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From Protest to Warning: 

Representations of the Unemployed in 
Victor Gollancz's Left Book Club, 

1937-1945 
ANTOINE CAPET 

In the classic published literature, Victor Gollancz's Left Book 
Club seems to be unduly associated with an uncritical admiration 
for the Soviet Union as well as the fight against the 'capitalist plot' 
of appeasement and fascism-in other words with foreign affairs. 1 

But in a way, most of the books of the Left Book Club have some-
thing to say on home affairs, notably unemployment. Roughly 
speaking the series can be divided into books on fascism and how 
to fight it and books on the economic crisis and how to fight it. 
But of course, the two struggles are basically the same-they are 
against the central enemy, decaying capitalism. If one takes a 
book with an unlikely title for its relevance to the subject of this 
essay like Europe, Russia and the Future by G. D. H. Cole (September 
1941),2 it explains the post-Ig18 'inability of capitalism to find work 
for all willing hands, even at the top of a boom' with the inevitable 
result that 'such a situation was bound to lead to a violent recur-
rence of the disease of economic nationalism', culminating in the 
Nazi state.3 If we take an earlier book, this time with a more 
promising title, The Condition ofthe Workers in Great Britain, Germany 

1 See, notably,John Lewis, The Lefl Book Club: An Hiswrical Record (London, 1970); Gary 
McCulloch, '"Teachers and Missionaries": The Left Book Club as an Educational 
Agency', History ofEducation, 14 (1985), 137-53; Gordon Barrick Neavill, 'Victor Gollancz 
and the Left Book Club', Library Quarterly, 41/3 (July 1971), 197-215; Betty Reid, 'The Left 
Book Club in the Thirties', in Jon Clark, Margot Heinemann, David Margolies, and 
Carole Snee (eds.), Culture and Crisis in Britain in the Thirties (London, 1979), 193-208; Stuart 
Samuels, 'The Left Book Club',Joumal ofContemporary History, 1 (1966), 65-86. The best 
biography of Gollancz is by Ruth Dudley Edwards, Victor Gollancz: A Biography (London, 
1987).

2 The month and year in parentheses indicate the date when the book appeared as a 
'selection'. Sometimes the book had already been published in another Victor Gollancz 
series. 3 G. D. H. Cole, Europe, Russia and the Future (London, 1941), 47-8. 
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and the Soviet Union, 1932-1938, by Jiirgen Kuczynski (August 1939), 
it contains the unpalatable truth for the progressives who had 
joined the Left Book Club that '[u]nemployment has to all intents 
and purposes disappeared in Fascist Germany' and, to make 
things worse, the author continues, 'it is not merely that unem-
ployment in Germany is negligible; there is, in addition, a serious 
shortage of labour'. 4 

Now of course these international comparisons only have one 
objective: to show that Britain is worse off than not only Soviet 
Russia, but also Nazi Germany in the field of unemployment. 
These Left Book Club selections which do not directly allude to 
unemployment in their titles in practice provide context by asso-
ciating a domestic economic problem with the gigantic worldwide 
conflict of ideologies which was raging when the Club was formed 
in 1936. 

The first selection was in fact a translation, France Today and the 
People's Front by Maurice Thorez, General Secretary of the PCF, 
the French Communist Party (May 1936). Even though Thorez 
naturally discussed the worker's condition in France and 
inevitably the unemployment problem, subscribers had to wait 
until March 1937, with the publication of Orwell's The Road to 
Wigan Pier-and, incidentally, it is too often forgotten that this 
book was first published in the Left Book Club series-to have a 
monograph, if not specifically on the unemployed, at least on life 
in the depressed industrial north. In it, Orwell famously con-
trasted the lives of the married and unmarried unemployed men: 
At times I have seen unmarried men on the dole living in the extreme 
of misery .... But this kind of thing is exceptional. A working-class bach-
elor is a rarity, and so long as a man is married unemployment makes 
comparatively litde alteration in his way of life. His home is impover-
ished but it is still a home, and it is noticeable everywhere that the anom-
alous position created by unemployment-the man being out of work 
while the woman's work continues as before - has not altered the relative 
status of the sexes .... The man is idle from morning to night but the 
woman is as busy as ever--more so, indeed, because she has to manage 
with less money.5 

A month later, in April 1937, the selection comprised The Condition 
4 jUrgen Kuczynski, The Condition of the Workersin Great Britain, Germany and the Soviet Union, 

