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MAREK DANIEL KOWALSKI

Polish Research into Late Medieval Curial Registers  
(14th and 15th centuries)

Contemporary studies (which include the associated editorial work) of those 
papal documents regarding medieval Poland began before the Vatican Archives 
were even opened by Pope Leo XIII. The beginning of this work is connected 
with Augustin Theiner, a Silesian German who at the time was Prefect of the 
Vatican Archives, and known to have a passion for the history of Central Euro-
pean countries. In the years 1860–1864 Theiner published four large volumes, 
which were collectively entitled Vetera monumenta Poloniae et Lithuaniae, 
and contained material from the Vatican Archives. In the first two volumes 
Theiner published a selection of medieval sources.1 They were mainly bulls 
from the 13th and 14th century, as well as a smaller quantity from the 15th cen-
tury, in addition to some cameral documents, almost exclusively originating 
in the 14th century. Theiner’s publication came to serve as a reference point for 
further studies, and thus it must regarded as an important work.

Polish scholars, like their colleagues from other countries, began searching in 
the Vatican Archives immediately after they were made available for research-
ers. However, they worked in specific conditions resulting from the political 
situation. At the end of the 19th century Poland did not exist as an independent 
country, having been divided between the three partitioning powers of Russia, 
Prussia, and Austria, at the end of the 18th century. Only the part belonging to 
the Habsburg monarchy (the Polish part was the province of Galicia) enjoyed 
a widespread autonomy, and it was only there that the Polish humanities could  
develop in an unrestricted way, which began in earnest after the Ausgleich in 
1867. In Galicia the centres of learning were the Jagiellonian University in 
Kraków and the University of Lwów (today’s L’viv), as well as the Academy 
of Arts and Sciences in Kraków. Owing to their close contact with the aca-
demic centres in Germany and Austria, historical studies were therefore of 
high quality. In 1885, under the auspices of the Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
two historians, Bronis‡aw Dembiáski and W‡adys‡aw Abraham, went on an 
exploratory research trip to Rome.2 The former’s primary interest lay with the 

 1 Vetera monumenta Poloniae et Lithuaniae gentiumque finitimarum historiam illustrantia …, 
ed. A. Theiner, vol. I–II., Romae 1860–1861.

 2 Materia‡y do dzia‡alnoμci Komisji Historycznej Akademii Umiejetnoμci w Krakowie w latach 
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sources of the 16th century, whereas the latter, who was an expert in the former 
canon law, commenced searching through the medieval registers to establish 
whether or not Theiner had published all of the material concerning Poland 
in the Middle Ages. While in Rome for half a year, Abraham saw for himself 
how rich the Vatican Archives were, and he prepared a plan of further research. 
He published a large and comprehensive article in the periodical issued by the 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, describing the results of his work.3

The results of Abraham’s research were greatly encouraging, as Stanis‡aw 
Smolka,4 Professor of history at the Jagiellonian University, decided to orga-
nize a larger research expedition to Rome. This expedition, consisting of six 
participants and organized in 1886, was as of yet a private initiative of Smolka, 
who obtained the funds himself. However, from the next year onwards, all the 
expeditions were funded by the Historical Commission of the Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, as well as by the grants from the provincial authorities (Sejm 
Krajowy, the Legislative Assembly for Galicia), and later by the State Trea-
sury. These annual trips to Rome by Polish scholars were called „the Roman 
Expedition“.5 Professor Smolka was in charge of the expeditions for ten years. 
Undoubtedly, it was very helpful that Professor Smolka’s father, Franciszek 
Smolka, was a very influential and distinguished person – among other posi-
tions and titles he held, he was President of the Parliament in Vienna at that 
time.6 Unfortunately, for ten years the research in the medieval papal registers 
were discontinued, and attention was turned to nunciatures of the modern pe-

1873–1918. Wybór þróde‡, [Materials for the work of the Historical Commission of the Acad-
emy of Arts and Sciences in Krakow in 1873–1918. Anthology of Sources], ed. D. Rederowa, 
Wroc‡aw 1974, p. 76 no. 64; for W. Abraham’s biography see: T. Si lnicki , W‡adys‡aw Abra-
ham (1860–1941), in: W. Abraham, Organizacja Koμcio‡a w Polsce do po‡owy wieku XII, 
3Poznaá 1962, pp. 11–87.

