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Karl Borchardt
Late Medieval Indulgences for the Hospitallers
and the Teutonic Order

1 Spiritual Rewards for Holy Wars

During the Middle Ages protecting good Christians against enemies of the faith was
clearly considered to be an expression of caritas and thus not only a licit but a
meritorious religious task. Especially crusades to the Holy Land were thought to
protect pilgrims travelling to Jerusalem and back. Of course crusaders used violence,
shed blood and killed human beings, but this was not really regarded as an argument
against such warfare.¹ From its very beginnings in the 1090s fighting to defend the
Holy Land was held to be an act of piety and was therefore closely connected with
spiritual rewards for the participants. What Urban II exactly promised to those who
joined the expeditio to liberate the eastern Christians and the Terra Sancta is a matter
of debate for two reasons. In the first place, there is a problem with the sources,
because Urbanʼs sermon is only extant in chronicles with somewhat different versions
and because the decrees of the 1095 synod of Clermont are not known in their full
form.² Secondly, in about 1100 the exact nature of spiritual rewards had not yet been
discussed in a systematic approach by scholastic theologians and the procedure of
confession, penitence, remission and reconciliation had not yet been reshaped in the
light of the new scholastic theology.³ Until the end of the eleventh century the years

1 Jonathan Ri ley -Smith, Crusading as an Act of Love, in: id ., Crusaders and Settlers in the Latin
East, Aldershot 2008, article VI, pp. 177–192. In a similar way military interventions are today someti-
mes justified as protecting human rights. – Many thanks are due to Anthony Luttrell (Bath) who care-
fully checked this paper, both its language and its contents; all remaining errors are the sole responsi-
bility of the author.
2 AneL. Bysted, The TrueYear of Jubilee: Bernard of Clairvaux onCrusade and Indulgences, in: Jason
T.Roche/ JanusMøller Jensen (Eds.), TheSecondCrusade.HolyWar on thePeriphery of LatinChris-
tendom, Turnhout 2015 (Outremer. Studies in the Crusades and the Latin East 2), pp. 35–49; Robert
Somervi l le, The Crusade in the Councils of Urban II beyond Clermont, in: Susan B. Edgington/
Luis García-Guicharro (Eds.), Jerusalem the Golden. The Origins and Impact of the First Crusade,
Turnhout 2014 (Outremer 3), pp. 89–100; Paul E. Chevedden, Canon 2 of the Council of Clermont
(1095) and the Crusade Ingulgence, in: AnnuariumHistoriae Conciliorum 37,2 (2005), pp. 253–322. For
the controversy, cf. also Hans EberhardMayer, Geschichte der Kreuzzüge, Stuttgart 102005, p. 341 note
16, pp. 376–378 note 125; and now Ane L. Bysted, The Crusade Indulgence. Spiritual Rewards and the
Theology of the Crusades, c. 1095–1216, Leiden 2015 (History of Warfare 103), pp. 17–74.
3 Bysted, Crusade Indulgence (see note 2), pp. 75–205; Henry Charles Lea, A History of Auricular
Confession and Indulgences in the Latin Church, 3 vols., London 1896 (reprint 2005), vol. 1, pp. 3–95;
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and days mentioned as a reward for good works meant penance to be enacted by
the sinner before his reconciliation, and their remission meant a shortening of such
penances in this life. By the end of the twelfth century the years and days meant
punishment to be endured by the sinner after the absolution which was now already
granted at confession, and their remission meant a shortening of such punishments
after death. For expeditiones to the Holy Land and for similar warfare the two phrases
plena remissio iniuncte penitentie and plena remissio peccatorum were unfortunately
used interchangeably, yet both remissiones were obviously very valuable.⁴ So the
great popularity of the crusades from 1095 onwards can only be explained by both
social pressure and by the sheer scope of the promised remissiones, although it may
be somewhat premature to speak of plenary indulgences in the later sense. Already
at the end of the eleventh century liberating and defending the Holy Land was clearly
more rewarding than ordinary pious works such as collecting alms for building or
maintaining churches, monasteries or hospitals.

Beginning in the second half of the eleventh century and especially through the
twelfth- and thirteenth- centuries institutions financing themselves by appealing to
the faithful developed a whole industry of nuntii or questuariiwho travelled Christian
countries to collect alms and promised spiritual rewards or indulgences in return.
Examples were the hospice on the Great St. Bernard Pass, St-Antoine-en-Viennois,
the hospice at Altopascio near Lucca or, most prominently, Santo Spirito in Sassia
near the Vatican in Rome.⁵ After the Latin conquest of 1099, ecclesiastical institu-
tions in Jerusalem such as the Holy Sepulchre, the Hospitallers and the Templars
followed suit and sent nuntii or questuarii to the west. Their promises could be fairly
grand, remission of all sins and the same rewards as for those who worked in or
for Jerusalem: „… ut sint liberati a cunctis peccatis suis … et damus talem partem
in benefactis sancte Iherusalem illis, qui eum receperint, qualem nos desideramus
adipisci a domino Ihesu Christo.“⁶ Between 1139 and 1143 Pope Innocent II granted a

Nikolaus Paulus, Geschichte des Ablasses im Mittelalter, 3 vols., Paderborn 1922/23 (Darmstadt
22000), vol. 1, pp. 120–335, on crusade indulgences especially, pp. 195–211; Robert W. Shaffern, The
Medieval Theology of Indulgences, in: Robert N. Swanson (Ed.), Promissory Notes on the Treasury
of Merits. Indulgences in Late Medieval Europe, Leiden-Boston MA 2006 (Brillʼs Companions to the
Christian Tradition 5), pp. 11–36.
4 Bysted, Crusade Indulgence (see note 2), pp. 75f., 82–85, 177f.
5 Anna Esposi to/Andreas Rehberg (Eds.), Gli ordini ospedalieri tra centro e periferia, Giornata di
studio, Roma, Istituto Storico Germanico, 16 giugno 2005, Roma 2007 (Ricerce dellʼIstituto Storico Ger-
manico di Roma 3), with both general surveys and studies on particular institutions such as Altopascio
and Santo Spirito in Sassia. This industry continued after 1300 throughout the laterMiddle Ages; cf. for
example Andreas Rehberg, Nuntii, questuarii, falsarii. Lʼospedale di S. Spirito in Sassia e la raccolta
delle elemosine nel periodo avignonese, in: Mélanges de lʼÉcole française de Rome, Moyen Âge 115
(2003), pp. 41–132.
6 Anthony Luttre l l, A Jerusalem Indulgence, 1100/3, in: Helen J. Nicholson (Ed.), On the Margins
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remission of the seventh part of the iniuncta penitentia to all those who made dona-
tions each year to the Hospitallers, and in 1144 Pope Celestine II extended this to the
Templars. In the mid-thirteenth century, however, some questuarii of the Hospital
in Franconia proudly advertised: „… dimidiam partem cottidianorum et septimam
partem capitalium indulgemus delictorum“.⁷

The spiritual rewards for defending and supporting the Holy Land received their
final form on the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215, c. 71,⁸ and were repeated by the
general councils at Lyons in 1245 and in 1274. Participants were awarded full remission
of sins, even if they only paid for a fighter or if they did not go on their own costs but
were paid for this by others. Lesser support for the Holy Land would be rewarded
with proportionally smaller spiritual gains:

„… omnibus, qui laborem propriis personis subierint et expensis, plenam suorum pecca-
minum, de quibus liberaliter fuerint corde contriti et ore confessi, veniam indulgemus et in
retributione iustorum salutis eterne pollicemur augmentum. Eis autem, qui non in personis
propriis illuc accesserint, sed in suis dumtaxat expensis iuxta facultatem et qualitatem suam
viros idoneos destinarint, et illis similiter, qui licet in alienis expensis, in propriis tamen
personis accesserint, plenam suorum concedimus veniam peccatorum. Huius quoque remissio-
nis volumus et concedimus esse participes iuxta qualitatem subsidii et devotionis affectum
omnes, qui ad subventionem ipsius Terre de bonis suis congrue ministrabunt aut consilium
et auxilium impenderint opportunum.“⁹

Founded in the twelfth and thirteenth century, the military-religious orders organized
the collection of alms on behalf of the Holy Land. In return their nuntii or questuarii
promised to their supporters the same extraordinary spiritual rewards due for defen-
ding the Terra Sancta. People who made donations to the military-religious orders
or visited their churches were promised similar rewards.¹⁰ Yet the papacy and the

of Crusading. The Military Orders, the Papacy and the Christian World, Farnham 2011 (Crusades, Sub-
sidia 4), pp. 5–12.
7 Karl Borchardt, Spendenaufrufe der Johanniter aus dem 13. Jahrhundert, in: Zeitschrift für bayeri-
sche Landesgeschichte 56 (1993), pp. 1–61, here pp. 3, 32–35; cf. also id., Two Forged Thirteenth-Cen-
tury Alms-Raising Letters used by the Hospitallers in Franconia, in: Malcolm Barber (Ed.),
Fighting for the Faith and Caring for the Sick, Aldershot 1994 (The Military Orders 1), pp. 52–56.
8 Jessalynn L. Bird, Innocent III, Peter the Chanters Circle, and the Crusade Indulgence: Theory, Im-
plementation, and Aftermath, in: Andrea Sommerlechner (Ed.), Innocenzo III. Urbs et orbis. Atti
del Congresso internazionale, Roma, 9–15 settembre 1998, Roma 2003 (Nuovi studi storici 55), vol. 1,
pp. 503–524.
9 Ad liberandam Terra Sanctam. Conciliorum oecomenicorum decreta, ed. by Giuseppe Alber igo et
al., Bologna 31973, pp. 270f., cf. also ibid., pp. 301, 312; Dekrete der Ökumenischen Konzilien, ed. by
Josef Wohlmuth, vol. 2, Paderborn 2000, pp. 270f., 301, 312.
10 Bysted, Crusade Indulgence (see note 2), pp. 156–199. For the Teutonic Order, cf. Axel Ehlers, Die
Ablasspraxis des DeutschenOrdens imMittelalter, Marburg 2007 (Quellen und Studien zur Geschichte
des Deutschen Ordens 64), pp. 20–50.
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bishops feared an inflation of unlimited indulgences that would make the spiritual
rewards for crusades less and less valuable. So the Fourth Lateran Council, c. 62,
decreed in 1215 that indulgences should follow the example of the Roman pontiffs and
remit only one year de iniunctis penitentiis at the consecration of a cathedral church
and only 40 days for the anniversaries of such consecrations: „… cum dedicatur
basilica, non extendatur indulgentia ultra annum, sive ab uno solo sive a pluribus
episcopis dedicetur, ac deinde in anniversario dedicationis tempore quadraginta dies
de iniunctis penitentiis indulta remissio non excedat.“¹¹

