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Introduction

Among the striking 
figures of the late 
nineteenth century 
were the new “Por-
tias,” the female ju-
rists and lawyers 
who emerged from 
American and Eu-
ropean law schools. 
Frequently isolated 
from their female 
peers by geography 
and circumstance, 
these similarly situ-
ated women created 
networks that laid the 
groundwork for their 
most signifi cant con-
tributions: gendered 
analysis of laws, challenges to male privileges, and legal reform 
advocacy. 

In academic scholarship, the term “legal feminism” is associated with 
Americans Catharine A. MacKinnon and Ann Scales, whose infl uential 
works from the 1970s and 1980s provided important critiques of gender 
inequality produced in and through the law.1 Scales defi ned legal femi-
nism as “the concrete analysis of systematic oppressions, which analysis 
has led to a critique of objectivity in epistemological, psychological, and 
social — as well as legal — terms.”2 I contend that this type of concrete 
and systematic analysis of law as an oppressive force in women’s experi-
ence has its own history with origins located in the nineteenth-century 
transatlantic world. Legal criticism of women’s status existed before 
this moment, of course, but comprehensive analysis of the inequali-
ties produced through law occurred systematically at the intersection 
of formal legal studies and the women’s rights movement. In 1868, 
French women’s rights leader Maria Deraismes wrote that women’s 

1   Catherine A. MacKinnon, 
Toward a Feminist Theory of 
the State (Cambridge, 1989).

2   Ann Scales, Legal Feminism: 
Activism, Lawyering, and 
Legal Theory (New York, 
2006), 83.

“Portias of Today” from the 
London Illustrated News, 
November 13, 1897. Fea-
tures Americans Florence 
Cronise and her sister An-
nette Cronise Lutes (Ohio), 
Ella Knowles Haskell (Mon-
tana), Clara Foltz (California), 
Mary Greene (Massachu-
setts), Catharine Waugh 
McCulloch (Illinois); Cornelia 
Sorabji (British colonial In-
dia); and Europeans Anna 
Akkeson (Finland), Anita 
Augspurg (Germany), Emilie 
Kempin-Spyri (Switzerland), 
and Lidia Pöet (Italy).
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inferiority was not a fact of nature but “a human invention and a social 
fi ction” reinforced by laws.3 Deraismes’s central point was that gender 
relations were dynamic, subject to change, and the product of human 
decision-making. Deraismes’s description is familiar to us as the “social 
construction of gender.”4 She understood that sex inequality could be 
radically altered by human action, the logical consequence for those who 
favored the amelioration of women’s legal condition was to destabilize 
the politico-legal and social structures of oppression, a process facilitated 
by the bonds forged in the transatlantic world. 

Historians have established that the term “féminisme” gained currency 
aft er French suff rage activist Hubertine Auclert called for women’s 
equal political rights and equal access to professional work in 1878 at 
the International Congress for the Rights of Women in Paris (Congrès 
international du droit des femmes) and used the term in her newspaper 
La citoyenne from 1882.5 Prior to Auclert’s usage, the term connoted 
“feminization” or to make “eff eminate,” notably in medical literature.6 
Florence Rochefort and I argue separately that university law classes 
and legal theses in the nineteenth century were infl uential in the dis-
semination of the modern defi nition of féminisme to mean a militant 
and subversive ideology favoring the equality of the sexes.7 In France, 
legal and political circles were closely aligned at the time, resulting in 
both abstract debates on gender and equality, and considerations of 
the practical application of equality in the law.8 Pivotal to these devel-
opments was Jeanne Chauvin’s defense of her doctoral thesis in law 
in Paris with its argument in favor of women’s equality and their ad-
mission to all professions (July 1892).9 Inequality was pernicious and 
unjustifi able, Chauvin argued: “It is the subordination of women, it is 
the principle of the subordination of women and their social useless-
ness that leads our society to ruin!”10 Legal feminists like Chauvin were 
critical of the multiple disadvantages experienced by women, espe-
cially wives, whether under family law, common law, the civil codes, 
or national legislation. Little wonder that legal observers remarked that 
discussions about “feminism” were habitual among “moralists,” “phi-
losophers,” “eminent jurists,” and “gravely concerned professors.”11 

3   Deraismes (1828–1894), 
quoted in Karen Off en, Euro-
pean Feminisms, 1700–1950: 
A Political History (Stanford, 
2000), 143. 

4   Joan W. Scott, “Gender: A 
Useful Category of Historical 
Analysis,” American Historical 
Review 9, no. 5 (Dec. 1986): 
1053–75.

5   Hubertine Auclert, Égalité so-
ciale et politique de la femme et 
de l’homme: Discours prononcé 
au Congrès ouvrier socialiste de 
Marseille (Marseilles, 1879), 
14. On the role of Auclert 
(1848–1914), see Off en, Euro-
pean Feminisms, 19–20; Karen 
Off en, “On the French Origin 
of the Words Feminism and 
Feminist,” Feminist Issues 8, 
no. 2 (June 1988): 45–51. 

6   Jean-Baptiste Richard, Enrichis-
sement de la langue française, 
dictionnaire de mots nouveaux 
(Paris, 1845), 189. 

7   Florence Rochefort, “Du droit 
des femmes au féminisme en 
Europe 1860–1914,” in Ency-
clopédie politique et historique 
des femmes, ed. Christine Fauré, 
551–70 (Paris, 1997). See also 
Sara L. Kimble, Women, Fe-
minism, and the Law: Justice 
Redressed (New York, forth-
coming, 2018).

8   Charles Sowerwine, “Revising 
the Sexual Contract: Women’s 
Citizenship and Republican-
ism in France, 1789–1944,” in 
Confronting Modernity in Fin-
de-Siècle France: Bodies, Minds 
and Gender, ed. Christopher 
Forth and Elinor Accampo, 
19–42 (London, 2010).

9   Jeanne Chauvin 
(1862–1926), Étude hi-
storique sur les professions 
accessible aux femmes: In-
fl uence du sémitisme sur 
l’évolution de la position 
économique de la fem-
me dans la société (Paris, 
1892).

10  Jeanne Chauvin, “Confé-
rence sur le féminisme 
en France,” Salle de globe 
[Paris], March 23, 1898, 
Bibliothèque historique 
de la ville de Paris.

