection of professionalism. Hesse-Lichtenberger
refers to Education Minister Bernhard Rust’s order of 2 June 1933
excluding Jews from welfare organizations, youth groups, and sport-
ing clubs, but also states that most sporting officials had by that stage
‘already hurried to insinuate themselves with the new masters’ (p.
79). On 19 April 1933 the FA had used the sports journal kicker for an
official announcement, declaring that ‘members of the Jewish race,
and persons who have turned out to be followers of the Marxist
movement, are deemed unacceptable’ (p. 80). Local associations and
some clubs had acted even earlier.

According to Heinrich, Gleichschaltung met little resistance from
the German FA. Only when the regional associations (Landesver-
bände) were disbanded in July 1933 was there some anger. There was,
however, no general disagreement with Nazi ideas as such (pp.
127–30). Heinrich argues that Reichssportführer Hans von Tschammer
und Osten never explicitly ordered the expulsion of Jews from
German sports (p. 142), but points out that many South German
clubs, including the former ‘Juden-Clubs’ Bayern Munich, Stuttgarter
Kickers, and Eintracht Frankfurt, had offered the government their
assistance by excluding all Jews as early as April 1933. In the same
month, the German FA ordered the removal of all Jews from official
club positions (p. 143). Schwarz-Pich, on the other hand, defends the
German FA and its president Felix Linnemann (1882–1948). He com-
pares the wording of the FA’s declaration of support for the new gov-
ernment on 9 April 1933 with declarations by other sports associa-
tions and comes to the conclusion that it was highly factual and
unflattering to the Nazis, avoiding any mention either of Hitler or of
National Socialism. Even the declaration of support by the Jewish

71

Football, the Nazis, and Vergangenheitsbewältigung



veterans’ association Reichsbund Jüdischer Frontsoldaten on 6 May
1933, he argues, was—for obvious reasons—more enthusiastic than
the FA’s declaration (pp. 33 ff.). Furthermore, Linnemann never
signed off any of his articles in FA publications or international
match programmes with ‘Heil Hitler’ (pp. 70 f.). If anything,
Schwarz-Pich sees a case of radicalization from below, with local
associations and many clubs, including Bayern Munich, far more
inclined to support the Nazis than the German FA (pp. 36 f.).

At international level, Downing examines the attitudes of the
English FA and the British government towards the New Germany
and comes to very unflattering conclusions. In a case of football
appeasement, England played Germany—the choice of location
‘unintentionally ironic’ (p. 26)—at White Hart Lane, the home
ground of Tottenham Hotspurs, a club with a substantial Jewish fol-
lowing, on 4 December 1935, that is, after the Nuremberg Laws had
been passed. The Home Office was uneasy about the game, and the
TUC strictly opposed it, but the Foreign Office insisted on playing it
(pp. 26–43). At the post-match banquet, the English FA’s vice-presi-
dent, a certain W. Pickford, proposed a toast to Hitler (p. 42). Even
more shameful was the Hitler salute given by the English team in
Berlin’s Olympic Stadium in May 1938 on the explicit orders of the
Foreign Office, relayed to the England tour leader by the British
ambassador in Berlin, Neville Henderson (pp. 48–52).

The second major accusation levelled against the German FA is
that of institutional profiteering. Bitzer and Wilting at least insinuate
that the FA as an association benefited from the Nazi regime because
it became more important under Nazi rule. Before 1933, the Worker’s
Gymnastics and Sports Association (Arbeiter-Turn- und Sportbund, or
ATSB), the Catholic sports association DJK, and the Gymnastics
Association (Turnerbund) had all held their own football champi-
onships within their ranks. This was stopped for various reasons
after 1933, so that the FA emerged as the sole footballing authority in
Germany (pp. 32 f.). Brändle and Koller add that the FA was delight-
ed that the Nazis destroyed the ATSB, the FA’s working-class com-
petitor (pp. 170–5).

