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Biographies

Maha AbdelMegeed
is an Assistant Professor of Modern Arabic Literature. She graduated 
from SOAS, the University of London in 2017 with a Ph. D. in Arabic 
Literature from the department of Near and Middle East Studies. She 
has since completed a Post-doc in Berlin at the Forum Transregionale 
Studien, EUME. Her current research focuses on imploding al-nahda 
as a projected originary point of modern Arabic narrative ideology, 
as well as on the changing conceptions of Arabic language from the 
mid 18th century till the early decades of the 20th century (pp. 14 – 16).

Hülya Adak 
is the Director of SU Gender and holds a Visiting Scholar Position at 
the Margherita von Brentano Zentrum at the Freie Universitaet Ber-
lin. Since 2018, she has served as Professor of Ottoman and Turkish 
Studies at the Free University of Berlin. She has served as a Member 
of the Academic Advisory Board of the Orient-Institut Istanbul der 
Max Weber Stiftung since 2017. At Sabancı University, she co-found-
ed the Cultural Studies B. A. and M.A. programs and Gender Studies 
Ph. D. Programs. Adak is the recipient of the Alexander von Hum-
boldt Fellowship for Experienced Researchers, Newton Grant (Brit-
ish Academy), COST Action (Horizon 2020), and the Supervisor of 
various Marie Curie Postdoctoral Fellows in the field of Gender Stud-
ies. She is also on the Academic Board of the ERC Project »Staging 
Abjection.« Having received her Ph. D. in Comparative Literature 
from the University of Chicago, Adak continues to work on educa-
tion, development and internationalization of training programs on 
gender equality, diversity and inclusion for K-12 education (Purple 
Certificate Program) and for the corporate sector. Her articles in the 
fields of gender studies, memory and trauma studies, empire stud-
ies and nationalism, the history of human rights, literature, theater 
and film studies have been published in prominent journals, such as  
the PMLA, South Atlantic Quarterly, Comparative Drama, Journal 
of Middle East Women’s Studies, Journal of Genocide Research, New 
Perspectives on Turkey, and Zeitschrift für Religions- und Geistesge-
schichte. Her works include Gewalt, Diktaturen und Menschenrechte: 



142 Pera-Blätter 36

Halide Edib in der Zwischenkriegszeit (Berlin Duncker & Humblot, 
forthcoming), Critical Perspectives on Genocide: History, Politics and 
Aesthetics of 1915 (Routledge, forthcoming with Müge Göçek and 
Ron Suny), Performing Turkishness: Theater and Politics in Turkey 
and its Diasporas (Special Issue of the journal of Comparative Dra-
ma, 2018, with R. Ertuğ Altınay), Hundert Jahre Türkei: Zeitzeugen 
erzählen (Unionsverlag Zurich 2010, with Erika Glassen), Gender, 
Ethnicity and the Nation-State: Beyond the national imaginary (Spe-
cial Dossier of New Perspectives on Turkey, 2010, with Ayşe Gül Al-
tınay), So ist das, meine Schöne (2009, with Ayşe Gül Altınay, Esin 
Düzel and Nilgün Bayraktar). She is currently working on the forth-
coming book Afterlives of Archives (Duke UP, with Melanie Tanielian 
and Erdağ Göknar) (pp. 2 – 10; 120 – 125).

A. Ebru Akcasu 
is an Ottomanist whose research focuses on migration and identity 
formation in the late empire. She holds a Ph. D. in Near and Middle 
Eastern Studies (SOAS, University of London), an M.A. in the Histo-
ry of the Modern Middle East (SOAS, University of London) and in 
the History of Modern Europe (California State University, San Fran-
cisco) and a B.A. in History (California State University, San Jose). 
She is currently an adjunct lecturer at Anglo-American University 
in Prague and a part-time lecturer at Boğaziçi University in Istanbul 
(pp. 17 – 19).

Fatmagül Berktay 
has been teaching political sciences and Women’s Studies for many 
years at Istanbul University and has published numerous articles, 
book chapters and monographs in Turkey and abroad. She was the 
first person in Turkey to have obtained a degree in Women’s Stud-
ies (York University, 1991). Her first monograph carries the title To 
be, to live and to write as a woman (in Turkish; Pencere, 1991). Her 
book Women and the monotheistic religions (in Turkish; Metis, 1996) 
was published in 1998 as Women and Religion in Canada with Black 
Rose Books. Her monograph The gender of history (in Turkish; Metis, 
2003) was also published in Lebanon (Dar Kreideh, 2009). Her three 
most recent books are The call of politics (in Turkish; İstanbul Bilgi 
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Üniversitesi Yayınları, 2010), Loving our contemporary world – Han-
nah Arendt’s view of politics (in Turkish; Metis, 2012), and Ethics of 
thinking (in Turkish; Metis 2021). She continues to work on political 
ethics and feminist history (pp. 102 – 106).