11  Urbain Touchard, 
De la condition légale 

de la femme, discours 
prononcé à la séance 
solennelle de la 
réouverture de la 
conférence des avocats 
stagiaires, le 17 décembre 
1892. Barreau de 
Poitiers (Poitiers, 
1893), 5. 
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Bordeaux’s lawyer Urbain Touchard predicted that such debates 
would conclude with women’s “imminent” emancipation by the 
French National Assembly, given that the acceptance of sex equal-
ity “yesterday seemed unlikely to leave the realm of utopia has 
become reality today.”12 In these late-nineteenth-century debates, 
feminism meant a change in the balance of power between men 
and women to render the opportunities for women in private and 
public life more expansive and thus more equal. Their critiques 
were systematic and comprehensive, and followed by instrumen-
tal legal reform proposals.

The central purpose of this article is to identify patterns of action 
within the transatlantic origins of legal feminism during the Belle 
Époque (1871—1914) to highlight examples of their cooperative eff orts 
and their limitations. I argue that an analysis of the public debate 
on the role of law and legal action in the struggle for women’s rights 
reveals a pattern of systematic thought and behavior among legal 
activists, evidenced in the records of international congresses, pub-
lished documents, and archival materials. This research is inspired by 
the methods of histoire croisée, applied here to explore the exchanges 
of ideas about women’s rights in preparation for a future evaluation 
of the impact of these interactions in societies located on either side 
of the Atlantic.13 

This study examines three key areas of exchange among these legally 
oriented fi gures: ideas, alliances, and practices. First, these fi gures 
focused on the transfer of knowledge on women’s rights that provided 
a foundation for how the oppression of women could be resolved 
through legal and political strategies. Second, women, and a few men, 
built transnational alliances in conference meetings, in the context 
of legal education, in the operation of legal aid clinics, and through 
the diff usion of popular legal knowledge.14 Third, their pattern of 
shared practices and approaches in multiple countries contributed 
to legal reform campaigns on the national and international levels. I 

12  Touchard, De la condition 
légale de la femme, 6n2.

13  Listed chronologically: 
Leila J. Rupp, Worlds of 
Women: The Making of 
an International Women’s 
Movement (Princeton, 
1997); Gisela Shaw, “Con-
fl icting Agendas: The First 
Female Jurists in Germany,” 

International Journal of the 
Legal Profession, 10, no. 2 
(July 2003): 177–191; 
Off en, European Femi-
nisms, 1700–1950; Julie 
Carlier, “Forgotten Trans-
national Connections and 
National Contexts: An 
‘Entangled History’ of the 
Political Transfers That 
Shaped Belgian Feminism, 

1890–1914,” Women’s 
History Review 19, no. 4 
(2010): 503–22; Karen 
Off en, “Overcoming 
Hierarchies through Inter-
nationalism: May Wright 
Sewall’s Engagement with 
the International Council 
of Women (1888–1904),” 
in Women’s Activism: Glo-
bal Perspectives from the 

   1890s to the Present, ed. 
Francisca De Haan, 
Margaret Allen, June 
Purvis, and Krassimira 
Daskalova, 15–28 (New 
York, 2012); Karen Off en, 
ed., Globalizing Feminisms, 
1789–1945 (London, 
2010); Karen Off en, 
“Understanding Feminisms 
as ‘Transnational’ — an 
Anachronism: May Wright 
Sewall and the Creation of 
the International Council of 
Women, 1889–1904,” in 
Gender History in a Trans-
national Perspective: Net-
works, Biographies, Gender 
Orders, ed. Oliver Janz 
and Daniel Schönpfl ug, 
25–45 (New York, 2014); 
Marie Sandell, The Rise of 
Women’s Transnational 
Activism: Identity and 
Sisterhood between the 
World Wars (London, 
2015).

14  I have discussed the rise 
of a genre of legal jour-
nalism in France: Sara L. 
Kimble, “Popular Legal 
Journalism in the Writing 
of Maria Vérone,” Procee-
dings of the Western 
Society for French History 
39 (2011): 224–35.
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contend that the promotion of women’s rights through legal reforms 
accelerated with the entrance of women into the legal profession 
when the new practitioners frequently used their legal knowledge and 
networks to cultivate a social justice movement.15 Formally trained 
female lawyers worked with various others to bring the proposed 
reforms into actionable forms. The feminist critique of law and legal 
practice they promoted exposed the law as not nearly as neutral, 
objective, or just as was oft en claimed. Rather, they revealed that the 
law was fundamentally gendered, usually to the detriment of women. 
Collectively, these theoretical contributions and practical eff orts 
contributed to the articulation of legal feminism. To write a history 
of legal feminism, defi ned in part as the advocacy of fair and just 
treatment of women under the law in recognition of their rights and 
capacities, necessitates a deep analysis of intellectual and political 
engagement with the forces and structures of inequality. This history 
is intimately related to the rise of transatlantic organized women’s 
rights movements during the late nineteenth century. 

Married Women under Common Law and the Transnational 
Napoleonic Civil Code

Transatlantic women’s rights movements called for legal reforms, 
yet these partners did not share the same foundation to their legal 
systems, which was a complicating factor in their ability to cooper-
ate. Nevertheless, an essential commonality in English common law 
and the European civil codes was the similar treatment of married 
women wherein the act of marriage stripped them of their civil capac-
ity. From the early seventeenth century, married women in England 
were denied the right to contract and control property because they 
were considered to have no separate legal identity, in contrast to 
unmarried women and to men.16 In defi ning the power relations 
within marriage under coverture, jurist William Blackstone famously 
remarked, “By marriage the husband and the wife are one person in 
law; that is, the very being or legal existence of woman is suspended 
during marriage.”17 In France, a married woman’s position had been 
more advantageous prior to the consolidation of the civil code under 
Napoleon in 1804. The call for a comprehensive overhaul of women’s 
rights under the French civil code emphasized, on the questions of 
spousal “obedience” (Article 213), the requirement of joint residency 
and a common household (Article 214), and unequal punishment in 
cases of adultery. The notorious Article 1124 denied married women 
their legal rights and placed them on the same tier as minors, 

15  For examples, see Sara 
L. Kimble and Marion 
Röwekamp, eds., New Per-
spectives on Modern European 
Women’s Legal History (New 
York, 2017), part 2.

16  “Feme covert,” OED Online, 
Oxford University Press 
(March 2015), accessed June 
5, 2015.