Thirdly, the question of the real or alleged National Socialist per-
suasion of leading football officials is seriously debated. Heinrich
states that before 1933 very few leading FA officials were NSDAP
members, but in 1933, and then again in 1937, most of them joined the
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party (pp. 158 f.). This is uncontested, but the interpretation is not.
Whereas Heinrich describes the FA’s conduct as utterly deplorable,
Schwarz-Pich defends the leadership against such criticism. In his
version of events, the FA under Linnemann had one overriding aim,
namely, to protect the bourgeois sports associations and clubs
against attempts by the SA and later the Hitler Youth and the SS to
take over the organization of German sports. Although most FA offi-
cials joined one Nazi organization or another, Schwarz-Pich argues,
they had no other option while staying in their positions, and they
did not do so from persuasion. Linnemann did not appoint a single
pre-1933 NSDAP member to a leading position within the FA or its
1936 organizational successor, the Fachamt Fußball (pp. 23, 171 f., 183).
Bitzer and Wilting also seem to defend Linnemann to some extent
when reporting, like Schwarz-Pich, that the FA president did not ban
games between ‘ordinary’ clubs and the Jewish sports associations
that were tolerated until the pogroms of November 1938. However,
they argue that this happened in collusion with the government
because the Nazis wanted to present a decent sporting Germany to
the world before the 1936 Summer Olympics in Berlin (pp. 36 f.).

Some of the books provide evidence of small-scale resistance and
civil disobedience to the regime. Schwarz-Pich, for instance, claims
that most players simply ignored the new Dietwart, a mandatory club
official installed to oversee the ideological schooling of players and
officials (p. 64). Kolbe looks at the case of Borussia Dortmund and
describes it as a club steeped in an anti-authoritarian tradition that
partially survived the Nazi years. Some concessions were made to
the new order, and some club officials were members of the NSDAP.
The players gave the Hitler salute before and after games. Saluting
was, however, a precondition for remaining in the league; a refusal
would have resulted in exclusion. Eighty per cent of the first team
members belonged to the SA. Kolbe explains, using oral history evi-
dence, that it was more an ‘honorary membership’ (p. 181) for all
players in the top leagues, and had no political consequences. Club
chairman Egon Pentrup refused to join the party and subsequently
stepped down in 1934. However, he remained active behind the
scenes. The club also retained its groundsman despite his under-
ground activities on behalf of the German Communist Party (KPD),
and even allowed him to use the club’s printing machine to produce
illegal material in 1944. Other members of the left-wing resistance
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within the club were successfully protected, but the groundsman was
murdered by the Nazis in 1945.

What Kolbe writes about Borussia Dortmund, and what Schwarz-
Pich argues for the FA, cannot be generalized for all clubs, and cer-
tainly not for Dortmund’s regional rivals FC Schalke 04, as Fischer
and Lindner point out (pp. 150–66). Heinrich is the harshest judge of
the FA under Nazi rule. In his eyes, the performance of the German
FA between 1933 and 1945 ‘could hardly have been more shameful’
(p. 219). Schwarz-Pich, on the other hand, sees no reason why the
first post-war FA president Peter Josef ‘Peco’ Bauwens (1886–1963)
should not have brought most of the pre-1945 FA leaders back into
office (p. 215). Fischer and Lindner provide the most realistic assess-
ment of the situation: between 1933 and 1945 the world of football
acted no more courageously, but also no more despicably than the
rest of the German population (p. 294). It vacillated between eager-
ness to integrate into the new order, attempting to keep quiet and
weather the storm, and committing isolated acts of civil disobedi-
ence.

