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Title: Trade Union Relations and Delegations between the German 
Democratic Republic (FDGB) and India (AITUC, INTUC, 
HMS) from 1964 to 1982 

Year: 2022 
Compiled by: Georg Lilie, CeMIS, Georg-August-Universität Göttingen 
Sources: Archiv der Parteien und Massenorganisationen der DDR 

(SAPMO), in the Bundesarchiv, Berlin 
 

Description: Initial contacts of the GDR´s Free German Trade Union Confederation 
(FDGB) with India existed before 1964, but from that year onward, ties 
between the FDGB and the All-India Trade Union Congress (AITUC), 
affiliated with the Communist Party of India (CPI), deepened and for-
malized. That same year, the CPI experienced a split between the CPI 
and the CPI (Marxist). In the early 1970s, the FDGB also became more 
interested in the Indian National Trade Union Council (INTUC).  This 
was related to a split in the Indian National Congress (INC) in 1969, as 
well as the presumed and related leftward evolution of Indira Gandhi's 
government. Likewise, links were now established with the Socialist-led 
Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS). The declared goal of the FDGB was to es-
tablish a "trade union unity of action" among the various Indian federa-
tions. However, cooperation with the HMS broke down with the decla-
ration of the state of emergency in June 1975. With the end of the state 
of emergency and the electoral defeat of the INC in 1977, as well as an 
accompanying realignment of the CPI on the one hand and the GDR's 
India policy on the other, the FDGB's relationship with the INTUC also 
cooled. The FDGB's relations with Indian trade unions were largely 
shaped by the GDR's foreign policy interests. In particular, the struggle 
for full diplomatic recognition by the Indian Republic (1972) as the self-
declared leading nation of the non-aligned states played an essential 
role. 
The core of this Thematische Ressource is an annotated list of delega-
tions that took place between 1964 and 1982. On the one hand, it lists 
delegations of members of the FDGB and its sub-unions to India. On the 
other hand, visits by Indians who were associated with Indian trade un-
ions are shown. The delegations were of different nature. They could be 
reciprocal formal visits to conferences and congresses, as well as repre-
sentative delegations. Likewise, lecturers were sent to India. The GDR 
also received "study delegations", trainees and students. Also listed are 
recreational and curative visits by Indians, as well as some informal vis-
its by high-ranking trade unionists/politicians. The sources are located 



in the holdings of the Federal Executive Committee of the FDGB in Ar-
chiv der Parteien und Massenorganisationen der DDR (SAPMO), which 
can be found in the Bundesarchiv in Berlin. The descriptions and com-
ments therefore refer primarily to the activities and views of the FDGB 
as presented in the sources. The list is supplemented by an index of per-
sons, a detailed list of the archival documents used, and a list of abbre-
viations.  
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List of Delegations
Signature/s Occasion Duration of Occasion Total Stay Time / Travel Time Sending Institution Traveller Gifts and Donations Country of Destination Other Delegations/Representatives present Cities/Districts visited Organization/ Institutions/ Buildings/ Events visited Persons met Mission Statement// Reception Concept // Travel Report // Correspondence Reporting Media

DY34/10520 2nd Conference of the National 
Federation of Metal and Engineering 
Workers of India (AITUC)

01.02.-02.02.1964 30.01.-12.02.1964 IG Metall (FDGB) Arno Otto, 
Kurt Selbmann, 
Joachim Meinert

India Mechanical Engineering Trade Union of the USSR, 
Metalworkers' Union of Hungary, 
Mr. Grigoryan for the WFTU

Hyderabad, 
Bangalore, 
Bombay, 
Calcutta

AITUC, 
Federation of Metal and Engineering Workers of India, 
Government and private sector enterprises (detailed in the report), 
Trade union offices and workers' housing

S. A. Dange, 
Satish Loomba,  
Factory managers, workers and
trade union representatives from
different factories

Travel report: A very detailed report of 10.03.1964, 23 pages in all, to the IG Metall Central Executive Committee described the conference, the visits to various companies and the economic, social and political developments in India in
general and in the metal and electronics industry in particular. Foreign policy issues play an important role in the report. These include German-German relations, a particular focus on the delegation's work, AITUC demands for the
withdrawal of the US 7th Fleet from the Indian Ocean and the aftermath of the Indo-Chinese War. The latter led to the declaration of a state of external emergency. 
Very detailed reference was also made to West German-Indian ties. The report discusses activities of the embassy and the Max Müller Institutes on the one hand, and the training of Indian skilled workers in the FRG on the other. In addition
to other positive conditions for the foreign policy activities of the GDR in India, the last two aspects may also have been an incentive for strengthening relations with the AITUC, which the reporter advised. 
In addition, the report describes talks between the IG Metall delegation and Anglo-Saxon factory managers. It seems natural, if not desirable, for the FDGB representatives to comment not only on trade union policy but also on the foreign
and economic policy of the GDR.

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

27th AITUC Congress 16.05.-22.05.1966 17.05.-30.05.1966 FDGB Alfred Wilke, 
Veronika Lieb

To the hands of the AITUC 
Congress: Bust of Karl Marx

India Renato Bitossi (WFTU), 
K. A. Guseinov (WZSPS), 
as well as Bulgarian, Czechoslovak, Yugoslav, Mongolian and 
Hungarian trade unions

Delhi, 
Bombay

AITUC and various of its branches, 
Women's meeting of the AITUC, 
Ceylonese delegation,
Bombay Journalists' Association, 
Visit to the deep-sea trawler "Gera" in Bombay harbour, 
Consulate General of the CSSR, 
modern private textile factory, 
old nationalised textile factory, 
Solidarity exhibition for Vietnam

Bernhard Schünke, 
Mr. Sachse, 
Mr. Grawetzki, 
Mr. Rehmer, 
S. A. Dange, 
wife and daughter of S.A. Danges, 
K. G. Sriwastava, 
Satish Loomba 

Travel report: The 38-page report contains, among other things, a detailed timetable, which gives a deep insight into the close cooperation of the delegation of the FDGB with the trade mission representatives of the GDR. Similar to the
1964 IG Metall delegation, the presentation of the GDR and its understanding of German-German relations seemingly plays the central role here. 
According to the author of the report, the recognition of the GDR by India was an important step for peace in Europe and against imperialism. This also appears in one of the two annexes, which reproduces the FDGB's speech at the AITUC
conference. The making of new contacts with AITUC affiliates is also mentioned. 
It should be noted that the delegation travelled under sensitive conditions of German, Indian and world politics. This is clearly reflected in the travel report and its discussion on the AITUC Congress, which was held after the CPI split. The
travel report therefore contains a detailed analysis of the report of General Secretary S. A. Dange, too. Also included is a table showing the positions of the different factions (right, left, neutral) in the AITUC on Dange's report, as well as on
trade union and other political issues from the FDGB's point of view.