17  William Blackstone, Commen-
taries on the Laws of England, 
12th ed. (Oxford, 1973–1975; 
originally 1765), 445.
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criminals, and the mentally defi cient. Male authority also extended 
over children, communal property, and separate property. Due to 
war and confl ict, this code broadly infl uenced women’s legal status 
in Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, Portugal, and their former 
colonies, as well as in Germany, Romania, Quebec, and Louisiana.

Female jurists and lawyers played sustained roles in extending the criti-
cism of the legal oppression of women and the arguments for reform 
articulated at the 1878 Congress for Women’s Rights, the world’s fi rst.18 
Belgian law graduate Marie Popelin criticized the Napoleonic civil code 
in 1889 because it “contain[ed] all these absurd and unjust laws that 
abase the women, placing the girl, the widow, and the spouse, outside 
of thinking humanity.”19 Concurrently, Swiss jurist Emilie Kempin-Spyri 
criticized the German civil code for subjecting married women to “the 
rusty fetters of a thousand-year old tradition.”20 Although the precise 
locus of their political animus diff ered, activists were convinced that 
legal reform of women’s rights was an essential goal to be facilitated 
through multipronged transnational campaigns. 

Intellectual Foundations within Transatlantic Exchanges, 
1870s–1880s 

Historians have documented the long history of intellectual argu-
ments in favor of improving the legal, social, and political condition 
of women.21 The founding of the French League for Women’s Rights 
(Ligue française pour le droit des femmes) in 1869 was a crucial devel-
opment in the women’s rights movement in France that would soon 
generate connections with transatlantic partners. When the feminist 
reformer Léon Richer and journalist Maria Deraismes created this 
association, they claimed equal rights for married women as persons 
and celebrated their American “overseas sisters” who “energetically 
demand[ed]” full equal and political rights.22 These respectful remarks 
sowed seeds of reciprocity. In 1874, American education reformer 
Elizabeth Thompson of the International Woman’s Educational 
League (est. 1873) sought out Richer in Paris to consult with him 
on questions of women’s education and how to reform “oppressive” 

18  See Off en, European 
Feminisms, 1700–1950, 
151–54.

19  Marie Popelin 
(1846–1913), in 
Congrès français et 
international au droit 
des femmes, Paris 1889 

(Paris, 1889), 238–45, 
240.

20  Quoted in Ann Taylor 
Allen, Feminism and 
Motherhood in Western 
Europe, 1890–1970 
(New York, 2005), 
46.

21  Notable contributions 
from France include Ed-
ouard Laboulaye, Ernest 
Legouvé, Julie Daubié, 
and Paul Gide. On nine-
teenth-century women’s 
emanicipation eff orts in 
France, see Laurence 
Klejman and Florence 

   Rochefort, L’égalite en 
marche: Le féminisme sous 
la Troisième République 
(Paris, 1989); Claire 
Goldberg Moses, French 
Feminism in the Nineteenth 
Century (Albany, 1984); 
Karen Off en, “The Begin-
nings of ‘Scientifi c’ 
Women’s History in 
France, 1830–1848,” 
Proceedings of the Eleventh 
Annual Meeting of the 
Western Society for French 
History, November 3–5, 
1983, Riverside, California 
(Lawrence, 1984), 255–71; 
Sylvia Paletschek and 
Bianka Pietrow-Ennker, 
eds., Women’s Emancipati-
on Movements in the 
Nineteenth Century: A Euro-
pean Perspective (Stanford, 
2003). 

22  Léon Richer (1824–1911), 
“La part des femmes,” 
May 1, 1869, Le droit des 
femmes, quoted in Paulette 
Bascou-Bance, La mémoire 
des femmes: Anthologie 
(Cestas, Gironde, 2002), 
226.
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marriage laws.23 In 1880, French lawyer Léon Giraud looked to the Uni-
ted States for models of gender equality. Giraud’s comparative study of 
the legal condition of women in Europe and the United States, titled 
Essai sur la condition des femmes en Europe et en Amé rique, called 
for women’s equality and condemned the tyrannical nature of the 
Napoleonic code.24 Consequently, Giraud’s work directly infl uenced 
American journalist Theodore Stanton’s The Woman Question in 
Europe (1884).25 Stanton wrote: “Never, in a word, was the idea of jus-
tice to women more foreign to any code of laws than that of 1804.”26 
Stanton’s chapter on France relied on French publications by Richer, 
Giraud, and Auclert to convey the unequal nature of women’s status 
and to chart a possible path for expanding their rights. Stanton’s text 
reached British and American audiences and accordingly expedited 
transnational connections.27 We need more evidence to determine the 
degree to which these events strengthened “the idea that America’s 
vigorous young democracy was showing the Old World the way 
in respect of women’s rights.”28 Nonetheless, multiple points of 
comparison demonstrate that the transatlantic relationships were 
complex, with activists and thinkers who viewed their counterparts 
in other countries as allies, models, or mirrors, within a landscape 
where information fl owed multilaterally.29

Women’s Altruism and Legal Service 

In Europe and the US, feminist legal action oft en took the form of 
services off ered at the grassroots level.30 Pioneering feminist lawyers 

26  Stanton, “France,” The 
Woman Question in Europe, 
251. Stanton’s text, edited 
in part by Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, was a collection of 
seventeen essays by female 
leaders of the movement.

27  See Off en, European Femi-
nisms, 1700–1950, 153. 
On editing, see Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, Eighty Years 
and More: Reminiscences 
1815–1897 (Boston, 
1993), 344, quoted 
in Mineke Bosch, “‘The 
Woman Question in Eu-
rope’ in European History,” 
contribution to the web fea-
ture “European history — 
gender history” in 
Themenportal Europäische 
Geschichte (2009), http://

www.europa.clio-online.
de/2009/Article=418, 
accessed March 22, 2016. 

28  Bosch, “‘The Woman 
Question in Europe.’” 

29 Another important text 
to be considered is Louis 
Bridel’s Étude 
historique sur la conditi-
on des femmes (Pichon, 
1884), which considers 
the American family in 
comparative perspective 
(see pp. 123–33). Bridel 
(1852–1913) was a Swiss 
professor of law (in 
Geneva and Tokyo), a 
member of the Association 
genevoise pour la réforme 
de la condition légale 
de la femme, and active 

in the cantonal laws that 
extended civic rights 
(droits civils) to women. 
He also directed the 
Revue de morale sociale.