According to Downing, German football after 1945 was ‘still
organised along prewar lines’ (p. 65). He refers to the lack of a nation-
wide league and the fact that Germany’s top footballers were still
part-timers, but he could not have summed up most other books
reviewed here more accurately. Most authors concerned with post-
war German football dedicate many pages to the return of the old
staff after the German FA was reconstituted in 1949. They also dwell
on the FA’s unwillingness thoroughly to confront its own past, not
only during the 1950s and 1960s, but even at the FA’s centenary cel-
ebrations in 2000. Heinrich gives the most extensive outline of the
FA’s restorative tendencies: the Western Allies favoured a reorgani-
zation of German sports from below after 1945, with ‘open clubs’
offering more than one type of sport, and regional sports associations
(Landessportverbände) in place of individual sports associations like
the FA (p. 164). Many of the old football leaders openly opposed this
and re-established the German FA in July 1949. Many former officials
from the Nazi days returned (pp. 164–7). The leadership showed no
will for Vergangenheitsbewältigung whatsoever, but whitewashed the
FA leaders’ performance between 1933 and 1945. This continued in
official association histories well into the 1990s (pp. 167–82), with
very few exceptions. According to Heinrich, the North Rhine-West-
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phalian FA was the first official body within the German FA to men-
tion the expulsion of Jews from German football after 1933 in a pub-
lication, and to admit ‘willing integration’ (‘bereitwillige Anpas-
sung’) into the Nazi regime. This happened as late as 1998 (p. 181).
Bitzer and Wilting also describe how most of the pre-1945 FA staff
came back after the war (pp. 173–90). They provide a further exam-
ple of how the Nazi past was whitewashed after 1945: the president
of 1860 Munich, Emil Ketterer, had been a member of the Nazi Party
since 1923 and, as a doctor, was an outspoken proponent of the Nazi
euthanasia programme. He was interned by the US authorities after
the war. A 1960 Festschrift for the centenary of the club complained
that Ketterer had been ‘unjustly’ interned (p. 61). In his essay in
Schulze-Marmeling’s collection, Erik Eggers recalls an oft-mentioned
speech made by the now retired Tübingen professor of rhetoric,
Walter Jens, on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the German
FA in Frankfurt in May 1975. In it Jens attacked the FA for its lack of
will to deal with its own Nazi German past (pp. 216–18). Eggers
points out that in 2000, the FA’s official publication marking its cen-
tenary seriously understated the FA’s involvement in the Third Reich
(pp. 218–24). Unlike many companies compromised by its Nazi past,
the FA still refuses to open its archives to all historians (pp. 224 f.), a
failure publicly criticized by Germany’s President Johannes Rau at
the FA’s centenary celebrations in Leipzig in January 2000. Rau called
on the FA to support historians willing to research the association’s
history, not to hinder them (p. 218).13

Schulze-Marmeling’s highly simplistic chapter in Fischer and
Lindner paints a grim picture of post-1945 German football.
Democratization and de-Nazification almost completely passed the
German FA by (p. 267). He suggests that the FA ignored the Nazi
past of its post-war officials (pp. 267 f.), and that to this day the clubs
are unwilling to tackle their own history critically (p. 276). That might
have been true a decade ago, but the statement should not have been
(re-)printed in 2002. Kolbe’s book on Borussia Dortmund is an obvi-
ous example of—admittedly rather late—Vergangenheitsbewältigung.
Schulze-Marmeling must have been aware of the project as he works
as an editor for the publisher of Kolbe’s book. Other clubs have at
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13 According to Eggers (p. 224), the FA has now commissioned the Mainz his-
torian Nils Havemann to write a history of the FA during the Third Reich.



least made some attempt to come clean. The centenary edition of
Werder Bremen’s history contains a highly critical article on the
club’s Nazi past.14 ‘With almost sporting dedication’ (‘mit geradezu
sportlichem Ehrgeiz’), its author writes sarcastically, the club went
about integrating itself into the new era and fulfilled all Nazi plans
for the future of sport in Germany before they were even ordered.15

The chronicle also contains photographs of the first team in 1933 on
a ferry with a number of SS men, and the team, in 1934, giving the
Hitler salute.

