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BOOK REVIEWS
MANFRED GROTEN, Köln im 13. Jahrhundert. Gesellschaftlicher Wandel
und Verfassungswirklichkeit, Städteforschung. Reihe A: Darstellungen,
36 (Cologne: Böhlau, 1998), xlii + 342 pp. ISBN 3 412 07998 7. DM
78.00
Friedrich Lau’s century-old foundational work on the medieval social
origins of Cologne’s municipal constitution has finally been updated by
Manfred Groten, whose comprehensive study brings much more clarity
and depth to this crucial aspect of urban history in Germany. In
particular, Groten argues that the development of municipal institutions
– especially the Rat (city council) – during the thirteenth century was not
shaped merely by well-known conflicts between the city’s archiepiscopal
lord and its leading citizens. Rather, this development was equally
influenced by rivalries between competing factions within the burgher
élite itself (the so-called Meliorat), which modern scholarship has tended
to portray as a community unified against the archbishop. Indeed, splits
within the Meliorat enabled archbishops and the Rat to weaken the
monopolistic power of certain élite burgher families (Geschlechter) by
the end of the century.
As the thirteenth century began, the leading Geschlechter dominated
the Schöffenkollegium (a body of lay administrators, known in Latin as
scabini, who served in the archiepiscopal court and were bound by a
loyalty oath to the archbishop). As such they were the leading representatives of the burgher Stadtregiment, since the Rat did not yet exist. Yet
Groten discerns a split within this ruling élite during the years of the
Welf-Staufen Thronstreit (1198-1216). Although the majority of the
Meliorat supported Otto IV, probably because of economic considerations, a minority pro-Staufen faction emerged under the leadership of
the von der Mühlengasse Geschlecht.
The rivalry within the Meliorat gradually intensified until a final
resolution in 1267-8, and thereby did much in the intervening years to
shape the city’s constitutional development. By the 1230s the von der
Mühlengasse faction succeeded in monopolizing the Schöffenkollegium
through an electoral process of co-optation. Groten asserts that members
of this faction, eventually referred to as ‘the Wise’ (die Weisen), maintained
an aristocratic culture based on Latin and French learning and saw
themselves as the élite leaders of the city (nobiles burgenses Colonienses).
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Such ‘egoistische Personenpolitik’ (p. 159) by the Weisen led to a loose
coalition of opposing Geschlechter, whose knightly culture only contributed further to the growing rivalry within the city’s ruling class.
First led by Hermann von der Kornpforte, this latter faction would
gradually look to the Rat to further its political power under the
leadership of the Overstolz Geschlecht. Excluded from city-wide administration, they turned to parish-based administration.
The Rat itself, though eventually co-opted by the Overstolz faction
as a counterweight against the Schöffen monopoly of the Weisen, actually
owes its origin to the social tensions between the Meliorat and the
original parish-level leadership (Amtleutekollegium). These parish officials
(Amtleute) first formed the Rat in 1216 as a protest against the Schöffen
Stadtregiment which, they felt, increasingly neglected parochial interests.
Hence the Rat emerged as an institution directed against the Meliorat
rather than against episcopal lordship as in other medieval German
cities. This unique constitutional tension in burgher society between the
Meliorat and the Mittelstand of wealthy parochial leaders was initially
stifled in 1216 when both archbishop and Geschlechter suppressed the
Rat. But the archbishop and the Overstolz faction revived and co-opted
the Rat from the 1220s onwards as a tool to weaken the Schöffenregiment
of the Weisen. The parishes, now having lost the Rat as their representative
institution, looked in turn to the artisan guilds (Handwerkerbruderschaften
or Zünfte) to defend their interests.
