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Notes on the Contributors 

R a n d a  A b o u b a k r  is a Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Cairo Uni-
versity, Egypt. She has published extensively on English Literature, Comparative Litera-
ture, Translation Studies, Cultural and Postcolonial Studies, Egyptian Colloquial Poetry, 
and sub-Saharan African Poetry and is the author of The Conflict of Voices in the Poetry of 
Dennis Brutus and Maḥmūd Darwīsh (Reichert, 2004). Her most recent publication is a 
chapter entitled: “The Role of New Media in the Egyptian Revolution of 2011: Visuality as 
an Agent of Change,” in Popular Culture in the Middle East and North Africa: A Postcolo-
nial Outlook (Routledge, 2013). Randa Aboubakr has been a fellow of the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation (2007–09), the Working Group Modernity and Islam at the Wissen-
schaftskolleg zu Berlin (2002/03), and the research group Figures of Thought | Turning 
Points: Cultural Practices and Social Change in the Arab World based at the Philipps-
Universität Marburg’s CNMS (2013 and 2014). She has also taught at the Freie Universität 
Berlin, Germany, and the Jagiellonian University of Krakow, Poland. 

R e f q a  A b u - R e m a i l e h  is currently a postdoctoral Research Fellow of the Alexander 
von Humboldt Stiftung, in affiliation with the Forum Transregionale Studien Berlin and the 
Philipps-Universität Marburg. She was a EUME fellow at the Forum in 2012/13. Her aca-
demic research revolves around the intersections between modern Arabic literature and 
film. She received her PhD in Oriental Studies and MSt in Modern Middle Eastern Studies 
from the University of Oxford (2010, 2004) and her BA in English Literature from the Uni-
versity of British Columbia (2002). Abu-Remaileh’s doctoral thesis examined the creative 
works of two Palestinian citizens of Israel: the novels of Emile Habibi and the films of Elia 
Suleiman. After completing her PhD, Abu-Remaileh worked as the Middle East Programme 
Manager at the Oxford Research Group Middle East Programme, where she also created a 
new strategic thinking group involving Palestinian citizens of Israel. Abu-Remaileh is cur-
rently working on a book project that will expand upon her doctoral dissertation and take a 
comparative interdisciplinary perspective on understanding narrative entanglements within 
and between literature and film. 

Yv o n n e  A l b e r s  holds an MA in Philosophy, Theater Studies, and Arabic Studies and 
has studied in Leipzig and Damascus. She is a Research Associate at the Center for Near 
and Middle Eastern Studies (CNMS) in the Department of Arabic Literature and Culture at 
the Philipps-Universität Marburg and a member of the research group Figures of Thought | 
Turning Points: Cultural Practices and Social Change in the Arab World (DFG). Her PhD 
project, funded by the Heinrich Böll Foundation, is concerned with the Beirut-based cul-
tural magazine Mawāqif and post-1967 aesthetic thought. Based on her MA research, she 
has also published on contemporary theater in Lebanon with a focus on the question of 
spectatorship (Reichert, 2011). She is co-founder and editorial board member of the CNMS- 
based interdisciplinary open access journal Middle East—Topics & Arguments and co-editor 
of its first issue on “The Intellectual” (1/2013). 

M i c h a e l  A l l a n  is an Assistant Professor and Director of Graduate Studies of Compara-
tive Literature at the University of Oregon. He received his PhD from the Department of 
Comparative Literature at the University of California, Berkeley. His research focuses on 
colonialism, secularization and the formation of modern reading practices in Africa and the 
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Middle East. In both his research and teaching, he bridges textual analysis with social the-
ory and draws from methods in anthropology, film and visual culture, religion, and post-
colonial studies. He recently completed his first book, In the Shadow of World Literature: 
Sites of Reading in Colonial Egypt (Princeton, 2016), and is at work on his second, Pictur-
ing the World: The Global Routes of Early Cinema. He was a EUME Fellow in 2011/12. 