Marilyn Booth 
is Khalid bin Abdallah Al Saud Professor for the Study of the Con-
temporary Arab World, Faculty of Oriental Studies and Magdalen 
College, University of Oxford. Her most recent monograph, The 
Career and Communities of Zaynab Fawwaz: Feminist Thinking 
in Fin-de-siècle Egypt (2021), is amongst numerous publications 
on early feminism and Arabophone women’s writing in Egypt and 
Ottoman Syria, and is her fourth research monograph. Initiator 
of the Ottoman Translation Studies Group, she edited Migrating 
Texts: Circulating Translations around the Ottoman Mediterranean 
(2019). She has translated eighteen published works of fiction and 
memoir from Arabic, including recently Hoda Barakat’s Voices of 
the Lost. She was co-winner of the 2019 Man Booker International 
Prize for her translation of Jokha Alharthi’s Celestial Bodies, and 
her translation of Alharthi’s novel Bitter Orange Tree appears in 
May 2022 (pp. 30 – 43).

İpek Hüner Cora
is an assistant professor in the Department of Turkish Language 
and Literature at Boğaziçi University in Istanbul. She has completed 
her Ph. D. at the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civi-
lizations at the University of Chicago (2018). Her research interests 
include the history of Ottoman literature in the early modern era, 
gender, sexuality, and history of reading. She is especially interested 
in tracing stories featuring women across centuries and geographies 
(pp. 20 – 21).

Sevgi Uçan Çubukçu
Associate Professor of political science and women’s studies, has 
published many articles in Turkish and international journals. Her 
research focuses primarily on feminism, the feminist movement in 
Turkey, academic feminism, violence against women, democracy 
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and social democracy. She is a member of the General Board of the 
Women’s Library and Information Center Foundation, the Founders 
Board of the Purple Roof Women’s Foundation, the Directors Board 
of the Turkish Economic, Social and Political Research Foundation 
and the Women’s Platform for Equality (pp. 90 – 101).

Aslı Davaz 
is a researcher, writer and women’s history archivist and co-found-
er of the Women’s Library and Information Centre Foundation in 
Istanbul (1990). She studied French language and literature at the 
University of Paris VIII. She is one of the few researchers who spe-
cialize in women’s archives in Turkey, and for many years she car-
ried out research studies on this subject. She has spent much of the 
past 30 years engaging in efforts aimed toward the acquisition, pres-
ervation, and dissemination of documents related to women’s his-
tory and she has been working in many projects regarding women 
centred archives and the memory of women’s history. She has espe-
cially worked on building up the Periodical Collection, the Women’s 
Organization Collection, and the Private Archive Collection. She 
has written articles on women centered libraries and archives, and 
participated in many workshops, conferences, and symposia related 
to this subject. She published three books. She currently works on 
women’s history and women centred archives and serves as the Gen-
eral Board Member of the Foundation. She carried out her work as 
an Executive Committee Member of the Foundation in 1990 – 1995, 
2003 – 2005, 2005 – 2007; she also served as the President of the Exec-
utive Committee in 1990, 1997, 2000, 2009 – 2011, 2017 – 2019, 2019 – 
2021 (pp. 126 – 132).

Lerna Ekmekçioğlu 
is the McMillan Stewart Associate Prof. of History and Women & 
Gender Studies at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology where 
she is also affiliated with the Women and Gender Studies Depart-
ment. Her research focuses on the late Ottoman Empire, early Turk-
ish Republic, and minorities, especially Armenians. Her first mono-
graph, Recovering Armenia: The Limits of Belonging in Post-Genocide 
Turkey, came out from Stanford University Press in 2016. In 2006 
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she co-edited a volume in Turkish on the first five Armenian Otto-
man feminists (Bir Adalet Feryadı, Aras Yayıncılık). Currently she 
is collaborating with Dr. Melissa Bilal (UCLA) for a book and digital 
humanities project titled »Feminism in Armenian: An Interpretive 
Anthology and Documentary Archive« (Stanford U. Press, 2024) 
(pp. 44 – 51).

Elizabeth B. Frierson 
took her B. A. in Comparative Religion from the University of Ver-
mont and her M. A. and Ph. D. in Near Eastern Studies from Prince-
ton University. She has published several articles on late-Ottoman 
politics and society through the lens of women’s history, with a fo-
cus on history of the press between 1895 and 1910. In addition to 
Southwest Asian and North African history, she teaches courses on 
WW I as global history and WW I and medicine, with attention to 
ethnicities and genders in a combination of social and military his-
tory (pp. 52 – 58).

