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CHAPTER 2

Making Best of Both 
Worlds*

The open letter written to Pablo Neruda, the well-known revolution-
ary poet of Latin America, by a group of Cuban writers and intellec-
tuals led by Alejo Carpentier, Nicolas Gullien and Juan Martinello, 
protesting against his recent visit to the United States and his accept-
ance of a decoration from the Peruvian President Senor Balounde, an 
acknowledged American stooge, has invoked great interest among the 
literary and intellectual circles all over the world.

Neruda, who was denied a United States visa for the last twenty 
years, even during his years of exile from Chile, was welcomed to the 
United States where he went to participate in the PEN Congress. Also 
with him were a number of Latin American Leftist writers visiting the 
United States for the first time.

The Cuban letter does not doubt the bona fides of Pablo Neruda, 
nor does it take the position of automatically censuring him for visiting 
the USA or participating in the PEN Congress if, as the letter says, 
‘your participation could bring forth positive results for the causes we 
all fight for’.

* Lajpat Rai, ‘Making Best of Both Worlds’, Mainstream 4, October (1966): 
23–25.
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But the results of the PEN Congress were quite different. The 
Congress instead gave the call for ‘cultural coexistence’ extending the 
wise and accepted policy of peaceful coexistence into realms of art, 
literature, education, science, etc.

First Results

The Cuban letter points out the first results of this theory of cultural 
coexistence in the acceptance by Emir Roderiquez Monegal—a known 
Leftist writer—of the editorship of a CIA-financed cultural magazine 
in Spanish, and in the regular contributions in the Spanish edition of 
the Life Magazine by no less a person than the revolutionary Mexican 
writer, Carlos Fuentes.

The second question raised by the Cuban intellectuals with Pablo 
Neruda is: what motivates now the United States to open its doors 
to Leftist writers and intellectuals—the doors which remained shut 
for so long not only against the Leftist writers but also against ‘liberal 
suspects’ and even some conservatives who did not see eye to eye 
with the official US policies. Answering the question thus posed, the 
Cuban letter says:

…some believe that this is a sign of the beginning of the end of 
the so called cold war. However, at what other time in the years 
since the war in Korea has a socialist country been subject to the 
systematic physical aggression that Vietnam is suffering today? 
Can any evidence of our entry into a period of universal harmony 
be found in the recent coup d’etats organized with the participa-
tion of the United States in Indonesia, Ghana, Nigeria, Brazil and 
Argentina? No honest person can hold such an opinion. If the US 
despite this reality, grants entry visas to certain Leftists, this must 
have some other explanations.

Diverting Attention

The obvious explanation for this is that the presence of well-known 
Leftist intellectuals in the United States helps to create the belief 
that the world tension has released. It helps to divert the attention 
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of the people from the crimes the United States is committing on 
the continents of Asia, Africa and Latin America; and, above all, it 
helps to neutralize the growing opposition to the US policy among 
students and intellectuals not only in Latin America but also within 
the United States itself.

The example here of Jean Paul Sartre, who does not claim to be 
a super-Leftist or ultra-revolutionary, is instructive. Last year, he 
rejected an invitation to visit the United States in order to avoid being 
made use of, and also to give concrete expression to his repudiation of 
the US aggression in Vietnam.

Instructive also is the example of the 94-year-old Bertrand Russell 
who by organizing his ‘Paris Trial of the war criminals of Vietnam’ 
is, unlike some ‘great’ Leftist intellectuals, giving an uncompromising 
battle to the US imperialists.

And also we can remind ourselves of the attitude that Jawaharlal 
Nehru took in refusing the invitation of dictator Mussolini to see him, 
as a protest against the invasion of Abyssinia and the wrathful letter of 
our poet Tagore denouncing the Japanese atrocities in China.

These great intellectuals are and were no ‘Leftist revolutionaries’, no 
slogan-mongers, but unlike the members of the ‘New Left’ of today, 
are and were consistent anti-imperialists who did not believe in the 
spurious slogans of ‘coexistence in culture, art, science’, etc.

Peru’s Fighting Partisans

The Cuban letter very rightly criticizes Neruda for accepting a decora-
tion from the Peruvian President and for having a ‘much publicized’ 
lunch in the Presidential Palace. How could Neruda do such a thing 
is beyond the comprehension of all those who are acquainted with 
the political situation in Peru. Recently through rigged-up elections 
and the open support of the CIA, Belaunde was elected the President 
of Peru. In the mountains of Northern and Central Peru an armed 
guerrilla movement is challenging his regime. The people are being 
denied all civil liberties; police clashes with the common people in 
the cities are the order of day. In January this year, the Tricontinental 
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Conference in Havana pledged full support to the fighting guerrillas 
of Peru against Belaunde. But such is the force of the prevailing wind 
of the ‘cultural coexistence’ that a man like Pablo Neruda could not 
resist its buffets.

The Cuban intellectuals writing to Neruda say:

When you were in exile,† Pablo, what would you have thought 
if any writer or political figure of Latin America who permitted 
Gabriel Gonzalez Videla to decorate him and chat cordially with 
him? Would you have thought it strengthened the bonds between 
Chile and the writer’s country? …You can easily imagine, therefore, 
the present thoughts and feelings of not only those in exile but also 
of the guerillas in the mountains of Peru…the numerous political 
prisoners and some of whom, such as Hector Befar lie slowly dying: 
of others who are living under constant threat of the death sentence 
imposed by Belaunde regime….

Incidentally, Pablo Neruda, in his short and curt reply to the Cuban 
letter, does not touch upon this point at all.