 3 W. Abraham, Sprawozdanie z poszukiwaá w archiwach i bibliotekach rzymskich a szczegól-
niej w Archiwum Watykaáskiem. O materya‡ach do dziejów polskich w wiekach μrednich 
[The report on the search in the Roman Archives and libraries, mainly in the Vatican Ar-
chives. On materials for Polish history in the Middle Ages], Archiwum Komisyi Historycznej 
5 (1889), pp. 33–85.

 4 J. Wyrozumski , Smolka Stanis‡aw (1854–1924), in: Polski S‡ownik Biograficzny 39 (1999–
2000), pp. 320–325.

 5 The history of the Roman Expedition based on the archives of the then Academy of Arts and 
Sciences was presented by: D. Rederowa, Ze studiów nad kontaktami Akademii Umiejetnoμci 
z nauka obca. Ekspedycja Rzymska (1886–1918) [From the studies on the contacts of the 
Academy of Arts and Sciences with the foreign science. The Roman Expedition (1886-1918)], 
Rocznik Biblioteki Polskiej Akademii Nauk w Krakowie 4 (1958), Wroc‡aw-Kraków 1960, pp. 
191–256. Source material for the Expedition see: Materia‡y, ed. Rederowa (see note 2).

 6 S. Kieniewicz, Smolka Franciszek Jan (1810–1899), in: Polski S‡ownik Biograficzny 39 
(1999–2000), pp. 314–318. He was the President of the Parliament in 1881–1893, ibid., p. 317.
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riod (the 16th and 17th century). This was caused by the fear that the Holy See 
might restrict access to the Archives.

An important issue concerning the Expedition was its attitude to the Istituto 
Austriaco di Studi Storici. Professor Smolka very much insisted that the Expe-
dition was a national representation of Polish science, while Professor Theodor 
von Sickel, on the other hand, was trying to bring it under the control of the In-
stitute. These reasons of political nature, outside the realm of academic work, 
had a negative impact on the work of the Expedition. The mutual aversion 
was so all-encompassing that Polish scholars avoided social contacts with the 
members of the Austrian Institute, and even worse, they ceased the exchange 
of information regarding the results of the research conducted from the Vatican 
Archives.7 When Professor Smolka undertook an attempt at creating a Polish 
Research Station in Rome in the years 1898–1899, the authorities of Austria-
Hungary refused to finance the project after Sickel gave a negative opinion 
on the subject for the Ministry of Religious Denominations and Education.8 
Relations with the Istituto Austriaco were normalised in 1903, after Profes-
sor Ludwig Pastor became its director, with his Polish partner being Professor 
W‡adys‡aw Abraham. Under the terms of their agreement, Polish scholars who 
were members of the expedition became extraordinary members of the Insti-
tute and worked within it while living in Rome. Their subordination was more 
formal than actual, and they enjoyed a great degree of independence, only be-
ing obliged to present their reports on the research. Soon, Professor Pastor 
became a member of the Academy.9

After a ten-year break, from 1896 onwards, the Academy once again began 
to undertake its research into the medieval papal registers. Since then, the works 
of the Roman Expedition were supervised by Professor Abraham. Naturally, 
the registers of bulls and supplications were the first to be examined; the next 
ones in line were the oldest files of the Apostolic Camera until the Avignon 
period.

For many years during the works of the Roman Expedition, the materials 
connected with the history of Poland were only searched out and copied, but 
not prepared for publication. Copies of sources were collected in the archive in 
Kraków in the form of the so-called Roman Files (Teki Rzymskie). Adopting 
this method of work must be regarded as a serious error on the part of the Ex-
pedition, because if the sources had been prepared for publication, there would 
have been a much greater degree of care and accuracy. The situation was very 

 7 Rederowa, Ze studiów (see note 5), pp. 210–217.
 8 On the attempts to create the Polish Research Station in Rome see ibid., pp. 219–229, 247–255 

(letters from T. von Sickel); ead. , Polska Stacja Naukowa w Rzymie [Polish Research Station 
in Rome], Rocznik Polskiej Akademii Umiejetnoμci, 1992/1993, pp. 205–208.