Correspondence: The entry was delayed because, contrary to the delegation's assumption and statements by the MfAA, no Indian visas were available at the changeover in Moscow.

New Age, 
Trade Union Record

DY34/8320 Afro-Asiatic Symposium 25.04.-02.05.1966 22.04.-11.05.1966 Trade Union of Science
(FDGB)

For the FDGB: 
Prof. Dr. Jürgen Kuczynski, 
Dr. Paul Friedländer, 
Kurt Baudisch; 
Prof. Dr. Buzislawski
For the State Secretariat for 
Higher education and technical 
education in the GDR: 
Dr. Ludwig Pfeiffer, 
Dr. Henry Buggel

India New Delhi Mission statement/reception concept: A detailed explanation and conception of the importance of the symposium, which was hosted by the World Federation of Scientists, is presented. The Vice President of India, Zakir Hussain, was the
patron. The GDR was invited by the Indian hosts as well as the World Federation. 
According to the concept, the GDR's position on peace and the resolution of the national question was to be discussed. This was to culminate in a press conference at the GDR Trade Mission. In addition, the importance of the GDR as a
socialist state in the promotion of science and education was to be emphasised. Specialist papers were also to be presented at the symposium on the following topics: 
- World population development and world nutrition, 
- Problems of the technical revolution in developing countries, 
- Exploration and exploitation of deposits in developing countries, 
- New ways of training experts in tropical and subtropical forestry. 
Furthermore, contacts were to be established with scientists from present countries and present representatives of the UN specialised agencies. Scientific findings from the countries concerned were to be brought back to the GDR. The FRG
would not be present, as it was not represented in the World Federation of Scientists. The estimated expenditure for the three FDGB representatives was 14,052.80 (Ost) Mark. It appears that foreign policy considerations were tantamount
to the scientific knowledge gain for sending the delegation.

Tribüne

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

2nd Congress of the All-Indian 
Federation of Medical Institutions and 
Employees of the Medical Sector

22.10.-23.10.1966 20.10.-02.11.1966 Health Care Union (FDGB) Günther Plarre, 
Dr. Ursula Rabe

Baby equipment (not 
explained in further detail), 
was handed over at congress

Soviet Union,
India

Health sector trade unions of the Soviet Union, Romania and 
Hungary

Moscow, 
Delhi, 
Hyderabad, 
Guntur, 
Madras, 
Calcutta

Soviet Health Trade Union, 
All India Health Union, 
Government Hospital, Guntur, 
Hospital of the Social Security Fund, 
Government Hospital and Leprosy Hospital in Madras, 
Bata Workers sickness Benefit Society in Calcutta, 
The Bank-Workers of the State Bank of India Staff Association, 
Indian Bank Association and Exchange Banks Association, 
Bata Works Union, 
Student-Health House in Calcutta, 
AITUC

Secretaries of the AITUC, 
local trade union leaders, 
Heads of social security funds, 
Raj Bahadur Gour, 
Usha Gupta, 
Prabhat Kar, 
M. Atchuthan, 
Dr. K. L. Pandhe, 
Satish Loomba, 
N. D. Sundiyal, 
Romash Mukherjee, 
Dr. A. B. Basu

Travel report: Günther Plarre, who wrote the 21-page report, was not originally supposed to be the head of the delegation. Therefore, he probably would not have reported in the first place. Possibly this explains a style of reporting that
differs in part from other reports. 
On the one hand, the language is more ideological, almost propagandistic. For example, he writes "We delegates from the first socialist freedom state in German history were particularly pleased to learn about the different character of the
two German states". On the other hand, the reporter seemed genuinely touched and moved by the experiences of the trip. 
The report describes the conference and, in the appendix, the introductory speeches. Visits to various health facilities are also described. Furthermore, a list of questions by Indian journalists about the GDR, some of which were considered
"provocative", is included. 
Compared to other reports, Plarre's report appears more impressionistic, despite its sometimes very ideological language, and the conclusions are likewise shorter and deviate from the pattern of other reports.

Humanitas, 
Heilberufe

DY34/8300 19th World Conference of the TUI of  
postal- and telegraph workers

11.07.-14.07.1966 // National Federation of Postal 
and Telegraph Workers of 
India

D. Gnaniah Belgium Member organisations of the TUI Brussels Correspondence: A transcript of the speech by the General Secretary of the Indian trade union, D. Gnaniah, can be found in German in the documents of the Federal Executive Committee of the FDGB. This was enclosed as an attachment to
a letter dated 20.09.1967, apparently to underline that the NFPT was pursuing an independent course and was also interested in cooperation with the trade unions of the socialist countries. In the letter, D. Gnaniah requested that two
members of his union be received in the GDR.

DY34/10520 General Council meeting of the WFTU Beginning of December 1966 // FDGB, 
AITUC, 
other member organisations

Wolfgang Beyreuther, 
K. G. Sriwastava

Bulgaria Sofia Travel report: In a report dated 07.12.1966 from Sofia, Beyreuther wrote about his conversation with Sriwastava. He mentioned arguments with the Chinese delegation. In his and Sriwastava's opinion, "the Chinese" had only appeared to
provoke. They could not be reasoned with. 
They also discussed the postponement of a delegation to May 1967, future study delegations and Indian exit regulations associated with them, as well as the health condition of S.A. Dange and Sriwastava himself.

DY34/8300 Delegation of trainees January 1967 to May 1968 // possibly the AITUC Devrabatha Mukherjee GDR Dresden VEB Schokopack (factory for chocolate and packaging machinery) Jochen Stopperam Correspondence: In a letter dated 20.12.1968 to the Foreign Liaison Department of the FDGB, Jochen Stopperam asked to take note of an enclosed letter from the Indian engineer D. Mukherjee. The latter asked for a new contract lasting
several years. Stopperam himself suggested that "Dev" held socialist views and would therefore be eligible for training in trade union work. In a reply dated 03.10.1969 Arno Schäfer rejected this request. It was not an official delegation
request from a partner trade union. Therefore, no commitment could be made. It would also be of "greatest benefit" if trained cadres returned to their home countries. Only a request from the Indian government to official GDR bodies
could add weight now.

DY34/8300 Representative delegation Late 1966 or early 1967 // National Federation of Metal
& Engineering Workers of
India (AITUC)

Vaman Tamhane Czechoslovakia
GDR

Localities in Czechoslovakia, 
Berlin

FDGB Uwe Fischer, 
Wolfgang Beyreuther

Correspondence: In a letter to Kurt Selbmann dated 27.03.1967, V. Tamhane thanked the FDGB for its hospitality in the GDR following his stay in Czechoslovakia. He mentioned the informative nature of the visit to a concentration camp.
Also praised was the "thirst of the German people in general and the border troops in particular for world peace" in the light of West German provocations. Even without having spoken to workers in the GDR or having visited a factory,
Tamhane said, a good impression was made by the conversations with his interpreter Uwe Fischer.