Many indulgences granted even lesser remissions. In 1226, for example, Ho-
norius III remitted only 20 days de iniuncta penitentia to all those who visited the
Hospitaller Convent (in Acre) and gave alms to the sick in its hospital on 24 June
each year.¹² Yet it was the habit to add up the indulgences issued by single bishops.
In this way single churches could boast of greater remissions.¹³ In about 1260 the
military-religious orders in Acre advertised the following indulgences: the Hospital-
lers eight years, for visiting the sick in their hospital 40 days and for participating
in their procession on Sundays six quarantines, i. e. six times 40 days, the Templars
four years and 120 days, the Teutonic Knights four years and 100 days.¹⁴

In view of their solemn vows of profession the members of the military-religious
orders were themselves unable to take the crusading vow, because such an additional
obligation would have been incompatible with the vow of obedience to their superiors
in the order. Nevertheless, both members and supporters of the military-religious
orders fought against enemies of the faith and received from the popes indulgences
similar to those granted to crusaders.¹⁵ In 1290 Nicholas IV issued three charters to

11 Cum ex eo quod: Conciliorum oecomenicorum decreta, ed. by Alber igo (see note 9), pp. 263f.;
Dekrete der Ökumenischen Konzilien, ed. by Wohlmuth (see note 9), pp. 263f. This decree became
X 5.38.14: Corpus Iuris Canonici, ed. by Emil Fr iedberg, vol. 2, Leipzig 1881, col. 889.
12 Lateran 13 December 1226, Quoniam ut ait: Cartulaire général de lʼordre des Hospitaliers de S. Jean
de Jérusalem (1100–1310), ed. by Joseph Delavi l le Le Roulx, vol. 2, Paris 1897, p. 357 no. 1849. There
are sixteenth-century copies claiming thatHonorius III promised full venia peccatorum to all thosewho
visited Hospitaller churches and oratoria throughout the world three times per week in the Quadrage-
sima on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and in general on the feast of their patron, usually 24 June,
Lateran 21 January 1217, cf. ibid., p. 210 no. 1535.
13 Alexander Seibold, Sammelindulgenzen. Ablaßurkunden des Spätmittelalters und der Früh-
neuzeit, Köln 2001 (Archiv für Diplomatik, Schriftgeschichte, Siegel- und Wappenkunde, Beiheft 8),
pp. 181–190.
14 Fabio Romanini /Beatrice Salet t i (Eds.), I Pelrinages communes, i Pardouns de Acre e la crisi del
regno crociato. Storia e testi, Padova 2012, pp. 143–156, here p. 143, 150f. nos. 4, 23, 27 (Teutonic Order,
Templars, Hospitallers); for the date ibid., pp. 87f.
15 On the problem, cf. Judith Bronste in, Caring for the Sick or Dying for the Cross? The Granting of
Crusade Indulgences to the Hospitallers, in: Karl Borchardt /Nikolas Jasper t /Helen J. Nicholson
(Eds.), The Hospitallers, the Mediterranean and Europe. Festschrift for Anthony Luttrell, Aldershot
2007, pp. 39–46 here p. 39, note 1 with the phrase „illa peccatorum suorum venia, que crucesignatis a
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the brethren of the Hospital, of the Temple and of the Teutonic Order respectively and
awarded them the full crusade indulgence, though only if and as long as they actually
fought for the defence of the Holy Land.¹⁶ This continued after the loss of Acre in
1291. In 1295 Boniface VIII confirmed to the Templars on Cyprus the same privileges
and indulgences they had enjoyed whilst residing in the kingdom of Jerusalem.¹⁷

2 Late Medieval Indulgences

The arguments outlined here are essential for the present paper which will focus
on late medieval indulgences¹⁸ for the two major military-religious orders surviving
outside Iberia after the suppression of the Templars in 1307–1312, the Hospitallers
and the Teutonic Knights. From the thirteenth to the early sixteenth century both
orders in particular and the faithful in general were confronted with an entirely
new situation in many respects. After the fall of Acre in 1291 no general crusade
actually tried to recover the Holy Land, and the orders moved to other regions.
Moreover, to satisfy the demands of the faithful for the spiritual advantages of crusade
indulgences, jubilees and similar plenary indulgences began to be granted. Jubilees
were introduced by Boniface VIII in 1300 for visiting Rome. They were inspired by
the Old Testament¹⁹ and offered „non solum plenam et largiorem, immo plenissimam

sede apostolica est indulta“, from the doubtful document issued by Honorius III in 1217 (see note 12);
Anthony Luttre l l, TheMilitary Orders. Further Definitions, in: Sacra Militia 1 (2000) = id., Studies on
the Hospitallers after 1306. Rhodes and the West, Aldershot 2007 (Variorum Collected Studies Series
874), article II, pp. 5–10, here p. 7 with the grant of „illa indulgentia generalis, qua ceteris fidelibus pro
subventione illius terre [sc. sancte] providimus“ from a document issued by Lucius III in 1184.
16 „… vobis in ultramarinis partibus moram trahentibus apostolica auctoritate concedimus, ut privi-
legio, quod crucesignatis transeuntibus in Terre Sancte subsidium a sede apostolica concessum esse
dinoscitur, gaudeatis.“ Orvieto 23 October 1290, Dignum arbitramur: Cartulaire général, ed. by Dela-
v i l le Le Roulx (see note 12), vol. 3, Paris 1899, p. 575 no. 4127; Les registres deNicolas IV, ed. by Ernest
Langlois, Paris 1886–1893, p. 536 nos. 3450–3452.
17 „… ut vos in predicto regni Cypri ad custodiam eiusmorantes illis libertatibus, immunitatibus, pri-
vilegiis, remissionibus et indulgentiis apostolicis tam spiritualiter quam temporaliter, quousque Ter-
ram Sanctam recuperari contingerit, gaudeatis, quibus gaudebatis hactenus in regno Ierosolimitano
personaliter commorantes.“ Anagni 21 July 1295: Bullarium Cyprium, vol. 2: Papal Letters Concerning
Cyprus 1261–1314, ed. by Christopher Schabel, Nicosia 2010, pp. 201f. no. o–12.
18 Paulus, Geschichte desAblasses (see note 3), vol. 1, pp. 195–211, vol. 2, pp. 25–60, 265–291; Robert
N. Swanson, Indulgences in Late Medieval England: Passports to Paradise?, Cambridge 2007.
19 Ludwig Hödl, Die Glosse des Kardinal Johannes Monachus zur Ablaß-Epistel „Antiquorum“, in:
Medioevo. Rivista di storia della filosofiamedievale 26 (2001), pp. 161–202; Gregorio Piaia, Il Giubileo
nella Storia delle Idee, in: Studia Patavina 46 (1999), pp. 313–490; Raffaello Morghen, Bonifacio VIII
e il giubileo del 1300 nella storiografia moderna, Roma 1975.
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omnium suorum … veniam peccatorum“.²⁰ Up to 1500 there were seven or eight
jubilees which had political and economic motives but also satisfied spiritual needs
that were no longer covered by crusade indulgences.²¹

At the same time similar plenary indulgences were offered for visiting various
places recommended for worship such as Portiuncula or Loreto. The chapel of Porti-
uncula near Assisi received its plenary indulgence allegedly from Honorius III before
Francis of Assisi died there in 1226. In fact, this plenary indulgence is attested only
from after the Second Council of Lyons in 1274.²² It was similar to the jubilees and to-
gether with them it became popular as a kind of replacement for crusade indulgences.
During the great schism of 1378 the Portiuncula indulgence began to be granted ad
instar to other Franciscan churches, and in 1480 Sixtus IV extended it to all Fran-
ciscan churches.²³ The alleged house of the Virgin from Nazareth in Loreto received
limited indulgences from Gregory XI in 1375 for ten years, followed by similarly limi-
ted indulgences from Urban VI in 1387 and Boniface IX in 1389; plenary indulgences
were only conceded by Paul II in 1470 with limited duration, in 1471 without such
limitation, and again by Sixtus IV in 1476 when the popeʼs nephew Girolamo Basso
della Rovere was the local bishop of Macerata and Recanati.²⁴