30  Selected texts from the rich 
historiography on nine-
teenth century women’s 
history includes Bonnie 
S. Anderson, Joyous Gree-
tings: The First Internatio-
nal Women’s Movement, 
1830–1860 (Oxford, 
2000); Off en, European 
Feminisms, 1700–1950, 
and Globalizing Feminisms, 
1789–1945; Rupp, Worlds 
of Women; Patricia Ward 
D’Itri, Cross Currents in 
the International Women’s 
Movement, 1848–1948 
(Bowling Green, 1999). 

23  In 1874, for example, Richer 
was consulted in Paris by 
Americans representing the 
International Woman’s Edu-
cational League, according 
to “Woman’s Educational 
League: Objects of the Asso-
ciation Satisfactory Reports 
from Foreign Countries,” New 
York Times, Oct. 27, 1874, 
8. Thompson appears to have 
been drawn to Europe by the 
pacifi st and international law 
movement animated by French 
Saint-Simonian Charles Lem-
onnier and the Ligue interna-
tionale de la paix et de la lib-
erté. Thompson participated in 
the 1874 Geneva conference 
of the Congrès de la paix et de 
la liberté (Geneva) (Le Temps, 
Sept. 12, 1874). An American 
member writing as “K” (who 
was perhaps botanist and suf-
fragist Kate Newell Doggett) 
asserted that the Ligue should 
support women “to conquer” 
the right to “exercise their 
rights.” See “Correspondance,” 
Les États unis d’Europe: Or-
gane de la Ligue internatio-
nale de la paix et de la liberté, 
July 24, 1873, 4. On Lemon-
nier and the Ligue, see Sandi 
E. Cooper, Patriotic Pacifi sm: 
Waging War on War in Eu-
rope, 1815–1914 (Oxford, 
1991), 36–50. 

24  See also Léon Giraud (1852–
1893; pseud. Draigu), Le roman 
de la femme chrétienne: Etude 
historique, preface by Hubertine 
Auclert (Paris, 1880); Giraud, 
Essai sur la condition des femmes 
en Europe et en Amé rique (Paris, 
1880; 1882), 381–82.

25  Theodore Stanton (1851–
1925), “France,” The Woman 
Question in Europe: A Series 
of Original Essays (New York, 
1884), 234–309. Stanton cited 
Giraud’s Essai and also his Sou-
venirs du congrès [apropos to the 
1878 Congress] in The Woman 
Question in Europe, 249–50.
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in the late nineteenth century worked to disseminate legal infor-
mation to the public and provide legal aid to needy populations. 
Researchers have identifi ed this pattern of practice in the late 1880s 
in the urban centers of New York, Paris, Dresden, and beyond.31 In 
New York, an unusual team of female attorneys ran the Arbitration 
Society (est. 1887) to provide legal counsel to indigent women.32 This 
society was spearheaded by American attorney Fanny B. Weber and 
her Swiss counterpart Emilie Kempin-Spyri. In 1888, Kempin-Spyri 
moved from Zurich (where the bar was still closed to women) to New 
York to work in her chosen fi eld and provide aid to women through 
law.33 Although little money was available to support their pro bono 
eff orts, Weber and Kempin-Spyri’s initial labors set a precedent of 
transatlantic cooperation and altruistic lawyering. Ultimately, how-
ever, their work was superseded by the establishment of professional 
legal aid societies.34 Kempin-Spyri’s eff orts concluded with a return to 
Europe (Berlin) to participate briefl y in the women’s rights movement 
against the German civil code, with emphasis on family law reform.35 
Kempin-Spyri’s story was part of a broader pattern whereby grassroots 
education, legal practice, and political activism were interwoven into 
her life and the structures of transatlantic exchange. 

In the decades before German women were offi  cially admitted to the 
legal profession, women’s rights reformers established legal aid clinics 
to address women’s needs and mobilized to build the women’s rights 
movement. In 1894, Marie Stritt, catalyzed by Kempin-Spyri, estab-
lished the fi rst women’s bureau of legal aid that assisted thousands of 
applicants annually in Dresden.36 There were over ninety such legal aid 
societies by 1909.37 Anita Augspurg and Marie Raschke both worked 

31  This movement’s 
Cahiers féministes (Brus-
sels) published notices 
about Anita Augspurg’s 
law classes for women 
on multiple occasions, 
including July 15 and 
August 1, 1898. This 
movement was larger 
than what I can address 
here. See details on the 
pioneering feminist 
lawyers’ movement in 
chapters on Belgium, 
Estonia, Poland, 
Romania, Spain, and 
Yugoslavia in Kimble 
and Röwekamp, eds., 
New Perspectives. 

32  Felice Batlan has argued 
that the kind of women-
specifi c legal aid provided 
by the Arbitrary Society 
was replaced by rival or-
ganizations that sought 
to professionalize legal 
aid services and distance 
it from the world of senti-
mental charity. Felice 
Batlan, “The Birth of 
Legal Aid: Gender Ideolo-
gies, Women, and the Bar 
in New York City, 1863–
1910,” Law and History 
Review 28, no. 4 (2010): 
931–72. Jill Norgren 
briefl y mentions Weber 
and “Emily Kempin” [sic] 

in Rebels at the Bar: The 
Fascinating, Forgotten 
Stories of America’s First 
Women Lawyers (New 
York, 2013), 246n50.

33  Julie Carlier, “Moving 
beyond Boundaries: An 
Entangled History of 
Feminism in Belgium, 
1890–1914” (Disser-
tation, University of 
Ghent, 2010), 58; “Emi-
lie Kempin[-Spyri],” in 
Dictionnaire historique de 
la Suisse, http://www.
hls-dhs-dss.ch/textes/f/
F9342.php, accessed Feb. 
2, 2011. 

34  On women and American 
legal aid, see Felice Batlan, 
Women and Justice for the 
Poor: A History of Legal 
Aid, 1863–1945 (New 
York, 2015).

35  Virginia G. Drachman, 
Sisters in Law: Women 
Lawyers in Modern Ame-
rican History (Cambridge, 
1998), 123.

36  Frieda Bertha Zeeb, “The 
Mobility of the German 
Woman,” The American 
Journal of Sociology 21, no. 
2 (September 1915): 234–
62, 254.

