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University Press, 2017), xix + 286 pp. ISBN 978 1 5261 1933 9. £80.00
(hardback)

The field of Indo-German entangled history is not new, but it is cer-
tainly an ever-growing one, opening perspectives that not only offer
novel views of the histories of India and Germany but also expand
the horizon of our understanding of global history. The long tradi-
tion of German Orientalism was institutionalized in Indology depart-
ments and still dominates the study of India in German universities.
Scholarly interventions, however, most notably in the form of works
by Joachim Oesterheld, Ravi Ahuja, Heike Liebau, Gerdien Jonker,
and Kris Manjapra, have brought to light both elite and subaltern
pasts of the entanglements of modern South Asians in German
archives and histories.1 Other scholars have also recovered the minor
but crucial role played by German-speaking actors and ideas in South
Asia.2 Such actors include not just well-known missionaries, military
actors, Orientalist scholars, businessmen, and professionals, but also
lesser known individuals—German Jewish refugees, for example,
flee ing from Hitler’s war-torn, fascist Germany to South Asia as a
place of refuge.
Elite actors and networks consciously create documentation that is

often institutionalized as archives and canonized as histories. These
rich archival materials from India, Germany, and Britain in form this
new book by Panikos Panayi, The Germans in India: Elite European
Migrants in the British Empire (2017). Panayi highlights that his explo-
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ration of Germans in India was conceived as an aspect of his larger
work on prisoners of Britain.3 Thus Panayi’s entry into Indian
archives and histories of Germans is contextualized within a global
history of German movement and control in the age of imperialism
and wars. 
The book begins in 1815 with the burgeoning presence of Ger -

mans in the Basel Mission and concludes in 1920, a year which,
according to the author, marked the ‘totality of the ethnic cleansing
which took place at the end of First World War’ (pp. xiii–xiv). Paying
attention to the global and transnational aspect of these histories
allows us to appreciate Indo-German histories beyond nationalist
frames and categories, prompting a reappraisal in relation to com-
plex transnational connections and outcomes.
Moving beyond the analytical taxonomy of ‘nation’ would enable

an appreciation of German-speaking actors within the wider South
Asian context which is not possible within a narrow focus on pre-
Partition India. It would allow us to include specific local identities
and histories of Germans from specific states, something that Panayi
notes in his insightful commentary on the dominant role played by
Württemberg and Saxony in Basel and Leipzig German missionary
histories (p. 59). However, a focus on micro histories should not be
limited by national boundaries and should include the identities of
German-speaking Swiss and Austro-Hungarians, among others, in
colonial South Asia. 
One of the key argument in this book is that while Germans were

part of European communities, they retained their distinct German
and religious identity (p. 30). Panayi maintains that this amalgama-
tion of civic and religious identities marked and defined Germans
during the First World War. Yet other scholarly works have high-
lighted that questions of class, social function, and services rendered
to British imperialism were also material considerations.4 It is not
surprising that colonial officials were willing to hire and appoint
German-speaking actors, especially in the field of Oriental knowl-
edge production, as they were qualified to provide useful services in
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the fields of Indian language learning and the translation of texts for
the colonial administration. Imperial rivalry in the interwar period
affected this policy, but communities of knowledge and interest con-
tinued to guide British policy towards German-speaking actors.
In six chapters Panayi weaves a complex narrative of the histories

of highly educated elite actors, most notably missionaries, travellers,
and scholars. He uses rich archival material gleaned from institu-
tional missionary and colonial state archives as well as personal
accounts left in the form of autobiographies, travel documents, mem-
oirs, and other ego documents (p. 66). These diverse sources allow
him to reconstruct myriad histories of ‘passages to India’, as the title
of chapter two has it. In this chapter, along with some wonderful
individual life trajectories, Panayi draws some important larger con-
clusions. First, he shows that proselytizers such as German mission-
aries were pioneering global actors who established sites of know -
ledge production (p. 9). While Panayi acknowledges the religious
dimension of their role, he also highlights their individual agency (p.
52). Instead of regarding missionary histories as conversion narra-
tives, Panayi illustrates the role they played in secular knowledge
production in the fields of Oriental studies, ethnography, travel liter-
ature, and visual archives about India in Germany (pp. 147–62).
In chapter three Panayi reconstructs the connected domains of