20 Romenear St. Peterʼs 22 February 1300,Antiquorumhabet fida relatio: Bullariumanni sancti, ed. by
Hermanus Schmidt, Roma 1949 (Pontificia universitas Gregoriana. Textus et documenta in usus ex-
ercitationum et praelectionum academicarum, Series theologica 28), pp. 33f.
21 Gary Dickson, The Crowd at the Feet of Pope Boniface VIII. Pilgrimage, Crusade and the First
Roman Jubilee (1300), in: Journal of Medieval History 25 (1999), pp. 279–307.
22 Roberto Paciocco, „Tantum sufficit mihi verbum vestrum“. I Frati Minori, il Perdono di Assisi
e le indulgenze, in: Maria Stuiber /Michele Spadaccini (Eds.), Bausteine zur deutschen und ita-
lienischen Geschichte. Festschrift zum 70. Geburtstag von Horst Enzensberger, Bamberg 2014 (Schrif-
ten aus der Fakultät Geistes- und Kulturwissenschaften der Otto-Friedrich-Universität Bamberg 18),
pp. 279–299, here pp. 291–298; for a critical but still Franciscan point of view, cf. Stefano Brufani,
Il diploma del vescovo Tebaldo dʼAssisi per lʼindulgenza della Porziuncola, in: Franciscana 2 (2000),
pp. 43–136, 215–224, and id., Il dossier sullʼindulgenza della Porziuncola, in: id . (Ed.), Assisi anno
1300, Perugia 2002 (Medioevo francesco, Saggi 6), pp. 209–247; cf. also Roberto Rusconi, Dal sepol-
cro di Francesco allʼindulgenza della Porziuncola, in: Francesco dʼAssisi. Storia e arte. Catalogo della
mostra di Assisi – Sacro Convento – per la Celebrazione dellʼVIII Centenario della nascita di S. Fran-
cesco dʼAssisi, Milano 1982, pp. 159–167.
23 Datedbut still useful are Paulus, Geschichte desAblasses (see note 3), vol. 2, pp. 312–322; Raphael
M. Huber, The Portiuncula Indulgence from Honorius III to Pius IX, New York 1938; Michael Bihl,
Bibliographia, in: Archivum Franciscanum Historicum 33 (1940), pp. 199–210.
24 Floriano Grimaldi, La chiesa di Santa Maria di Loreto nei documenti dei secoli XII–XV, Loreto
1985 (Biblioteca storica lauretana), pp. 104–106no. 12 (1375), pp. 108–110no. 15 (1389,with reference to
1387), pp. 132f. no. 40 (1470), p. 135 no. 42 (1471). Ulysse Cheval ier, Notre-Dame de Lorette. Étude his-
torique sur lʼautenticité de la Santa Casa, Paris 1906 (Bibliothèque liturgique 11), pp. 170–172, 207–209,
215–217; Lucada Monterado, Storia del culto edel pellegrinaggio aLoreto (sec. XIV–XV), Loreto 1979
(Collana del centenario, serie di studi e testi loretani 1), pp. 112–120; Gian Ludovico
Maset t i Zannini, I papi e Loreto, in: Ferdinando Cit ter io /Luciano Vaccaro (Eds.), Loreto.
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The beginning of the great schism in 1378 was followed by a general inflation of
indulgences because the competing popes had to woo their partisans. The number of
years and days granted increased drastically, and so did the indulgences ad instar.²⁵
Instead of one year and 40 days as decreed by the Fourth Lateran Council, two,
three, even ten and more years and the same number of quarantines, i. e. periods of
40 days, became possible, and cardinals usually remitted 100 days.²⁶ Both the Teu-
tonic Knights and the Hospitallers asked for and obtained many of these increased
indulgences for their churches and chapels.²⁷ This was usually done in cooperation
with local bishops, princes or cities. The popularity of indulgences remained unaba-
ted during the whole later Middle Ages. And as long as the revenues were destined
to local churches, there were no reasons for conflicts with local authorities about
collecting monies for allegedly foreign purposes.

This was different, however, with the special indulgence campaigns of the four-
teenth and fifteenth centuries. Here the money was not due to single local churches
but to particular crusades, to the Hospitallers or the Teutonic Order for financing
warfare against enemies of the faith at the borders of Latin Europe. Local bishops,
princes or cities were often suspicious that in this way money was being extracted
from their subjects to further selfish purposes of the orders. Of course they could
not argue that fighting to defend Christians against their enemies was a bad cause,
but they could and did argue that the monies collected were not always used ef-
ficiently to serve the pious purpose. During the twelfth and thirteenth centuries
indulgences similar to those for supporting the Holy Land had already been granted
for fighting against enemies of the faith and of the Church outside the Holy Land,
especially for warfare against Muslims in Iberia, pagans on the Baltic, schismatic
Greeks in the Byzantine Empire or heretics, such as the Albigensians, within Latin
Europe. The crusade indulgences had became formalized as plenary indulgences
under Innocent III (1198–1216) and remained a frequently used tool to financemilitary
campaigns until the sixteenth century. These campaigns could be waged by the
papacy or by other powers, including the Hospitallers and the Teutonic Order. On
the Iberian peninsula fighting against the Moors continued until the fall of Granada

Crocevia religioso tra Italia, Europa e Oriente, Vago di Lavagno 1997 (Quaderni della „Gazzada“ 26),
pp. 245–262, here pp. 246f.
25 Ehlers, Ablasspraxis (see note 10), pp. 76–80; Paulus, Geschichte des Ablasses (see note 3),
pp. 151f. with examples from 1371 and 1377. For the broader concept behind the ad instar indulgen-
ces, cf. Mario Sensi, Monti sacri, transfert di sacralità e santuari ad instar, con appendice di Giovanna
Baldiss in Mol l i, Reliquiario del legno della Sancta Croce e di altre reliquie, in: Antonio Diano/Lio-
nello Puppi (Eds.), Tra monti sacri,,sacri monti‘ e santuari: il caso veneto. Atti del Convegno di studi
Monselice, 1–2 aprile 2005, Monselice 2006 (Carrubio. Collana di storia e cultura veneta 6), pp. 37–75.
26 Paulus, Geschichte des Ablasses (see note 3), vol. 3, pp. 151–168, 226–230; Seibold, Sammelin-
dulgenzen (see note 13), pp. 198f.
27 For the Teutonic Order cf. the lists in Ehlers, Ablasspraxis (see note 10), pp. 416–456.
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in 1492 and beyond, and thus the so-called cruzada, literally the payments for the
crusade, which were granted six times between 1482 and 1491 to the Catholic Kings
Ferdinand and Isabella, gradually became an instrument by which the Iberian crowns
taxed the clergy and the people with papal consent.²⁸

3 Indulgence Campaigns for the Teutonic Order

During the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries the Teutonic Order fought on the Bal-
tic, both in Prussia where the Hochmeister lived and in Livonia which had its own
Landmeister. At the same time the Master and the Convent of the Hospital were based
on Rhodes and fought both in the Aegean and in the eastern Mediterranean.²⁹ The
two major military-religious orders had survived the suppression of the Templars in
1312 by Clement V who had been put under pressure by Philip IV of France. But they
differed in the use of indulgence campaigns. Unlike the Hospitallers, the Teutonic
Knights rarely asked for papal indulgences to finance their wars during the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries. At first glance one might be tempted to explain this as a con-
sequence of the different enemies against whom the Hospitallers and the Teutonic
Knights fought. The Hospitallers had to deal with the Turks in Asia Minor and with
the Mamluks of Egypt. Both of these groups were Muslims and thus undoubtedly
enemies not only of the Roman Church but also of the Christian faith in general.

The Teutonic Order, however, lost its pagan enemies on the Baltic during the
fourteenth century, at the latest in 1386whenGrandDuke Jogaila of Lithuaniamarried
the heiress of Poland and was baptized. From then on the Teutonic Order had great
difficulties in presenting its wars with Lithuania and Poland as being a defence of
Christians against pagans. Both at the Council of Constance and at that of Basel
this was a point of heated controversies.³⁰ In 1466 the Teutonic Order had to accept

28 Patrik J. OʼBanion, The Crusading State. The Expedition for the Cruzada Indulgence from Trent
to Lepanto, in: The Sixteenth Century Journal 44 (2013), pp. 97–116; id ., For the Defence of the Faith?
The Crusading Indulgence in Early Modern Spain, in: Archiv für Reformationsgeschichte 101 (2010),
pp. 164–185; John Edwards, „España es diferente“? Indulgences and the Spiritual Economy in Late
Medieval Spain, in: Swanson (Ed.), Promissory Notes (see note 3), pp. 147–168, here p. 148; José
Goñi Gaztambide, Historia de la bula de la cruzada en España, Vitoria 1958. Cf. the papal bull of
10 August 1482 and the comments of the chronicler Fernando del Pulgar in: Documents on the Later
Crusades, 1274–1580, ed. by Norman Housley, Basingstoke 1996 (Macmillan Documents in History),
pp. 156–164.
29 Id ., The Later Crusades, 1274–1580. From Lyons to Alcazar, Oxford 1992, pp. 204–233 (on the
Templars and the Hospitallers), pp. 322–375 (on the Baltic); Aziz S. At iya, The Crusade in the Later
Middle Ages, London 1938 (reprint New York 1965), pp. 281–479.
30 Stefan Kwiatkowski, Der Deutsche Orden im Streit um Polen-Litauen. Eine theologische Kon-
troverse auf dem Konzil von Konstanz (1414–1418), Stuttgart 2000 (Beiträge zur Friedensethik 32); Jo-
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a humiliating peace treaty with Poland-Lithuania. Later on Hochmeister Hans von
Tiefen (1490–1497) even agreed to fight together with Poland-Lithuania in Podolia
against the Tartars from the Crimea and against the Ottoman Turks. Yet already in
the fourteenth century, before the Lituanians were formally converted to Christianity
in 1386 and united with Poland, the frequent Preußenreisen of nobles not only from
Central but also from Western Europe did not involve special new indulgences.³¹