Deniz Kandiyoti 
is Emeritus Professor of Development Studies at SOAS, University of 
London. She pioneered new research into comparative perspectives 
on patriarchy and on the implications of global governance, Islam and 
state policies for the politics of gender in Turkey, post-Soviet Central 
Asia and Afghanistan. 2011 – 2015 she monitored the effects of the 
Arab uprisings (as guest editor for 50.50 Open Democracy) analys-
ing new forms of gender-based violence and grass-roots mobilization 
(pp. 107 – 113).

Efi Kanner 
is Assistant Professor of Turkish Culture and Society in the De-
partment of Turkish and Modern Asian Studies of the University of 
Athens. She graduated from the History and Archaeology Depart-
ment of the Athens University. She was awarded a Diplôme d’Études 
Apprfondies (D. E.A.) by the École des Hautes Études en Sciences 
Sociales (Paris) and a Ph. D. from the University of Athens. Her re-
search interests cover the social history of the Late Ottoman Empire 
and Turkey including microhistory, the history of education and 
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philanthropy, the history of gender relations, and the history of so-
cial movements (pp. 59 – 67).

Martin Lücke 
has been the Academic Director of the Margherita von Brentano 
Center for Gender Studies at Freie Universität Berlin since 2019. His 
work focuses on historical diversity research, the history of gender 
and sexuality, as well as queer history. Between 2004 and 2007 he 
pursued his doctorate on The history of male prostitution in the Ger-
man Empire and the Weimar Republic at the University of Bielefeld as 
a doctoral fellow of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation.
Among his most important publications is the monography Mascu-
linity in Disorder. Homosexuality and male prostitution in the German 
Empire and Weimar Republic (in German; Series »History and Gender« 
Vol. 58), Frankfurt (Main): Campus 2008) and the handbook: Sebas- 
tian Barsch / Bettina Degner / Christoph Kühberger /  Martin Lücke 
(eds.): Handbook on diversity in teaching history. Including the didac-
tics of history, (in German; Schwalbach / Taunus: Wochenschau 2020).
His latest project focuses on the topic of »Human rights, queer genders 
and sexualities since the 1970s« as a sub-project of the DFG research 
group 2065 Law – Gender – Collectivity (2021 – 2024) (pp. 133 – 136).

Laurent Mignon 
is Associate Professor of Turkish language and literature at the Uni-
versity of Oxford, a Fellow of St Antony’s College and Affiliate Pro-
fessor at the Luxembourg School of Religion & Society. His research 
focuses on the minor literatures of Ottoman and Republican Turkey, 
in particular Jewish literatures, as well as the literary engagement 
with non-Abrahamic religions during the era straddling the Otto-
man Empire and the Turkish Republic (pp. 22 – 23).

Ingela Nilsson 
is Professor of Greek and Byzantine Studies at Uppsala University. 
In 2019 – 21 she was Director of the Swedish Research Institute in 
Istanbul. With a Ph. D. from the University of Gothenburg (2001), 
Nilsson has teaching and research experience from Freie Universität 
Berlin, EHESS (Paris) and the University of Oslo. Her research in-
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terests concern storytelling and narratology, primarily in – but also 
beyond – the Greek-Byzantine literary tradition. She is a member 
of the Royal Swedish Academy of Letters and editor of the journal 
Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies (Cambridge University Press) 
(pp. 137 – 139).

Nicole A. N. M. van Os 
is an affiliated researcher at the Leiden Institute for Area Studies, 
Leiden University. She has been studying and researching the lives 
of women in the Ottoman Empire for over thirty years and is par-
ticularly interested in women’s organisations in the Ottoman Empire 
(pp. 68 – 73).

Heike Pantelmann 
is Managing Director of Margherita von Brentano Center for Gen-
der Studies at Freie Universität Berlin. Her fields of activity are in-
ternationalization as well as gender and diversity in teaching. Her 
research interests include Gender, Diversity and Diversity Manage-
ment, Gender order / gender relations in organizations, Power and 
control in organizations, and Sexual harassment/assault in higher 
education contexts. She is part of the transnational research project 
»Sexual Harassment, Discrimination and Violence in Higher Educa-
tion Contexts« (pp. 120 – 125).

Irvin Cemil Schick 
was born in Istanbul, Turkey. He holds a Ph. D. from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology and has worked and taught in the US 
and Turkey. His current research interests are cultural and intellectu-
al history, the arts of the book, gender and sexuality, and human-an-
imal relations, all in the context of Islam and particularly Turkey. He 
is the author, editor or co-editor of eleven books as well as numerous 
articles (pp. 24 – 26).