1932-1938(London, 1939), 43.
5 George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pi.er (reissue, London, 1959), 82. 
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of Britain by G. D. H. and Margaret Cole, with a fifty-page 
chapter entitled 'The Unemployed'. The tone is set in the opening 
paragraphs: 'The strongest social fact of the post-war period is 
that destitution has stalked out from its lurking places in the slums 
and spread its contagion over the homes of respectable people-
even over whole towns and once-flourishing villages in the 
depressed areas.' The Coles were of course fully aware of the neg-
ative representation of the unemployed in literature and the press, 
and they were at pains to distinguish between the 'old' unem-
ployed and the 'new' ones: 
The 'unemployables', the 'casuals', the 'incorrigible' slum-dwellers, the 
bodily or mentally disabled wrecks, are with us still; but side by side with 
them there queues up for the 'dole', in one or another of its forms, the 
skilled hewer, or cotton-spinner, or shipwright, or potter--not merely as 
suffering from a short spell of unemployment between jobs, but, all too 
often, week after week and year after year, until hope dies out altogether 
from his mind and spirit. 6 

One section of the chapter is entitled 'Who are the unemployed?' 
In it, the Left Book Club subscriber could learn that the four sectors 
most affected were coalmining, with one miner in four, that is 
nearly a quarter of a million men, out of work; public works and 
the building trades, with another quarter of a million men; and 
shipbuilding, with one worker in three out of work. Add to that the 
textile trades, and the four industries account for 87o,ooo of the 
unemployed, about 55 per cent of the official total of r,6oo,ooo in 
1936. A number of tables refine the breakdown according to age, 
sex, and geographic location, and the chapter ends on a plea: 
Until we abolish unemployment in its present form, and especially in its 
worst form of chronic unemployment, we have at least a duty to ensure 
that the unemployed shall be treated as human beings who are the 
victims of social disorder, and not as either criminals to be punished or 
'social nuisances' to be barely kept alive at the lowest possible cost. 

But also on a warning: 'It may be "cheap" in the short run to keep 
the unemployed on a low diet. It may diminish the immediate 
risks of social revolution or radical uprising. But in the long run it 
is not cheap, or good insurance. For in the long run misery is apt 
to take its bloody revenge.'7 Interestingly, and we are back to what 

6 G. D. H. Cole and Margaret Cole, The Condition ofBritain (London, 1937), 188-9.
7 Ibid. 235-6. 
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we argued at the beginning, the Coles do not see this possible 
eruption in the form of the proletarian revolution, but in that of 
fascist violence: 'Men turn Fascist when they have lost faith in the 
continuance of the conditions under which they have managed to 
find a tolerable accommodation with life.'8 

In the next Left Book Club selection to address the plight of 
the unemployed extensively, Wal Hannington's The Problem of the
Distressed Areas (November 1937), the same question recurs in one 
of the final chapters, 'Is there a Fascist danger amongst the 
Unemployed?' This is not a rhetorical question in Hannington's 
eyes. We have to bear in mind that in addition to being the leader 
ofthe National Unemployed Workers' Movement (NUWM), he 
was an active member of the Communist Party of Great Britain 
(CPGB), which did not deny that fascism had, as Hannington put 
it, 'swept through the ranks of the unemployed in Germany'. So 
Wal Hannington is fully alive to the danger, but he argues that 
the danger has been averted so far, notably thanks to the action 
of his own movement and party: 
There are five factors which have up to now prevented Fascism from 
taking root in the Distressed Areas: (1) the revolutionary traditions of 
these areas, going back to Chartism in South Wales; (2) the greater 
measure of working-class unity which exists in these areas; (3) the more 
militant character of the leadership in the miners' trade unions as com-
pared with others; (4) the influence of the Communist and other Left 
Wing forces in those areas; and (5) the militant leadership of the unem-
ployed through the National Unemployed Workers' Movement and its 
constant service to the unemployed in defence of their standards and 
benefit rights.9 

What is most striking in Wal Hannington's book, arguably, is the 
thirty-two-page section of photographs which graphically illustrate 
the condition of the unemployed, and not only in the Distressed 
Areas, since some cover Canning Town and Camberwell in 
London. It is unusual for Left Book Club books to have photo-
graphs. 10 Hannington does not show the dole queues as such-
that would probably be too demeaning, and therefore counter-
productive. Instead, what he shows is the job queues, suggesting 
that all these men (and white-collar female employees as well, since 

8 Cole and Cole, The Condition ofBritain, 421. 
9 Wal Hannington, The Problem of the Distressed Areas (London, 1937), 239.