37  Ida Kirch, “Legal Aid for 
Women in Germany,” The 
Legal Aid Review 7, no. 3 
(July 1909): 17–19. Kirch 
(1870–1928) ran a legal 
protection offi  ce in Frank-
furt and traveled to the 
US to observed American 
methods of legal aid and 
juvenile justice on several 
occasions. See Ida Kirsh in 
Bund Deutscher Frauen-
vereine, Jahrbuch (Leipzig, 
1912), 98.
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as “lay lawyers” aft er completing their degrees abroad (Zurich, 1897; 
Bern, 1899, respectively), as they were barred from the practice of law 
in public or private positions within Germany.38 Distressed by the legal 
inequalities that confronted women under the German legal code, 
Augspurg brought colleagues such as Stritt to petition for improved 
marriage and family laws. Stritt, a self-taught lay lawyer, called for full 
independence and civil equality for wives and mothers for the sake 
of the family, state, and society, emboldened by the solidarity gained 
through her role in the Bund Deutscher Frauenvereine (BDF) legal 
committee.39 Collectively, these women used their legal expertise to 
disseminate legal knowledge and legal aid for the broader purpose of 
building the women’s rights movement.40 By 1904, Augspurg became 
vice-president of the International Woman Suff rage Alliance (IWSA) 
where she prioritized women’s legal and political rights reforms. Stritt 
also campaigned against regulated prostitution with Josephine Butler 
(Britain) and in favor of women’s suff rage. Under IWSA auspices, Stritt 
coordinated with lawyers Maria Vérone (France) and Chrystal Macmillan 
(Scotland) on the book Woman Suff rage in Practice (1913). This was 
a systematic compilation of the current status of women’s political 
rights, which asserted societal benefi ts to women’s participation, and 
was designed to energize additional political action.41 This publication, 
a result of transnational cooperation, bought the “issue of women’s 
political rights out from the realm of utopia into the realm of objective 
realities.”42 The data collected transnationally were further dissemi-
nated by lawyers, including Vérone, who lectured her colleagues at the 
Société de legislation comparée on the societal benefi ts of women’s 
enfranchisement in Australia and New Zealand.43 

The dissemination of legal and political information to women af-
fected a discrete revolution. In France, Jeanne Chauvin spearheaded the 
eff ort to open the bar to all women, off ered legal classes for women 
at municipal town halls, and taught female pupils on the founda-
tions of legal and civic knowledge in the Parisian school system.44 
The French women entering the all-male profession of law empha-
sized that their work would serve the needs of the disadvantaged 

38  On the work of Stritt (1855–
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327–45, 328 (New York/
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and disenfranchised through their unique contributions as women. 
Chauvin characterized herself as a defender of “widows and orphans,”45 
and her counterpart in Toulouse, Marguerite Dilhan, devoted herself 
to the “weakest” in society, meaning women and juvenile delin-
quents.46 In Dilhan’s case, this meant working within charitable 
associations (sociétés patronage) as well as in her legal practice.47 
As a whole, this cadre focused on addressing the legal needs of 
disadvantaged groups, including troubled youth, the urban poor, 
refugees, and women in diffi  cult circumstances, and constituted a 
form of maternalistic legal feminism. As they exhibited a commit-
ment to civil reforms and grassroots uplift , these women displayed 
their legal authority and demonstrated women’s capacity to oper-
ate in the public sphere in opposition to expectations about their 
roles. They secondarily conceded that fi nancial necessity required 
some remuneration for their work.48 The altruism exhibited among 
pioneering female lawyers in the United States and Europe rein-
forced traditional expectations of women as philanthropic and 
maternal, yet with adaptations for this era of the “new woman.”49 
Many feminist lawyers publicized their own eff orts to protect vul-
nerable women and children in contrast to the alleged failures of 
masculine chivalry.50 French Christian feminist Marie Maugeret 
called for these “doctoresse[s] in law” to be civically oriented and 
usefully employed: “to open a public class in law [droit à l’usage] 
for women” that would inform women of their situation under the 
Napoleonic Code in a protective manner, and “to open an offi  ce for 
free legal consultations for women without resources or too proud 
to turn to judicial assistance.”51 Other civic maternalists argued 
that women’s mothering skills singularly qualifi ed them for roles 
in the public sphere and in the professions — whether as doctors, 
teachers, inspectors, or lawyers — that subverted women’s primary 
consignment to domesticity.52 By 1904, Dutch feminist lawyer E. C. 
van Dorp argued that feminine qualities such as “a gentle, kindly 
disposition, a sense of justice and protection towards the weak,” 
as well as a commitment to altruism, made women well suited for 
legal work.53 Such gendered norms provided rationales for women’s 

48  There are multiple cases 
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pendents. Jeanne Chauvin 
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entree into work traditionally associated with masculine character-
istics and previously reserved for men only. 

Grassroots legal work provided feminist lawyers with a realistic 
understanding of the ways in which laws constrained human 
experience and exerted a disparate impact on girls and women.54 
Initial evidence reveals that the provision of legal services, usually 
by women for women, reached an underserved population through 
education, consciousness-raising, and pragmatic support. These 
grassroots eff orts became the foundation of comparative legal 
criticism and political reform action, which was facilitated through 
national and transnational women’s rights associations and profes-
sional associations.

Formal Professional Network Building: The Woman’s 
International Bar Association

The intimacy between the women’s movement and the growth of a 
legal feminist movement is apparent in the creation of the Woman’s 
International Bar Association (WIBA), the fi rst formal legal sorority 
with international members. This sorority was created at the 1888 
International Council of Women (ICW) meeting held in Washington, 
DC, and was spearheaded by Catharine V. Waite, an Illinois suff rag-
ist, lawyer, and publisher of Chicago Law Times (est. 1886).55 WIBA 
would likely not have existed without the ICW, an organization that 
accelerated progress for women “by laying the groundwork for future 
coalitions of women in reform and professional work.”56 European 
and American members of WIBA shared the common goals of remov-
ing barriers to women’s entrance into law schools, encouraging their 
advancement in the legal profession, disseminating knowledge about 
women’s legal status, and promoting other legal reforms.57 

Canadian legal scholar Mary Jane Mossman commented that WIBA 
and equivalent American legal sororities confi rmed the need among 
female lawyers for “support and collegiality” as “women members 
of the profession,” as they endeavored to articulate their identity 
as professionals apart from nonprofessional women and distinct 
from the feminist movement itself.58 Nevertheless, female law-
yers overlapped signifi cantly with the feminist movement. WIBA 
functioned as one node of activism that developed in and between 
European and American cities, and its members’ individual dedica-
tion to breaking barriers made the most measurable contributions 
to challenging structural and textual inequalities. In the absence of 
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WIBA’s association records, we must rely on other evidence for the 
networks that existed among transatlantic legal feminists. To some 
degree, they could organize around the need to establish professional 
equality even though the women were diff erently situated in terms 
of their rights. The American leaders, including founder Waite, Ada 
Bittenbender (Nebraska), and J. Ellen Foster (Iowa), had the right 
to work as lawyers.59 Their European counterparts, including Eliza 
Orme (London), Lidia Poët (Turin), and Emilie Kempin-Spyri (Zurich), 
were excluded from legal practice.60 Yet WIBA members went much 
further to advance women’s rights in family law, constitutional law, 
and the organization of judicial systems, issues that extended well 
beyond their own concerns. 

