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CHAPTER 7

Cuba’s Way*,**

Preparations are in full swing all over Latin America for the 
Continental Congress of Solidarity with Cuba starting at 
Montevideo on June 18. The Congress has acquired new sig-
nificance since the U.S. launched its current aggression against the 
Dominican Republic. The Congress has won wide support among 
the people of Latin America. Many leaders and organisations have 
agreed to take part in its work. They include General Heriberto Jara. 
The Government of National Liberation and the Revolutionary 
Federation of Mexican Workers, Maria Arbens of the Patriotic 
Union of Guatemala; the Venezuelan General Jose Gabaldon; the 
movement of Peruvian Peace Champions; Deputy of the Colombian 
National Congress Ramiro Andrade and others.

Dominican Question

The US action in the Dominica has provoked indignation throughout 
Latin America, and the Johnson regime is facing strong protests. The 
foreign minister of Venezuela Ignacio Iribarren Borges has declined to 

* On 18 June, representatives of Latin American countries meet at Montevideo 
to express solidarity with Cuba. The learned author of this article points out the 
significance of the Cuban Revolution for Latin America.

** Lajpat Rai, ‘Cuba’s Way’, Mainstream 3 (1965): 20–21.
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go to Washington for the OAS Foreign Ministers Meeting. Venezuela 
wants the US troops to withdraw from the Dominican Republic as a 
precondition of any OAS decision on the Dominican questions. The 
foreign ministers of Peru, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Costa Rica, 
Salvador and certain other Latin American countries are also reported 
to have refused to participate in the Washington meeting.

The main interest of the Montevideo Congress as conceived origi-
nally was the demand for the restoration of normal relations between 
Cuba and the United States and other countries that had broken 
commercial and diplomatic relations with Cuba under US pressure, 
but now the intervention in the Dominican Republic is expected to 
figure prominently in its deliberations. Other items on the proposed 
agenda will be defence of the rights of people for self-determination 
and against external intervention; support for the principle of peaceful 
coexistence in the hemisphere and solidarity with people’s fighting for 
national liberation.

Cuba today is the fulcrum around which the political policies of 
the US as well as the Latin American countries revolve. The hypnotic 
power of the American might, coupled with the permanent threat of 
armed intervention by the US to a certain degree, inhibited national 
liberation movements in Latin America. The Cuban Revolution has 
exploded the myth of American invincibility and opened a window 
of hope for the people of the hemisphere. It has proved not only that 
national liberation was possible in the Western hemisphere but that it 
is also possible, in this changed world, to effect far-reaching changes 
in the social and economic life of the people under the very walls of 
the citadel of world capitalism. That is why anti-imperialist forces in 
Latin America are keen on strengthening Cuba.

Latin America, as a whole, like Asia and Africa, is an underdevel-
oped region, plagued by some of the problems common to all under-
developed areas. Despite great potential resources and a comparatively 
small but fast-growing population, Latin American people are poor 
with an average per capita income of $105, illiteracy rate of 60 per 
cent and average life expectancy of 49 years. Its wealth and resources 
are monopolized by a very small section of the world oligarchy and 
foreign companies. According to Professor A. J. Toynbee, 10 per cent 
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of Latin Americans own 90 per cent of the total arable land and 70 per 
cent of the modern industry is either owned or controlled by foreign 
companies mainly registered in the US. Moreover, 70 per cent children 
of school-going age do not go to school and public medical facilities 
are available to not more than two per cent of the people.

The solution which the Cuban Revolution offered for this malaise 
of Latin America was the breaking up of the latifundia (huge estates 
running into thousands of hectares) and the distribution of land among 
landless peasants, squatters and poor farmers and the nationalisation 
of foreign companies. This was a major operation performed for the 
economy of a Latin American country with spectacular results. It is 
this operation which won the Cuban Revolution the greatest respect 
and admiration of the Latin American people as well as the hatred 
and opposition of the landed oligarchs and the American circles in 
Washington.

On the positive side, the revolution cleansed the degenerate Cuban 
society given to graft, corruption, prostitution (there were 15,000 of 
them in Havana alone in 1959) and gambling, provided education 
for all and, the wonder of wonders, succeeded in setting up an honest 
government led by a devoted band of young revolutionaries.

The Cuban Revolution has also introduced a new ideology into 
this Western part of the globe—the ideology of socialism or, in the 
words of Fidel Castro, of Marxism–Leninism. The ideology of free 
enterprise and evolutionary growth of Latin American societies has 
been tried for the last hundred years and has failed to produce results. 
Its working has led to concentration of wealth in a few hands and mass 
misery on the other. There is no other part of the world in which the 
contrast between extreme luxury on one side and abysmal poverty on 
the other is as great as in Latin America.

Thus, the Cuban Revolution has chartered a new path that has 
opened a new road and has presented an alternative way of develop-
ment, both social and economic, for the benefit of Latin America. And 
last, the Cuban Revolution has challenged the hegemony of the United 
States in the Western Hemisphere. Latin America was an exclusive 
preserve of the United States. No European power was permitted in. 
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The ‘Colossus of the North’ stood sentinel over it and the ‘Monroe 
Doctrine’ proclaimed his hegemony to the whole world.

With the Cuban Revolution, Latin America has forged its first link 
with the socialist world beyond the seas, which is willing and capable 
of helping the Latin Republics through economic aid, development of 
advantageous commerce and cultural exchanges and, in times of need, 
to stand by them in defence of their sovereignty.

But it is not only the Latin American people who learn from the 
Cuban example and take inspiration from it. The Cuban Revolution 
inspires all the struggling peoples in the developing countries of Asia and 
Africa in their fight for national liberation and the development of 
their economies. The example of little Cuba standing up to a great and 
mighty power fills the hearts of the people with confidence and pride. 
Hence, people all over the world are raising their voice in defence of 
the Cuban Revolution.

The Montevideo Congress has, therefore, invited representatives 
from Asian and African countries as well. And it is evident that many 
Asian and African countries will send delegations to Montevideo to 
express their solidarity with the Cuban Revolution and the Latin 
American people. This is all the more important in the face of the pre-
sent US intervention in the Dominican Republic. Cuban Revolution 
in a way has given a sharper edge to US policies of aggression and 
intervention in Latin America. The US ruling circles now do not 
want to take any ‘risk’ lest another ‘Cuba’ springs up in Latin America, 
hence their policy of rushing in at the slightest pretext. It is, therefore, 
important for the forthcoming Congress at Montevideo to unite the 
people of Latin America in the defence of the Cuban Revolution which 
has become a symbol of emancipation for Latin America.