10 In fact, this is the only one I have seen. 
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there is a powerful picture of hundreds of women queuing for one 
librarian's post), are not work-shy scroungers, but respectable 
working people eager to find jobs. In his next book published by 
the Club, A Short History of the Unemployed (September 1938), 
Hannington devotes a chapter to discussing the 'Not Genuinely 
Seeking Work' clauses of the Unemployment Acts passed in the 
previous decade. 11 The effect of his photographs in The Problem of
the Distressed Areas had, of course, been to show that the vast major-
ity of the unemployed did 'genuinely seek work'. In this instance, 
of course, one no longer has to do with a protest against unemploy-
ment as such-it becomes a protest against the distorted, malign 
picture of the unemployed in the Tory press. 

The discourse on the risk of a fascist temptation seems to be 
more pessimistic in September 1938, when he concludes that it 
will be touch-and-go whether Britain follows the fate of Germany 
because of the weight of its unemployed: 
The problem of unemployment will persist as long as capitalism lasts, 
and the tendency will be in the direction of a deepening of the problem, 
rather than its elimination. As to the outcome of the struggle between the 
forces of progress and the forces of reaction, much will depend upon the 
future attitude of the official trade union and Labour movement towards 
the unemployed. If unemployment reaches the same dimensions in this 
country as it did in Germany in 1931-2, then the unemployed will be a 
decisive factor in determining whether democracy and progress prevail, 
or reaction, in the form of Fascism, conquers. 12 

Here, Hannington seems to be speaking with two hats: the old 
CPGB discourse on 'the historic role of the working class' is 
twisted into a new notion of 'the historic role of the unemployed' 
which enhances the action of the NUWM. By making the unem-
ployed the key to the future political orientation of the country, 
Hannington naturally emphasizes the importance of his own lead-
ership. In passing, he denounces the Trades Union Congress 
(TUC), which 'has never treated the building of their own unem-
ployed associations seriously with the idea of advancing the fight 
of the unemployed'. 13 In other words, only his NUWM can save 
the unemployed from the despair seen in pre-Hitlerite Germany, 
and, therefore, ultimately from fascism. 

11 Wal Hannington, A Short History of the Unemployed (London, 1938; first published in 
The New People's Library, no. 1, 1938), 53. 12 Ibid. 92. 13 Ibid. 93.
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We know, of course, that this has to be understood in the 
context of the rejection by the Labour Movement of a People's 
Front which would have included the CPGB and the NUWM. 
But a few months later, in September 1939, Ellen Wilkinson, then 
a maverick MP on the Labour left, published 7he Town That Was 
Murdered: 7he Life-Story qf]arrow.Jarrow was, of course, well known 
for thejarrow Crusade of October 1936, a march to London that 
was naturally reminiscent of that of the Blanketeers in r8r7, or in 
more recent times, of the Hunger Marches organized in 1932, 
1934, and 1936 by the NUWM. In fact, the official Labour 
Movement kept aloof from that initiative, which Wilkinson fully 
backed, leading the march on some days. The leadership of the 
Labour Movement instructed local Trade Councils not to help 
the Crusaders, officially because the march was not organized by 
an affiliated organization, but in reality because the ]arrow 
Crusade was too much like the actions promoted by the NUWM 
and the CPGB. Wilkinson, who had been involved in the 
International Commission of Enquiry into the Reichstag Fire and 
later in the Spanish Civil War, was far readier than mainstream 
Labour MPs to collaborate with the Communists and their organ-
izations on occasion. This may explain why in the book she insists 
on the fact that the unemployed demonstrators of J arrow were 
not manipulated by any organization-that is, they were not 
Communist stooges-pointing to the difference, as she saw it, 
between the English marcher and his counterparts elsewhere: 
English men and women differ from French and Germans, and for that 
matter from Scotch and Welsh, in that they hate going on to the streets. 
Marching to a demonstration in some square or park of their town is 
about as much as the most enthusiastic among them can be persuaded 
to do .... The English worker dreads even feeling that he may possibly 
be looking a fool in the eyes of his neighbour. ... Refugees from Socialist 
Movements on the Continent have commented on the smallness of even 
our largest English demonstrations compared to those they used to have. 
But when the Englishman turns out in any sort of numbers for a march, 
it means that individually he is roused. Otherwise the most persuasive 
organizer agitates in vain. 14 