S i n a n  A n t o o n  is an academic, poet, novelist, and translator. He studied English Litera-
ture at Baghdad University before moving to the United States after the 1991 Gulf War. He 
currently is Associate Professor at New York University. His teaching and research interests 
lie in pre-modern and modern Arabic literature and contemporary Arab culture and politics. 
His scholarly works include The Poetics of the Obscene: Ibn al-Ḥajjāj and Sukhf (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2014) and numerous essays on the poetry of Mahmoud Darwish, Sargon Bou-
lus, and on contemporary Iraqi culture. He is a member of the Editorial Review Board of 
the Arab Studies Journal and co-founder and co-editor of Jadaliyya. His creative writing 
includes two collections of poetry in Arabic and one collection in English (The Baghdad 
Blues, 2007) as well as three novels (I’jaam, 2007; Waḥdahā shajarat al-rummān, 2010; Yā 
Maryam, 2012). His own translation of Waḥdahā shajarat al-rummān into English (The 
Corpse Washer, 2013) was recognized with a 2014 Saif Ghobash Banipal Prize for transla-
tion and included on the long list for the 2014 Independent Foreign Fiction Prize for best 
translated fiction. Antoon’s translations from the Arabic also include Mahmoud Darwish’s 
In the Presence of Absence (2011) and a selection of Iraqi poet Saadi Youssef’s late work, 
Nostalgia, my Enemy (2012). In 2008/09 he was a EUME Fellow in Berlin. 

A t e f  B o t r o s  al-Attar, PhD, is an Assistant Professor at the Comparative Literature Pro-
gram at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. He studied German Literature at the 
Heinrich-Heine University in Düsseldorf and completed his MA in 2000 with a thesis on 
Jewish aspects in Kafka’s work. He subsequently obtained his PhD at the Universities of 
Leipzig and Erfurt in Comparative Literature, Arabic Studies and Cultural Studies with a 
study on the Arabic reception of Kafka. From 2001 to 2006 he was a scholarship holder of 
the Heinrich Böll Foundation. After obtaining his PhD in 2007, he worked as a research as-
sociate at the Georg-Eckert Institute for International Textbook Research in Braunschweig. 
From 2007 he has been Lecturer and Research Associate at the Center for Near and Middle 
East Studies (CNMS) at the Philipps-Universität Marburg. Amongst his current main re-
search interests are aspects of upheaval, revolution and change in the Arab World and the 
new aesthetics of resistance in the Egyptian context. 

Yo a v  D i - C a p u a  is an Associate Professor of History at the University of Texas at Aus-
tin, where he teaches modern Arab intellectual history. He is the author of Gatekeepers of 
the Arab Past: Historians and History Writing in Twentieth-Century Egypt (University of 
California Press, 2009). He is currently at work on a new book, tentatively titled Bad 
Faith? Arab Intellectuals, Jean-Paul Sartre and Decolonization. Based on this new work, 
he published an article entitled “Arab Existentialism: A Lost Chapter in the Intellectual His-
tory of Decolonization,” American Historical Review (October 2012). His research is sup-
ported by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the University of Texas Hu-
manities Research Award. 

Ta r e k  E l - A r i s s  is Associate Professor of Arabic and Comparative Literature at Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin and Associate Editor of the Journal of Arabic Literature. He was a 
EUME postdoctoral fellow at the Forum Transregionale Studien, Berlin (2012/13). He is 
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the author of Trials of Arab Modernity: Literary Affects and the New Political (Fordham, 
2013) and editor of The Arab Renaissance: A Bilingual Anthology of Nahda Literature and 
Culture (1707–1937) (Modern Language Association, 2016). He also edits a series on lit-
erature in translation for the University of Texas Press entitled Emerging Voices from the 
Middle East which focuses on experimental writing, blogs, and graphic novels. His new 
book project examines new media’s effects on Arabic artistic and political practices, explor-
ing the way that modes of confrontation, circulation, and exhibitionism shape contemporary 
writing practices and critiques of power. 

S t e p h a n  G u t h  studied “Islamwissenschaft,” Modern German Literature and Philosophy 
at the universities of Bonn and Tübingen and attended lectures at Cairo University. He re-
ceived an MA in 1987 and a PhD in 1992, both from Bonn University. From 1996 to 2007 
Guth taught and researched at the Institute for Islamic and Middle East Studies, University 
of Bern, where from 2003 onwards he was also PD (Privatdozent). Since 2009 he is a Pro-
fessor at the Department of Culture Studies and Oriental Languages of the University of 
Oslo. His teaching focuses on Middle Eastern literatures, especially Arabic and Turkish of 
the modern period, the languages of the ‘Islamic World,’ and conceptual history. Guth is the 
author of Brückenschläge: Eine integrierte ‘turkoarabische’ Romangeschichte (Reichert, 
2003) and Die Hauptsprachen der Islamischen Welt (Harrassowitz, 2012) as well as co-
editor of several volumes, including From New Values to New Aesthetics: Turning Points in 
Modern Arabic Literature (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2011) and Conscious Voices: Con-
cepts of Writing in the Middle East (Steiner, 1999). 