 9 Ead. , Ze studiów (see note 5), p. 233f.; Materia‡y, ed. ead.  (see note 2), pp. 226–228 no. 178.
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different in other countries, where volumes of Vatican source material were 
successively being published. Thus, it was only in 1894 that Józef Korzeniow-
ski published the Analecta Romana, which included 16th-century material from 
the Consistorial Archive and very few medieval records.10 An important reason 
as to why the material was not published was of course a lack of funds, but that 
could not have been the only reason. Among the members of the Expedition 
were many historians who later would be recognized among the best and most 
distinguished Polish scholars. For most of them, however, these trips to the 
Vatican were merely of a transitory and episodic nature, and thus not related 
to the fundamental scope of their scholarly interest. As a result, the Expedition 
lacked researchers who would be willing to study papal diplomatics on a per-
manent basis. A serious difficulty was also posed by the fact, that the research-
ers then did not have their own institute in Rome.

It was only in 1905 that the Academy of Arts and Sciences decided to change 
the overall aim of the Expedition. It was decided that it was time to end search-
ing in the Vatican Archive and begin working only on the publication of sour-
ces. From then on, only those editors, who were preparing texts for publica-
tion, were to go to Rome. In accordance with the plan proposed by Professor 
W. Abraham, medieval materials from the oldest available to those from the 
end of the 14th century, were being prepared for publication, while simultane-
ously, the 16th century nunciatures were likewise being prepared. As far as the 
medieval materials were concerned, it was assumed that only those materials 
unpublished by Theiner, or published with errors, were to be published. The 
preparation of the medieval volumes was the responsibility of Dr. Jan Ptaμnik,11 
who in later years rightly criticised the Academy’s plans, believing that the 
publication of the nunciatures was well beyond their modest resources, and 
this would greatly slow publishing efforts. Also, as he did not agree with the 
omission of what Theiner had already published, he wanted to publish all the 
source material from the Vatican Archives, adding the original bulls from the 
national archives.12 It was only before World War I, during 1913–1914, that 
three volumes of Monumenta Poloniae Vaticana were published. The first two 
volumes consisted of records of the Apostolic Camera until 1374 and sever-
al papal bulls on financial matters (for example, Peter’s Pence).13 In the third 
volume (Analecta Vaticana), there were those bulls which had been omitted 
by Theiner, material from court trials as well as supplications from the years 

 10 Analecta Romana quae historiam Poloniae saec. XVI illustrant, ex archivis et bibliothecis ex-
cerpta, ed. I. Korzeniowski , Scriptores rerum Polonicarum XV, Kraków 1894.

 11 Materia‡y, ed. Rederowa (see note 2), pp. 242–246 no. 185.
 12 Ibid., pp. 275f. no. 211, pp. 280–282 no. 213.
 13 Acta Camerae Apostolicae, vol. I (1207-1344), II (1344-1374), ed. J. Ptaμnik, Monumenta 

Poloniae Vaticana I–II, Cracoviae 1913.
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1342–1366.14 In 1913, owing to lack of financial resources, the activities of the 
Roman Expedition ceased, and soon the war broke out.

The period until the World War I was the time of the most intensive searches 
performed by Polish researchers in the Vatican Archives, in all the history to 
date. In regards to the study of the Middle Ages, this activity resulted in the 
publication of the above mentioned three volumes of Monumenta Poloniae 
Vaticana. Together with Theiner’s publication, the majority of papal sources 
concerning Poland, up until the end of the Avignon period, had been pub-
lished. The material was published without any prior planning or specific guide 
in mind, but as this was a case of a relatively small quantity of 13th and 14th 
century sources it was not such a large problem, especially as the text of the 
sources itself was transcribed correctly. Additionally, the Expedition searched 
the Vatican Registers up to 1492, the Lateran Registers until 1471, the supplica-
tions until 1455 and covering the period of the pontificate of Pope Sixtus IV 
(1471–1484). The copies of these documents were collected in the Roman Files 
in Kraków. Professor Abraham skimmed the collection of the fiscal acts and 
part of the Armaria collection in order to draw a plan for further research. 
Realising that the publication of the forthcoming volumes would take a great 
deal of time, Abraham published the information about the discovered and un-
published material in three extensive Reports from the Searches (Sprawozdania 
z poszukiwaá).15