What strikes the modern reader most vividly in her account, 
beyond the implicit political tug-of-war between Labour and the 

14 Ellen Wilkinson, The Town That Was Murdered: The Life-Story of Jarrow (London, 1939), 
197.
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Communists, is how she strives not to idealize this sort of flash in 
the pan in the struggle of her unemployed constituents. Her 
description of their arrival in London de-romanticizes any bleary-
eyed vision of working-class militancy which Left Book Club 
readers might have entertained: 
We had looked forward all the way to our march through London. In 
fancy, we had seen ourselves carrying our box with the petition inside it 
through sunlit streets and smiling citizens. Actually, rain soaked us 
through to the skin. The pressmen told us consolingly that we all looked 
so utterly shabby and weary in our wet clothes that we presented 
London with the picture of a walking distressed area. 15 

She insists that the unemployed ofjarrow-the town had been 
'murdered' when the closure of its shipyards led to an official rate 
of unemployment of over 8o per cent in 1932-in fact gained 
nothing from the march. 16 If somebody gained, she suggests, it 
was the financiers. ]arrow did eventually get a new industry, 
although not the steelworks envisaged in 1935-6, but a factory 
producing metal tubes. It was built with government subsidies, 
but this was no guarantee for the future, she argues: 
When the works are built they will be subject to the toll of profit, the 
exigencies of a system where they can be closed at the will of people far 
away to suit a financial policy. People have said to me with a sneer ... 
'You can't have a steel mill for charity'. That's true ... and we wouldn't 
want it. Plenty of charity has, in fact, been given to the steel industry, 
but it has not been the workers who have got the presents. 1 7 

The book was written in the last month ofpeace,18 but the out-
break of war did not seem to lead to an immediate change of tone 
in the discourse of the Left Book Club. In March 1940, the Club 
published Ten Lean Years: An Examination of the Record of the National 
Government in the Field of Unemployment by W al Hannington. Most of 
the book is an amplification of his earlier A Short History of the 
Unemployed. Admittedly, there is an additional final chapter with 
the promising tide 'The Unemployed and the War', but this 
chapter is extremely disappointing. It is mosdy a presentation of 
the Communist anti-war case: 

15 Ibid. 208. 16 Ibid. 259. 17 Ibid. 213. 
18 'By May 1939, when the last chapters were being written, things seem [sic] to develop 

into a race between Hitler and me-whether he would get his war before I finished my 
book. That race I won.' Ibid. 8. 
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Now, after ten lean years of'peace', this Government has again plunged 
the British people into war. We are again being told that it is a war for 
democracy, and that the bloody sacrifices and suffering involved will lead 
to a better life for all mankind. One might be excused for asking why 
this better life is dangled before the people only as something to be 
attained beyond the carnage, and why it has been denied to the people 
in the intervening twenty-one years of Peace since the last war? 19 

The most striking piece of information is that the start of the war 
not only did not lead to a decrease in unemployment, but actually 
resulted in an increase. Even worse, Hannington argues, the 
Minister of Labour took advantage of the new powers that the 
Emergency Powers Act gave him to introduce measures 
unfavourable to the unemployed, notably a reduction of the 
maximum permissible period offull insurance benefit from 312 to 
180 days. This leads him to the conclusion that the National 
Government is in fact at war against the unemployed: 'We see 
from this how the Government is now using the special powers 
introduced as war measures to attack the unemployed and deprive 
them of their rights which have been laid down by Act of 
Parliament. '20 

The selections of June 1940, Production for the People, and 
September 1941, Productionfor Victory, Not Profit!, also alluded to full 
employment and, indirectly, therefore to unemployment. But it is 
in December 1941, with What it Will Be Like (in the New Britain) by 
Sir Richard Acland, that the most forceful attack on the pre-war 
entrenched politics was launched. The 'utopian', 'idealist', 'vision-
ary'-call him what you will-Acland entitled his last chapter 
'Unemployment is Impossible', with the final sentence in italics: 
'There can be no circumstances in which we cannot o.ffer a man something to 
do.' Acland's plea was based on his system of common ownership, 
the key to full employment, because, as he claimed, 'Private own-
ership is the root cause ofunemployment.'21 

Now, unlike Wal Hannington or Ellen Wilkinson, Sir Richard 
Acland had never been involved in demonstrations by the unem-
ployed. The case of G. D. H. Cole, who wrote the October 1943 
selection, The Means to Full Employment, is slightly different in that 
he had arguably been associated with all the struggles of the Left 

19 W al Hannington, Ten Leanrears: An Examination ofthe Record ofthe National Government 
in the Field ofUnemployment (London, 1940), 274. 20 Ibid. 279.