DY34/8300 Medical treatment April to June 1967 Stay until at least August 1967 AITUC Mr. Diwakar GDR,
Hungary

Berlin, 
Budapest

Correspondence: Correspondence about Diwakar's trip involved MfAA, trade mission, AITUC and FDGB. 
This seems representative of the FDGB´s internal communication regarding delegations in both directions. The flight tickets for Diwakar were paid for by the FDGB. This seems to have been standard FDGB practice from this point on. 
Diwakar's flight was apparently changed several times, presumably due to his unstable health situation. At the end of June, the FDGB wrote to the Central Council of Hungarian Trade Unions, as Diwakar had expressed the wish to visit
Hungary as well. Flight tickets were to be paid for by the FDGB. On 22 January 1969 Diwakar wrote again to Kurt Selbmann with the request to send him a diagnosis and the necessary medicines to India. According to German notes, these
were to be handed over via other delegates going to India. On 01.09.1970 Sriwastava wrote again with the request to have medicine and injections for Diwakar sent via Krishna Swami.

DY34/8300 Medical treatment 27.02.1967-1.3.1967 // Monoj Chatterjee GDR Berlin-Karlshorst, School of
Economics

District Office for Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases Dr. med. Ganguin Correspondence: In a report by Dr.med. Ganguin, the course of the disease, the healing and the condition of the patient suffering from spondylitis tuberculosa (tuberculosis) are reported.

DY34/8300 Studies at the trade union university 20 Months planned from 28.04.1967

It is not clear whether the delegation
ultimately took place and when it ended.

AITUC two AITUC members;
possibly the delegates Harish 
Tewari and Subbaraju are 
meant, whose arrival in the 
GDR on 07.05.1967 is 
mentioned in another note

GDR Correspondence: Study delegation was supposed to arrive as early as September 1966. However, this was not possible because, according to W. Beyreuther, the AITUC did not respond to requests to specify the plans.

DY34/8300 Medical treatment 05.06.-12.07.1967 AITUC Sriwastava and members of his 
family

GDR Correspondence: Communication and planning of the visit was delayed because Sriwastava said he was tied up in India due to the elections and their consequences. After his stay, a possibly forgotten suitcase with toys, toothbrush and
frying pans was subsequently sent after him.

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Study delegation 26.07.-14.08.1967 AITUC Bajpai Ambika Prassad, 
Raoba Avnaji Chikne

GDR District of Neubrandenburg, 
Potsdam, 
Berlin

Cecilienhof Heinz Kinder,
Arjun Jagota

Mission statement/reception concept: According to a conception, the FDGB invited the Indian delegates to gain an insight into the working and living conditions of the labourers of the GDR and to explain the role of the FDGB in the
"completion of the construction of socialism in our republic and for the struggle for peace and the international unity of action of the working class".

Travel report: In his report of 16 August 1967 to the FDGB, Heinz Kinder assessed the delegation as a success. The aims set out in the mission had been achieved. It must be mentioned at this point that this was the rule. There is no received
FDGB report, based on the material used for this list, which states that set tasks regarding delegations received or sent were not fulfilled. 
The report on the AITUC study delegation's stay in Berlin is structured in a fundamentally different way from the reports of FDGB delegations on their experiences abroad. This is representative of most reports on the reception of Indian
delegations. There is a meticulous account of how the delegates moved to adopt positions that were in line with the political line in the GDR. Deviating positions, which were recorded as problematic, are also noted. Here, of course,
differences between the positions of the CPI and the CPI(M) representatives occurred. It was seen as positive that at the end the delegates no longer raised questions about differences in West Berlin, but had "understood". 
An exchange about the respective trade union work is not recorded. The following remark is also stated at the end of the report: "Finally, I would like to note that after the stay in the Neubrandenburg district, a stay of several days in Berlin
did not seem advisable. Here, on the part of the delegates (but I suspect also influenced by the interpreter), there was only the desire to use the time for private visits to their compatriots, which in my opinion is not positive in any case",
which at least shows the paternalistic and controlling relationship between the FDGB representative and the Indian delegates. However, it also suggests that FDGB representatives were concerned about events that were not part of their
programme, where they could thus not exert influence or determine the narrative.

Correspondence: The names of delegates were to be sent by 20 June 1967. The flight and accommodation costs were borne by the FDGB, as was the case with most delegations received from that point on. Hasso Breitenstein asked for the
entry on 24 July to be observed, as an appropriate programme had been prepared. Such requests can be found regularly in correspondence to other delegations. They were very often not fulfilled, justified by reference to bureaucratic
hurdles in India or important political or industrial events.

DY34/8300 Student or Trainee Delegation Planned for two years // AITUC Sudesh Kochhar GDR Berlin, 
Karl-Marx City

VEB Zentrales Reparaturwerk Naumann, 
Peuker, 
Selbmann, 
Heinrich

Mission statement/reception concept: Whether the training actually took place, was completed or was converted into a course of study is not clear from the archival record. However, it is clear that Sudesh Kochhar declared after his arrival
in Karl-Marx-Stadt that he would not take up training as a machine tool fitter. He justified this by saying that he had originally been offered an engineering degree. This is disputed in a memo from the FDGB. There it is stated that Mr.
Kochhar was dissatisfied with his accommodation and lack of contacts for political exchange. Only vocational training could be offered by the FDGB. According to the note, this was also stated in a letter to Mr. Kochhar dated 6 March 1967.
The FDGB rejected a departure from Karl-Marx-Stadt. Only alternative accommodation would be possible. Regarding the lack of contact, the note stated that it depended on Mr. Kochhar whether and how he found friends in the company.
He should therefore be asked to behave like a "disciplined trade unionist". 

DY34/8300 23rd anniversary of the Madurai Motor 
Labour Union

27.08.1967 // FDGB India Correspondence: In a letter in this archival record, the FDGB is asked by the Madurai Motor Labourers' Union to send a delegation on the occasion of its anniversary. If delegates could not travel, a message of greetings was requested. Such
requests will be repeated regularly from then on by AITUC affiliates, and later by INTUC and HMS affiliates. 
In the phase before 1972, i.e. the recognition of the GDR by the Republic of India, such requests seem to have been answered positively more often than after full diplomatic recognition. Other factors, such as the importance of the union,
its affiliation to a particular federation, the political situation in India, pre-existing FDGB plans for Indian delegations, as well as FDGB festivities in the GDR and internationally, also played a role in the decisions. The acceptance of such
delegations, or even the form of the refusal (no delegation but greeting message; no delegation and no greeting message but formal refusal; ignoring the request) also provide information about possible political considerations of the FDGB,
which do not necessarily always have to emerge explicitly from the files. 
Requests for delegations whose realisation seems very vague or which were only mentioned with a greeting message are not mentioned in further entries below. They are, however, numerous in the archival records and certainly very
informative for interested researchers. For example, a request from the CITU to establish contacts dated 02.02.1973 contained in DY34/11464, which was ignored by the FDGB.