Instead, the Teutonic Order still relied on privileges granted by Innocent IV and
Alexander IV in the mid-thirteenth century. In 1243 and 1245 Innocent IV had decreed
that fighting in Prussia and Livonia deserved the same spiritual rewards as crusa-
ding in the Holy Land: „… iuxta quantitatem subsidii et devotionis affectum illam
indulgentiam idemque privilegium elargimur, que transeuntibus et subvenientibus
in Terre Sancte subsidium conceduntur.“³² In 1257 Alexander IV promised to all bre-
thren of the Teutonic Order in Prussia and in Livonia the same kind of indulgences
awarded by the Fourth Lateran Council of 1215 to those who would go and support
the Holy Land: „… vobis universis et singulis vere penitentibus et confessis, quam-
diu in Pruscie / Livonie servitio manetis, illam concedimus veniam peccatorum, que
transeuntibus in Terre Sancte subsidium a sede apostolica in generali concilio est
concessa.“ This decree was copied time and again in the Teutonic Order during the
fourteenth century.³³ So the Teutonic Order just continued fighting pagans on the

hannes Helmrath, Das Basler Konzil 1431–1449. Forschungsstand und Probleme, Köln 1987 (Kölner
Historische Abhandlungen 32), pp. 264–270; Hartmut Boockmann, Johannes Falkenberg, der Deut-
sche Orden und die polnische Politik. Untersuchungen zur politischen Theorie des späteren Mittel-
alters, Göttingen 1975 (Veröffentlichungen des Max-Planck-Instituts für Geschichte 45); Kurt Forst -
reuter, Eine polnischeDenkschrift auf demKonzil vonBasel, in: Zeitschrift für Ostforschung 21 (1972),
pp. 684–696; Bernhart Jähnig, Johann von Wallenrode O. T. Erzbischof von Riga, königlicher Rat,
Deutschordensdiplomat und Bischof von Lüttich im Zeitalter des Schismas und des Konstanzer Kon-
zils (um 1370–1419), Bad Godesberg 1970 (Quellen und Studien zur Geschichte des Deutschen Ordens
24).
31 Werner Paravic ini, Die Preußenreisen des europäischen Adels, vol. 1, Sigmaringen 1989
(Beihefte der Francia 17,1), p. 24 note 25 announces a chapter („Bd. 2 Kap. IX“) on the privileges enjoyed
by participants which was never published as vol. 2 (1995) stops with chapter VIII. But cf. Ehlers, Ab-
lasspraxis (see note 10), pp. 50–76.
32 Anagni 23 September 1243, Qui iustis causis: Preußisches Urkundenbuch, Politische Abtheilung,
vol. 1,1, ed. by Rudolf Phi l ippi /Carl Peter Wölky, Königsberg/Preußen 1882, pp. 111f. no. 146; „… il-
lam indulgentiam idemque privilegium concederemus eisdem, que Ierosolimam euntibus concedun-
tur …“, Lyons 13 August 1245, De negotio Pruscie: ibid., pp. 124f. no. 168.
33 Viterbo 11 July 1257, De fervore sincerissime: Preußisches Urkundenbuch, Politische Abtheilung,
vol. 1,2, ed. by August Seraphim, Königsberg/Preußen 1909, p. 9 no. 15; Liv-, Est- und Kurländisches
Urkundenbuch nebst Regesten, vol. 1,6, ed. by Friedrich Georg von Bunge, Riga 1873 (reprint Aalen
1974), col. 621, no. 3183; Liv-, Est- und Kurländisches Urkundenbuch, vol. 2,3, ed. by Hermann Hilde-
brand et al., Riga 1914 (reprintAalen 1981), p. 664no. 911 (Alexander IV. RO); cf. Ehlers, Ablasspraxis
(see note 10), pp. 379f. Cf. also Luttre l l, TheMilitary Orders (see note 15), pp. 7f.; Jürgen Sarnowsky,
Der Johanniterorden und die Kreuzzüge, in: Franz J. Felten/Nikolas Jasper t (Eds.), Vita Religiosa im



204 | Karl Borchardt

Baltic from the thirteenth century onwards without exploiting a new development
which the Hospitallers were eager to embrace, that is the financing of military cam-
paigns and of castle building by special indulgences valid for a fixed period of time,
usually for several years.

4 The Two Livonian Indulgences

It was only in 1503 and 1506 that the Teutonic Order in Livonia, but not in Prus-
sia, applied for a special papal indulgence to protect Livonia against the Russians.³⁴
Moscowʼs Grand Duke Ivan III (1462–1505) refused to accept the union of the Latin
and the Greek churches decreed by the Council of Florence. So according to canon
law the Muscovites were considered to be stubborn schismatics who were heretics
on account of their stubborness and against whom a crusade with the usual indul-
gences was therefore justified. Furthermore, the preachers of these two indulgences
of 1503 and 1506 did not fail to denounce the Muscovites as allies of the Muslim
Tartars. The background of the conflict, however, had more to do with political and
economic problems than with religion. The conquest of Novgorod by Ivan III in 1478
caused tensions with both Livonia and the Hanseatic League, especially when in
1494 the grand duke closed down and destroyed the Hanseatic counter in Novgorod
in retaliation for the imprisonment of Russian merchants at Dorpat. It was not the
Teutonic Order but the towns of the Hanseatic League which suggested financing
the ensuing war against the Muscovites with the help of an indulgence campaign. In
1496 such an indulgence to defend „tota diocesis Aboensis et demum regnum Svecie
cum terra Livonie et provinciis ei adiacentibus“ was granted by Pope Alexander VI
to the Swedish regent Sten Sture († 1503), because the year before on 30 November
60.000 schismatic Russians had invaded „magnam partem Aboensis diocesis“.³⁵ But
in 1497 Sten Sture was deposed by the Swedish nobility and defeated by King John
of Denmark, Norway and Sweden, and the whole business came to nothing.

Mittelalter. Festschrift für Kaspar Elm zum 70. Geburtstag, Berlin 1999 = id., On the Military Orders in
Medieval Europe. Structures and Perceptions, Farnham 2011 (Variorum Collected Studies Series 992),
article IV, pp. 345–367, here p. 359.
34 For what follows, cf. Ehlers, Ablasspraxis (see note 10), pp. 385–402; Housley, Later Crusades
(see note 29), p. 373 is very brief on these events.
35 To the archbishop of Uppsala and the bishop of Åbo, Rome near St. Peterʼs 22 June 1496: Vetera
monumenta Poloniae et Lithuaniae gentiumque finitimarum historiam illustrantia, ed. by Augustinus
Theiner, vol. 2, Roma 1861 (reprint Osnabrück 1969), p. 262 no. 290; Acta pontificum danica, vol. 5,
ed. by Alfred Krarup/ Johans Lindbæk, København 1913, pp. 155f. no. 3536. Paulus, Geschichte des
Ablasses (see note 3), vol. 3, p. 220 with reference to Leonid Arbusow (see note 42), who claimed that
the papal bull did not reach Sten Sture because it had been detained by the King of Denmark.
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In view of the tension between Sweden and Denmark the Hanseatic League fi-
nally turned toward the Teutonic Order. Both the Livonian Landmeister Wolter von
Plettenberg (1494–1535) and the Archbishop of Riga Michael Hildebrand (1484–1509)
accepted the idea of asking the pope for a special indulgence campaign, and theHoch-
meister Frederick of Saxony (1498–1510) also endorsed it.³⁶ Actual warfare ended in
1502 when an armistice was concluded with Moscow. Only in 1503 did Alexander VI
grant the indulgence for three years,³⁷ and Julius II confirmed it in 1504.³⁸ The in-
dulgence was to be offered in all towns on the sea and of the Hanseatic League
and also in the three ecclesiastical provinces of Riga, Magdeburg and Bremen, in
the exempt diocese of Kammin and in the diocese of Reval. During the three years
all other plenary indulgences were declared to be invalid in the above-mentioned
region, including those of the Hospital of Santo Spirito in Rome. Commissioners to
organize the preaching and collecting of the money were the Hochmeisterʼs chan-
cellor Eberhard Schelle († 1505) for the Empire – here including Northern Germany
and Prussia – and the Hochmeisterʼs secretary Christian Bomhouver for Livonia.³⁹
Although the Empire was much larger and more populous than Livonia, the profits
from the two regions were expected to be more or less equal.

The spiritual graces and the taxes to obtain them followed the example of the
jubilee indulgence of 1500⁴⁰ which was sold in the Empire by the cardinal and papal
legate Raymond Perault († 1505), who had been active from 1486 onwards in the
Empire north of the Alps where he organized special papal indulgence campaigns
against the Turks:⁴¹ There were (1) a plenary indulgence with all privileges and ab-

36 On the background Juhan Kreem, Crusading Traditions and Chivalric Ideals. The Mentality of the
Teutonic Order in Livonia at the Beginning of the Sixteenth Century, in: Crusades 12 (2013),
pp. 233–250.
37 15 February 1503: Liv-, Est- und Kurländisches Urkundenbuch, vol. 2,2, ed. by Hermann Hilde-
brand/Philipp Schwartz /Leonid Arbusow, Riga 1905 (reprint Aalen 1981), nos. 840f.
38 Ibid., nos. 689, 691, 840.
39 Aloys Schulte, Die Fugger in Rom 1495–1523, mit Studien zur Geschichte des kirchlichen Finanz-
wesens jener Zeit, vol. 1, Leipzig 1904, pp. 45f.
40 Rome near St. Peterʼs 28 March 1499, Inter multiplices nostre sollicitudinis, and 20 December 1499,
Inter curas multiplices: Bullarium, ed. by Schmidt (see note 20), pp. 55–62.
41 Norman Housley, Crusading and the Ottoman Threat, 1453–1505, Oxford 2012, pp. 53–56,
171–210; Thomas Vogtherr, Kardinal Raimund Peraudi als Ablassprediger in Braunschweig (1488
und 1503), in: Braunschweigisches Jahrbuch für Landesgeschichte 77 (1996), pp. 151–180; Andreas
Röpcke, Geld und Gewissen. Raimund Peraudi und die Ablaßverkündung in Norddeutschland am
Ausgang des Mittelalters, in: Bremisches Jahrbuch 71 (1992), pp. 43–80; Peter Schmid, Der päpstli-
che Legat Raimund Peraudi und die Reichsversammlungen der Jahre 1500–1503. Zum Prozeß der Ent-
fremdung zwischen Reich und Rom in der Regierungszeit König Maximilians I., in: Erich Meuthen
(Ed.), Reichstage und Kirche. Kolloquiumder Historischen Kommission bei der BayerischenAkademie
der Wissenschaften, München, 9.März 1990, Göttingen 1991, pp. 65–88; Gebhard Mehring, Kardinal
Raimund Peraudi als Ablaßkommissar in Deutschland 1500–1504 und sein Verhältnis zu Maximi-
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solutions as if for a jubilee or for a crusade, which meant a commutation of vows,
compositions for goods acquired without any legal title, absolution in all cases nor-
mally reserved for the pope himself, and so forth; (2) applicability of the indulgences
not only for living persons but also for the souls of deceased persons in purgatory;
(3) the enjoyment for both living and deceased persons of perpetual participation in
all good works of the Church; and (4) for living persons, a licence to obtain a letter of
confession that empowered a confessor of their choice to grant them once in life and
when dying an absolution from all sins plus a plenary indulgence including cases
otherwise reserved for the pope. Several sub-commissioners were appointed, among
them Johann Tetzel († 1519), a Dominican from Leipzig and a professional preacher
of indulgences later to be attacked by Martin Luther. This first indulgence for the
Teutonic Order against the Muscovites yielded at least 30.316 ducats, two thirds for
the order and one third for the apostolic chamber.⁴²

