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Part IV

Indochina and the 
USA: Solidarities 

and Betrayals

This part is devoted to Rai’s analysis of the Vietnamese anti-imperialist 
struggle from the late 1960s to the mid-1970s, the socialist solidari-
ties that supported it and the betrayals that undermined it. This was 
a time when the people of Indochina—Vietnam, Cambodia and 
Laos—were locked in a life-and-death struggle against the mighty 
American war machine. As the title of the 13th chapter ‘Vietnam and 
the Socialist World’ suggests, the focus is on the role played during 
this struggle in the region by the two socialist countries: the Soviet 
Union and China. It is shocking, asserts Rai, that at such a crucial 
juncture for Vietnam, America’s Republican President Richard Nixon 
received an unprecedented and warm welcome from both socialist 
countries on his visits there. Whereas the world’s socialist forces 
should have sided with Vietnam, they did the exact opposite. Even as 
Vietnam was being bombed, important deals were being struck with 
the USA by China and the Soviet Union. The reason, opines Rai, 
was that China and Russia had political differences with each other 
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and these were exploited by the wily USA. He is surprised more by 
the Chinese, with Chou En Lai welcoming Nixon and Mao meeting 
him, than by Soviet Union’s Brezhnev doing the same—perhaps as 
he had already consigned the Soviet Union to the revisionist camp of 
socialist politics. The Vietnamese were close to the Communist Party 
of China and looked to them for guidance. Indeed, the two socialist 
leaders, the USSR and China, also put pressure on Fidel Castro as a 
result of which he, too, fell in line with them. Rai quotes extensively 
from Left–liberal American journalists of the period to drive home 
the point that the political game played by the two socialist countries 
was extremely opportunistic and unprincipled. Third-World countries 
watched with dismay as the world socialist leaders made friends with 
those who bombarded socialist Vietnam. That was a deathblow to 
socialist solidarity.

This raises the question of socialism’s future against the background 
of conflict between the USSR and China. Rai’s 14th chapter is titled 
‘Vietnam and the Third Communist Front’, in which he discusses the 
crumbling of the alliance among Cuba, Vietnam and North Korea 
as Soviet pressure on Cuba increases. This is particularly painful for 
Rai because, as he notes, the third front of Cubans, Koreans and 
Vietnamese had refused to commit themselves to either side; this was 
a non-aligned bloc supporting new visions of socialism and creating a 
relatively independent political space between the Soviet Union and 
China. Rai argues that this front had attempted to provide an entirely 
new perspective to counter an unjust and highly destructive imperial-
ism. The chapter starts with a barb. Rai describes the new perspectives 
of the socialist leadership as ‘that Holy Trinity’—‘peaceful competi-
tion’, ‘peaceful transition’ and ‘peaceful coexistence’! The critique is 
based on the non-class notion of political change. It is clear that social 
revolutions occur on the principle of fundamental change and involve 
the upturning of relations between the haves and the have-nots. The 
word ‘peaceful’ negates the possibility of such a change. Rai takes pains 
to substantiate the point by going over the political phenomenon of 
changing the world from the end of the Second World War to the 
early 1970s. In this short period of 25 years, one observed, he argued, 
an increasing distance between the Soviet and Chinese leaderships. 
Even as fellow communist countries, they did not see eye to eye on 
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many issues. That was one issue; another issue was that when it came 
to the potential as well as desirability of a revolution in capitalist socie-
ties, they adopted policies driven by their own national interests. There 
was a queering of the pitch when the people of Vietnam rose up against 
the USA and the latter sought to crush them militarily. Rai argues that 
it was a serious flaw in the Soviet Union’s and China’s nationalistic 
policies that led them to recommend a peaceful transition to socialism 
rather than revolution. Much of this chapter is devoted to the subtly 
changing scenario where world socialist powers looked the other way 
when the USA ruthlessly attacked Vietnam. This is noticed with pain 
by Cuban, North Korean and the Vietnamese leadership. The anguish 
is also shared by the Left parties and socialist groups in Third-World 
countries. For Rai, this was a serious situation since, for him, revolu-
tions alone could give a decisive fight to imperialism. Conversely, the 
latter could gain tremendous strength from the divisions within and 
lack of political vision in the world socialist camp. The problem was 
compounded further when Cuba was arm-twisted into supporting the 
Soviet Union against the interests of the Vietnamese people. Rai argues 
that a mere theoretical approach to peaceful transition is not enough; 
peaceful alternatives to mass struggles will not meet the desired goal. 
Rather, what is needed, as Che Guevara asserted, are not one but many 
Vietnams. If that did not happen, the cause of revolutionary change 
will fail. In this richly detailed chapter, Rai gives a call to think afresh, 
to be unorthodox as well as innovative, independent and courageous 
in the face of the orthodoxy enforced by the two big socialist powers. 
For Rai, hope lay in the example of the heroic struggle in Vietnam, 
and the independent critical stance of the Third Communist Front 
of Cuba, Vietnam and North Korea.