DY34/8300 Reporting for "Tribüne" in October 1967 in October 1967 FDGB, 
Redaktion der Tribüne

Anne Dessau India Calcutta, 
Madras, 
Bombay

Mission statement/reception concept: Reporting on the life and struggle of the working class of India and its trade unions.

Correspondence: In a letter dated 2.10.1967, Mr. Franke asked Mr. Sriwastava to support Ms. Dessau's work and to establish contacts with the regional branches of the AITUC. Sriwastava replied on 17.10.1967 with addresses of local general
secretaries. It is not clear from the archives whether Mrs. Dessau ultimately travelled. However, a comparison e.g. with the publications of the Tribüne should provide clarity.

DY34/10520 Initiative visit of the trade unionist and 
Minister of Labour of Kerala

12.03.-16.03.1968 12.03.-16.03.1968 United Trade Union Congress T. Krishnan Divakaran GDR Leipzig Parkhotel Leipzig, 
VEB Leipziger Textilspinnereien (textile factory),
VEB Möbel- und Innenausbau Leipzig (carpentry factory), 
Auerbachs Keller (restaurant),  
Leipziger Frühjahrsmesse (spring fair), 
Deutsch-Deutsche Grenzmauer (German wall), 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp memorial, 
Haus Berlin, 
USSR Embassy, 
Centrum-Warenhaus Alexanderplatz (shopping mall), 
West-Berlin

Horst-Dieter Zimmer, 
G. Glückmann, 
Werner Brodow, 
Peter Fritz, 
Mr. Karan, 
Mr. Zimmermann, 
Ms. John, 
Ms. Ullrich, 
Günter Wetuschat and Mr. Pflaum, 
Mr. Stoye and a journalist of
"Tribüne"

Travel report: MfAA supervisor Horst-Dieter Zimmer reports on Divakaran's visit to the GDR on 21 March 1968. The formal host was the FDGB. Nevertheless, the visit also seems to have been regarded as a kind of unofficial state visit on a
lower scale. 
Zimmerman reports that Divakaran, for his part, shared little information about the situation in India or in Kerala. Only about the conflicts between the CPI and the CPI(M) in the Kerala United Front government and about the possibility of
a third world war triggered by China did he express concern, according to the report. On his part, Zimmer was dismissive with regard to Divakaran perceived lack of competence to answer or assess issues or personalities in all-India politics.
Divakaran, it was claimed, was furthermore unable to put this information into a theoretical context. 
At the same time, Divakaran was, in his estimation, positively impressed by the situation in the GDR. He enquired about the possibilities of trade with the GDR, particularly the purchase of industrial machinery for Kerala. In an interview to
The Tribüne, which is also enclosed, Divakaran was positive about his visit. To some extent, however, the question arises whether he would have actually spoken in the style printed.

Tribüne

DY34/8300 May First and 7th FDGB Congress // Around May 1968 AITUC J. Viswanathan,
M. S. Krishnan

GDR 94 delegations from other countries Berlin, 
Dresden, 
Rostock, 
Potsdam

FDGB Correspondence: In a long handwritten letter, M. S. Krishnan wrote about his experiences in the GDR and after his return to India, where an important industrial dispute involving 30,000 workers was taking place. The trip must have
impressed and moved him very much, or at least he so wrote. He expressed the wish that Peter (probably Peter Fritz) would honour him with a return visit by the FDGB both to his home and to his union district in India.

Deccan Herald reports under
the title "TU Congress
Concludes in Berlin"

DY34/10520 17th INTUC Congress 12.05.-13.05.1968 probably a period of several weeks WZSPS W. Bugatikow and other fellow 
travellers

India Delhi, 
Ahmedabad, 
Bombay

Factories and companies,
INTUC, 
AITUC, 
HMS, 
Hind Mazdor Panschajat (Hind Mazdoor Panchayat)

Travel report: The report is a German translation of the detailed article by Bugatikow published in Trud. Among other things, the report addresses the major droughts and the difficulties of post-colonial social and economic development.
He then turns to the current crisis in India. In the INTUC, there would be signs of disputes as well, or at least criticism of the Indian National Congress' dealings with the INTUC. According to Bugatikow, however, this was not thought to its
logical conclusion. Other trade union centres in India were neither impressed nor surprised by the decisions of the INTUC Congress.

Trud

DY34/8300 
DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Representative delegation 04.10.-17.10.1968 FDGB Dr. Harald Bühl, 
Kurt Selbmann, 
Peter Fritz

India Delhi, 
Chandigarh, 
Cochin, 
Madras, 
Nangal

AITUC, 
Fertiliser factory in Nangal, 
Textile factory in New Delhi

S. A. Dange, 
Sundreyal

Travel Report: A report from archival file DY34/8300 describes the practical experiences of the delegation. On their arrival in Delhi, the AITUC had initially not turned up to pick them up. Due to the "work slow movement", the telegram had
been delayed. A strike movement to implement a series of social demands in the textile industry, banking, newspaper workers, dockworkers, postal workers, civil aviation workers and state administrators led to fierce clashes, resulting in
50,000 dismissals. There were also numerous injuries and deaths, according to the report. Now the trade union struggle is to be continued, but now to obtain the reinstatement of the dismissed workers, too. From 11 October, there were
also hunger strikes by four members of the strike's action committee. Criticism was made about the policy of the Indian National Congress, under whose government the monopolies had been strengthened. The situation in the factories
visited was likewise discussed, including a comparison between the private and state sector. It was mentioned that there was a greater willingness between AITUC, INTUC and other trade unions to conduct joint trade union struggles. In
conclusion, a joint declaration was signed by AITUC and FDGB. The report of the trip was published in the Tribüne. 
Another internal report from DY34/10520 deals rather with the relationship with the WFTU and the Czech question of 1968, where Dange in particular seemed to be very close to the position of the FDGB delegation.

Correspondence: A. Schäfer asked for suggestions regarding the itinerary in order to be able to book flight tickets. Furthermore, W. Beyreuther wrote a letter to Sriwastava on 28.10.68 thanking him for receiving the FDGB delegation and
asking for more information about the hunger strike in which Sriwastava was involved.

Tribüne

DY34/8300 Lecturer´s visit // planned for 27.08.-25.09.1968, but
cancelled

FDGB India AITUC Mission statement/reception concept: Lectures on topics of special interest to AITUC members and functionaries, as well as deepening of friendly relations.