This success encouraged the Teutonic Order to ask Julius II in 1506 to repeat
the same campaign for another three years, but this time in the three ecclesiastical
provinces of Mainz, Cologne and Treves and in the exempt dioceses of Meißen and
Bamberg; again, Christian Bomhouver was to act as commissioner. Northern Germany
and the Baltic regions were excluded from this second indulgence, probably because
the organizers did not expect great revenues from a mere repetition. The Roman
curia was to receive a guaranteed surplus of at least 5.000 ducats.⁴³ Preaching and
collecting continued until 1510. In order to receive the indulgence, one had again to
fight for six months at oneʼs own expense or to pay someone to do so or to give some
monies according to an assessment made by the preacher. Other plenary indulgences
were again suspended in the region for these three years, including those for the Order
of St. Trinity of the Redemption of Captives, for the Hospital of Jerusalem and for the
Hospital of Santo Spirito in Sassia at Rome. Numerous accounts are extant, but they
are incomplete and do not permit any estimate of the overall revenues of this second
indulgence campaign for the Teutonic Order. The Northern German and Baltic lands
of the first campaign had been directly involved in the war with Moscow, unlike

lian I., in: Forschungen und Versuche zur Geschichte des Mittelalters und der Neuzeit. Festschrift
Dietrich Schäfer, Jena 1915, pp. 334–409; Nikolaus Paulus, Raimund Peraudi als Ablaßkommissar,
in: Historisches Jahrbuch 21 (1900), pp. 645–682; Adolf Gott lob, Der Legat Raimund Peraudi, in: His-
torisches Jahrbuch 6 (1885), pp. 438–461; Johannes Schneider, Die kirchliche und politische Wirk-
samkeit des LegatenRaimundPeraudi 1486–1505,Halle a. d. Saale 1882. The family name is sometimes
spelt Péraud.
42 Ehlers, Ablasspraxis (see note 10), p. 392, based upon calculations by Leonid Arbusow, Die Be-
ziehungen des Deutschen Ordens zum Ablaßhandel seit dem 15. Jahrhundert, Göttingen 1909,
pp. 41f.
43 Bologna 22 November 1506: Liv-, Est- und Kurländisches Urkundenbuch, vol. 2,3, ed. by Hilde-
brand (see note 33), pp. 77–86 no. 122. Cf. also Paulus, Geschichte des Ablasses (see note 3), vol. 3,
pp. 220–222.
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the regions in the centre, south and west of Germany during the second campaign.
Because of people outside the Baltic regions being less aware of the war, the net
revenues may have been smaller than those of the first campaign.

Furthermore, the local bishops, princes and towns had grown suspicious about
the proper use of these revenues by the Teutonic Order and had begun to create more
and more difficulties for those who preached and collected the indulgence. Apparent-
ly, some people in the Teutonic Order considered it to be more advantageous to ask
for a share of a papal indulgence campaign than to have an indulgence campaign for
themselves. In 1515 the procurator of the Teutonic Order at the Roman curia Johann
Blankenfeld, from a family of citizens in Berlin,⁴⁴ asked for and obtained from Leo X
a share of St. Peterʼs indulgence – which had been established for building the new
church at St. Peterʼs in Rome by Julius II in 1507 – from the revenues expected in
Scandinavia, Prussia, Livonia, Lithuania and the towns of the Hanseatic League. Yet
based on the experience with the 1506 indulgence the new Hochmeister Albrecht of
Brandenburg (1511–1525) thought the profits would be too small when compared with
the costs and he abstained from making use of this licence.⁴⁵

5 Indulgence Campaigns for the Hospitallers

For the Hospitallers the situation was completely different. Based on Rhodes,⁴⁶ they
were repeatedly involved in greater or smaller conflicts with Muslim enemies. Fur-
thermore, Rhodes was an important stage for pilgrims to the Holy Land and a possible
point of departure for any future crusade to reconquer the Holy Land. The attack on
Rhodes began in 1306. On 5 September 1307 Clement V confirmed the Hospitallers as
possessors of the island of Rhodes they had won from the „schismaticorum Grecorum
infidelitas“.⁴⁷ But the conquest of Rhodes was completed only by 1309.⁴⁸ As late as in

44 On Johann Blankenfeld and his career, cf. Schulte, Die Fugger (see note 39), vol. 2, pp. 143f.
nos. 85f.
45 Ehlers, Ablasspraxis (see note 10), pp. 401f.
46 For the general background, cf. Mike Carr, Merchant Crusaders in the Aegean 1291–1352, Wood-
bridge 2015 (Medieval Warfare); Housley, Later Crusades (see note 29), pp. 214–217.
47 Regestum Clementis papae V, vol. 2, Roma 1885, p. 134 no. 2148; Acta Clementis PP. V, ed. by Ferdi-
nandusM.Delorme/Aloysius L. Tăutu, Città del Vaticano 1955 (Pontificia commissio ad redigendum
codicem iuris canonici orientalium, Fontes III,7,1), pp. 32f. no. 19. Strangely enough, the text does not
mention the Turks who were active as pirates threatening both Rhodes and the adjacent sea routes.
48 Not 1310: Anthony Luttre l l, The Hospitallers and the Papacy, 1305–1314, in: Karl Borchardt /
Enno Bünz (Eds.), Forschungen zur Reichs-, Papst- und Landesgeschichte: Peter Herde zum 65. Ge-
burtstag, vol. 2, Stuttgart 1998 = id., Studies on the Hospitallers (see note 15), article V, pp. 595–622,
here p. 603 with note 39.
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1308 the Hospitallers obtained a special indulgence from Clement V:⁴⁹ Their attack
on Rhodes was not to be a general crusade, a passagium generale as it was termed
at that time, but only a passagium particulare with 5.000 fighting men. Rhodes was
not expressly mentioned in the indulgence which was technically granted simply for
a passagium in Terre Sancte subsidium to be led by the master. The indulgence was
to be valid for five years. The secular clergy were to collect the monies in chests with
three keys, one for the local bishop, one for a procurator of the Hospital and one for
a respectable person in the relevant episcopal city. Each Christian who participated
in person for one year or donated a sum of money equivalent to what he might
spend on one yearʼs participation was to receive a plenary indulgence; if the person
gave less money, the indulgence would decrease accordingly.⁵⁰ In a certain sense the
clauses responded to problems during earlier crusades which had been hampered
by elderly people, women and children who had to be fed and lodged but could not
fight. On the other hand, from a spiritual perspective it was difficult to withhold an
indulgence from faithful and contrite penitents simply because they were unfit to
fight. So the new system created the danger of degrading the crusade indulgence to
a mere financial affair. Therefore special indulgences for such specific purposes were
prolonged or repeated only with care and in exceptional situations.

6 Smyrna

In 1342, however, Pope Clement VI used a special indulgence for a naval operation
which was supposed to be directed against „gentes illorum infidelium paganorum,
que vulgari lingua Turchi vocantur sitientes sanguinem populi Christiani et ad extinc-
tionem catholice fidei hanelantes … cum maxima quantitate lignorum navalium ar-
matorum in partibus Romanie et aliis locis fidelium convicinis“.

The fleet was to be organized by King Hugh IV of Cyprus, the Hospital, the Doge of
Venice and others. The indulgence itself was not clearly defined; it was only said that
it should be the same indulgence as used to be granted to those travelling overseas

49 Regestum Clementis papae V, vol. 3, Roma 1886, pp. 151–165 nos. 2986–2990, pp. 166–168 nos.
2994–2997, pp. 234–236 no. 3219, pp. 386–391 no. 3626, vol. 4, Roma 1886, pp. 47f. no. 3825; esp.
nos. 2987–2990, all dated Poitiers 11 August 1308; Heinrich Finke, Papsttum und Untergang des
Templerordens, 2 vols., Münster 1907, vol. 2, pp. 154–158. For the indulgences, cf. Norman Housley,
The Avignon Papacy and the Crusades: 1305–1378, Oxford 1986, pp. 135–138.
50 Those who gave one half received only half the indulgence. Who gave 24 denarii parvi of Tours on
Good Friday received 24 years. Who gave 12 denari parvi of Tours on another Friday received 12 years.
Who gave 6 denarii parvi on another day received 6 years; one denarius parvus yielded one year, one
half denarius parvus one half year and so on. Those who helped to collect the monies received „unum
annum de iniunctis penitentiis“.
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to support the Holy Land: „… illam suorum peccaminum, de quibus veraciter fuerint
corde contriti et ore confessi, veniam indulgemus, que conceditur tran[s]fretantibus
in subsidium Terre Sancte.“ It was to be valid for three years. In order to gain it,
people had to fight in this expedition for one year or had to pay someone who would
fight there for one year, or had to contribute to this pious purpose according to
their possibilities. The archbishops and bishops were to organize the preaching and
collecting of the subsidies. The moneychests were to have three keys, one held by the
local bishop, one by the priest of the local church or, if it was a collegiate church, by
the local chapter, and the third by a trustworthy layman („penes aliquem probate vite
laicum“).⁵¹ The naval operation, formally under papal leadership, was considered to
be a crusade with all the usual privileges and indulgences. In 1344 the castle of
Smyrna was conquered. Thus the Latin Christians gained control of an important
harbour on the western coast of Asia Minor which Muslim pirates had used against
Christian ships in the Aegean. For defending the terre et loca of the pars Romanie
and of the civitas Smyrnarum against the Turks, in 1359 Pope Innocent VI again
issued a special indulgence which was defined in the same way as in 1343: „… illam
suorumpeccaminum, de quibus veraciter fuerint corde contriti et ore confessi, veniam
indulgemus, que conceditur transfretantibus in subsidium Terre Sancte“.⁵²

