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CHAPTER 8

Castro Unmasks Peking*

Jose Marti, the apostle of Cuban independence compared the fight of 
the Cuban people against the ‘Colossus of the North’ with the fight 
between David and Goliath. The same could now be said of the fight 
that Fidel Castro is giving to the Chinese Goliath which has appeared 
on the Cuban scene as the ‘Colossus of the East’.

The political–ideological struggle going on in the socialist world has 
acquired a new character since the entry of Fidel Castro into the arena. 
For one thing, it has separated the ideological from the political part. 
Ideologically, Fidel Castro may be closer to China than the Soviet Union 
as can be shown by a number of political positions he has taken and pro-
nouncements he has made during the past seven years. But ideological or 
philosophical agreement or disagreement do not directly affect the lives 
of peoples, the relations between states, trade and economic pacts and 
the normal diplomatic and political contacts between countries. What 
directly affects the people is political and economic blackmail of their 
countries, interference by a stronger country in their domestic affairs, 
disregard of normal diplomatic practices, slandering of their leadership 
and trying to force their countries into a kind of a ‘satellite ring’.

It is from this latter angle that Fidel Castro has chosen to attack 
the Chinese leadership in his typically outspoken and uncompromising 

* Lajpat Rai, ‘Castro Unmasks Peking’, Mainstream 4, no. 36 (1966): 15–17.



124 Indian Debates on the International Left

manner—a manner which is above board, and which invokes the 
admiration of all those people who stand by the rights of smaller and 
weaker nations to defend their own independence and sovereignty.

Threats and Insults

In a powerful speech delivered in the Campus of the Havana University 
on March 13, 1966, Fidel Castro made what has been described by 
the Cuban Communist Party daily Gramma, the ‘great exposure of 
the Chinese leadership and the US imperialism’. Fidel Castro began 
by saying that the Chinese note in reply to his government’s protest 
against the activities of the Chinese Embassy in Havana, contained 
nothing but ‘threats and insults’:

Instead of a reply we received a brief statement saying that it (the 
Chinese government) reserves the right to reply…. But in thunder-
ing tones, menacing like a veritable Jupiter it has limited itself to 
writing a brief stream of insults, abuses and calumnies….

Castro then goes on to charge the Chinese with the ‘shameful act 
of giving instructions to their hucksters throughout the world to set 
off a chain of lies and slanders about the Cuban Revolution trying to 
demonstrate that we are very dangerous revisionists’. He was referring 
to a series of anti-Cuba articles written by some Pro-China Belgian 
communists and the Ceylonese Left communist leaders reproduced 
in the Chinese press.

Gentlemen Theoreticians

Only a few years ago, the Chinese leadership was citing the example 
of the Cuban Revolution before the whole of Latin America and the 
world calling it a ‘beacon of light in the dark backyard of American 
imperialism’. Infuriated by this perfidy of the Chinese leaders and the 
‘shameful collaboration’ of the pro-Chinese hucksters, Fidel Castro 
told his audience:

They (the Chinese) have built up a system of political satellites. 
And proof of the harm that this satellite system does and can do 
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in the world is the fact that some agents of the Chinese leader-
ship, have incurred the stupidity, the historical error, of writing at 
China’s command infamous articles against Cuban Revolution as 
did a small group of Belgian scoundrels, gentlemen theoreticians 
on revolutionary warfare. But when European mercenaries recently 
began to join Tshombe’s ranks to fight Congolese patriots, not one 
of these scoundrels, theoreticians of revolutionary warfare, volun-
teered to fight at the side of the Congolese patriots…. And the 
same can be said of a group of Ceylonese patriots and factionalists 
and some few others. The China News Agency has devoted itself 
to copying each and every one of those infamous writings against 
the Cuban Revolution in which the arguments are exactly the same 
as those of the AP, those of the UPI and in addition, those of the 
worst Trotskyite elements…. It is shameful as well as regrettable to 
see how the China News Agency is today scarcely distinguishable 
from the UPI and the AP.

Castro went on to explain that the Chinese leadership’s calculation was 
that menaced by the US imperialist and faced with internal difficulties, 
the Cuban leadership will succumb to their methods of blackmail and 
threats. He accused the Chinese leadership of exerting three types of 
pressures on Cuba—political, economic and ‘the pressure of outside 
slanders by pro-China hucksters’. He said that the Cuban people 
would not yield to either one of these. He told his youthful audience: 
‘To try to take advantage of our difficult situation, of the blockade 
against us, in order to harm us, to put economic pressure on us is one 
of the greatest felonies that any clique of revolutionary leaders has 
ever committed.’

Goebbels Style

He openly accused the Chinese of adopting ‘fascist methods of 
worst type’ against the Cuban people; methods of ‘slander, of brute 
force and of undignified and senseless accusation against the Cuban 
Revolution’.

Addressing his cheering but shocked youthful crowd, Castro said, 
‘China has used these paid slanderers to accuse Cuba, to launch an 
imperialist-style, a Goebbels-style campaign against Cuba. Because 
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if we are going to discuss this seriously, then the truth will have to 
be unmasked.’

Once again, a great revolutionary leader has called a spade. Castro 
recognizes the past great achievements of the Chinese leadership. 
But says that history is witness to the fact of many great people who 
having done good things in their lives later committed great blunders:

In the past few days we have seen with sorrow things that degener-
ated men are capable of doing. And they are in part consequences 
of confusing Marxism-Leninism with fascism, with absolutism; 
they are consequences of having introduced the style of absolute 
monarchy into contemporary socialist revolutions.