21 Richard Acland, What it Will Be Like (in the New Britain) (London, 1941), 182-5passim. 
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in the inter-war years. Still, the risk was clearly there of the Left 
Book Club now giving priority to intellectuals and theoreticians 
rather than people who had been active in the pre-war struggles 
of the unemployed. The danger was warded off with the publica-
tion in October 1945 of I Was One of theUnemployed by Max Cohen, 
who recounts his pre-war experience as a young cabinet-maker 
leading the kind of precarious existence which must have been 
the lot of many working people. His unique dispassionate tone is 
very convincing and, of course, far more effective as a social doc-
ument voicing the real feelings of 'one of the unemployed' than 
any number of diatribes coming from Hannington or Wilkinson. 
The general atmosphere of the book is one of weariness-weari-
ness with the kind of entirely unrewarding life, in all meanings of 
the word 'unrewarding', that he had to endure-so much so, that 
at some stage, when he has absolutely no money left, he is 
tempted by self-injury: 
Sometimes I toyed with the idea of getting myself injured in an accident. 
It seemed to me that nothing could be more delightful than being a 
patient in a hospital, even at the cost of broken limbs. Or I hoped that 
I would become seriously ill, so that I would be taken to hospital. But my 
health perversely refused to break down; my vitality sank lower and 
lower, but technically I was not ill. 

Driven by despair, he even contemplates suicide: 'There was no 
hope from any side. The thought of suicide occurred to me many 
times, not as a sudden neurotic impulse, but as a stark necessity, 
the only outlet from circumstances which had become too much 
for me. It was an abyss towards which I was being resistingly but 
implacably impelled. '22 

The more theoretical authors of the Left Book Club could not 
match the poignancy of such testimonies. What is most striking 
about Cohen's ordeal is that he remained isolated, like so many of 
his counterparts working in the crafts as opposed to large-scale 
industry. At one stage he goes to answer a job advertisement, only 
to be greeted by angry workmen on strike who explain that the 
boss is in fact trying to recruit blacklegs: 
'It's alright!' I said hastily. 'I'm not going to blackleg on you. I'm a Union 
man myself, anyway'. Their faces lightened immediately. 'Oh, you're a 
Union man, eh?' 'That's different then'. 'A Union man! That's the stuff! 

22 Max Cohen, I Was One of theUnemployed (London, 1945), 218. 
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'What branch, mate?' The last question rather stumped me. I had meant 
that I was a Union man in the spirit, even if I had never come into 
contact with my Union in any shop at which I had worked, had scarcely 
ever heard it mentioned, and had never been asked to join. 'Well-er-
I'm not exactly in the Union now', I answered awkwardly. 'But I'm one 
of you, anyway'. The man who had first approached me slapped me on 
the back. 'That's the stuff, mate. Believe me, things would be a lot better 
in the trade if we had more young fellows like you'.23 

This is the only encounter in the book we have with organized 
labour. It is thus clear, in fact, that Cohen does not belong to any 
union, although he occasionally mentions the union rate for the 
job, which all potential employers try to avoid paying him. Still, 
he has a very acute class consciousness and a pride which makes 
him prefer the sack rather than crawling before employers who 
take advantage of the situation. It is, in fact, not clear when the 
book was actually written, possibly at the beginning of the war: 

These last lines are being written at a time when the storm-clouds of war 
have burst over Europe. The social implications of such experiences as 
have been here recounted may seem no longer relevant in the face of 
the more dramatic social danger. But there is a very definite link 
between unemployment and war. The anarchic social forces producing 
the one produce also, as a direct result, the other. 24 

This, of course, corroborates the line of reasoning followed by 
Hannington in The Problem of the Distressed Areas: unemployment 
leads to fascism, and fascism leads to war. Even though this was 
very much the line which the Left Book Club defended before the 
war, one likely conjecture is that Victor Gollancz kept the book 
until the end of the war in order not to demolish the morale-
boosting efforts of the War Cabinet. Mter May 1940, and espe-
cially after June 1941, anything which reminded the country of its 
acute class divisions would impede the war effort. 