Transnational Cooperation to Break Barriers and Advance 
Women’s Rights

The evidence located to date about WIBA reveals that a loose-knit 
transnational legal sorority functioned within and beyond women’s 
rights associations with goals specifi c to breaking legal barriers and 
advancing legal rights. The campaign to secure women’s entrance 
to the legal profession in Belgium and then in France was facilitated 
by transatlantic and intra-European cooperation. Belgian reformer 
Marie Popelin, who earned her law doctorate in Brussels in 1888, en-
deavored to open the Belgian bar to all women.61 At the spearhead of 
this campaign was Louis Frank, a Belgian lawyer, male feminist and 
author of many works including the infl uential treatise La femme-avocat 
(1888).62 Frank forged connections with the French through Chauvin 
and with the Americans through Boston lawyer Mary A. Greene. In 
turn, Greene translated Frank’s defense of women’s right to work in 
the legal profession, “The Woman Lawyer,” which informed English 
readers of developments in Europe.63 Among the benefi ciaries were 
the Colorado State Supreme Court judges who cited Frank’s evidence 
in 1891 when they decided in favor of women’s admission to the bar 
on an equal basis.64 Their reference to Frank’s research signaled the 
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global signifi cance of legal feminism, and, in this case, contributed 
directly to the expansion of women’s rights. Frank’s correspondence 
with the US legal community catalyzed Popelin’s membership in the 
legal sorority association called the Equity Club (1886–1890), and 
Popelin was invited by the American lawyer Belva Lockwood to take up 
legal practice in Washington, DC.65 This reinforced an unequal power 
dynamic whereby Americans appeared to aid those in the so-called Old 
World in the modernization of gender relations while the Europeans 
contributed intellectual leadership to their New World counterparts.

The debate on the question of women’s right to work as lawyers 
and judges during the Belle Époque led to diff erent outcomes, with 
transnational signifi cance. In this era, some countries decided to 
exclude women from the bar (Italy, Belgium, Russia, and England) 
and others to admit them (United States, Romania, and Norway).66 
Frank’s text La femme-avocat mattered not only in the US; it also 
entered the French legal record as an amicus brief when Jeanne 
Chauvin challenged her exclusion from the bar in 1897.67 Through 
political maneuvers, Chauvin ultimately secured legislative support 
from independent socialist politicians, including René Viviani, which 
resulted in the opening of the bar to women in metropolitan France 
though not initially in its colonies (law of December 1, 1900).68 

The eff orts in professional barrier-breaking also coincided with 
grassroots political reforms. In Paris, Chauvin collaborated with the 
Belgian Women’s Rights League to promote women’s education and 
civil rights in their newspaper and in her other publications. Chauvin 
also worked closely with British-born and French-educated activist 
Jeanne Schmahl in her association, The Forerunner (L’avant cour-
rière). Chauvin used her legal skills to draft  legislation that would 
secure for all women in France the right to serve as witnesses in civil 
acts (1897) and for married women the right to control their earned in-
come (1907). Schmahl served as a lobbyist. Their legislative successes 
were, in turn, emulated by Frank in Belgium.69 These Europeans 
fueled and reinforced each other and give historians the impression 
that they worked as equals, less divided by language, geographical 
distance, or power — factors that appeared to occasionally trouble 
the relationships between Europeans and Americans. 

The power of this early form of legal feminism as ideology and practice 
is apparent in the history of international conferences where cam-
paigns for legal equality were central to the platforms. Paris hosted 
two important congresses in 1889 in conjunction with the Universal 
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Exposition that fostered connections among legal activists. American 
ICW president May Wright Sewall (1899–1904), for one, provided an 
inspiring, even “contagious,” example of activism as she promoted the 
message of internationalism by emphasizing the solidarity of human-
ity, the Golden Rule, equality, and democracy at the Congrès français et 
international au droit des femmes.70 At the Congrès international des 
oeuvres et institutions féminine devoted to women’s work and asso-
ciations, Belva Lockwood, a pioneering lawyer from Washington, DC, 
celebrated the progress of women in the work world. She had secured 
a legislative triumph for women’s rights when she was authorized to 
plead cases before the US Supreme Court.71 Lockwood optimistically 
predicted to her audience that all those who claimed equality before 
the law would, eventually, benefi t from it, and, in turn, society as a 
whole would be speedily transformed as women entered public life.72 
A simple solution was proposed to establish equality in France: by 
altering the Declaration of the Rights of Man by two words so that it 
read “All citizens and citizenesses are equal under the law,” married 
women’s rights could be established (suppressing the detested Article 
213 of the civil code, which required wives’ “obedience” to husbands), 
and all other laws could be applied equally to men and women.73 The 
conferences reveal jurists’ and lawyers’ instrumentalist approach 
to law and an optimism in the power of law to work for, rather than 
against, women’s socio-political emancipation. 