Z e i n a  G.  H a l a b i  is Assistant Professor of Arabic Literature and Culture at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. During her postdoctoral EUME fellowship at the Fo-
rum Transregionale Studien Berlin in 2012/13, she began a book project on the representa-
tion of modernist intellectuals in contemporary Arabic literature. An article on the poetics 
of mourning the post-war Lebanese intellectual appeared in the Journal of Arabic Literature.  
Other projects currently in progress address topics ranging from the contemporary literary 
depiction of Nahda intellectuals, music and political satire, to the revisiting of political 
commitment in contemporary literature and film. 

D i n a  H e s h m a t  is Assistant Professor of Arabic Literature at The American University 
in Cairo (AUC). She teaches modern and contemporary Arabic literature, focusing on 
Egyptian novels and short stories. Her research interests include the representation of urban 
spaces in literary narratives as well as figures of revolt and resistance in modern and con-
temporary Egyptian literature. Heshmat completed her PhD at the University of Sorbonne 
Nouvelle (Paris III, 2004) with a dissertation entitled “The Evolution of the Representation 
of the City of Cairo in Modern and Contemporary Egyptian Literature,” published in Arabic 
at al-Majlis al-Aʿlā li-l-Thaqāfa (Cairo, 2007). She earned her DEA (equivalent Masters) at 
Paris IV-Sorbonne with a thesis entitled: “Ibrāhīm Aṣlān’s Mālik al-Ḥazīn: Marginality in 
the City.” Before joining the AUC she taught Arabic Language and Literature at Leiden 
University (2009–2013). Heshmat also translates Arabic literature into French and many of 
her translations have been published in Al-Ahram Hebdo. 

C h r i s t i a n  J u n g e  is a Lecturer and Research Associate at the Center for Near and Mid-
dle Eastern Studies (CNMS) at Marburg University and co-initiator of the German-Arab 
initiative Arabische Philologien im Blickwechsel / حنو دراسات عربية برؤى متعددة (www.arabic-
philologies.de). He studied Comparative Literature and Arabic Studies in Paris, Cairo and 
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Berlin and was junior lecturer at the Seminar for Semitic and Arabic Studies at the Freie 
Universität Berlin and fellow of the Friedrich Schlegel Graduate School of Literary Studies 
at the same university. His main areas of research are Arabic literature in the 19th and 21st 
century, philology, gender, and theories of emotion. His PhD focuses on “Exposing 
Words—Gender, Pleasure, and Language in al-Shidyaq’s al-Saq ala l-saq (1855).” His latest 
publications include: “Length that Matters: Towards a Poetics of Enumeration in al-
Shidyāq’s al-Sāq,” in A Life in Praise of Words: Ahmad Faris al-Shidyaq and the Nine-
teenth Century, Eds. Nadia al-Bagdadi, Fawwaz Traboulsi, Barbara Winckler (Reichert, 
forthcoming). 

G e o r g e s  K h a l i l  works at the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin and is the Academic Co-
ordinator of the Forum Transregionale Studien. He is also responsible for Europe in the 
Middle East—The Middle East in Europe (EUME), a research program that seeks to rethink 
key concepts and premises linking and dividing Europe and the Middle East. He was previ-
ously the coordinator of the “Working Group Modernity and Islam” from 1998 to 2006 at 
the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin, and studied History and Islamic Studies in Hamburg and 
Cairo, as well as European Studies at the Europa-Kolleg Hamburg. From 1995 to 1996 he 
was fellow of the College for International Affairs, Robert Bosch Foundation. He is the co-
editor (with Catherine David and Bernd Scherer) of Di/Visions: Kultur und Politik des Na-
hen Ostens (Wallstein, 2009) and (with Benoit Junod, Stefan Weber and Gerhard Wolf) Is-
lamic Art and the Museum: Approaches to Art and Archeology of the Muslim World in the 
Twenty-First Century (Saqi, 2012). 