Yet in the long run the popes did not want to spend their own money on defen-
ding Smyrna castle. So in 1374 Gregory XI imposed the task of defending that castle
on the Hospitallers who were to receive a share of papal tithes from churches in the
Latin East in order to enable them to protect this important place. When in 1389 an
earthquake severely damaged the fortifications of Smyrna castle these papal tithes
were no longer sufficient to pay for the repairs. Therefore Popes Clement VII and
Benedict XIII, who resided at Avignon and were recognized by the Hospitaller Master
Juan Fernández de Heredia (1376–1396), started to issue special indulgences for the
defence of Smyrna castle in 1390, limited as always to one single year.⁵³ Those who
donated at least 2 florins to the Hospitallers for Smyrna castle were licensed freely to

51 Avignon 1 December 1342, Gustamus amaritudinis calicem: Vetera monumenta historica Hun-
gariam sacram illustrantia, ed. by Augustinus Theiner, vol. 1, Roma 1859, pp. 658–660 no. 985;
Villeneuve 30 September 1343, Insurgentibus contra fidem: Diplomatarium svecanum, Appendix,
Acta pontificum svecica, I. Acta cameralia, ed. by Ludvig Magnus Bååth, vol. 1, Stockholm 1936,
pp. 369–371 no. 337. Cf. Jürgen Sarnowsky, Die Johanniter und Smyrna 1344–1402, in: Römi-
sche Quartalschrift für christliche Altertumskunde und Kirchengeschichte 86 (1991), pp. 215–251,
87 (1992), pp. 47–98; Carr, Merchant Crusaders (see note 46), pp. 74–78, 103–118.
52 Avignon 11 May 1359, Dudum anxie cogitantes: Annales ecclesiastici, ed. by Odoricus Raynaldus,
vol. 7, Lucca 1752, pp. 44f.; Angit nos cura propensior and Insurgentibus contra fidem: Deliciae erudi-
torumseuveterumanecdotōnopusculorumcollectanea, ed. by Johannes Lamius, vol. 4, Firenze 1738,
pp. 101–105, 106–111. Cf. Sarnowsky, Johanniter (see note 51), 86 (1991), p. 223.
53 19 April 1390,Miserabilis status civitatis, 10 March 1391,Dudum ad custodiam, 2 January 1392 and 2
May: Sarnowsky, Johanniter (see note 51), 86 (1991), p. 229with note 89, p. 231 (1394), p. 245with note
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chose a confessor who was permitted to grant them „semel tantum in mortis articulo
plenam remissionem“. The Hospitaller Master empowered certain Hospitaller breth-
ren to issue the respective receipts.⁵⁴ During four years the Hospitaller expenditures
for Smyrna and its castle amounted to at least 34.886 florins, or 8.721,5 florins per
annum. The revenues from the indulgence were clearly not enough to cover these
annual costs for Smyrna castle. The Master Juan Fernández de Heredia reacted by
imposing special levies on Western priories and possessions of the order which were
supposed to be 11.200 florins from 1391 onwards, but 20.500 florins from 1394 on-
wards. This money was to be spent on Smyrna but also on the neccessities of the
Rhodian Convent and for the maintenance of the eastern possessions of the order in
general.⁵⁵

7 Bodrum

After defeating and capturing the Ottoman Sultan Bayezid I near Ankara Timur Leng
conquered Smyrna castle in 1402. The Hospitallers had tried to defend it but failed. A
few years later, in 1406, the Hospitaller Master Philibert de Naillac (1396–1412) allied
himself with one of Bayezidʼs sons against other Turks in order to reconquer Smyrna
castle. The attack was a full success. Yet Smyrnaʼs harbour was too important for the
Ottomans themselves. The Hospitallers had to abandon their claims but were given a
small compensation, the site of Bodrum on the coast just opposite their island of Cos.
Bodrum was held by the Hospitallers until they left Rhodes in 1523. For the fortificati-
ons of Bodrum the Hospitallers spent a lot of money– in the early 1430s 10.000 ducats
each year or 15% of the revenues of their orderʼs treasury⁵⁶ – and hoped to mobilize
western support through papal indulgences. When Philibert de Naillac participated

185. Edition at ibid., 87 (1992), pp. 70f. no. 45, Avignon 19 April 1390, and ibid., 87 (1992), p. 74 no. 49,
Avignon 10 March 1391, based on a vidimus in an indulgence for a citizen of Paris on 18 August 1390.
54 Licence for Fr. Pierre de Rive, Preceptor of Orange, Avignon 1 May 1391: Sarnowsky, Johanniter
(see note 51), 87 (1992), p. 75 no. 51. Receipt issued by Fr. Pedro Sánchez, Preceptor of Seville, Seville 15
March 1393: ibid., p. 79 no. 60. Licence for Fr. Francesc Xatmar, Castellan of Amposta, Avignon 20 May
1393: ibid., p. 80 no. 63.
55 „… ad subveniendum festino subsidio perplexis neccessitatibus nostri Rhodi conventus, provi-
dendum deffencionem et custodie terrarum, insularum nostre religionis, civitatis Smyrnarum aliis-
que casibus occurrentibus …“: Sarnowsky, Johanniter (see note 51), 86 (1991), p. 247 and 87 (1992),
pp. 81f. no. 66; Anthony Luttre l l /ElizabethA. Zachar iadou, Sources for TurkishHistory in theHos-
pitallersʼ Rhodian Archive: 1389–1422, Athens 2008, p. 44.
56 Anthony Luttre l l, The Hospitaller Castle at Bodrum after 1407, in: Isabel Cristina Ferre i ra Fer -
nandes (Ed.), Castelos das Ordens Militares. Encontro Internacional 10, 11, 12e 13 de outubre de 2012
– Tomar, Convento de Cristo – Portugal, vol. 2, Lisboa 2013, pp. 155–163, here pp. 157f., note 20. Cf. also
id., English Contributions to the Hospitaller Castle at Bodrum in Turkey: 1407–1437, in: Helen
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in the Council of Pisa in 1409, he procured the necessary papal bulls from Alexander
V, the pope who had been elected during the council in a conclave in which Philibert
de Naillac acted as guardian. The indulgence was to last five years. The conditions
for winning the indulgence were phrased vaguely: Those who helped the Hospital-
lers to defend Bodrum secundum facultates were licensed to choose a confessor who
might grant them „semel tantum in mortis articulo plenam remissionem“, provided
that they themselves or their heirs would help the Hospitallers to fortify and defend
Bodrum. Alexander Vʼs successor John XXIII confirmed this in 1412. It was the Hospi-
tallers themselves who had to organize preaching and collecting. Unsurprisingly, the
pope threatened „fratres ceterosque utriusque sexus, qui ad huiuscemodi percipien-
das elemosynas per magistrum ac fratres fuerint deputati“ with excommunication
if they converted the monies for their own use or for other purposes than those
mentioned in the letters.⁵⁷ Tactfully, the documents forgot to mention that Bodrum
was taken over by the Hospitallers with the consent of an Ottoman ruler and that
it was defended by them against other Turks who were enemies of the Ottomans.
Instead, Alexander V declared that the Hospitallers themselves had conquered and
constructed the castle of St. Peter (at Bodrum) from the Turks about two years ago „vi
armorum, non sine magna strage et effusione sanguinis hominum“ and that they had
spent up to 70.000 florins („usque ad summam septuaginta milium florenorum“) of
their revenues. How the Hospitallers really occupied Bodrum is known only through
the Greek chronicler Doukas who wrote for the Genoese on Lesbos and whose story
is chronologically flawed but gives convincing explanations.⁵⁸

Nicholson (Ed.), The Military Orders, vol. 2: Welfare and Warfare, Aldershot 1998 = id., Studies on
the Hospitallers (see note 15), article IX, pp. 163–172, here pp. 165f.
57 Pisa 30 July 1409, Quia ut ait Apostolus and 30 August 1412: Anthony Luttre l l, The Building of the
Castle of the Hospitallers at Bodrum, in: The Maussolleion at Halikarnassos. Reports of the Danish Ar-
chaeological Expedition to Bodrum, vol. 2: TheWritten Sources and their Archaeological Background,
Aarhus 1986 (Jutland Archaeological Society Publications 15,2) = id., The Hospitaller State on Rhodes
and its Western Provinces, 1306–1462, Aldershot 1999 (Variorum Collected Studies Series 655), arti-
cle VI, pp. 143–161, here p. 146 with notes 29f. Text at Concilia Magnae Britanniae et Hiberniae, ed. by
David Wilkins, vol. 3, London 1737 (reprint Bruxelles 1964), pp. 331f., from an insert in a letter issued
by Archbishop Thomas of Canterbury, Forde 8 June 1410, which confirmed this and added „quadra-
ginta dies indulgentie toties quoties“. There is an original issued by John XXIII, Rome near St. Peterʼs
1410, Laudibus et honore, in Valletta, National Library, Archivum Ordinis Melitensis 13, no. 27: Cata-
logue of the Records of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem in the Royal Malta Library, ed. by Antonio
Zammit Gabarret ta / Joseph Mizzi, vol. 1, Malta 1964, p. 71.
58 Luttre l l , Building of the Castle (see note 57), pp. 144f. Cf. nowDimitris J. Kastr i ts is, The Sons of
Bayezid. Empire Building and Representation in the Ottoman Civil War of 1402–13, Leiden 2007 (The
Ottoman Empire and its Heritage 38).
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8 Indulgences Against Mamluks and Ottomans