Elaborating this, Castro says:

Absolute monarchies, with all their great disadvantages, at least 
possessed the advantage of having an heir to power. To accept the 
system and the methods of absolute monarchies in a socialist regime 
is the worst of absurdities, because there a struggle arises among 
those who aspire to be absolute monarchs.

And what is the use of a Party where everything revolves around 
one man? What is the use of a Party if one man is deified to such 
a degree that even the names of Marx, Engels and Lenin are no 
longer mentioned….

Mao Deification

According to Castro, this deification of Mao, which symbolizes the dei-
fication of Chinese leadership, has done tremendous harm to the world 
socialist movement. He warns the Cuban people against this tendency.

One of the first laws of the Cuban revolution prohibited naming 
any street, any town, any city, any factory, any farm after a living 
leader. It prohibited the erection of statues of the living leaders and 
prohibited something more, photograph of officials in government 
officers and embassies…. And I invite the Chinese leaders to pass 
a similar law in their country if they are able…
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Pouring scorn over the we-are-always-right attitude of the Chinese 
leadership, Castro goes on to remark that its attitude is opposed to 
the dialectical process, that is, progress through the struggle of the 
opposition:

Let them (the Chinese leadership) avoid the ridiculous belief that 
they are infallible…our first duty is to understand that we are fal-
lible, that we can be mistaken at times even frequently. Far from 
being able to say we know everything, we can say that we are igno-
rant of almost everything, that we must study, we must mediate, 
we must think, reason and increase our capacity to understand…
such a position will be shocking for the leadership of China and 
that is why they are what they are…

Aberration of Mind

Castro, then, goes on to expose what he calls the ‘greatest aberration 
of mind of the Chinese leadership’—the Great Power Complex of 
China. He takes the example of the role of China in the recently held 
Tricontinental Conference, wherein the Chinese leadership sought to 
take all the credit for the success of the Conference. This is how Castro 
explained his point to the Havana University audience:

While the Conference (Tricontinental) was in progress, almost 
nothing was published about it in China. When the Conference 
ended, they began writing and transmitting through the China 
News Agency numerous articles proclaiming the great victory of 
China in Tricontinental Conference taking all the credit for them-
selves and representing the result of the Conference in this false 
and lying way as a victory for China. But all those who participated 
in the Conference knew that it was a victory for the revolutionary 
movements of the world and of all nations…

Proclaiming the right of all nations, big and small, to absolute equality, 
Castro said: ‘So long as frontiers exist in the world the most absolute 
equality must prevail above the power of any country or the size of 
any country.’
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Double Blockade

In the end, Fidel Castro exposes the Chinese efforts to compel Cuba to 
join the group of Chinese satellites by imposing on this small country, 
already blockaded by the U.S. imperialism, economic sanctions by cut-
ting down Chinese export of rice, cloth, machinery, etc., and by refusing 
to buy Cuban sugar as agreed upon by a trade pact, thereby putting Cuba 
under a ‘double blockade’, Castro calls this ‘economic aggression against 
Cuba on the part of China’.

In his own inimitable words, Castro told his listeners:

…But in their (Chinese leaders’) attempts to slander the Revolution 
they will be admitting before the world that the trade reduction, the 
reduction of exports to Cuba equivalent to more than 40 million 
pesos, the reduction of rice exports to almost half the amount of the 
previous year was done for reasons of intrinsically political nature…

According to Castro, the trade agreement by the Chinese was a pun-
ishment, a blackmail in order to ‘teach a lesson to Cuba’ for its political 
daring and independence.

The Chinese leaders with the greatest Phariseeism in the world 
ask: ‘Why has Fidel Castro said this at this time? Why did he not 
discuss with us?’…. They were hoping that when they squeezed us 
economically, we would be forced to negotiate and to tolerate…

Fidel Castro, however, assured his people that Cuba would never bend 
before the Chinese leaders, will never ‘negotiate’ with nor ‘tolerate’ 
economic aggression or political blackmailing of the Chinese rulers. 
He has also expressed the hope that someday the Chinese people 
rectify the mistakes that their present leaders have been making with 
regard to Cuba.

I would have recommended this speech of Fidel Castro to our 
Prime Minister, the Minister for External Affairs and the officials 
of the Ministry of External Affairs to know more about the activities 
of the Chinese rulers elsewhere and use it to expose them before the 
Indian people. But unfortunately, I cannot do that as the latter part of 
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Castro’s speech deals with what US imperialism is doing to Cuba and 
contains Fidel Castro’s fearless denunciation of it. And United States 
is a country, which our prime minister advises us to understand and 
appreciate. It is also a country which, our present government says, 
gives us food and credits and also arms whenever it thinks fit.

I shall, however, recommend this speech of Fidel Castro to the sup-
porters and defenders of the Chinese leadership in India, particularly 
the leadership of the Marxist Communist Party, who may draw a few 
lessons from the experience of Cuba as explained by its revolutionary 
leader, Fidel Castro. But perhaps in the estimate of some of these 
friends, Castro has also gone ‘revisionist’ despite his lukewarm position 
with regard to ‘peaceful coexistence’.