This was not the first personal testimony by a 'real working 
man' that the Club had published. In June 1939, the selection 
included These Poor Hands: The Autobiography ofa Miner Working in 
South Wales by B. L. Coombes. Strictly speaking, however, the 
theme of the book was not unemployment, but the degradation of 
the conditions of work and living of the miners since 1918. 
Describing the introduction of machinery in the mid-r920s at a 

23 Cohen, I Was One ofthe Unemployed, 132. 24 Ibid. 243. 
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coalface which had not been designed for it and was therefore far 
too small to accommodate both the men and the coal-cutting 
apparatus, he writes: 

I should gladly prefer three months in gaol, if I had the choice, to 
another three months under those conditions. There were days when I 
hoped that an accident would happen to me so that I would be crippled 
enough not to have to work there again. At the end of three months they 
decided that it would not be suitable to use machines there for awhile 
[sic], and I was unemployed once again, and could have been sorrier.25 

In other words, Coombes raises another aspect of the question. 
We saw that Cohen was prepared to face the sack, and inevitable 
unemployment, rather than accept humiliation from an employer. 
Here, Coombes seems to suggest that unemployment could be 
preferable to some excruciatingly hard work. In his book, 
Coombes also shows the financial consequences of the underem-
ployment which characterized the coal industry from the mid-
rg2os: 

It often happened that we would not know that there was no work until 
we got on the colliery, and we had our journey for nothing and bus fare 
to pay .... All that spring I was working but was not a penny better off 
than ifl had been on the dole; while the men with big families and who 
had a shilling a day bus fare to pay were losing money every week by 
working.26 

Thus, if the consequences of unemployment form the theme of 
Cohen's book, it is the fear of underemployment that permeates 
These Poor Hands. Hallway through the book, Coombes has that 
cri de cœurs. 'What a help it would be if the Labour Exchange man-
agers had all suffered a long spell of unemployment themselves, 
and if the fear of it was not completely removed from their 
minds!'27 

The discourse of despair on the part of the 'real working 
people' who had suffered from unemployment or underemploy-
ment before the war remained the same from Coombes in 1939 to 
Cohen in 1945. Likewise, if we turn to 'outsiders' and 'commen-
tators', it could easily be demonstrated that there was a perfect 
continuity between the description given of Jarrow by Ellen 
Wilkinson in 1939 and that of the mining districts given by Margot 

25 B. L. Coombes, 1hese Poor Hands: The Autobiography ofa Miner Working in South Wales 
(London, 1939), 193. 26 Ibid. 215. 27 Ibid. 150.
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Heinemann in Britain's Coal in May 1944. In this respect, it could 
be argued that the representations of the unemployed in the Left 
Book Club did not vary, projecting an undiluted image of doom 
and gloom. 

Something had changed, however, in the other books published 
by the Club. If we take a typical 1944 selection, Rebuilding Britain: 
A Twenty Year Plan by Sir Ernest Simon (later 1st Baron Simon of 
Wythenshawe), then a Liberal (he was to join Labour in 1946), it 
is clear from the beginning of the book that post-war govern-
ments, even with the Conservatives, are considered as potential 
allies in the fight against unemployment. Simon specifically refers 
to the 1944 White Paper on Employment, quoting the famous pre-
amble: 'The Government accept as one of their primary aims and 
responsibilities the maintenance of a high and stable level of 
employment after the war.'28 This is, of course, in total contrast 
to the pre-war Left Book Club selections, which all saw absolutely 
no hope in the Conservative-dominated National Government. 
Arguably, therefore, the discourse of protest of 1939 had become 
a discourse of warning in 1945. Max Cohen's book of October 
1945, I Was One of the Unemployed, had become 'history'. It was 
history with a warning, of course: 'Never Again', but history all 
the same in the context of Labour's 'five shining years', which 
hopefully were only just beginning and would last forever. 
Appropriately, the Left Book Club was terminated with The 
Meaning ofMarxism by G. D. H. Cole (October 1948). Whether one 
believes or not that by then the Club had outlived its usefulness as 
a channel of protest, the fact remains that the disappearance of 
unemployment and the capital which the Left Book Club could 
make by its many-sided representations of it before and during 
the war certainly deprived the Club of one of its mainstays. 

28 Emest Simon, Rebuilding Britain: A Twenty Year Plan (London, 1944), 21. 




