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tively underexplored chapter of Cold War entanglements, vibrant 
exchanges among actors from India and the German Democratic 
Republic (GDR) that has brought the present contributions under 
the same conceptual roof.
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into these Cold War pasts by shifting the focus away from its ‘bloc-
based’ (and therein blocking!) epicentres to sites, actors and their 
practices outside the geographical ambits of Euro-America and the 
Soviet Union. In addressing both these issues, we hope to make 
an intervention in Cold War studies. A larger aim has been to 
shed light on microhistories of engagement in the field of cultural 
production, which were charged with the vibrancy of everyday 
lives, practices and local perspectives. Such entanglements have 
often not made it to panoramic overviews of interstate relations. In 
bringing together voices from theatre, film and newsreel networks, 
radio listening communities, artists’ collectives, diplomatic cliques, 
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travel literature writing and cartography, we are optimistic to open 
future research avenues within Cold War studies, in general, and 
in the field of India–GDR relations, specifically, albeit with a new 
focus on actors and their specific life trajectories.
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