everyday life histories, which were shaped by experiences of travel
and settlement, and issues with work, education, health, survival, and
death. Panayi offers a rare insight into how these everyday life expe-
riences and connections contributed to missionary knowledge and
shaped their practices, turning them into agriculturalists and indus-
trial innovators to address not just the spiritual but also material con-
cerns of their Indian subjects (p. 96). The nature of German communi-
ty formation and transformation are analysed in chapter four. Panayi
explores secular, religious, racial, and spatial aspects in the making of
the multi-ethnic but hierarchical German community (p. 138).
Intercultural encounters and attendant perceptions are analysed

in detail in chapter five. Panayi examines the interaction between
missionaries and converts without shrinking from discussing the
power dynamics and social boundaries that remained. This is an
important point that needs to be considered, and suggests limits to
transformation (p. 146). Entanglements did not mark the absence or
end of bias; ideologies of religion, race, and Orientalism continued to
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shape interactions, as is most evident in the few marriages between
Germans and Indians which Panayi contrasts with the ‘regularity of
unions between Britons and Germans’ (p. 179). The main argument
here, already flagged up in the book’s first chapter, is that Germans
did not marry natives and remained separate elite European migrants
in colonial South Asia under British imperialism.
These long-term histories, however, were suddenly severed by the

consequences of the First World War, when Germans were reduced
from their elite migrant status to being the enemies of the Raj. Far
from being sought out by British imperial authorities for furthering
its colonial enterprise, Germans became prisoners of the British
empire. This history of disentanglement and subsequent re-entangle-
ment is an important one, and is examined in chapters six and seven,
which map the impact of the Great War by looking at prison and
internment camps. Panayi’s mastery of the issue is on display here.
He skilfully traces the discourse and practices of ‘Ger mano phobia’
that ensured that ‘[t]he Germans become German’ (pp. 187–90). From
being useful ‘servants of the Raj’ in various fields, Germans now
became the ‘enemy’ of the British Empire and lost their multiple
identities. This was manifested in the Aliens Restriction Act of 1914
and other legal and economic regulations and exclusions (pp.
193–200). It was also institutionalized in the internment camps, most
notably at Ahmednagar, which produced a new form of community,
the ‘prison camp society’ (p. 211). Panayi notices the ruptures caused
by the First World War with the end of the German story in India (p.
219). He insightfully concludes that the end of existing entangle-
ments also marked the beginning of new forms of entanglement.
Despite promising possibilities, Panayi concludes his account

with the end of the First World War. This is rather disappointing. In
the light of the temporal and archival framework of the book, and
given Panayi’s interest and expertise in histories of civilian and com-
batant internees, it would have been a major advance if he had
extended his study to the end of the Second World War. This would
have opened the detailed archives about German Jewish internment
camps, most notably, Purandhar camp, illuminating complex histo-
ries of German-speaking refugees who were incarcerated in these
camps. Internment camps were sites of control and regulation, but
they also inadvertently promoted connections and entanglements
where the detainees often created new intellectual, political, and per-
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sonal relations that found their way into their lives, memories, and
work.
The intellectual and personal histories of German refugees and

internment camps reveal a fascinating history of exile, suffering, and
trauma that is simultaneously marked by resilience, survival, and
creativity. It is here that the role of subaltern memories and archives
can and should be brought into conversation with the current narra-
tive, as the elites and subaltern were also put together in the intern-
ment camps. While marginal, subaltern actors play an important role.
Although not enshrined in archives, they too shape histories in ways
that need to be mapped when we are writing histories of entangle-
ments and globalization. Indeed, subalterns are the first actors who
migrate under the pulls and pressures of globalization as migrant
labour and refugees. In fact, the rich archival material and Panayi’s
meticulous research direct our attention to such possibilities. In con-
clusion, Panayi’s Germans in India is a valuable addition to our exist-
ing knowledge of connected Indo-German histories even as it sug-
gests new avenues to explore.
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