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FRIEDRICH EDELMAYER, Söldner und Pensionäre: Das Netzwerk
Philipps II. im Heiligen Römischen Reich, Studien zur Geschichte und
Kultur der Iberischen und Iberoamerikanischen Länder, 7 (Munich:
Oldenbourg, 2002) ISBN 3 486 56672 5; (Vienna: Verlag für Ge-
schichte und Politik, 2002) ISBN 3 7028 0394 7. 318 pp. EURO 44.80

Not many monographs have been written about the relations be-
tween Philip II or the Spanish monarchy and the Holy Roman
Empire between about 1560 and 1580. The cleverly stage-managed
abdication of Philip’s father, Charles V, as Holy Roman Emperor, and
the accession to this throne of his Austrian brother, King of the
Romans Ferdinand I, seemingly put an end to the chapter of
German–Spanish union in the sixteenth century. Ferdinand now had
to concentrate even more on the political consequences of the Re-
formation in central Europe, while Philip turned to the daring
exploits of the Spanish crown in Europe and abroad—in the increas-
ingly confident Netherlands; in Hispanic America; in the Philippines,
named after him in 1543, where he reformed the government around
1570; and in Portugal, which he was also able to unify politically with
Spain in 1581 as a result of his first marriage, to Maria of Portugal.
Political and diplomatic concerns vis-à-vis a familiar Vienna seem-
ingly played little part in this. ‘The embassy in Germany gave rise to
no complications as, after all, its interests affected the Habsburg fam-
ily itself’, was the assessment of the canonical Historia de España
Menéndez Pidal (in the volume of 1958).

Yet how can it be explained that in the middle of the sixteenth cen-
tury the embassy in Vienna had the biggest budget (8,000 ducats) after
Rome (12,000 ducats) of all of Spain’s European embassies (Paris,
6,000; London, Lisbon, Venice, and Genoa each 4,000)? And how does
the close interest of German writers precisely in Philip II correspond to
this assumption? Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s classical work
Egmont, and Friedrich von Schiller’s Don Carlos: Infant von Spanien still
keep the dramatic sixteenth century alive for students and theatre-
lovers today. ‘Alle Könige/Europens huldigen dem spanschen
Namen./Gehen Sie Europens Königen voran. ... Geben Sie Gedanken-
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freiheit’, Marquis Posa says to Philip II, who, for Schiller, is the ruth-
less father of Don Carlos. Incidentally, both plays, which should also
be read as Enlightened essays on the antagonism between monarchy
and republic, were published in 1788, just before the French Revolution.

Friedrich Edelmayer, born 1959, Professor of Modern History in
Vienna, has done well to address this hardly researched topic in the
book under review. He has a profound knowledge of Spanish–
Austrian relations, a subject on which his publications include
Maximilian II., Philipp II. und Reichsitalien: Die Auseinandersetzungen
um das Reichslehen Finale in Ligurien (1988), and he has also edited
Reichstag documents (for 1543 within the Wiener Arbeitsstelle Jüngere
Reihe series of the edition Deutsche Reichstagsakten, Jüngere Reihe, also
published by Oldenbourg in Munich).

In order to get a rough idea of how these rulers conducted poli-
tics, and especially foreign policy, we should turn to the lengthy per-
sonal instructions which the monarchs gave to their successors, or
top politicians (in today’s language). Charles V’s instructions to his
son Philip, dated May 1543, for example, and those of January 1548,
and October 1555 (cf. source edition by Alfred Kohler, 1990), but also
those which Philip II wrote for Don Juan de Austria in 1568 (cf.
Manuel Fernández Alvarez, 1989), and for the Duke of Alcalá (cf. H.
G. Koenigsberger, 1972) show how carefully they weighed up and
developed the various political fields (economy, taxes, borders,
dynasties, confessions, armies, and wars). At the same time, they
clarify the monarchs’ awareness of their office as a burden, and their
endeavours to do justice to its high demands in terms of expertise
and ethics: ‘wie ein schwer ding es sey, recht und wohl zue regieren
... das du doch vielmehr darauff bedacht sein wollest wie du wohl
und gerecht regierst, als das du dich nach grösserem regiment
sehnest ... (Charles V to Philip II, 25 Oct. 1555).