After World War I Poland gained independence, but the young state had to 
cover far more serious expenses than financing research in Rome. Even though 
the Roman Expedition was re-established in 1920, the Polish Academy of Arts 
and Sciences radically reduced the scope of the research in Rome, due to lack of 
funds. Although after many years the Research Station in the Eternal City was 
finally established in 1927, it had to constantly contend with inadequate office 
space and financial problems. In the beginning, it was housed at the Polish 
Hospice close to Saint Stanis‡aw’s Church (Via Botteghe Oscure), and in 1939 

 14 Analecta Vaticana 1202–1366, ed. J. Ptaμnik, Monumenta Poloniae Vaticana III, Cracoviae 
1914.

 15 Apart from „Sprawozdanie“ mentioned above in footnote 3, showing the results of the search 
in 1885–1886, there were also: W. Abraham, Sprawozdanie z poszukiwaá w Archiwach i bi-
bliotekach rzymskich w latach 1896/7 i 1897/8. O materya‡ach do dziejów polskich w wiekach 
μrednich [The report on the search in the Roman Archives and libraries in 1896–1897 and 1897–
1898. On materials for Polish history in the Middle Ages], Archiwum Komisyi Historycznej 9 
(1902), pp. 1–188; id. , Dodatek. Sprawozdanie z poszukiwaá za listopad i poczatek grudnia r. 
1898 [A supplement. The report on the search in November and early December 1898], ibid., 
pp. 189–234; Sprawozdanie z poszukiwaá w Archiwach i bibliotekach rzymskich do dziejów 
Polski w wiekach μrednich za lata 1899–1913 [The report on the search in the Roman Archives 
and libraries. On materials for Polish history in the Middle Ages], Archiwum Komisji Histo-
rycznej 13 (1923), pp. 1–65.
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an office was rented in Viccolo A. Doria, where the Station has been housed 
until the present day. Compared to the institutes funded by other countries, 
however, it has never carried out its activity on a similar level, and it has never 
provided support for the Expedition.16 In 1932, because of the lack of funds, no 
more scholarship holders were sent to Rome.

In this trying situation, the Academy attempted to focus on publications 
based on the previously collected material. During the interwar period, four 
substantial volumes of nunciatures were published,17 but in the case of medieval 
material the situation was much worse. Only Edmund D‡ugopolski prepared 
for publication a volume on the times of Pope Boniface IX. In 1939 the first 
fascicule was published (covering the years 1389–1391), while the remaining 
part of the publication was destroyed during the war.18 It is noteworthy that 
the source material in this volume was published following a new concept since 
then. All kinds of papal sources, such as supplications, bulls, or fiscal acts, were 
to be published in one volume and ordered in a straightforward chronological 
manner. Apparently, it was a good method for the period of the Schism, from 
which few sources have been preserved, but such a simple method would not 
work for the 15th century. During the war, unfortunately, some of the Roman 
Files, which had been given to the historians working on publication, went 
missing.19

After the war, research in the Vatican Archives stopped completely for 
several years, due to obvious political reasons. In 1952, the authorities closed 
down both the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences as well as the Roman 
Expedition.20 Private trips of scholars beyond the Iron Curtain were impos-
sible not only because of the ban, but for financial considerations as well, as 
the average salary then was about twenty dollars a month. Only from time to 
time, the need for the publication of the Vatican sources was signalised.21 The 

 16 Rederowa, Polska Stacja (see note 8), pp. 220f., 226f.; J. Dybiec, Polska Akademia 
Umiejetnoμci 1872–1952, Kraków 1993, pp. 65f.

 17 Altogether in 1915–1950, four substantial volumes of nunciatures of 16th c. were published as 
Monumenta Poloniae Vaticana IV–VII, and they were based on the material collected by the 
Roman Expedition.

 18 Acta Bonifacii papae IX, fasc. 1 (1389–1391), ed. E. D ‡ugopolski , Monumenta Poloniae Va-
ticana VIII, series: Acta Pontificum Romanorum, Kraków 1939–1946.