The 15th chapter in this part is more deeply rooted in the early 
1970s. For this reason, the context of Vietnam is clearer. Titled 
‘Vietnam: Whither the Paris Peace Accords!’, the chapter examines 
in detail the after-effects of the agreement that was reached in June 
1973, backed by the USA and the Soviet Union. The Accord had 
its supporters since it raised hopes of securing peace in Vietnam. 
However, there were also concerns regarding the implementation of 
the Accord as some believed that the USA could not be trusted to 
carry out what it had agreed to. Those who doubted the intentions of 
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the USA and its commitment to honour the provisions of the Accord 
included independent political analysts, journalists and a broader stream 
of intellectuals. In this chapter, Rai defends his position on the subject 
that was deemed pessimistic and sectarian. Two things in it are worthy 
of note. The first was that the USA was not proved to be genuine in 
its concern for peace, and the second was that the Soviet Union did 
not do anything to stop the USA from going back on the promises it 
made at the Peace Accord in Paris. In fact, the USSR became a party 
to the betrayal of Vietnam and gave legitimacy to changed policies of 
the imperialist superpower. In the analysis presented, we get a glimpse 
of the changed priorities of the Soviet regime that worked to the detri-
ment of the cause of the beleaguered Vietnam. The aftermath of the 
episode was deadly and led to a large-scale destruction of Vietnamese 
lives and resources. To make the point, Rai has marshalled opinions 
of a number of independent commentators of the time bemoaning 
the callous betrayal of the Vietnamese revolution by the two largest 
socialist states. The chapter strongly argues that fissures in the world’s 
socialist camp cost the goal of revolutionary change dear.

The last chapter in this part is titled ‘Nixon’s Tactics in Indochina’. 
Building on the insights from his earlier chapters in this part, the 
term ‘tactics’ in the title refers to the interconnected nature of the 
different steps Nixon took for blocking the interests of the socialist 
forces in Indochina. For example, US policymakers pursued a policy 
of isolating Cambodia from its supporters, whether they were the 
Soviet Union, China or Vietnam. Rai argues that in order to obstruct 
progressive forces in Cambodia, the USA deployed South Vietnamese 
mercenaries. Nixon was eager to create a situation of military stale-
mate in Cambodia first, before asking for negotiations; to do this, he 
sent Kissinger to meet Sihanouk and his friends in Beijing for secret 
talks to undermine the Cambodian leadership. Rai saw this as easily 
accomplished with Soviet Russia and China assuming a posture of 
neutrality; as a result, Nixon was able to promote American interests 
more aggressively across Indochina. How could such a strategy be 
countered? On this, Rai quotes Che Guevara’s words: ‘Imperialism is 
a world system and must be combated in a world confrontation.’ The 
sharpness of Rai’s insight cannot be missed. By world confrontation, 
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Che did not mean a world war but, as he put it, ‘confronting imperial-
ism at numerous points at the same period of time’. This is lacking in 
the perspective of the socialist leadership.

Examined together, the four chapters use close empirical analysis 
to good effect, laying bare the cynical politics of the Cold War, the 
effects of the Sino-Soviet schism and new alliances between powerful 
countries that played out to the detriment of anti-imperialist strug-
gles in Vietnam and Cambodia. The analyses offered in this part alert 
the students of international politics to reflect on the politics of the 
international socialist world and anti-imperialist struggles of the time 
through a new critical lens.