Comprehensive reforms were simpler to declare than to enact. At 
the ICW congress Popelin called for women of diff erent nationali-
ties to recognize their commonalities and band together to secure 
legal equality.74 Popelin and her counterparts debated at length 
how to dismantle women’s unequal legal status and how to create 
an international court for arbitration — evidence of their belief that 
international law held great potential as a tool for instituting equality 
within national contexts.75 They wanted to create a forum to address 
women’s rights internationally as they worked from a conviction that 
all humans were endowed with universal rights.76 

Transatlantic conferences brought women’s voices to prominent audi-
ences and drew sharp contrasts between women’s intellectual prowess 
and their second-class citizenship. A direct confrontation occurred at 
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the male-dominated Congress on Jurisprudence and Law Reform in 
Chicago (August 7–12, 1893), where female experts expounded on the 
intertwined nature of gender and law. Illinois lawyer Myra Bradwell 
secured the participation of her Boston colleague Mary A. Greene, who 
provided a comprehensive statutory overview in “Married Women’s 
Property Acts and Needed Reforms Therein,” and San Francisco lawyer 
Clara Foltz, who spoke on the role of public defenders. Indian jurist 
Cornelia Sorabji contributed a paper titled “Legal Status of Women 
in India,” which called for more legal representation by women for 
women in Hindu and Muslim courts. Chicago lawyer Mary Ahrens 
read Londoner Eliza Orme’s “Legal Status of Women in England,” 
which advocated for women’s improved control over their property.77 
Jeanne Chauvin’s essay on the subject of women’s legal rights in 
France argued that the French urgently needed to put their legal codes 
in agreement with “the needs of equality and social progress,” to “put 
reason above tradition” and root out prejudicial structures.78 Chauvin 
argued for comprehensive reforms within the family, in society (e.g., 
education, employment, and civil legal action) in ways that affi  rmed 
a fundamental conviction that women merited equal rights. Chauvin 
later clarifi ed her defi nition of “féminisme,” stating that feminists, since 
1789, had argued that the phrase “droits de l’homme” must be under-
stood as meaning “droits de tout être humain,” so rights would apply to 
every human being. Feminism, she wrote, existed because “the woman 
does not have, in either the family or society, the place that she must 
occupy, by virtue of her dignity as a human being, and in the interests 
of society.”79 Consequently, feminists claim “the right to work, the right 
to exercise the professions of their choice; they demand civil equality 
and political equality.”80

Legal Questions and Transatlantic Legacies, 1899–1912

By 1894, the ICW advisory council could call upon the intellectual skills 
of a handful of female legal experts including the Europeans Chauvin, 
Popelin, and Kempin-Spyri, as well as the Americans Bradwell and Fos-
ter.81 By bringing together jurists from various legal systems, the ICW 
provided a strong basis for a comparison of women’s legal condition. 
The analytical and comparative work they undertook occurred outside 
the supportive context of universities or government agencies; instead, 
it was led by volunteer associations whose members intended to make 
feminist voices heard directly or through elected representatives at a 
time when few women had formal political rights. By 1897, reforming 
national civil codes had become a mainstream goal within the European 
women’s rights movement, as it had been for the French for decades.82 

77  Bradwell (1831–1894) was 
the fi rst female lawyer in 
Illinois and founder of The 
Chicago Legal News (est. 
1868). “Law Reform Congress,” 
The American Lawyer 1, no. 17 
(1893): 20. See Mary Jane 
Mossman, “Women Lawyers 
and Women’s Legal Equa-
lity: Refl ections on Women 
Lawyers at the 1893 World’s 
Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago,” Chicago-Kent Law 
Review 87, no. 2 (2012): 
503–19.

78  Jeanne Chauvin, “La condition 
juridique de la femme fran-
çaise,” Congrès des femmes, 
Chicago, 1893; Société pour 
l’amélioration du sort de la 
femme et la revendication de 
ses droits; ms. copy in Biblio-
thèque Marguerite Durand 
(BMD) Dossier Chauvin, 24.

79  Chauvin, “Conférence sur le 
féminisme,” 15, 1.

80  Ibid.

81  May Wright Sewall, ed., The 
World’s Congress of Represen-
tative Women: A Historical 
Résumé (Chicago, 1894), 
Appendix D, 932–39.

82  Isabella Gatti de Gamond, 
“Qu’est-ce que le féminisme,” 
Cahiers féministes, November 
1, 1897.

68   GHI BULLETIN SUPPLEMENT 13 (2017)



Women’s International 

Networks

New Women’s 

BiographyIntroduction

Women in Social 

Movements

The Transatlantic 

Exchange of Knowledge

Marie Stritt condemned the strangling yoke exerted on women through 
marriage law, and she co-initiated the German women’s campaign 
(Frauenlandsturm) to change the civil code.83 Feminist jurists, including 
Stritt, possessed the requisite expertise to propose legislation, to debate 
the issues with men in the legal or political spheres, and to provide legal 
services to female clients; thus informed, they lent their voices to key 
public debates.84 In so doing, they articulated concrete ways to rewrite 
the social contract along egalitarian lines.

Legal reforms were crucial to the transatlantic women’s rights move-
ment, but only in 1899 did the ICW create formal sections devoted 
to comparative family law questions.85 During 1888 to 1899, the 
approach to legal concerns had been primarily focused within 
nations because of the diffi  culty of coordinating legal reforms across 
nations’ legislative barriers and varied legal systems.86 The new 
ICW laws committee was chaired fi rst by German Baroness von 
Beschwitz (1899–1908), then by French feminist Marie [Mme 
Charles] d’Abbadie d’Arrast (1909–1913), and later by the Dutch 
lawyer E. C. [Elisabeth Carolina] van Dorp (1914–1920).87 The com-
mittee sought expertise from Chauvin, yet (for unknown reasons) 
Stritt subsequently fi lled this role, resulting in an initial concentra-
tion of leadership by the Germans.88 Popelin’s vision from 1889 of a 
common campaign for the study and promotion of legal equality was 
fi nally launched at the 1909 Quinquennial Council Meeting in Toronto, 
when each national council was charged with reporting on the 
“unequal laws in their respective countries which deal with the relations 
of women in the Home, the Family, the Municipality, and the State.”89 
The purpose of the reports was to prepare for political action in the 
form of letters to each government that spoke “to the need for better-
ment of many of these laws, and the desirability of women taking part 
in the deliberations equally with men on such laws.”90 Female jurists 
and lawyers called for the compilation and analysis of the legal position 
of women relative to their civil and political capacity, domestic rela-
tions, and economic position in order to develop a “comparative study 
and exposition of the laws concerning marriage and divorce.”91 This 
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collaborative work created by male and female feminists was pub-
lished as Women’s Position in the Laws of the Nations: A Compilation of 
the Laws of Diff erent Countries (1912). This pioneering report was an 
eff ort to insist that women’s problems in the law, especially married 
women’s status, transcended national boundaries. 