Even in the sixteenth century, however, foreign policy was dictat-
ed less by ethical demands or the monarch’s religious conviction than
by political interests and structural givens. The lofty goals of Habs-
burg foreign policy contrasted strongly with the chances of fulfilling
them. Ultimately the lengthy ‘political testaments’ (Heinz Duch-
hardt) and the Spanish crown’s heavy reliance on mercenaries show
how vulnerable political instruments still were, and how insecure the
government’s grasp of the institutional and thus continuous powers
of the executive was.
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Edelmayer’s study demonstrates this vividly. The personal key
texts cited above hardly mention the indirect, personal shaping of
politics which is the subject of his investigation. The concept of ‘net-
works’ in domestic and foreign policy does indeed offer new per-
spectives which need to be treated carefully. After referring briefly to
the ‘technical sciences’ from which the term is drawn, the author par-
ticularly cites Wolfgang Reinhard (Freiburg) and his masterly works
on the Roman oligarchies around 1600 for the approach he takes.
‘The concept of the network was therefore selected to describe the
multi-layered system of relations between the Spanish king and the
most diverse groups of people in the Holy Roman Empire’ (p. 30).

According to Edelmayer, the motives for the careful cultivation of
this network, which had fixed points in Brussels, Milan, and Vienna,
were mainly geographical and strategic. The Empire bordered on the
sensitive spots of Hispanic power—the Netherlands and France with
its strategic artery between northern Italy, Alsace, and Flanders. It
also offered rich opportunities to engage mercenaries for the Spanish
armies required on several fronts. Added to this was a foreign policy
factor. The dual nature of the Holy Roman Empire with power cen-
tres in the princes and the Estates, embodied graphically in the dou-
bled-headed (perhaps even quaternary) eagle on the imperial coat of
arms, ensured the Imperial Estates a considerable say in the election
of king and Emperor, as well as in the government and the justice
system of the Holy Roman Empire. Thus as far as Madrid was con-
cerned, cultivating the members of the Imperial Estates gave it a
chance to exert indirect influence on the destiny of Vienna and the
Holy Roman Empire.

His historiographical approach means that the author only touch-
es upon the direct connections between Madrid and Vienna, for
example, as established by the marriage between Maria of Spain
(1528–1603), sister of Philip II, and Maximilian II (1527–76), his cousin
and successor on the imperial throne (1564). Nor does Edelmayer dis-
cuss in detail the ‘Spanish youth’ which was a formative experience
for Maximilian and then for his sons Rudolph (1552–1612) and Ernst
(1553–95). In a different context, however, Edelmayer emphasizes
family tradition by pointing out several times that in his ‘network’
Philip was continuing the system of connections which his father had
been able to build up over many years as ruler of the Netherlands
and Holy Roman Emperor.
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In the core chapters of his study, Edelmayer displays a com-
manding, impressive knowledge of the documents, especially those
held in the archives of Madrid, Vienna, Munich, Simancas, and
Bregenz. He presents a range of people who had connections with
Madrid as the crucial points where the strands of the net intersected.
He artfully separates out and discusses imperial councilllors (chapter
3), Catholic imperial princes (chapter 4), subjects of the Empire as
Spanish colonels (chapter 5), Protestant imperial princes (chapter 6),
and mercenaries (chapter 7). Madrid used a number of well consid-
ered instruments in the diplomatic cultivation of these men: ‘good
correspondence’, visits from ambassadors, accepting godparenthoods,
gift-giving, and perhaps most importantly, paying pensions. ‘Good
correspondence’, a new and not very analytical term which the author
introduces ‘by analogy with the language of the sources’, refers to the
personal correspondence between Philip II and the respective imperi-
al pensioner concerning family and personal matters. The conclusion,
finally (chapter 8), entitled ‘Resumen: La red de Felipe II en el Sacro
Imperio’, offers a summary and explains why the years 1565 to 1580
were selected as the focus of the study.

Adam von Dietrichstein, Vienna’s long-serving ambassador to
Madrid and an impressive example of a ‘good correspondence’;
Duke Albrecht V of Bavaria; Jakob Hannibal von Hohenems (relative
of Pope Pius IV and of Archbishop Markus Sitticus of Salzburg);
Duke Julius of Brunswick—all of these were leaders in the German
territories in the late sixteenth century and did, in fact, take part in
the high politics of the Empire immediately after the Peace of Augs-
burg of 1555 established a truce between the Catholic and Protestant
powers. Among the most outstanding findings of the book for this
reviewer was the discovery of how undogmatically Charles V’s son,
champion of Catholic Christianity, pursued his (indirect) imperial
politics. The section on Spanish pensioners from Brandenburg takes
as an example the negotiations between Madrid’s ambassador to the
Empire and Prince Elector Joachim II plus his son Margrave Johann
Georg. It demonstrates how pragmatic and even businesslike were
the negotiations between king and imperial prince, Catholic and
Protestant, just a few years after the confessional Schmalkaldic war of
1547. One of the main aims of the Spanish side, incidentally, was to
prevent William of Orange from recruiting military reinforcements
by neutralizing Brandenburg (p. 211), a political goal which the
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imperial princes, who were at that time still Lutheran (until 1613)
apparently found quite acceptable.