Correspondence: A. Schäfer asked for suggestions regarding the itinerary in order to book flight tickets. K.G. Sriwastava replied with a request for postponement as important elections were due in states without Congress Ministers.
Therefore, the lecturer was to visit in 1969. The lecturer's trip was again cancelled in 1969. 
Overall, it seems that the FDGB had a keen interest in sending Lektoren (lit. "lectors", also called propagandists in FDGB documents). Although the AITUC continually expressed an interest in, it seemed difficult to actually carry out these
trips. On the one hand, they presumably involved a great deal of organisational and financial effort for the inviting unions. For example, a three-week lecturers' trip planned for 1974 was cancelled by Mr. Parashar in discussion with Mr.
Oesterheld because the AITUC could not bear the resulting costs of an estimated 20,000 rupees at that time. There is also the question, which would have to be addressed to the archivists of the respective archives of the Indian trade
unions, of what actual added value they saw in the visit of lecturers from the GDR to India.
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DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Visit of the AIBEA 11.12.-20.12.1968 09.12.-21.12.1968 Trade Union of Employees of
State Bodies and Municipal
Economy (FDGB)

Heinz Eydner, 
Peter Fritz

India Chandigarh, 
Simla, 
New Delhi

AIBEA, 
Union of State Employees, 
Bhakra Dam, 
University City Chandigarh, 
Palace of the President of the Republic of India,
Indian House of Commons

Mr. Kar, 
H. L. Parvana, 
S. Kadhusudan, 
U. Singh, 
S. K. Vyas, 
K. N. Nayagam, 
Satish Loomba, 
K. G. Sriwastava

Mission statement/reception concept: The delegation was instructed to persuade the Indian bank union to make a statement regarding the developments in the CSSR. Furthermore, further negotiations were to be held with the Public
Services Union. In addition, efforts for the recognition of the GDR by the Indian state were to be further advanced and the new constitution of the GDR was to be presented. Finally, an overview of the social situation of the bank employees
and the state of their union, as well as their willingness to unite in trade union action, was to be obtained.

Travel report: The FDGB delegation was apparently very impressed by AIBEA. This seemed to relate to its strength, organisational form and politics. The aftermath of the major strikes in India in September and November 1968 seemed to
have played an important role in the discussions. Likewise, through AIBEA mediation, closer contacts were established with the Indian State Employees' Union. Here, as already at the AIBEA Congress, the question of automation again
played a role in the discussions. The AIBEA rejected this with reference to high unemployment. 
Overall, the FDGB delegation was very satisfied with its visit to India. However, the report also noted that in the AIBEA the Czechoslovak question "was not fully understood for lack of sufficient information on counterrevolutionary
developments". Likewise, there was no mistaking the influence of the "Western press" on rank and file members of the AIBEA. For example, the FDGB delegation was asked, among other things, "Why is there a better development going on
in West Germany than in the GDR?" It was also noted that despite an AIBEA commitment to gender equality, no women were encountered.

DY34/10520 Indian metal workers delegation to the 
GDR

05.10.-12.10.1968
(Stopover in CSSR)
16.10.-17.10.1968

05.10.-17.10.1968 National Federation of Metal
& Engineering Workers of
India (AITUC), 
Indian National Engineering
Workers Federation (INTUC)

Mohammed Elias, 
Kali Mukherjee

GDR
Czechoslovakia

Berlin, 
Prague

VEB Berliner Glühlampenwerk (light bulb factory), 
VEB Werk für Bauelemente der Nachrichtentechnik Teltow
(communications components factory), 
Cecilienhof (castle), 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp memorial, 
Friedrichstadtpalast (musical theatre), 
Restaurant Lindenkorso, 
German wall, 
Ratskeller (restaurant) in Berlin town hall, 
electronics cabinet in the VEB Elektronikhandel , 
Hotelgaststätte Newa (restaurant), 
Komische Oper (opera), 
Unter den Linden (main avenue in Eastern Berlin)

Mr. Heinze, 
Mr. Geyer, 
Siegfried Jelen, 
Ernst Zillmann, 
Ruth Loeb, 
Fanny Rosenthal

Travel report: On 29.10.1968 Ernst Zillmann reports on the visit by Mohammed Elias and Kali Mukherjee. Here he describes that Mr. Elias and Mr. Mukherjee showed common ground with regard to peace policy, the Vietnam War and wage
policy. They also recognised the GDR. Nevertheless, both Indian trade unionists stressed differences that did not prevent them from appearing together in Indian workplaces at the moment. 
Among other things, the delegation was very impressed by the fact that the general director of the VEB in Teltow was a mechanic by profession and how he cooperated with the trade union committee. Also of great interest was the fact that
both trade unionists spent four days in Prague. Before the trip to the CSSR, Elias had supported the Warsaw Pact invasion. Mukherjee kept a low profile. After returning, Mukherjee questioned the invasion of troops as "no counter-
revolution would have taken place". Zillmann noted that "colleagues returned with a great many rumours of Czechoslovak children being shot by Soviet troops". Research in possible personal papers of the two delegates about their
impressions in the CSSR could therefore bring to light extremely interesting contemporary historical documents. Mukherjee and Elias insisted on separate accommodation in the guest house with reference to their different religions. Overall,
Zillmann assessed the visit positively and advised increased cooperation with both unions.

ADN

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Study delegation 15.03.-30.03.1969 // AITUC Umanath Nayak, 
Gour Goswami

GDR Mission statement/reception concept: To get to know the FDGB activities and the working and living conditions of the working population of the GDR.

Travel report: In a handwritten memo dated 11.04.1969, Peter Fritz wrote of the agreement with Nayak and Goswami that events would be held in New Delhi, West Bengal, Kerala and possibly other places to mark the 20th anniversary of
the GDR. Material to be sent would be routed through the trade mission and recorded in the note. GDR writers were to compose shorter articles for Indian party and trade union press. This example clearly shows the extraordinary role
played by the FDGB in building Indo-GDR friendship societies in India.

Correspondence: The invitation was extended as part of the preparations for the 20th anniversary of the GDR, which were also accompanied by initiatives by "Friends of the GDR" in Asian countries. In a letter from Arno Schäfer to the entire
AITUC dated 16.01.1969, this reason was not mentioned. However, it seems to appear in a personal letter on the same day from Horst Heintze to AITUC member Loomba. Loomba declined his personal invitation on 20.02.1969, thanking him
for preparing a petition by INTUC, AITUC and others for 1 May. 

DY34/8300 A) Studies as a textile engineer
B) Training in agricultural engineering

A) Four years of study and one
year of German lessons 
B) 30 months of training and
three months of German
lessons

Planned from 01.09.1969 AITUC It is not clear from the
documents who travelled and
whether the training
delegations actually took place.
The archives suggest that
training stays in the GDR were
much more difficult to carry
out, at least in the period
before the full diplomatic
recognition of the GDR. In any
case, later training stays are
better documented in the
archival materials with an
explicit reference to India.

GDR Correspondence: Invitation  in a letter of FDGB functionary H. Franke dated 23.01.1969 (in the context of a joint declaration of 1968), asking the AITUC to propose two persons for training or study.