E l i a s  K h o u r y  is a novelist, playwright, literary critic and editor, living in Beirut. He 
has published several novels, which have been translated into many languages, as well as 
several works of literary criticism. He has also written three plays. He was an activist in the 
Palestinian resistance organization Fatah and editor of Shu’un Filastiniyya (collaborating 
with Mahmoud Darwish), Mawaqif and editorial director of al-Karmel. From 1983 to 1990 
he was editorial director of the cultural section of the Lebanese daily al-Safir and later be-
came editor of al-Mulhaq, the cultural supplement of al-Nahar. Between 1993 and 1998 he 
was director of the Beirut experimental theater “Masrah Bayrut.” Today he regularly writes 
for the London-based daily al-Quds al-Arabi and is the co-editor of the journals Shu’un 
Filastiniyya and the Journal of Palestine Studies. He has taught at Columbia University, 
New York, the American University of Beirut, the Lebanese University, the Lebanese 
American University and New York University. He participated in the EUME Summer 
Academies of 1998 in Beirut, 2004 in Alexandria, 2006 in Beirut, and 2012 in Cairo. In 
2010/11 he was a Fellow of the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin. 

F e l i x  L a n g  is a postdoctoral Research Associate at the Center for Near and Middle 
Eastern Studies (CNMS) at the Philipps-Universität Marburg and coordinator of the re-
search group Figures of Thought | Turning Points: Cultural Practices and Social Change in 
the Arab World (DFG). He studied Arabic and Social Anthropology at the University of St. 
Andrews and wrote his MA thesis on the commodification of the music of the Sufi Gnaoua 
brotherhood and the soundscape of the Moroccan town of Essaouira. In 2014 he completed 
a PhD in Arabic Literature and Culture at the University of Marburg with a thesis entitled 
“Imperative to Remember? The Lebanese Literary Field and the Post-Civil War Novel,” 
soon to be published as The Lebanese Post-Civil War Novel: Memory, Trauma, and Capital 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2015). 
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S o n j a  M e j c h e r - A t a s s i  is an Associate Professor and the Chairperson of the Depart-
ment of English at the American University of Beirut. Her research fields are Comparative 
Literature, with a focus on modern and contemporary literature in the Arab world, Book Art, 
and Collection and Museum Studies and extend to postcolonial and gender studies, aesthetics 
and politics, as well as cultural memory and history. She is a member of the editorial board of 
the book series Literatures in Context: Arabic—Persian—Turkish (Reichert). Her publications 
include: Reading Across Modern Arabic Literature and Art (Reichert, 2012); Museums, Ar-
chives and Collecting Practices in the Modern Arab World (ed. with John Pedro Schwartz, 
Ashgate, 2012); “Art and Political Dissent in Post-War Lebanon: Walid Sadek’s ‘Fi annani 
akbar min Picasso’” (IJMES 45.3, 2013); “Contemporary Book Art in the Middle East: The 
Book as Document in Iraq” (Art History 35/5, 2012); chapters on Etel Adnan and Elias 
Khoury in Arabic Literature: Postmodern Perspectives (Eds. Neuwirth/Pflitsch/Winckler, 
Saqi, 2010); “Writing a ‘Tool for Change’: ‘Abd al-Rahman Munif Remembered” (MIT 
EJMES 7, 2007). (www.aub.edu.lb/fas/english/Pages/mejcher-atassi.aspx) 

S t e p h a n  M i l i c h  teaches Modern Arabic Culture and Islamic Studies at the Institute of 
Oriental Studies of the University of Cologne. He is currently working on representations 
of ‘trauma’ in contemporary Arabic prose with a special interest in ‘trauma politics.’ He has 
published a book on Mahmoud Darwish’s late poetry (2005) and on the poetics and politics 
of Palestinian and Iraqi exile poetry (PhD thesis). He co-edited a volume on Modern Iraqi 
culture (Conflicting Narratives: War, Trauma and Memory in Modern Iraqi Culture, Rei-
chert, 2012) with Leslie Tramontini and Friederike Pannewick as well as a volume entitled 
Representations and Visions of Homeland in Arabic Literature, co-edited with Sebastian 
Günther (forthcoming). Milich has worked as a project manager for the Institute of Foreign 
Cultural Relations (ifa) and “litprom” (promotion of literature from Asia, Africa and Latin 
America). He has also translated a number of literary works by contemporary Arab authors 
(e.g. Mahmoud Darwish, Mohammed Bennis, Rosa Yassin Hassan) into German. 