 19 For the general characteristics of the present state preservation of the Roman Expedition heri-
tage, see: W. Bandura, Spuμcizna rekopiμmienna Ekspedycji Rzymskiej PAU. §redniowiecze 
[The manuscript heritage of the Roman Expedition of the Academy of Arts and Sciences. The 
Middle Ages], Studia Źród‡oznawcze 17 (1972), pp. 159–166.

 20 Dybiec, Polska Akademia (see note 16), pp. 22f. For details of the liquidation of the Polish 
Academy of Arts and Sciences see: P. Hübner, Si‡a przeciw rozumowi … Losy Polskiej Aka-
demii Umiejetnoμci w latach 1939–1989 [Force against the reason… The history of the Polish 
Academy of Arts and Sciences in 1939-1989], Kraków 1994, chapters 8 and 9.

 21 E. g. J. K ‡oczowski , Polska w Archiwum Watykaáskim. Dokumenty μredniowieczne [Po-
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circles of the Polish emigrants were not able to undertake research in the Vati-
can Archives on a larger scale. The Lanckoronski Foundation financed a series 
of publications of sources relating to Polish history from European archives – 
but out of 76 volumes of the Elementa ad fontium editiones series, there were 
only two containing medieval material from the Vatican Archives. In volume 
I, a priest named Jan Lisowski published material relating to Polish history 
from Obligationes et Solutiones, covering the period from 1373 until the end 
of the 15th century.22 This volume was to contain records related to the ser-
vices of Polish bishops and to be the continuation of the former Monumenta. 
Unfortunately, Lisowski was not a historian and did not have the necessary 
qualifications for that kind of work. As a result, Lisowski’s research covered 
an inappropriate area. On the one hand, he omitted many manuscripts only 
because they belonged to other collections, for example: Obligationes pro com-
munibus servitiis; he also omitted manuscripts from Archivio di Stato. On the 
other hand, he published material that was not related to services. A complete 
lack of an overall guiding idea can be seen in the fact that the records were not 
arranged chronologically, but according to the numbers of the manuscripts. 
The entire publication is full of errors and difficult to use. In volume LXIV 
of the same series, Henryk Damian Wojtyska published papal briefs from the 
second half of the 15th century.23 A few years later, J. Lisowski published the 
source records that had previously been omitted by him, in the form of an an-
nex to a doctoral dissertation on the services of Polish bishops.24 This publica-
tion is of a similarly poor quality to the one described previously. Its edition 
was in the form of a manuscript, was minimal in scope and not meant for sale, 
and thus still is generally unavailable.

The work which commenced on the Bullarium Poloniae by Irena and 
Stanis‡aw Kuraμ in 1977 offered a chance for a new beginning. At present, it is 
probably the most important Polish series containing papal sources. The first 
two volumes were prepared in cooperation with the École Française de Rome, 

land in the Vatican Archives. Medieval documents], Studia Źród‡oznawcze 17 (1972), pp. 167–
172. After the WW II, some church institutes undertook an action to microfilm the materials 
related to Polish history which were found in the Vatican Archives, but this attempt was of a 
rather accidental nature. See:. J. K ‡oczowski , Kwerenda polska w archiwach watykaáskich 
w 1962 roku [Polish query in the Vatican Archives in 1962], Przeglad Historyczny 55 (1964), 
fasc. 2, pp. 257–266.

 22 Polonica ex libris „Obligationum et solutionum“ Camerae Apostolicae ab a. 1373, ed. J. Li-
sowski , Elementa ad fontium editiones I, Romae 1960.

 23 Brevia Romanorum pontificum ad Poloniam spectantia ex minutis et registris pontificiis, ed. 
H. D. Wojtyska, vol. I. Brevia saeculi XV, Elementa ad fontium editiones LXIV, Romae 
1986.