West Germany’s World Cup victory in 1954 is interpreted as a
turning point by some, and as a continuation of the FA’s allegedly
hyper-nationalist past by others. Hesse-Lichtenberger sees it as the
moment when West Germany gained an identity that was not based
on military achievement, but on an infinitely more civilian event like
a football World Cup. Jokingly, he dismisses the term ‘Bonn Re-
public’ in favour of ‘Berne Republic’ (p. 159), implying that a gen-
uinely new West German identity was born in the Swiss city of Berne
that hosted the World Cup final on that rainy July Sunday in 1954.
Most books, however, emphasize ‘Peco’ Bauwens’ infamous ‘Sieg-
Heil speech’, as the Süddeutsche Zeitung dubbed it, at a Munich recep-
tion for the victorious team. Bauwens’ speech, the script of which is
lost, was so extremely nationalist that even the reputedly arch-con-
servative Bayerischer Rundfunk radio station stopped its broadcast
half-way through.16 Official Germany, however, did not stand idly
by. Both the Ministry of the Interior and President Theodor Heuss
felt the need to distance themselves, albeit jokingly, from Bauwens
and his speech. Extreme nationalism might still have been prevalent
in 1954 West Germany, but it did not go undetected and unopposed.

The picture which Brändle and Koller paint not only of the
German reaction to that famous victory, but of post-war West Ger-

76

Review Articles

14 Hans-Joachim Wallenhorst, ‘Grün-Weiß in braunen Zeiten: Über den
Sport im Nationalsozialismus—der SV “Werder” mit Vereinsführer und
Dietwart’, in Jörn Christiansen (ed.), Werder Bremen: 100 Jahre Sport im
Rampenlicht (Bremen, 1998), pp. 162–71.
15 Ibid. p. 165
16 Hesse-Lichtenberger, Tor!, p. 166; Heinrich, Der Deutsche Fußballbund, pp.
211 f.; Fischer and Lindner (eds.), Stürmer für Hitler, p. 270; Bitzer and
Wilting, Stürmen für Hitler, p. 230; Brändle and Koller, Goooal!!!, pp. 159 f.



many as a whole, is bleak. They claim that most Germans saw them-
selves as victims, not perpetrators of the Nazi crimes. Individual
involvement in those crimes was hardly ever reflected upon. The
main focus for most people was their economic progress (p. 153).
Brändle and Koller interpret the World Cup victory entirely as a
national re-awakening that frightened the international community
and the German left-wing press (pp. 153–60). While this picture of a
Germany unable to come to terms with its past is commonplace, and
a certain tendency towards nationalist escapism in the 1950s cannot
be denied, it ignores vital aspects of the 1950s socio-cultural climate.
Even the football weekly kicker could not, and did not, ignore
Germany’s problematic history. On the early death in 1955 of the
above-mentioned Norwegian player, coach, FA president, and con-
centration camp victim Asbjørn ‘Assi’ Halvorsen, the journal’s edi-
tor-in-chief Friedebert Becker wrote in the obituary: ‘Our mourning
for Assi is deepened by the knowledge that the inhuman suffering
inflicted upon him in a German concentration camp must have cost
the great Norwegian many years of his life, that ended so young and
so suddenly.’17

Unfortunately, the interpretation of West Germany in the 1950s
and beyond in the monographs and surveys reviewed here is often
too simplistic. It accepts the popular history clichés of a Germany
absolutely unwilling to deal with its problematic past. While (right-
ly) emphasizing the FA’s unwillingness to do so in its official publi-
cations, the works hardly take into account other sources, such as the
football press, or evidence of what the FA tried to achieve politically
and educationally after 1945. The German FA, for example, was high-
ly supportive of Israel’s integration into UEFA in the 1980s and
1990s, and first contacts were made and some games played as early
as the 1960s (Eggers in Schulze-Marmeling, p. 226). While the restora-
tion issue, that is, the re-appointment of old FA staff and the lack of
Vergangenheitsbewältigung, is vital, to reduce the history of West
German football to a blame game is too simple. (Schulze-Marmeling
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17 ‘Unseren Schmerz um Assi vertieft das Wissen darum, daß die unmensch-
lichen Martern des deutschen KZ den großen Norweger wohl viele Jahre
seines nun so jung, so jäh beendeten Lebens gekostet haben’, quoted in
Fischer and Lindner (eds.), Stürmer für Hitler, p. 239.



even accuses the German FA of being dominated to this day by CDU
politicians18—hardly an anti-constitutional organization.) Much
work remains to be done.

18 Schulze-Marmeling, ‘Der DFB nach 1945’, pp. 274 f.
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