R a c h i d  O u a i s s a  is Professor for Political Science and teaches the politics of the Near 
and Middle East at the Center of Near and Middle Eastern Studies (CNMS), Philipps-
Universität Marburg. His main fields of research are political, economic and societal devel-
opments in the Near and Middle East since the nineteenth century, the rise of Islamist 
Movements in the region, the EU’s Mediterranean policy, the foreign policy of Arab coun-
tries and questions concerning rentier states. His recent publications include the co-edited 
volume The Transformation of Politicised Religion: Zealots Turned into Leaders (Ashgate, 
2015; with Hartmut Elsenhans, Sebastian Schwecke and Mary Ann Tétreault), a chapter on 
“Blocked Middle Classes as an Engine of Change in the Arab World?” (Euro-Mediterra- 
nean Relations after the Arab Spring: Persistence in Times of Change; Ed. Jacob/Jüne- 
mann/Rothe; Ashgate, 2013), and an article on “The Misunderstandings about the Role of 
the Middle Classes” (Middle East—Topics & Arguments 2/2014). Since February 2013 he is 
project manager of the research network: Re-Configurations: History, Memory and Trans-
formation Processes in the Middle East and North Africa funded by the BMBF. 

F r i e d e r i k e  P a n n e w i c k  is Professor for Arabic Literature and Culture at the Philipps-
Universität Marburg, Center for Near and Middle Eastern Studies (CNMS), and co-director of 
the research field Travelling Traditions: Comparative Perspectives on Near Eastern Litera-
tures within the research program Europe in the Middle East—the Middle East in Europe 
(EUME) at the Forum Transregionale Studien Berlin. She is co-editor of the series Literatures 
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in Context: Arabic—Persian—Turkish (Reichert) and has published extensively on modern 
Arabic literature and theatre. She is editor of Martyrdom and Literature: Visions of Death and 
Meaningful Suffering in Europe and the Middle East from Antiquity to Modernity (Wiesbaden: 
Reichert, 2004) and author of a monograph on Arabic theatre (Das Wagnis Tradition: 
Arabische Wege der Theatralität. Reichert, 2000). Publications in the field of cultural mobility 
and theater include for example: “Performativity and Mobility: Middle Eastern Performative 
Traditions on the Move,” in Stephen Greenblatt, Cultural Mobility: A Manifesto (Cambridge 
U P 2009) and “Historical Memory in Time of Decline: Saadallah Wannous and Rereading 
History” in Neuwirth/Pflitsch/Winckler (eds.), Arabic Literature: Postmodern Perspectives 
(Saqi, 2010). 

C h a r l o t t e  P a r d e y  holds an MA in Comparative Literature from the School of Oriental 
and African Studies (SOAS), University of London as well as an MA in Arabic Literature and 
Culture from the Philipps-Universität Marburg, where she is currently affiliated to the re-
search network Figures of Thought | Turning Points: Cultural Practices and Social Change in 
the Arab World (DFG) and writing her dissertation funded by the Studienstiftung des 
Deutschen Volkes. Her research interests include fictional literature from North Africa, espe-
cially Tunisia, embodiment and the body in literature, spatiality, gender and transgression. In 
her PhD project she is analyzing the use of the human body as a means of expression in Tuni-
sian contemporary novels. 

H a n a n  To u k a n  is a joint postdoctoral fellow at the Berlin Graduate School for Muslim 
Cultures and Societies and the Center for Middle Eastern and North African Politics at the 
Freie Universität Berlin, where she also teaches. Toukan completed her PhD at SOAS, Uni-
versity of London in 2012. From 2009 to 2012 she taught at SOAS in the Department of 
Politics and International Studies and the Center for Media and Film Studies. She has also 
guest lectured at Goldsmiths, University of London, was a EUME postdoctoral fellow at the 
Forum Transregionale Studien in Berlin in 2012/13 and a CBRL Visiting Research Fellow 
at the Kenyon Institute in East Jerusalem and Amman in 2012. She is currently completing 
a manuscript based on her award-winning PhD titled “Intimate Encounters: Globality, Cul-
tural Diplomacy and Art in Post-War Lebanon.” 

L e s l i e  Tr a m o n t i n i  is currently working at the Center for Near and Middle Eastern 
Studies (CNMS), Philipps-Universität Marburg. She studied Arabic and Islamic Studies, Se-
mitic Languages, and Philosophy at the Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster, Kuwait 
University and Baghdad University, specializing in modern Iraqi poetry with a PhD thesis on 
Badr Shakir al-Sayyab. She has researched in the Middle East (Iraq, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Lebanon) for seventeen years, focusing on poetry and poli-
tics. Among her recent book publications is the revised and updated version of the Dictionary 
of Modern Arab Authors, Aʿlām al-adab al-ʿarabī al-muʿāṣir: Siyar wa-siyar dhātiya (Beirut, 
2013), co-edited with John J. Donohue sj. 
 