The scope of Women’s Position in the Laws ranged widely from fam-
ily law (e.g., marital authority, property, divorce, residence, parental 
rights, illegitimacy, guardianship, and inheritance) to penal law, 
public law, and statutes or laws aff ecting the professions. The gen-
der inequality documented therein was simultaneously a social and 
legal problem, and reformers argued that the state was responsible 
for its rectifi cation. As such, women defi ned the priorties for reform 
and provided documentation potentially useful to legislators. The 
compilation highlighted the pervasiveness of women’s subordinate 
status, the unevenness of reforms, and the energy with which na-
tional councils sought satisfaction. The question of women’s politi-
cal rights was connected to their status under family law. Scottish 
ICW president Ishbel Aberdeen argued that women’s inequality in 
society was not, as was oft en claimed, off set by their infl uence within 
the home as evidenced by multiple legal constraints on women in 
family law.92 Volume editor d’Abbadie d’Arrast also underscored 
that the national councils could promote legislative and civil code 
reform and wield legal infl uence in the pursuit of gender equality.93 
Her comments reinforced the notion that national legislatures and 
courts remained the primary sites for legal reform even as activists 
aspired to achieve change transnationally. 

At the same time, international activism seemed to energize national 
projects, even if it did not lead consistently to cooperation. For ex-
ample, American lawyer Ellen Spencer Mussey, who wrote the report 
on the United States for the Women’s Position in the Laws volume, 
actively promoted a variety of legal reforms domestically, including 
equal guardianship rights for mothers, women’s equal rights to serve 
on juries, and married women’s property rights. Mussey had founded, 
with Emma Gillett, the Washington College of Law (est. 1898), a 
coeducational — though not racially integrated — law school.94 She 
lived to see that the controversy about married women’s autono-
mous nationality rights, a controversy of long-standing importance 
to the ICW, was mollifi ed through the Married Women’s Indepen-
dent Nationality Act (the US Cable Act of 1922). This nationality act 
halted procedures whereby women would automatically acquire the 
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citizenship of their husbands without their consent. André Verne, 
a French lawyer and author of the chapter on France in Women’s 
Position also wrote about married women’s autonomy. He called for 
political action to reform the French civil code to equalize women’s 
rights in the family and political sphere (specifi cally, married women’s 
property rights, guardianship, marital property, divorce, inheritance, 
and labor rights and representation).95 Progress in any nation was 
undertood to contribute to the potential of women’s progress world-
wide because arguments, evidence, and rationales could be re-deployed 
in parallel campaigns (admittedly with mixed success). 

The comparative legal analysis of women’s position in this text, pub-
lished in English, French, and German, was a result of the productive 
collaboration among feminist legal experts, facilitated by the ICW, 
the “mother” of the League of Nations. The ICW’s Women’s Position 
refl ects a broader historical pattern whereby women’s organizations 
played a conspicuous role in articulating and lobbying for legal reform 
in the early twentieth century that bore fruit only later. As Ann Taylor 
Allen has highlighted, the work undertaken at the turn of the century 
by the Scandinavian Committee for Family Law to issue new legal code 
guidelines eventually led to laws that equalized parental responsibility 
in the family, even though passage of such reform was delayed until the 
1920s.96 Likewise, legal reforms that improved women’s rights in the 
second half of the twentieth century were possible as a result of women’s 
political action that was, in turn, facilitated by decades of cross-cultural 
exchange. Incremental legal reform was pragmatic, if agonizingly slow. 

In these years, international contact and comparison energized na-
tional movements and inspired progress toward a comparative vision 
of feminist legal action. Eff ective coordination through international 
binding agreements, however, would hang in abeyance until the 
femininists catalyzed a platform within the League of Nations where 
reforms on important common questions could be addressed.97 

Conclusion 

By 1914, female lawyers and jurists had undertaken and published 
comprehensive analyses of women’s legal status, fueled in part by 
their transatlantic networks. The knowledge they shared was based 
in part on women’s lived experiences as mediated through legal 
confl icts, which revealed the disparate impact of law on women 
versus men. Systematic feminist critiques of the law reached new 
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audiences through the popular press and academic publications and 
in speeches and lectures, thus promoting national and international 
debate.98 The implementation of piecemeal gender equality under the 
law occurred unevenly in North America and across Europe, but each 
success inspired emulation among social reformers. The American 
model of gender equality under the law was particularly salient for 
French feminists seeking to deploy parallel strategies in their sister 
republic.99 The overarching goals within these transatlantic alliances 
were the desires to secure legal equality for married women and to 
open opportunities for all women in modern society.

The larger purpose of all this activism was to secure a voice for women 
in political and legal reforms that would also prompt state-driven 
changes in private life. How to enact such reforms would turn out to 
be controversial at nearly every turn. Nevertheless, legal feminists 
deployed their knowledge and activism in an international context 
to seek the application of the change they envisioned. Through this 
process, they articulated and disseminated their feminist visions 
and attempted to direct the political power in each nation to shape 
the circumstances surrounding the personal lives of female citizens. 
Tracing the history of the relationships that emerged, as well as their 
characteristics and limitations, off ers productive territory for future 
explorations of the history of early twentieth-century legal feminism.

During the interwar years (1919–1938) international women’s as-
sociations took advantage of the opportunities presented by the 
League of Nations to debate and to promote women’s rights through 
intergovernmental cooperation, policy, and legal agreement. These 
groups had prepared in the prior years by conceptualizing inter-
national solutions to redress the fundamental inequalities that 
structured life for women across diff erent national contexts in the 
Western hemisphere. They advocated for peace and the advancement 
of women’s rights in family law, labor law, civil law, and political law 
at the Paris Peace Conference (1919), in the campaign for married 
women’s independent nationality, and through the Committee on 
the Status of Women at the League of Nations.100 Scholars would do 
well to recognize that the work of preceding decades contributed to 
these later transnational eff orts. 

This article draws attention to a history of transnational legal femi-
nism within the broader history of the women’s rights movement 
during the Belle Époque to highlight the centrality of legal concerns 
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and female lawyers’ contributions. Feminist lawyers and legal think-
ers worked both independently and in conjunction with international 
women’s organizations, notably the WIBA and the ICW, to campaign 
to reform women’s rights in the family as well as in society. While 
suff rage was the linchpin to secure an offi  cial political voice for 
women, the reform of family law and civil codes was essential to 
create the possibility of equal standing for wives and mothers within 
the framework of the family. Political and legal reform campaigns, 
both national and international, would eventually begin to level the 
playing fi eld, creating more equal opportunities under the law such 
that men and women might experience the world with the same 
expectations, unfettered by legal constraints and able to contribute 
their talents to their societies. 
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