The reader, though, cannot always follow the political outcomes
of Spanish clientele and networking techniques. In some cases the
meticulous reconstruction of correspondences, negotiations, and
positions takes precedence over the task of fitting these stories of
court and diplomacy into a wider framework. The price to be paid for
the book’s main advantage—the concentrated view it offers of polit-
ical networking and informal techniques of conducting foreign poli-
cy—is a certain tendency to one-sidedness, for it will not be possible
clearly to assess the (admittedly very broad) research field ‘network-
ing and diplomacy’ until its results can be correlated systematically
with political history and history based on other sources relating the
same people and issues. The justified and repeated reference, for
example, to the fact that in 1556 Philip II adopted Charles V’s net-
work in the Holy Roman Empire, remains one-sided as long as we do
not find out how it was damaged, changed, or repaired by the dra-
matic events in the Netherlands (the regency of the Duke of Alba
from 1567) and in the Empire itself, to which they belonged. 

Here it would have made sense to contrast the sources predomi-
nantly from dynastic and high aristocratic circles which Edelmayer
uses, and which have a built-in perspective from the top down, with
those from a different social origin. Chapter 2, for example, ‘The
Image of the Empire in Spain’, is strangely bloodless as a result, and
does not attain the level of ‘imaginology’, the investigations of mutu-
al perceptions in the European countries of that period (cf. for exam-
ple, the studies by Heinz Schilling, Berlin, on mutual perceptions
between Spain and Germany in the late sixteenth century—‘Dass
doch mein liebes Vaterland/Erlöst wird auss der Spanier hand!/Lass
uns bleiben bei deinem Wort, stewer des bapsts un Spanier mord !’).

The lack of reference to other sources also applies to the origin
and scope of the documents: the volume relies more heavily on
Spanish sources than on those from the Empire itself (with which the
author is highly familiar). Where the two groups of sources overlap,
as in Philip II’s affiliation with the Empire through his possessions in
the Netherlands, Burgundy, and Milan, a contrast would have been
especially interesting.

Finally, the author’s slight reluctance when it comes to method-
ological or theoretical reflection is not entirely satisfying. The obliga-
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tory reference in the Introduction to Wolfgang Reinhard’s essay on
client structures and networks in the early modern period is not
taken up again or used productively for the case in point. The con-
cept of the network, for example, much more than client structures,
presupposes communication between people of almost equal rank.
The reader’s curiosity about the extent to which the author, who
rejects the term ‘clientele’ for his investigation at the start (p. 30), has
also considered the opposite path is not satisfied. To what extent did
the numerous and powerful German pensioners exert any influence
on the image of the Holy Roman Empire in Madrid, and on Spanish
policy toward the Empire?

The advantages of this volume, which thanks to the involvement
of two publishers (Oldenbourg Verlag and Verlag für Geschichte und
Politik) is very pleasingly presented and largely free of printing
errors, include the wealth of perspectives which the leitmotiv opens
for the history of the early modern period. It will enrich our histori-
cal understanding of foreign policy constellations and conflicts if, in
future, we take more account of informal forms of exerting influence
such as lobbying. Edelmayer has demonstrated an impressive
appetite for work over the last few years, and after reading the ‘new
Edelmayer’ one would like to address the question of pensioners in
England at the time of Philip II, once husband of Mary I, or of those
in imperial Italy and at the Vatican (Wolfgang Reinhard).

Central European history would also benefit from some network
studies. In 1806 a descendant of Charles V, Emperor Francis II
(1768–1835), laid down the crown and, at the same time, fearing
Napoleon’s covetousness, declared the Holy Roman Empire of the
German Nation defunct. As Emperor Francis I (from 1804), of course,
he continued to reside in Vienna, and supported by Prince
Metternich (1773–1859) from Koblenz in the Empire, he continued to
exert great influence on the destiny of the German Confederation.
How he did this deserves our special interest. Austria still saw itself,
as opposed to Prussia, as the pre-eminent power in Germany. The
practised way in which Vienna employed its ancestral political
instruments is well known. But the extent to which the Austrian
emperor and the German prince acted informally and continued to
extend and use the network which had been carefully spun until
1803/1806 remains to be established.
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ALBRECHT GRAF V. KALNEIN studied history and Romance lan-
guages and literature at the universities of Graz, Madrid, and
Freiburg. He works for the Zeit-Stiftung Ebelin and Gerd Bucerius in
Hamburg, and for the Deutsche Nationalstiftung in Weimar. His
research has concentrated on the history of Spain in the seventeenth
century. His most recent book is Juan José de Austria en la España de
Carlos II (2001). An article on the Estates of the Holy Roman Empire
in the sixteenth century is in print.
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