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ULRIKE KIRCHBERGER, Aspekte deutsch-britischer Expansion: Die
Überseeinteressen der deutschen Migranten in Großbritannien in der Mitte
des 19. Jahrhunderts, Beiträge zur Kolonial- und Überseegeschichte, 73
(Stuttgart: Steiner, 1999), 508 pp. ISBN 3 515 07439 2. DM 166.00

The historiography of Germans in Britain begins with the publication
of Karl Heinrich Schaible’s Geschichte der Deutschen in England in
1885. The next two significant books, Ian Colvin’s The Germans in
England, 1066-1598 (1915) and C. R. Hennings’s Deutsche in England
(1923) essentially present the differing positions on the presence of
Germans in British history informed by the mass hysteria of the First
World War, which threw up extremes of Germanophobia and
Germanophilia. Whereas Colvin saw the Germans as an alien group
undermining Britain, Hennings viewed them as a minority which
had endured extreme persecution. After the hatreds of the First
World War had faded away, significant studies of Germans in Britain
did not begin to appear again until the 1960s when C. C. Aronsfeld,
who had fled the Nazis, produced a range of important articles on the
history of German Jews. This theme took off during the 1980s when
several books appeared on Jewish and other refugees from the Third
Reich. Rosemary Ashton’s study of the exiles from the 1848 revolu-
tions, published in 1986, also deserves mention. By the 1990s the sub-
ject of Germans in British history had established itself. Other studies
have appeared on more specific areas, including this reviewer’s own
works on the nineteenth century and the First World War, and
Werner Mosse’s monumental edited book Second Chance: Two Cen-
turies of German-Speaking Jews in the United Kingdom (1991).

It is against this background that we should examine Ulrike
Kirchberger’s published Ph.D. thesis. The title initially seems rather
surprising, although the contents pages reveal that she covers a large
range of groups involved in any manner of activities, from transmi-
grants to refugees to utopian socialists to businessmen. The range of
the topics she studies certainly deserves praise. Her approach is high-
ly commendable because the Germans in nineteenth-century Britain
certainly did not, like most immigrant minorities, represent a mono-
lithic mass. In her introductory chapters Kirchberger outlines the
state of play in the historiography of Germans in Britain, as well as
looking at some interpretations of ethnicity and assimilation. Despite
this foray into theory, the volume essentially consists of an empirical
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narrative. Some of the themes the author covers at the beginning of
the book receive attention in the main text. For instance, throughout
the book she stresses the fact that Germans had much admiration for
the British Empire and that many of those who came to Britain used
it to further their own international interests. Kirchberger also rejects
the argument that structural factors played the major role in pushing
people towards Britain. She asserts that small groups of Germans
migrated to Britain for their own reasons. She focuses upon the
attractions of Britain rather than the push factors in Germany, which
seems appropriate in the case of the groups she tackles. During the
course of her study Kirchberger examines the ways in which
Germans and Britons interacted with each other, which represents
the main thematic strength of the book.

Another real strength lies in the range of groups which she stud-
ies. As mentioned above, Germans in nineteenth-century Britain cer-
tainly did not form a unified community, but were divided especial-
ly along social and religious lines. In view of the title of the book,
however, Kirchberger essentially concentrates on different groups of
middle and upper-class people. The lower sections of society remain
essentially, but not completely, absent. In fact, she has an excellent
chapter on transmigrants. This examines their importance amongst
the Germans in Britain during the middle of the nineteenth century.
She deals with both German and British reaction to the presence of
these people in the country, as well as looking at their social life and
the mechanics of their migration.

Kirchberger devotes much attention to the evolution of projects
amongst Germans living in Britain for the development of areas in
British colonies for the settlement of their countrymen leaving
Germany. This receives contextualization in the general concern
about German emigration which circulated during the middle of the
nineteenth century. She argues in her introduction that the attrac-
tions of Britain for many Germans consisted in the fact that, unlike
Germany, Britain represented an advanced, unified state with its
own Empire, which could act as a substitute for German overseas
territories. The long chapter entitled ‘Die Auswanderungsprojekte
der deutschen Migranten in Großbritannien’ covers a variety of
ideas for the settlement of Germans overseas. These include the
Tropical Emigration Society established by John Adolphus Etzler
and Conrad F. Stollmeyer, whose purpose was to found a utopian
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paradise where the amount of work colonists would need to carry
out would be limited because of the use of wind, wave, and solar
power. Kirchberger also discusses those socialists amongst the 1848
exiles who saw the way forward as an escape from Europe and the
establishment of socialist colonies in territories beyond the
Continent. The final section of this long chapter examines the
Ecuador Land Company.

The fifth chapter of the book, entitled ‘Die Nutzung der überseei-
schen Infrastruktur Großbritanniens durch spezielle Interessen-
gruppen unter den deutschen Migranten’, covers a range of groups
and is written in a slightly more lively style than the previous chap-
ter. The first section deals with businessmen. It tackles the reasons for
their migration, their economic activities, and their social life.
Kirchberger has a good section on their position in British society,
which could, however, have been more detailed. She also has a few
pages on each of four businessmen, Alexander Kleinwort, Johann
Heinrich Schröder, Friedrich Hart, and Nikolas Trübner. The section
on Schröder totals less than one page with no footnotes. In contrast,
the less important Kleinwort, Hart, and Trübner attract lengthier
sketches. Kirchberger also has a short section on the involvement of
Germans with British overseas investment, which is the point of their
inclusion in this chapter. The chapter then moves on to consider
German missionaries, Orientalists, and other researchers, especially
natural scientists, who used Britain as a base and travelled to its
colonies for their fieldwork. Once again, Kirchberger examines the
interaction between these people and British society.

The chapter on ‘Der Preußische Gesandte Christian Carl Josiah
Freiherr von Bunsen als Vermittler zwischen preußisch-deutschen
Überseeinteressen und dem britischen Freihandsimperialismus’, is
slightly broader than the title suggests because Kirchberger essen-
tially looks at all aspects of Bunsen’s influence on relations between
Germans in Britain and the society to which they had moved. The
final chapter, ‘Der Deutsche National-Verein in Großbritannien und
seine Weltreichsvorstellungen’, examines, as its title suggests, the
view of one of the leading German organizations in mid-nineteenth
century Britain towards everything including Britain and German
settlements throughout the world. The author makes much use of the
liberal London-based German newspaper, Hermann, both in this
chapter and throughout the book.
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There is little doubt that Kirchberger has produced an important
study on the history of Germans in Britain during the middle of the
nineteenth century. The volume has both weaknesses and strengths.
The main weakness is its length—508 pages for the history of a few
thousand people over the course of a few decades. The author’s case
is not helped by her rather dry style. On the other hand, Kirchberger
has used a wide range of both German and British sources. Her bib-
liography indicates that she spent much time in archives in London,
Manchester, Birmingham, Berlin, Coburg, Marburg, Oxford, and
Windsor, for royal correspondence, although her footnotes indicate
that she has primarily relied on contemporary printed sources. Her
most important archival materials include papers in the state
archives in Karlsruhe, which hold documents from ambassadors of
Baden in London during the nineteenth century. This proved to be of
particular importance because Baden was the area of origin of many
of the Germans, especially transmigrants, in Britain during the 1840s
and 1850s. This is a work of true scholarship, which sheds new light
on the history of Germans in Britain, especially the middle classes, by
examining their outlook on the world and the way in which they
used the British Empire to their advantage.
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