DY34/8300 Conference of the TUI Transport 12.05.-16.05.1969 Probably planned for 19 days Union of Dock Workers, 
Road Transport Union
(AITUC)

M. Bhadramurthi Sharma, 
Jasawant Singh 

GDR Correspondence: At the time of his return journey, M. B. Sharma was seriously ill, as a telegram from the GDR Transport Union to the AITUC dated 13 June 1969 stated. He therefore stayed in Berlin for medical treatment much longer than
planned.

DY34/8300 Medical treatment It is unclear whether and when 
the patients were actually able 
to enter the GDR, and what 
exact form of treatment they 
were ultimately received.

AITUC Mushtaque Ahmed Hussain, 
S. Ram Sahay

GDR Correspondence: According to Sriwastava, the medical treatment was to take place under a joint declaration of the AITUC and the FDGB in 1968. In subsequent years, remedial treatment was repeatedly carried out on this basis, involving
detailed exchanges about the ailments of the Indian trade unionists to be sent, and cancellations by the FDGB because the Ministry of Health found that the ailments did not require medical treatment or could not be treated. 
In a telegram dated 07.08.1969 to the AITUC, the FDGB requested that medical reports be sent urgently for patients to be treated. On 16.08.1969, Sriwastava replied and informed that S. Ram Sahay was suffering from atrophy of the left
forearm. S. M. Hussain suffered from sciatica (left) in 1966, abdominal typhoid in 1968 and was suffering from haemorrhoids and peripheral neuritis in 1969. On 05.09.1969, M. Atchuthan wrote that Mr. Hussain would particularly benefit
from a period of rest.
In an FDGB house memo, the Asia/America Department was informed that Mr Barow (Ministry of Health) was of the opinion that atrophy without signs of breakdown in Mr Sahay gave no cause for treatment. Treatment of Mr Hussain on
the basis of sciatica alone could also not be agreed to. On 07.11.1969, a telegram was sent to the AITUC declaring the medical treatment impossible according to the decision of the Ministry of Health. Instead, the FDGB proposed a three-
week recreational stay in November 1969. Hussain arrived on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the GDR in September 1969 (see line 35). On 14.11.1969, Sriwastava asked for Sahay's medical visit to be postponed until spring 1970.

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Study delegation 06.06.-16.06.1969 03.06.-17.06.1969 AITUC Dushasan Jena, 
Tulsidas Poria 

In preparation for 
celebrations of the 20th 
anniversary of the GDR, the 
delegation was given 
projector foils for use upon 
their return to India. Further 
slides on the development of 
the GDR and the trade unions 
were to follow later, and were 
presumably handed - as in 
other cases - via the GDR's 
commercial representation.

GDR District Gera: 
- Gera, 
- Weida, 
- Niederpöllnitz, 
- Klein-Aga

Interhotel Gera, 
Volkswacht Pressefest (press festival), 
Ausstellung Kunst und Architektur Gera (arts and architecture exhibition), 
VEB Kombinat Textile Verpackung in Weida (textile packaging factory), 
LPG Niederpöllnitz, 
VEB Klein-Aga, 
Buchenwald and Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp Memorials

Irmtraud Wilde, 
Heinz Konrad

Mission statement/reception concept: According to a schedule dated 27.05.69, the delegation was to deal in particular with questions of the scientific-technical revolution in the GDR, socialist agriculture and the policy of the so called "
Blockparteien" (bloc parties) in the GDR. It was also to be discussed what role the FDGB trade unions played in the GDR with regard to all of these issues.

Travel report: The report, presumably written by the supervisor and interpreter Irmtraud Wilde, is brief. It should be noted that this report in particular emphasises the role of youth and women. This is probably no coincidence. Wilde was
one of the few women, along with Margarete Müller, who formulated a report on the reception of Indian delegations or the sending of FDGB delegations. Particular interest on the part of Indian colleagues was reported by Wilde regarding
the cooperation of Christians and Marxists through the National Front. 
The visit to Sachsenhausen and Buchenwald moved the Indian colleagues greatly, according to the report. They asked for films on the subject to be produced in English so that they could be shown in India. According to the Indian trade
unionists, this would be an even better way to argue against imperialism and war. 
According to the report, the Indian delegates stated that the two most important questions of the Indian working class today are the recognition of the GDR and the achievement of unity of action in India. This seems interesting on the one
hand, but questionable on the other, since, for all the friendship between the FDGB and the AITUC, India was going through a sharp domestic political and economic crisis at that time. It is therefore questionable whether, for example, the
report expresses wishful thinking on the part of the receiving FDGB, a snapshot of the impressed Indian delegates or thoughtful diplomacy on the part of the delegates. Discussions were also held on the situation in the CSSR and the role of
Yugoslavia and China in the socialist camp. Overall, the goals set were considered to have been fulfilled.

DY34/8300 A) Visit to Budapest 
B) Medical treatment in the GDR

A) From 07.06.1969
B) subsequently until about the
end of August 1969

// AITUC N. D. Sundriyal Hungary
GDR

Correspondence: Sriwastava wrote to Beyreuther on 20 May 1969. He informed about Sundriyal's stay in Budapest. The latter had been treated for his stomach ulcers in the police hospice in Berlin in November/December 1964. He was
suffering again and now asked to visit the same institution again. 
In a telegram dated 06.06.1969, the FDGB asked the Central Council of Hungarian Trade Unions to inform Sundriyal that they had agreed to treat him so that he would travel to the GDR by plane on 18 or 19 June. On 05.09.1969 M.
Atchuthan thanked him for the treatment in a letter.

DY34/8300 A) World Assembly for Peace
B) Medical treatment

A) 19.06.1969 // AITUC Jagatprakash GDR //

DY34/8300 // Beginning of September 1969 // // S. G. Patkar GDR Correspondence: Telegram dated 31.07.1969 informs Patkar that his request to arrive must be refused as early as 10 August. He was to arrive on the agreed date in early September. The reason and duration of the trip remain unknown at
this point. However, delegates repeatedly expressed the wish to visit the GDR earlier or for longer. On the one hand, they did so with the desire to see more of the GDR, presumably also to have the opportunity to spend independent
holidays. On the other hand, the delegates often had direct or indirect Indian contacts in Berlin or other places in the GDR that they wanted to visit. The FDGB and other institutions in the GDR were usually not interested in granting free
stays.

DY34/8300 National conference for the  
recognition of the GDR under 
international law

14.09.-15.09.1969 // DEUSASIG, 
FDGB

Max Sefrin (DEUSASIG); 
Günter Müller and Peter Fritz 
(FDGB)

India Correspondence: The FDGB was invited by the AITUC to participate and send a two-member delegation to this conference. On 31 July 1969, Arno Schäfer wrote to Beyreuther on how the delegation should be composed and how the FDGB
delegates should be coordinated with the DEUSASIG and the Central Committee of the SED. In a telegram dated 9 September 1969, the FDGB cancelled the sending of its delegation because of the preparations for the 20th anniversary of the
GDR. On the one hand, this shows the cooperation between the FDGB and the trade societies of the GDR and thus also once again the importance of the FDGB for foreign policy and economic relations, as was already evident, among other
things, from the documents on the 2nd Conference of the National Federation of Metal and Engineering Workers of India (AITUC). On the other hand, it also revealed the FDGB's domestic priorities.