This tangled institutional and social history of Meliorat, Rat, Schöffenkollegium, and artisan guilds reached its climax during the decade of
upheaval (1258-68). Archbishop Konrad von Hochstaden (1238-1261)
launched his ‘revolution from above’ in 1258-9 to subject Geschlechter
power in the city once again to archiepiscopal authority. He made
skilful use of the factionalism within the Meliorat in order to depose and
exile the Weisen partisans, and thereupon he widened the spectrum of
political participation by installing representatives from both the
merchant Mittelstand and the artisan guilds as Schöffen. Groten’s
prosopographical study of the new Schöffen makes clear that a mixture
of Geschlechter leaders from the Overstolz faction, merchants, and guild
masters comprised this Schöffenkollegium, rather than the so-called
Zunftregiment of weavers, as has been erroneously asserted so often in
the past. The Rat itself was formally recognized at this time as a
legitimate city-wide representative body and its governmental role was
expanded.
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This transition in burgher governance structures was interrupted
briefly by the death of Archbishop Konrad von Hochstaden in 1261.
Thereafter the Weisen faction succeeded in returning from exile and
regaining control of Schöffen offices; with parish support they eliminated
guild participation in the Stadregiment after the Weavers’ Revolt of 1265.
The new archbishop, Engelbert II von Falkenburg (1261-74), then
formed an alliance with the Weisen faction in an attempt to take
advantage of the factionalism within the Meliorat. This move, however,
only resulted in war (1267-8), at the conclusion of which the archbishop
found himself in the count of Jülich’s prison and the Weisen permanently
driven out of Cologne by the Overstolz faction. The peace settlement of
1271 released Archbishop Engelbert in exchange for his formal
recognition of the reformed Stadtregiment of the 1250s. Thus the burgher
élite achieved de facto constitutional independence before their famous
victory at the Battle of Worringen (1288), which merely confirmed their
liberty from the archbishop.
According to Groten, this was not only liberty from achiepiscopal
lordship but also from the Schöffen monopoly of the Weisen, which
finally cleared the way for the Rat to emerge as the leading municipal
institution. Dominated now by Meliorat members, the Rat became the
institution of choice for broader representation in the city’s governance
instead of the narrower archiepiscopal institution of the Schöffen. By the
early fourteenth century an adjunct institution, the Weite Rat, further
broadened representation among the ruling élite in a way that the
Schöffenkollegium could never do. The Rat, therefore, emerges in Groten’s
account not only as a symbol of independence from achiepiscopal
lordship, but also from the aristocratic Schöffen-oligarchy of the Weisen.
Groten is at his best when exhibiting his impressive skills in
palaeography, diplomatics, sigillography, prosopography, and linguistic
analysis. His deft handling of charter witness lists, literary histories,
and Schreinskarten/Schreinsbücher entries yields valuable new information on kinship ties and social relations between the Meliorat,
mercantile Mittelstand, and artisan groups. Thus the social history of
Cologne is augmented and nicely integrated with traditional concerns
about constitutional development. Also very valuable is Groten’s
inclusion of parochial institutions and leaders as active players in
municipal constitutional development. In his account the parish Gemeinden play as active a role as the Geschlechter and the archbishops in
shaping the city’s constitutional history. The Amtleute’s exercise of low
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justice in parish courts, collection of direct taxes (Grundsteuer), and
organization of the city’s defence were valuable contributions to burgher
self-governance. Fortunately, Groten gives the Amtleute as much attention
as he does the Schöffen. Finally, Groten is most helpful in providing
comparative evidence from other German cities, a practice which is
often neglected in such studies.
Groten’s general thesis and overall presentation are convincing, and
therefore allow only minor criticisms on individual details. The book’s
emphasis on internal political dynamics necessarily results in the down
playing of external forces in Cologne’s history. It remains unclear, for
example, why Groten rejects Cologne’s economic interests in England
as a major external influence on the city’s allegiance to Otto IV, while he
asserts the same interests as the reason for Cologne’s support of
Frederick II once the emperor married the English princess Isabella.
However, he is right to emphasize the many other foreign economic
interests in addition to England that motivated the Cologne merchants.
Yet this variety of foreign involvements in itself speaks for the importance
of the role which external forces played in Cologne’s internal politics.
