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Anandita Bajpai is a Research Fellow at Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner 
Orient, Berlin.

Cordial Cold War examines cultural entanglements, in various forms, 

between two distant yet interconnected sites of the Cold War—India and the 

German Democratic Republic (GDR). Focusing on theatre performances, film 

festivals, newsreels, travel literature, radio broadcasting, cartography and 

art as sites of engagement, the chapters spotlight spaces of interaction that 

emerged in spite of, and within, the ambits of Cold War constraints. The 

inter-disciplinary collection sheds light on the variegated nature of translocal 

cultural entanglements, at work even before the GDR was officially 

recognized as a sovereign state by India in 1972. By foregrounding the role 

of actors, their practices and the sites of their entanglement, the 

contributions show how creative energies were mobilized to forge zones of 

friendship, mutual interest and envisioned solidarities. 

This volume situates actors from the Global South as mutual co-shapers of 

the cultural Cold War, therein shifting its Euro-American and Soviet 

epicenters to Non-Aligned India. Going beyond official state channels of 

international political dialogue, it locates cordiality in the micro-histories and 

everyday experiences of interpersonal engagements, bringing to focus a 

hitherto underexplored chapter of India–Germany entanglements. 
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Politics and Society in India and 
the Global South

The series is a collaboration of SAGE and the M. S. Merian – 
R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced Studies ‘Metamorphoses
of the Political’ (ICAS:MP). It aims to publish books that explore core
issues that are of concern in modern globalized societies.

The ideas of ‘politics’ and the ‘political’ have become a key point 
of discussion in contemporary social science, philosophy and cultural 
history. The changing agencies of prime actors and objects of the 
political have ignited an intensive and interdisciplinary debate on the 
‘Metamorphoses of the Political’. Today, ‘the political’ changes its form 
continuously, encompassing new fields of social practice.

Instead of the political system or politics in the narrow sense, this 
series will explore questions of what constitutes the ‘political’ in the 
contemporary environment. The volumes will concentrate on multiple 
areas of politicization: the role, forms and advances of civil society and 
social movements, the politicization of law and rights, the drive for 
democratization, including modal changes of democratic procedures, 
and the diversification of forms of governance regarding state and 
non-state actors. They will also cover forms of social and political 
exclusion, and questions of recognition and justice. With respect to 
all these topics, the Indian subcontinent and the Global South feature 
as the major areas of contestation and as centre of scholarly debate.

The series will mainly feature edited volumes incorporating 
innovative social science research on the above-mentioned themes. 
These volumes will offer cross-disciplinary insights where the col-
laboration of many top-ranking scholars on a single topic will ensure 



state-of-the-field studies. These will be highly focused with contrib-
uting chapters that will be linked to the overarching theme of the 
respective volumes. A strong introduction will not only introduce the 
chapters and draw linkages between them but also bring new ideas 
and insights to the fore.

ICAS:MP is an Indo-German research collaboration of six Indian 
and German institutions. It combines the benefits of an open, inter-
disciplinary forum for intellectual exchange with the advantages of a 
cutting-edge research centre. Located in New Delhi, ICAS:MP criti-
cally intervenes in global debates in the social sciences and humanities.

Series Editors

• Niraja Gopal Jayal, formerly at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi

• Shail Mayaram, formerly at Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies, Delhi

• Samita Sen, University of Cambridge, UK
• Awadhendra Sharan, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies,

Delhi
• Sanjay Srivastava, University College London, UK
• Ravi Vasudevan, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi
• Sebastian Vollmer, University of Gottingen, Germany

The e-books in this series may be accessed at
hypotheses.org/pol-soc-in-india-and-the-gshttps://micasmp.hypotheses.org/pol-soc-in-india-and-the-gs
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