DY34/8300 Education at the Moscow International 
Trade Union School

01.09.1969- Mai 1970 // Gujarat State Transport
Employees' Union (AITUC)

Kanti M. Barot Soviet Union Moscow Correspondence: In a letter from Moscow, dated 28 April 1970, K. M. Barot expressed to Alfred Wilke his wish to visit the GDR in June 1970 and learn more about its transport workers. He would pay the costs himself, but would need an
invitation from Wilke or the FDGB to be allowed to visit the GDR. 
In a note to Franke, Wilke wrote that Barot's name might appear in a report of his. A reply was to be drafted and it was to be checked whether it was to be drawn by him or by the "Department" (for International Affairs). 
In a reply dated 20 May 1970 from Wilke to Barot, he informed him that his request was rejected. The FDGB was not in a position to receive Barot, apart from delegations already agreed with the AITUC. Barot could possibly enter in future
years as a member of the AITUC transport workers' delegations.

DY34/8300 A) 20th anniversary of the GDR 
B) Medical treatment' 

From 29.09.1969 onwards The time of departure is not clear from the
archives.

CPI,
AITUC

Dr. Ranen Sen, 
Mushtaque Ahmed Hussain

GDR Mission statement/reception concept: Participation in the 20th anniversary of the GDR.

Correspondence: AITUC in a letter dated 16.08.1969 suggested September and October as the best period for Mr. Sen's medical treatment as there were no parliamentary sessions at that time. Dr. Ranen Sen was also nominated by the CPI
as a delegate on its behalf for the 20th anniversary celebrations of the GDR. Mr. S.A. Dange, who was originally invited, could not attend due to his commitments in India. Instead, Mr. Ramamurti and Mr. Hussain would act as delegates on
behalf of the AITUC, Sriwastava informed by letter on 30.09.1969. On 04.10.1969, later M. Atchuthan informed about another change and that now Mr. Hussain and Dr. Ranen Sen would represent the AITUC. It seems that Dr. Ranen Sen's
visit, which was planned anyway, was opportunely combined with his delegation to represent the AITUC at the anniversary celebrations.

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Visit to the Agriculture and Forestry 
Union

28.10.-14.11.1969 28.10.-14.11.1969 All India Kisan Sabha (AITUC) Y. V. Krishnarao, 
Vald Chajjumal, 
Nallakannu, 
V. K. Muttatkar

GDR Parchim, 
Ludwigslust, 
Berlin, 
Roggendorf, 
Schwerin, 
Güstrow

VEG Parchim, 
VEB Ludwigslust, 
KfL Karow, 
LPG Roggendorf, 
MDW Schwerin, 
Zuckerkombinat Nordkristall in Güstrow (sugar factory)

Mr. Pavelzik, 
H. Klein

Travel report: The report of 26.11.1969 describes how the delegation of the All India Kisan Sabha was acquainted with the level of agriculture, food and forestry in the GDR at various places in the GDR. Discussions were held with trade
unionists, farmers, state functionaries, directors, foremen, workers, master craftsmen and divisional heads of various sectors. 
According to the report, the Indian trade unionists were particularly impressed by social and cultural facilities (especially crèches, kindergartens, etc.) as well as the rent and housing situation in the GDR. According to them, these insights
should also be helpful "in breaking the agitation against the GDR" in India. 
It was noted that there was a similar assessment of Indira Gandhi's policies. She was "an agent of monopoly capital despite some progressive measures like nationalisation of banks." 
It is interesting to note that the report does not actually refer at all to any discussions that may have taken place, particularly in relation to an exchange on aspects of the unionised industrial sector, either in the GDR or in India. Such
discussions, to the extent that they did take place, are rarely if ever reflected in the FDGB reports. In particular, to the extent that discussions did take place, it appears that there was no transfer of knowledge from Indian delegates to the
supervisors in the GDR. If it did, it was not recorded in the archival records given in this list. At best, the Indian delegates served as sources of information in this regard.

Correspondence: In a letter dated 13 May 1970, Kirchhof wrote to Peter Fritz about the trade mission in India. He reminded him of a promise that Mr. Pavelzik was supposed to have made to V. K. Muttatkar. According to this, the latter
promised Mr. Muttatkar that he would help him to enable his daughter to study at a medical school in the GDR. The All India Kisan Sabha would also support this, according to Mr. Muttatkar. 
In a reply dated 03.06.1970, H. Franke replied that no study places could be given at present. This could only be done by state agencies after agreement with the government of a respective country. Furthermore, Mr. Pavelzik had not made
such a promise.

DY34/8300 7th Congress of the WFTU 17.10.-31.10.1969 // UTUC Jatin Chakravorty Hungary
GDR

Budapest
Berlin

Correspondence: On 16 September 1969, A. Reder informed the FDGB on behalf of the regional office of the GDR trade mission in India of Mr. Chakravorty's interest in visiting the GDR. This was to be welcomed as he was a "veteran of the
trade union movement". He also sits for the RSP in the State Parliament of West Bengal, where he is the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs as part of the united front government. However, he was not a communist. This should be taken into
account in the discussions. In a separate letter dated 3 October, Mr. Chakravorty wrote to the WFTU with his request to visit the GDR after attending the WFTU Congress in Budapest to meet the FDGB and its leaders in East Berlin.

DY34/8300 A) 7th Congress of the WFTU
B) Medical treatment'

A) 17.10.-31.10.1969
B) subsequently till 12.12.1969

17.10.-12.12.1969 AIBEA H. L. Parvana Hungary
GDR

Budapest, 
Berlin

Correspondence: In a letter dated 24 December 1969, H. L. Parvana expressed his gratitude for his stay and medical treatment in the GDR following his visit to the 7th WFTU Congress in Budapest. In particular, he thanked the IG Druck und
Papier (print and paper), as well as the trade union of employees of the state organs and the municipal economy, as well as Peter Fritz and Heinz Edyner in particular. The stay also seemed to have made a great impression on him with
regard to the GDR as a whole. He had already described his impressions at several meetings in India.

 DY34/8300DY34/8320Lecturer´s visit Planned from 20.11.1969 The approximately 30-day journey, which
had already been postponed from 1968 to
1969, was cancelled again.

FDGB Dr. Hubert Filipowski GDR Correspondence: In a letter dated 12.02.1970, Sriwastava asks to postpone the visit until the end of 1970, as the situation in India is "very, very fluid".

DY34/8300
DY34/8320
DY34/10520

28th AITUC Congress 28.01.-01.02.1970 From 27.01., the exact time of return is
unknown.