Mushrooming Intellectuals

Neither the Cuban intellectuals nor the present writer doubt the honesty 
and revolutionary integrity of Pablo Neruda. But Neruda, who cannot 
be dishonest, can be wrong. His example can help those numerous 
‘Leftist’ intellectuals who are mushrooming in the developing world 
today and for whom Leftism has become a lever for personal aggrandize-
ment to reap the harvest of American dollars, luxurious trips to the US 
with families, financing of publications, fat scholarships of millionaire 
Foundations, etc., and yet remain ‘Leftist’ and ‘revolutionaries’.

This malady of a degenerate ‘Left’ is confined not only to Latin 
America. All over the developing world, a new kind of coexistence is 
developing—a coexistence between the ‘Leftist’ intellectuals and the 

† Neruda was forced to go into exile during the regime of the Chilean dictator 
Gonzalez Videla.
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literary research and educational organizations of the United States. 
Sometimes, this coexistence extends even to the CIA and the Congress 
for Cultural Freedom.

The US agencies are now paying special attention to the ‘Leftist’ 
intellectuals. They seem to have used up the conservative liberals, the 
reactionaries—their first crop of agents. Now they must speak in terms 
of ‘the Left’ since otherwise they would have no audience outside the 
worst reactionary circles. All their efforts are now directed towards 
the purchase or at least the neutralization of the intellectuals of the 
resurgent countries in order to leave these people without a voice. And 
no price is considered too high for this.

Political Castration

In our country, this programme of political castration of intellectuals 
has already begun to function smoothly, almost methodically. Here, 
we see the Leftist intellectuals walking shamelessly into the lavish 
American parlour attracted by overseas study scholarships, Foundation 
research grants which generally include a trip to the United States 
for the entire family of the ‘scholar’, the financing of the publications 
which are never seen on the bookshops; heavy grants for collecting 
‘book materials’ in the United States, etc.

But for the Indian ‘Leftist’ intellectuals, in this period of neu-
tralism and cultural coexistence, the doors of the socialist world 
are also open in the same measure. They are at equidistance from 
Washington and Moscow, they are at equidistance from the Congress 
for Cultural Freedom on the one hand, and Peace Council or Afro-
Asian Solidarity organization on the other. It is not uncommon or 
embarrassing for an Indian ‘Leftist’ scholar—a university reader or 
a professor—to attend an economic seminar in Algeria organized 
by the Afro-Asian organization where the US is denounced as an 
imperialist and a neocolonialist power, threatening the independence 
of the countries of the Third World and, in the same year, to proceed 
to the United States on a US Foundation scholarship to enjoy la dolce 
vita in the dollar world.
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Did Not Speak

Recently, some Indian intellectuals including a group of about fifty 
scholars from the capital in a memorandum to the government 
opposed the proposed Indo-US cultural Foundation. Some of them 
had pronounced Leftist leanings. One of their objections against 
the proposed Foundation was that it would dole out scholarships 
to our students and teachers for studies and research in the United 
States, thereby influencing their ideas and cultural life in certain 
specific directions.

The case of one of the signatories—a senior lecturer in one of 
University of Delhi Colleges and pronounced Leftist at that—who 
would perhaps sneer at Mainstream as being not Red enough for his 
taste—is typical of the behavior of these new Leftists. His ‘Leftism’ 
always found him criticizing the Soviet Union for not sending troops to 
Vietnam to defeat the hated American aggressors, without bothering 
to find out the feasibility of his demand. But suddenly something hap-
pened. A few days after signing of the memorandum, a discussion was 
organized in his campus on the same subject of Indo-US Foundation. 
For the first time since he joined the University, he did not speak at 
such a meeting despite many requests from his friends. And two weeks 
later, he left along with his family for the United States on a fat Ford 
Foundation grant just after getting his book published post-haste by 
a Leftist publishing house of Delhi.

How this process of castration of Leftist intellectuals is taking shape 
was demonstrated again in the case of an ‘expert’ on Southeast Asia 
belonging to a well-known research institution of Delhi amply fed by 
monies from the US Foundations.

This former Leftist after a ‘deep study’ of the problems of this region 
and particularly of the Vietnamese war has reached the profound con-
clusion that the US action in Vietnam is not only good for that country 
but for entire region of Southeast Asia as well. Surely a Foundation 
scholarship is at the back of this important research conclusion.

But the wind of coexistence blows outside the universities as well. 
There is a growing group of ‘Leftists’ and ‘neutrals’ in the capital and 
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other big cities of India who find comfortable positions on both sides 
of the fence. They are welcomed by the embassies of the socialist 
countries as well as find friendly welcome in the embassy of the United 
States. They are platform speakers both in the genuine Leftist organi-
zations and in the organizations run by the CIA. They are invited by 
both sides to visit their countries and they find words of appreciation 
for both all in the name of coexistence, mutual understanding, tolera-
tion and anti-dogmatism.

This ‘new Leftism’ and ‘literary coexistence’ has been rightly nailed 
down by the Cuban letter which says:

We must proclaim an alert on this imperialist penetration into the 
field of culture; against plans such as ‘Project Camelot’‡, against 
the scholarships which place our students on imperialism’s pay 
roll…against certain kind of insidious ‘aid’ to our universities; 
against the guises assumed by the Congress for Cultural Freedom; 
against the publications financed by CIA; against the conver-
sion of our writers into trained parlour monkeys and Yankee 
sycophants.

‡ A plot hatched by the CIA to gather information regarding political orienta-
tion of the students and the teaching staff in the University of Santiago de Chile 
under the cover of a research project, which was abandoned in the face of strong 
protest from the students and democratic parties.