 24 J. Lisowski , De servitiis: communi et minutis episcoporum Poloniae, Romae 1982 (a book 
published as in a manuscript form).
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but the next five were prepared without the supervision of any academic insti-
tution.25 The original idea behind the Bullarium is that it would contain papal 
bulls covering the years from the 11th century to the Reformation. It takes the 
form of a Calendar of papal letters relating to Poland. The sources are pub-
lished in the form of short records, alluding to the early volumes of the French 
Registres du papes and the editions by Jaffé and Potthast. The successive vol-
umes, usually containing more than 2.000 documents, were published in quick 
succession: generally, every three years. Such haste clearly had a negative im-
pact on the quality of both researcher’s work. To begin, there is a complete lack 
of any comprehensive plan, which is necessary for such a large publication. It 
is surprising that the volumes of the Bullarium Poloniae, and in particular vol-
ume I, do not have any truly comprehensive introductions, presenting at least 
the underlying assumptions of the undertaking, or the principles of editing the 
source text.26 In successive volumes, the coverage of the geographic area and 
the range of subjects of Bullarium Poloniae changed. From 1378 onwards, the 
documents relating to Silesia were omitted, even though Silesia belonged to the 
Polish ecclesiastical province. As time passed, supplications, documents of the 
Penitentiary, and papal briefs were added to the Bullarium. Occasionally, and 
for no apparent reason, there occur single texts from the acts of the Apostolic 
Camera. The publishers decided to include all of the papal documents, together 
with those that had previously been published, rightly considering that it was 
useful to collect all of them in one publication. Unfortunately, they made a 
poor choice in deciding not to publish any sources other than the bulls and 
supplications; in particular, the acts of the Apostolic Camera. In the 15th cen-
tury they were closely linked with letters of provision, therefore they should 
have been published together. What is more, original papal bulls from the state 
archives can also be found in the Bullarium. Unfortunately, they are published 
in exactly the same way as the copies of bulls from the papal registers.

In addition to the faults which were due to a lack of an overall plan guid-
ing the publication, there were added some serious errors in the course of the 
publishing work. During the research, many documents were left out. While 
working on the edition of the acts of the Apostolic Camera, I have found ap-
proximately three hundred 15th century bulls and supplications which had been 
omited. The publishers on the whole did not search through the Roman Files, 
where they would have found most of their copies. When I compared several 
hundred records from the Bullarium with the original registers, I found that 
the vast majority of them – possibly as much as 70 % of the entries – contains 

 25 Bullarium Poloniae, ed. I. Su ‡kowska-Kuraμ  et S. Kuraμ , vol. 1–7, Romae-Lublini 1982–
2006.

 26 Very short introductions to the first two volumes contain only basic information on Polish 
church organisation, and are intended for the foreign reader.
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serious errors. Among the most frequent faults were: leaving out important 
information, incorrect information when presenting the contents of the bull 
(either whole or in part), many wrong dates of the documents, and so forth. 
Such an incredibly large number of errors calls into question the value of the 
publication.27 The last (seventh) volume of the Bullarium Poloniae, prepared 
by other publishers, is a complete disaster. Suffice to say that I have found in it 
several hundred elementary mistakes in Latin. Many glaring factual errors are 
better left unspoken.28

Today, from the perspective of the seven published volumes of the Bullarium 
Poloniae, it must be stated that, regrettably, the undertaking ended in failure. 
The sheer number, as well as the kind of errors present, clearly show that the 
publishers were not sufficiently prepared for their work, nor were they famil-
iar with how the Chancery and Apostolic Camera functioned. Moreover, they 
completely disregarded European scholarly achievements in this area. Thus, 
the great effort put into Bullarium Poloniae has been, by and large, wasted.

After 1989 the restored Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences resumed the 
Monumenta Poloniae Vaticana series. Thus far, next two volumes have been 
published, containing acts of the Apostolic Camera with the bills of collector 
Peter, son of Stefan, from 1375,29 and annate obligations of the 15th century.30 
The editorial efforts of the Academy are concentrated on the publication of the 
nunciature records from the period of the 16th to 20th centuries. In the Series 
Nuntiaturae Polonae a few dozen final volumes were published.

As can be seen, Polish scholars led their most intensive searches within the 
Vatican Archives until World War I, as part of the Roman Expedition of the 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. Unfortunately, however, they focused only on 
searching and abandoned the idea of a quick publishing of the sources. As a 

 27 For the detailed critical approach to the entire series Bullarium Poloniae see: M. D. Kowalski , 
Uwagi o „Bullarium Poloniae“. Spojrzenie na koncepcje edycji i wykonanie [Notes on „Bul-
larium Poloniae“. An approach to the idea of edition and product], Studia Źród‡oznawcze 45 
(2007), pp. 71–97. Some errors in the first and best produced volumes of Bullarium Poloniae 
were mentioned earlier, see: J. Wiesio ‡owski , Inicjatywy wydawnicze w kregu Instytutu 
Historii Polskiej Akademii Nauk [Initiatives of edition in the Institute of the History of the 
Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences], Informationes 5 (1991), pp. 51–61; H. Fokciáski , 
Akta konsystorialne w „Bullarium Poloniae“ [Consistorial files in „Bullarium Poloniae“], In-
formationes 5 (1991), pp. 147–184; see also the review of the vol. I by P. Rabikauskas printed 
in: Archivum Historiae Pontificiae 21 (1983), pp. 304–310.