Evren Savcı 
is Assistant Professor of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
at Yale University. She is the author of Queer in Translation: Sexual 
Politics under Neoliberal Islam (Duke University Press, 2021), which 
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analyzes sexual politics under contemporary Turkey’s AKP regime. 
In her current project, she is investigating monogamy’s centrality to 
capitalism and historical and comtemporary challenges to it in Tur-
key (pp. 114 – 116).

Gülşah Şenkol 
is a historian of the Modern Middle East and North Africa, special-
izing in comparative women’s history in the Middle East. Currently, 
she holds a joint postdoctoral fellowship from Royal Holloway, Uni-
versity of London (RHUL) and Koç University, Research Center for 
Anatolian Civilizations (ANAMED). She also teaches at Koç Univer-
sity as a part-time lecturer. Her forthcoming book project Diverging 
Genealogies and Conflicting Trajectories of Feminism in Egypt and 
Turkey from the Late Ottoman Empire into the 1930s investigates 
the interaction between organized women’s movements in Turkey 
and Egypt, and their relation with global women’s activism during 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Dr. Şenkol holds 
a Ph. D. in History from the Ohio State University (2019) and she is 
also the founder of GSSneareast: Network for Gender and Sexuali-
ty Studies in the Near East: https://gssneareast.org. Her publications 
and projects can be found at https://www.gs-wgss.com (pp. 74 – 83).

Richard Wittmann 
is the Acting Director of the Orient-Institut Istanbul. After study-
ing law, Islamic and Turkish Studies in Munich and Berlin, Rich-
ard Wittmann obtained his doctorate in 2008 in History and Middle 
Eastern Studies from Harvard University with a dissertation on intra- 
communal dispute resolution among Christians and Jews in 17th cen-
tury Istanbul. In their choice of legal avenues he was able to show 
that – among other causes – gender was a key determing factor for 
non-Muslims.
Richard Wittmann’s research interests focus on the legal and so-
cial history of the Ottoman Empire from the classical period to the 
founding of the Republic of Turkey. When it comes to social history, 
the inclusion of non-canonized individuals such as labour migrants, 
resident foreigners, and women is a key concern which he attempts 
to pursue on the basis of autobiographical testimonies in a variety 

https://gssneareast.org
https://www.gs-wgss.com
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of languages. At the Orient-Institut Istanbul, Richard Wittmann has 
established the research field »Self-Narratives as Sources for the His-
tory of the Late Ottoman Empire.« Through his own published work 
and the publications he supervises as editor he seeks to advance re-
search on life narratives on the region, which is still at a rudimen-
tary stage compared to other parts of the world. He edits the online 
publication series Memoria, which makes smaller neglected autobi-
ographical sources in a number of less common languages accesi-
ble for research by publishing them in English translation together 
with an introduction. He is also the cooeditor of Routledge’s book 
series Individual and Empire in the Near East. Publications in both 
series have contributed to making the voices of unnoticed women 
writers audible. Wittmann’s 2021 coedited volume (with Tolga Cora) 
titled Fighting Under the Same Banner: Memories from the Ottoman 
Theater of the Great War (Archiv orientální, 88 (3)) includes a very in-
sightful article by (contributor to Mapping Gender) Dr. Nicole van Os 
on World War I life writings by women. At the Orient-Institut several 
activities have been undertaken to highlight the importance of gen-
der studies. A PostDoc position on Gender Studies was established in 
2020 with Dr. Gülşah Şenkol (formerly: Torunoğlu) as its first ben-
eficiary with the aim of fostering interdisciplinary research on Gen-
der together with SU Gender at Sabancı University and other expert 
partners in the field. The Spring lectures series in 2021 (coorganized 
with Gülşah Şenkol) was dedicated to »Life Narratives and Gender: 
Voices of Women in the Near East and Eastern Mediterranean« and 
presented new theoretical approaches as well as empirical research 
on autobiographical texts produced by women in Greek, Polish, Lad-
ino, and Arabic during the 18th – 20th centuries (pp. 2 – 10).

Seçil Yılmaz 
is an assistant professor of history at Franklin and Marshall College. 
Yılmaz specializes in the social and political history of the Ottoman 
Empire and modern Middle East with a focus on gender, sexuality, 
and medicine (pp. 84 – 87).

https://www.oiist.org/en/selbstzeugnisse-als-quellen-zur-geschichte-des-spaten-osmanischen-reichs/
https://www.oiist.org/en/selbstzeugnisse-als-quellen-zur-geschichte-des-spaten-osmanischen-reichs/
https://www.routledge.com/Life-Narratives-of-the-Ottoman-Realm-Individual-and-Empire-in-the-Near-East/book-series/LNOR