Several assertions in the book must be tentative in nature simply
because of the thin evidentiary base which survives. For example, the
documentation is more convincing when Groten argues for the knightly
culture of the Overstolz faction of the Meliorat than when he claims an
aristocratic, Francophile culture for the Weisen faction. Yet there are few
scholars who know these Cologne sources, especially the abundant yet
still largely unpublished Schreinsbücher, as well as Groten, and he is
consistently circumspect when making hypotheses in order not to
strain the evidence beyond credibility. This book should only inspire
further confidence in his scholarship.
In summary, Groten has displayed the riches of the historical sources
on medieval Cologne and thereby offered valuable correctives to the
existing historiography. In particular, he has shown that the emergence
of Cologne’s Rat as the central municipal institution of burgher governance had a unique history among medieval German cities. This book
deserves to be translated into English in order to find a wider Anglophone
audience.

JOSEPH P. HUFFMAN is Associate Professor of History at Messiah
College, Grantham, Pennsylvania. He is the author of Family, Commerce,
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and Religion in London and Cologne: Anglo-German Emigrants, c. 1000 - c.
1300 (1998), and his The Social History of Medieval Diplomacy: AngloGerman Relations (1066-1307) will be published in 1999. His current
project is a study provisionally entitled Ad usus pauperum: Urban Poor
Relief in Medieval Cologne before the Black Death.
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MICHAEL ROTHMANN, Die Frankfurter Messen im Mittelalter, Frankfurter Historische Abhandlungen, 40 (Stuttgart: Steiner, 1998), 726 pp.
ISBN 3 515 06883 X. DM 198.00
In 1990 Frankfurt-on-Main celebrated the 750th jubilee of the granting
of Frederick II’s privilege, which in 1240 placed all visitors to the
Frankfurt fair under his royal protection. As a city still famous for its
fairs, and seat of both the Bundesbank and the Central European Bank,
Frankfurt could not let an event of this sort go unnoticed. The celebrations in 1990 were marked by numerous publications. A collection
edited by Johannes Fried, Die Frankfurter Messe. Besucher und Bewunderer.
Literarische Zeugnisse aus ihren ersten acht Jahrhunderten (1990), and the
three-volume exhibition catalogue edited by Rainer Koch, Brücke
zwischen den Völkern. Zur Geschichte der Frankfurter Messe (1991), deserve
particular mention. These publications, however, were not accompanied
by a major scholarly monograph on the Frankfurt fairs in the Middle
Ages. Since Alexander Dietz’s Frankfurter Handelsgeschichte (1919-1925)
and the numerous monographs and essays by Hektor Ammann,
published between 1920 and 1960, no book has dealt specifically with
the economic, financial, and political functions of the two Frankfurt
fairs (Louis of Bavaria granted the second privilege in 1330), which
brought together the most important people concerned with trade,
finance, and commerce in late medieval Europe each spring and
autumn. The 1994 study by Nils Brübach, Die Reichsmessen von Frankfurt
am Main, Leipzig und Braunschweig (14.-18. Jahrhundert), does deal with
this topic, but leaves gaps since the timespan is not really appropriate
to the case of Frankfurt, and his attempt to compare fairs which were
very different in nature is somewhat over-ambitious. Thus a major
chapter of economic history remained to be written, in order to extend
our knowledge of the other European fairs of this period in Geneva,
Antwerp, Nördlingen, and Chalon-sur-Marne.
Michael Rothmann has done this magnificently. Not only does his
comprehensive study fill a gap, but he also writes a new chapter in
medieval economic history. He presents the Frankfurt fairs as a complete
urban system, as an ‘economic and social entity’ (p. 23). The plural
retained in the title (Die Frankfurter Messen) is quite justified. It underlines
the fact that from 1330 the fair took place twice a year, and it emphasizes
the diversity of an event which brought together economic spaces that
were sometimes complementary, sometimes opposing, and which
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