 28 For a comprehensive review of that volume see: M. D. Kowalski , Krytyczne uwagi o naj-
nowszym, siódmym tomie „Bullarium Poloniae“ [Critical remarks on the most recent, seventh 
volume of „Bullarium Poloniae“], Roczniki historyczne 73 (2007), pp. 214–231.

 29 Liber receptorum et expensarum Petri Stephani 1373–1375, ed. S. Szczur, Monumenta Polo-
niae Vaticana IX, Acta Camerae Apostolicae III, Cracoviae 1994.

 30 Annatae e Regno Poloniae saeculi XV (1421–1503), ed. M. D. Kowalski , Monumenta Polo-
niae Vaticana X, Acta Camerae Apostolicae IV, Cracoviae 2002.
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result, in Poland there was a lack of specialists as well as publications in the 
area of papal diplomatics and the papal fiscal system. It is not a coincidence that 
Jan Ptaμnik himself, the publisher of the first volumes of Monumenta Poloniae 
Vaticana, published two extensive treatises on Peter’s Pence and papal collec-
tors in Poland. In recent years, there have been publications by the authors of 
the two latest volumes of Monumenta Poloniae Vaticana.

One of the important reasons why these Polish undertakings failed was a 
lack of a guiding or consistent strategy as to how late mediaeval papal sour-
ces for an average-sized country such as Poland ought to be published. The 
sources for Poland are considerably fewer than those for France, Germany or 
Italy; but, on the other hand, they are far more numerous than those for Bohe-
mia, Hungary or the Scandinavian countries. In order to realise how important 
it is to determine a consistent strategy, it would suffice to use as an example 
two series of Repertorium Germanicum. In my opinion, in the case of Poland, 
sources should be published in their entirety. Only when regarding the texts of 
bulls may the repeated parts of the formulary be omitted, but it must always 
be accurately stated which type of formulary was used. One volume should 
contain all of the various kinds of the papal sources. The material produced 
by a complicated bureaucratic machine such as the Roman Curia should be 
presented to the reader in an appropriately ordered, lucid form, in part because 
an arrangement presented simply according to the dates is not, in my view, a 
good solution. It seems that the best way is to depart, in a measured way, from 
the chronological order and to group together the records which are related to 
the same matter (for example, the provision of a particular benefice). Through 
this method, all the documents and records produced by the papal administra-
tion and concerning the same premise will be found in the same place. This 
strategy would partly resemble the method used in the Repertorium Germani-
cum. If material is ordered in this way and the complete text of the sources is 
published, a reader will find it easier to understand the mechanisms regarding 
the various functionings of the Roman Curia. It will also enable us to interpret 
correctly the sources of papal provenance.

Admittedly, the above depiction of Polish research in the Vatican Archives 
and their results, as outlined in this article, is rather pessimistic. Apparently, 
Poland has a relatively large percentage of papal sources published. Bulls and 
supplications have been published in extenso or in the form of short records up 
until 1471. Most of the 14th and some of the 15th century acts of the Apostolic 
Camera, have been published. The problem is that a majority of the texts were 
poorly published and are in dire need of re-edition in the future. Papal sources 
are among the most frequently cited sources in Polish medieval studies and, as 
a result of badly edited publications, there has been a great deal of incorrect 
information which has been creeping into Polish historical literature; thus, the 
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need for reissue is obvious. At the same time, the present situation presents a 
unique opportunity to prepare a publication of a higher quality, taking advan-
tage of the present-day achievements of European historians. There are excel-
lent models regarding the publications of sources, and the archives in which 
Vatican manuscripts are scattered have been well investigated. Such conditions 
will foster a new publication.