The next Hospitaller Master Antoni Fluviá (1421–1437), who had already been Phi-
libertʼs lieutenant on Rhodes during the Masterʼs absence in the west, came from
Catalonia and cooperated closely with Catalan pirates based on both Rhodes and
Cyprus who inflicted heavy losses on Muslim trade in the eastern Mediterranean.
Such provocations induced the Egyptian Mamluks to land on Cyprus in 1426. The
king of Cyprus was defeated, taken prisoner and released only when he promised to
pay an annual tribute to the sultan in Cairo. Mamluk attacks on Rhodes itself followed
in 1440 and in 1444. From 1427 onwards Popes Martin V (1417–1431) und Eugenius IV
(1431–1447) repeatedly issued special indulgences to protect and defend both Cyprus
and Rhodes: In 1427 those who gave subsidies to the Hospitallers, their nuntii or
procuratores were promised a remission of quatuor anni and totidem quadragene
(periods of 40 days) de iniunctis eis penitentiis. In 1429, however, those who gave
such subsidies or who helped them in person were promised a plenary indulgence.⁵⁹
In 1430 this was followed by a series of spiritual rewards valid for five years, a
plenissima peccatorum remissio in articulo mortis especially „adulteriorum et contra
naturam aliorumque libidinosorum actuum et vitiorum cum quibuscumque personis
ubilibet et quandocumque commissorum, necnon iniectionem manuum violentarum
in clericos citra tamen sanguinis effusione, necnon ecclesiarum et aliorum sacrorum
locorum incendiorum et homicidiorum quorumlibet perpetratorum clericosque et
laicos etiam maiori excommunicatione quavis causa excommunicatos“. To this were
added manifest usurers in Italy who had to pay an indemnity of up to 2.000 florenos
auri de camera.⁶⁰ In 1431 Eugenius IV confirmed these spiritual profits promised by his
predecessor to those who died fighting against Saracens or Turks, who participated
in this fighting for at least six months or who donated at least one hundredth of their
properties for this purpose.⁶¹ In 1441 there followed a plenaria remissio peccatorum for
those who visited the priory of Saint-Jean-de-Ségur at Montferrand and contributed

59 Acta Martini P. P. V, ed. by Aloysius M. Tăutu, Città del Vaticano 1980 (Pontificia commissio codici
iuris canonici orientalis recognoscendo, Fontes III,14,2), pp. 988–990 nos. 389, 389a of 13 February
1427 and 5 January 1429, both In speculo militantis ecclesie, Rome at Santi Apostoli. For the general
background, cf. BenjaminWeber, Lutter contre les Turks. Les formes nouvelles de la croisade pontifi-
cale au XVe siècle, Roma 2013 (Collection de lʼÉcole française de Rome 472), pp. 231–254, 292–305.
60 Ibid., pp. 1257–1260 nos. 519, 519a-c of 27 September 1430, Iniunctum nobis, 28 September 1430,
Ad ea apostolce sedis, 15 November 1430, Etsi quibuslibet, 16 December 1430, Inter omnia, all dated in
Rome at Santi Apostoli.
61 Rome near St. Peterʼs 3 April 1431, Dudum siquidem: Acta Eugenii Papae IV (1431–1447), ed. by
Georgius Fedalto, Roma 1965 (Pontifica commissio codici iuris canonici orientalis recognoscendo,
Fontes III,15), pp. 12–14 no. 16.
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„ad parandas, armandas et sustinendas septem galeas“ on behalf of the Master and
Convent at Rhodes.⁶²

In this situation the Hospitallers also sought and obtained papal confirmati-
ons of earlier indulgences dating back to the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Such
confirmations were even granted for forged indulgences allegedly issued by Gre-
gory VIII (1187), Honorius III (1216–1227), Clement IV (1265–1268) and Benedict XI
(1303–1304). Between Nicholas V in 1448 and Innocent VIII in 1486 these forged
indulgences were sometimes confirmed, then revoked and later on again confirmed
with the clause that they were only valid as far as nothing new was granted and exis-
ting indulgences were not changed.⁶³ This must have profoundly confused preachers
and collectors as well as the faithful who were expected to rely on the promised spiri-
tual rewards. In addition Nicholas V (1447–1455) endowed the Hospitallers with parts
of the revenues of his 1450 jubilee indulgence,⁶⁴ especially from France and Cyprus.
For Cyprus, the Master and the Council on Rhodes commissioned two Hospitallers
on 4 June 1451 to collect the monies at Nicosia and, if they thought it necessary, also
at Famagusta. At Nicosia the moneychest was to have four keys, one for the king of
Cyprus, one for the archbishop of Nicosia, one for the Greek metropolitan and one
for the two Hospitallers, Fr. Pierre Aubusson, lieutenant in the preceptory of Cyprus,
later Master of the Order and Cardinal, and Fr. Giacomo da Fossato, Bailliff of St. John
in Nicosia. At Famagusta the moneychest was to have four keys as well, one for the
captain of the city, one for the bishop, one for another trustworthy person and one
for the two Hospitallers, who were empowered to appoint sub-commissioners.⁶⁵ In
1451 the pope launched a special indulgence campaign to support Cyprus for three
years.⁶⁶ The monies were to be collected in the west by a Cypriot nobleman, Paulinus
Chappe.⁶⁷ This time the Hospitallers were not involved.

62 Florence 9 August 1441, Caritatis immense: ibid., p. 449 no. 970.
63 Gregory VIII Religionis vestre, Honorius III Inter cetera, Clement IV Merito vestre devotionis,
Benedict XI Considerantes, then Nicholas V Iniunctum nobis 12 February 1448, Calixtus III 19 June 1455,
28 January 1456, Sixtus IV 25 June 1472 (two times), Innocent VIII 14 July 1486: Paulus, Geschichte des
Ablasses (see note 3), vol. 3, pp. 231–233.
64 Rome near St. Peterʼs 19 January 1449, Immensa et innumerabilia: Bullarium, ed. by Schmidt (see
note 20), pp. 42–44, granting „omnium peccatorum suorum plenissimam indulgentiam“.
65 Documents concerning Cyprus from the Hospitalʼs Rhodian Archives: 1409–1459, ed. by Karl Bor -
chardt /Anthony Luttre l l /Ekhard Schöffler, Nicosia 2011 (Cyprus Research Centre: Texts and
Studies on the History of Cyprus 66), pp. 373–376 nos. 277f.
66 12 August 1451: Karoline Dominika Döring, Türkenkrieg und Medienwandel im 15. Jahrhundert.
Mit einem Katalog der europäischen Türkendrucke bis 1500, Husum 2013 (Historische Forschungen
503), pp. 41–43.
67 Paulus, Geschichte des Ablasses (see note 3), vol. 3, pp. 189, 198f.; Dör ing, Türkenkrieg (see note
66), p. 219, two letters of indulgence or, more correctly, two littere confessionales based on this indul-
gence, printed at Mainz.
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9 The Siege of Rhodes in 1480

After the fall of Constantinople in 1453 the Ottoman threat became the primary con-
cern for Rhodes. The Hospitallers supported the Venetian wars against Mehmed II
(1451–1481). When Venice concluded a peace treaty with the sultan in 1479, Meh-
med attacked Rhodes in 1480.⁶⁸ In the same year his forces also attacked Otranto in
the kingdom of Naples. But both attacks failed. On 3 May 1481 Mehmed II died and
quarrels about the succession broke out between his sons Bayezid II (1481–1512) and
Cem († 1495). This provided the Hospitallers under their Master Pierre dʼAubusson
(1476–1503) with a respite which they used to make great expenditures on improving
the fortifications of the town and harbour of Rhodes according to the latest inventions
of Italian engineers against the rapidly developing fire arms and siege artillery.⁶⁹ The
Ottoman threat to both Rhodes and Otranto persuaded Pope Sixtus IV (1471–1484)
to launch special indulgence campaigns. The difficulty was, however, to synchronize
these campaigns with the rapidly changing military challenges. For Rhodes his bull
was issued on 12 December 1479⁷⁰ with duration until Easter 1481, and a second bull
followed on 4 May 1480⁷¹ with duration until 8 September 1481. The actual Ottoman
siege of Rhodes started only on 22 May 1480.⁷² It proved to be so serious that Sixtus
on 1 July⁷³ and again on 1 September 1480⁷⁴ revoked all other indulgences valid at
the time in order to procure more money for the defence of this Aegean island. Mean-
while on 28 July a general assault of the Ottoman troops on Rhodes was repulsed,

68 TheresaM. Vann/Donald J. Kagay (Eds.), Hospitaller Piety and Crusader Propaganda. Guillaume
Caoursinʼs Description of the Ottoman Siege of Rhodes, 1480, Farnham 2015, with further references
but with no detailed discussion of the indulgences and their revenues. For this, cf. Jan Marr, Kriege
und Seuchen. Spätmittelalterliche Katastrophen und ihre Reflexion in den deutschen Einblattdrucken
von 1460 bis 1520, Trier 2010 (URL: http://ubt.opus.hbz-nrw.de/volltexte/2010/593; 26. 1. 2017),
pp. 71–110. For the background, cf. also Laurent Viss ière/ Jean-Baptist de Vaivre, Tous les deables
dʼenfer. Relations du siège de Rhodes par les Ottomans en 1480, Genève 2014 (Travaux dʼHumanisme
et Renaissance 529).
69 Nicolas Vat in, LʼOrdre de Saint-Jean de Jérusalem, lʼEmpire ottoman et le Méditerranée orientale
entre les deux sièges de Rhodes (1480–1522), Paris 1994 (Collection Turcica 7); Robert Douglas Smith/
Kelly DeVries, Rhodes Besieged. A New History, Stroud 2011; Eric Brockman, The Two Sieges of
Rhodes, 1480–1522, London 1969.
70 Catholice fidei defensionem: Dör ing, Türkenkrieg (see note 66), pp. 244f. Vann/Kagay, Hospital-
ler Piety (see note 68), p. 37 with note 197, state without reference that Sixtus authorized the preaching
of indulgences for Rhodes as early as in 1478.
71 Cunctorum Christifidelium: Dör ing, Türkenkrieg (see note 66), pp. 256–258.
72 Vann/Kagay, Hospitaller Piety (see note 68), pp. 340–345 no. 4. Earlier works sometimes have 23
May: Marr, Kriege (see note 68), p. 73.
73 Quoniam civitas et insula Rhodi: Dör ing, Türkenkrieg (see note 66), p. 258.
74 Pastoris eterni: ibid., pp. 261f.
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and in August the Ottoman armada left the island.⁷⁵ In effect, the bull of 1 September
1480 was no longer needed for Rhodes but Sixtus did not yet know or understand
that when he issued it.

At the same time Otranto experienced a more pressing danger. On 28 July 1480 a
second Ottoman fleet landed near Otranto in Apulia and on 11 August the city had
to surrender. Sixtus IV reacted not only by imposing tithes on the clergy but also
by issuing special indulgences for the defence against the Ottomans in Otranto.⁷⁶
His indulgences of 9 August and again of 4 December 1480 continued to be valid
even after the city had been retaken by Neapolitan forces on 10 September 1481.⁷⁷
The Hospitallers were left empty-handed as their indulgences for Rhodes were now
revoked together with all other similar indulgences.⁷⁸ But it proved to be difficult
to stop indulgence campaigns once they had been set in motion. The Hospitaller
Master had authorized various commissioners throughout Latin Europe, among them
in Germany the Bailiff of Mallorca Fr. Joan de Cardona whose sub-commissioner was
Fr. Rudolf von Werdenberg, in England the Turkopolier Fr. John Kendall.⁷⁹ Other sub-
commissioners could be mendicant friars such as in Bern the local Franciscan lector
Jakob Damp.⁸⁰

Despite the papal revocation these commissioners and sub-commissioners con-
tinued to sell the indulgences and many ordinary people still trusted that the pro-
mised spiritual rewards for their pious donations could be legitimately acquired. For
such Christians who had not known about the revocation and had acted in good faith
Sixtus IV decreed on 27 September 1481 and again on 4 May 1482 that they should
enjoy the spiritual profits as if the indulgences had not been revoked. The monies,
however, were no longer to go to the Hospitallers but the pope claimed them now
for himself. In Augsburg the chronicler Hektor Mülich († 1489/90) noted the Rhodes
indulgence had been preached starting from the vigil of Mary Magdalena, 21 July
1480, for one year and added furiously that the laymen lost a lot of money (it „pracht
uns arm laien umb vil gelts“). He continued that the Rodiser, the Hospitallers, had
taken with them a letter of exchange for about 28.000 florins from Augsburg – a fi-

75 Vann/Kagay, Hospitaller Piety (see note 68), pp. 149–175, 352–361 no. 6.
76 Domini et Salvatoris: Dör ing, Türkenkrieg (see note 66), pp. 265–267, 282. Cf. FrancescoRomaini,
La Curia romana e la crisi dʼOtranto, in: Hubert Houben (Ed.), La conquista turca di Otranto (1480)
tra storia e mito. Atti del Convegno internazionale di studio, Otranto-Muro Leccese, 28–31 marzo 2007,
vol. 1, Galatina 2008 (Università del Salento, Dipartimento dei beni delle arti e della storia, Saggi e testi
41), pp. 211–262, here pp. 231–233.
77 Vere fidei, 15 December 1481: Dör ing, Türkenkrieg (see note 66), p. 291. Weber, Lutter (see note
59), p. 537 draws attention to Fidei catholice defensionem that was issued on 8 August 1480.
78 Maybe Cogimur iubente, 8 April 1481: Dör ing, Türkenkrieg (see note 66), pp. 282f.
79 Ibid., pp. 246–248. Cf. also Robert N. Swanson, Caxtonʼs indulgences for Rhodes, 1480–81, in:
The Library: Transactions of the Bibliographical Society 5,2 (2004), pp. 195–201.
80 Marr, Kriege (see note 68), p. 106.
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gure which we lack the sources to check –, and these monies were a bad investment
because the Hospitallers and the pope began to quarrel and the pope revoked his
indulgence and the whole business turned out to be a swindle („und was übel ange-
legt, dann die Rodiser und der bapst wurden unains, und wolt der bapst die genad
wider aufgehept haben, und was ein halbe bescheisserei“).⁸¹ This incident can be
seen as symptomatic of the general problems caused by special indulgence campai-
gns during the later Middle Ages. Such campaigns needed a complex and expensive
organization of preachers and collectors. It was impossible to stage them without
the consent of local authorities, and they were fairly inflexible since it proved to be
difficult to adjust them to all sorts of new dangers and new purposes held to deserve
pious donations and to merit spiritual rewards. In view of the experiences during the
years from 1479 to 1482 the Hospitallers did not ask for similar campaigns again.

The popes of course continued to support the Hospitallers against the Ottoman
Turks, for example in 1522 when Sultan Süleyman (1520–1566) went in person with a
huge fleet and many soldiers to besiege Rhodes. But now the Hospitallers were only
given direct subsidies from the pope or shares of papal tithes or of general papal in-
dulgences, either for fighting against the Turks or for Jubilees or for St. Peterʼs church
in Rome.⁸² Special indulgence campaigns were not again launched for the Hospital-
lers. All this is documented in the records of the apostolic chamber. So it should be
possible to calculate the profits or, if the documentation is incomplete, to estimate
them. Contrary to the situation of the Teutonic Order in Prussia, however, there are
almost no accounts extant from Hospitaller Rhodes. When the island surrendered in
1523 the Hospitallers were permitted to leavewith some of their moveable properties.⁸³
This included their charters, the registers of their chancery and the minutes of the
Masterʼs council, but any existing accounts of the Orderʼs Treasury or of other offices
were not considered to be important enough to find storage place on the ships on
which the Hospitallers left Rhodes.

81 Die Chroniken der deutschen Städte vom 14. bis 16. Jahrhundert, vol. 22, Die Chroniken der
schwäbischen Städte, Augsburg, vol. 3, Leipzig 1892, p. 266. Paulus, Geschichte des Ablasses (see
note 3), vol. 3, pp. 205–209. Vann/Kagay, Hospitaller Piety (see note 68), p. 37 note 197, mention a
letter of protest against the Rhodes indulgence written by the cathedral chapter of Passau and directed
to Sixtus IV: Göttweig, Stiftsbibliothek, Codex Gottwicensis 510 (455), fols. 1v–5v.
82 On general papal indulgences for crusades in this time, cf. Housley, Crusading (see note 41),
pp. 174–210.
83 Vatin, LʼOrdre de Saint-Jean (see note 69); Smith/DeVries, Rhodes Besieged (see note 69);
Brockman, The Two Sieges (see note 69); James Reston Jr., Defenders of the Faith: Charles V,
Suleyman the Magnificent, and the Battle for Europe, 1520–36, New York 2006; Kenneth Meyer Set -
ton, The Papacy and the Levant (1204–1571), vol. 3: The Sixteenth Century to the Reign of Julius III,
Philadelphia 1984, pp. 203–215, on the events, but with no reference to papal monies or indulgences.
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10 Conclusions

There can be no doubt that indulgences remained popular during the whole later
Middle Ages. For this reason it also remained a temptation for the papacy, other
powers and the military-religious orders to support crusades and similar warfare
against enemies of the faith with indulgence campaigns. Remarkably, the Hospital-
lers relied on such campaigns for financing their activities to a much greater extent
than the Teutonic Order. Fighting the Muslims in the Aegean and the eastern Me-
diterranean, the Hospitallers were in much closer connection with the traditional
crusades and with the papacy that had to license all indulgence campaigns. The
Teutonic Order on the Baltic was apparently too remote to use this instrument to a
greater extent. In the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries the invention of the
printing press facilitated all indulgence campaigns but did not immediately change
procedures.⁸⁴ At any rate the printing press did not solve the problems the military-
religious orders had with special indulgence campaigns on their behalf.

Such campaigns proved to be more and more difficult and costly for the military-
religious orders, mainly for four reasons: (1) Preachers, collectors and sub-collectors
had to be appointed and controlled. Both the Teutonic Order and the Hospitallers
used their own brethren and experienced personnel from the mendicant orders or
the secular clergy. (2) All these campaigns were valid for only a limited span of time.
Nevertheless, it could and did happen that more pressing needs occurred during the
preaching and collecting and that the indulgence was revoked. Or it could and did
happen that the actual danger or warfare had ended before the campaign was set
in motion. (3) Furthermore, there were always suspicions that the monies were not
used exclusively for the pious purpose. Local authorities used this as an argument
in favour of indulgences for local purposes and local churches. As a consequence, it
proved more and more difficult to obtain local protection for preachers and collectors
who worked on behalf of far away enemies in the Baltic or in the Mediterranean. (4)
Both the popes who had to grant the necessary indulgences and the local authorities
who had to protect preachers and collectors began to claim a share of the revenues.

So on the eve of the Reformation, both the Teutonic Order and the Hospitallers
thought it easier and more profitable to ask the popes for a share of their jubilees and
of their grand indulgence campaigns, for example for building St. Peterʼs church in
Rome. It was against this background that the general papal indulgences gradually

84 Falk Eisermann, The Indulgence as a Media Event: Developments in Communication through
Broadsides in the Fifteenth Century, in: Swanson (Ed.), Promissory Notes (see note 3), pp. 309–330,
first published as: Der Ablaß als Medienereignis. Kommunikationswandel durch Einblattdrucke im
15. Jahrhundert. Mit einer Auswahlbibliographie, in: Rudolf Suntrup (Ed.), Tradition and Innovation
in an Era of Change, Frankfurt a.M. 2001 (Medieval to Early Modern Culture 1), pp. 99–128; for details
concerning single-leaf prints about Rhodes in 1480, cf. also Marr, Kriege (see note 68), pp. 71–110.
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supplanted special campaigns such as those for Smyrna, Bodrum, Rhodes or Livonia.
The popes who negotiated general indulgences with local authorities were quite ready
to put aside a share for the military-religious orders because their mission was still
considered to be spiritually meritorious. In this way, and contrary to widespread
criticism, it became also possible to convince the public that monies from indulgence
campaigns were still used for good Christian and not for selfish purposes. Future
research should try to establish the actual revenues, especially with the help of the
documentation in the apostolic chamber,⁸⁵ and try also to study the commissioners
and sub-commissioners who had to be appointed and their quarrels with the local
Obrigkeiten, the kings, princes, bishops and towns all over Latin Europe who wanted
their own share of any revenues⁸⁶ and who had to be convinced that the monies
collected would be used properly.

85 Weber, Lutter (see note 59), pp. 325–410 has studied the relevant sources from the apostolic
chamber, and at pp. 542f.; he gives figures for papal expenditures from 1464 to 1481. Among the pa-
pal revenues, the sums from clerical tithes and from indulgences are usually not recorded separately,
as they came in jointly from one and the same collector. Therefore, it is only possible to calculate the
revenues from the indulgences proper if there are additional sources.
86 On this problem, cf. now Housley, Crusading (see note 41), pp. 128f., 174–210 with further refe-
rences.
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