FDGB Johann Müller, 
Peter Fritz

India AIBEA, 
All India Federation of Defence Employees, 
All India Kisan Sabha, 
All India Youth Federation and National Federation of Indian 
Women, 
WZSPS, 
UGSR, 
KDVR, 
Czechoslovak Trade Union Confederation, 
Bulgarian Trade Union Confederation, 
Mongolian Trade Union Confederation, 
Indo-GDR Friendship Association

New Delhi, 
Guntur, 
Hyderabad, 
Madras, 
Bangalore

AITUC, 
Indo-GDR Friendship Association

N. K. Krishnan Mission statement/reception concept: The delegation was entrusted with the presentation of the tasks of the trade unions in the GDR and in socialism more generally, the defence of the domestic and foreign policy of the GDR as part of a
"system of collective security in Europe", propagation for the recognition of the GDR and a further push against the Hallstein Doctrine, as well as the promotion of the so-called unity of action of the trade unions and a united front of "the
anti-imperialist forces". Furthermore, practical arrangements were to be made with the AITUC for 1970 and a discussion held with the Indo-GDR Friendship Association.

Travel report: The report was particularly devoted to the AITUC Congress, which was marked by the split of the AITUC into supporters of the CPI and the CPI(M). The report also highlighted the split in the Congress party. It appears that
there is a convergence between the CPI's conception of "national democratic revolution", which was described as right-wing in earlier reports, and the FDGB's political-ideological conceptions for resolving the crisis in India. 
Given the heightened class struggles in India, it seems interesting that the FDGB representative's speech at the AITUC Congress sounds less radical compared to earlier speeches. The FDGB also seems to see itself more as an institution that
can explain the united front and alliance policy to the Indian unions. The idea that the German Stalinists, in particular, had a special expertise in presenting the united front policy is unintentionally ironic, considering that before 1933 they
saw themselves incapable of instituting such a policy (key words: social fascism theory, Third Period) and after 1945, under pressure by the Red Army, there was a forced unification of the SPD and the KPD in the East. In any case, this
indicates a political change of course towards the future Congress government under Indira Gandhi, which will also have far-reaching consequences for the policy of the CPI and the AITUC, as well as for the foreign policy of the Eastern bloc
towards India. Furthermore, the idea that the German communists have a special expertise in presenting the united front policy is not without a certain irony. 
The speech of the FDGB delegate is appended in the report. It is devoted primarily to questions of German-German policy. To a lesser extent, he comments on questions of solidarity with democratic forces in the Arab region and the
struggle of the Vietnamese people against the US occupation. It does not constitute an authoritative intervention on the strategy and tactics of the Indian trade unions. The pattern of the speech and the evasion of joint debate is
representative of other such speeches by FDGB representatives in India.

Correspondence: In at least four letters from Mr. Sriwastava between 24.08.1969 and 22.12.1969, the exact dates for the conference were changed three times. In another letter dated 12.02.1970, Sriwastava apologises for not addressing the
FDGB delegation in Guntur. It appears that Mr. Sriwastava was under a lot of pressure. In a two-page letter to Mr. Sriwastava dated 27.02.1970, Johann Müller thanks Mr. Sriwastava for the stay and asks to discuss the proposals for
cooperation in 1970 with N. K. Krishnan. Originally Richard Pieper and not Johann Müller was intended as delegate.
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DY34/8300 Holiday visit Originally planned for 07.09.-
23.09.1970. It is possible that
the delegation was cancelled or
at least postponed for a few
weeks.

AITUC Krishna Swami GDR Correspondence: Visit arranged with M. S. Krishnan. Originally, a R. P. S. Bhadoriya was also announced. However, according to a telegram from Günther dated 04.09.1970, he did not arrive for departure.

DY34/8300 50th AITUC Anniversary 05.11.-06.11.1970 The arrival was planned for 04.11. The
planned day for return is unknown.

FDGB Günter Müller, 
Peter Fritz

India Correspondence: In a message of greeting, FDGB Chairman Herbert Warnke addresses the AITUC Congress on the occasion of the 50th anniversary. In a letter dated 07.08.1970, Mr. Sriwastava informs the FDGB that the celebrations from
30.10.-31.10.1970 have been postponed to early November, as the original date falls on a Hindu festival and holidays.

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Visit of IG Metall (FDGB) 13.11.-23.11.1970 13.11.-24.11.1970 AITUC B. Mukherjee, 
Nazar Mohammad

GDR Leipzig, 
Teltow, 
Berlin

18th trade fair of the "Meister von Morgen" (Master craftsman of
tomorrow) in Leipzig, 
VEB Elektronische Bauelemente Teltow (electrics factory), 
Headquarters of "Carl von Ossietzky" Teltow, 
VEB Werk für Fernsehelektronik Berlin (TV factory), 
Hedwigs-Cathedral, 
Friedrichstadtpalast (musical theatre)

Ernst Zillmann, 
Mr. Keil, 
Family Mitrasch

Travel report: According to Zillmann's brief report of 02.12.1970, various VEB factories in the electrical and metal sectors were visited, as well as the "Meister von Morgen" trade fair in Leipzig. The representatives of the Indian delegation
were understood to be communists. It is reported that "there was not a single difference of opinion" on issues such as rationalisation and automation, working and living conditions in the GDR, German-German relations, religion and the
church, NATO and the EEC as well as the agricultural policy of the GDR. This should be read with caution, since the AITUC and FDGB took different positions on the question of automation. However, it may well give an indication of how
"agreement" was established, i.e. in the absence of contradiction to the FDGB representatives' explanations, unanimity was presumably assumed. 
Another report of the Central Executive Committee dated 07.12.1970 is also available. It points out that the Indian colleagues should originally have arrived on 25 October 1970. They were then supposed to take part in the International
Professional Conference in the metal sector in Budapest, according to the report. However, the delegates only appeared unannounced in Berlin on 13.11.1970. 
The conference ended in Budapest on 14.11.1970. The president of the Indian union reported from Moscow. The colleagues were to travel to Prague and Budapest for another programme. The IG Metall report, however, claimed that such a
programme was not planned and that neither the Central Committee of the Metallurgy Trade Union of the USSR nor the leaderships of the trade unions in the CSSR and Hungary had been informed. As a result, the Indian colleagues were
taken by the FDGB to the airport in the direction of Moscow and then on to India. 

Deutsche Demokratische
Republik

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Lecturer´s visit 19.11.-14.12.1970 19.11.-14.12.1970 FDGB Dr. Hubert Filipowski India New Delhi, 
Nagpoor (Nagpur), 
Agra, 
Jaipur, 
Chandigarh, 
Ahmedabad, 
Madras, 
Bombay

3rd Congress of the Indo-GDR Friendship Association, 
Work group "Ökonomie und Außenhandel der DDR" (economy and
foreign trade of the GDR), 
General Council Meeting of the AITUC, 
People's Publishing House, 
State House, 
Club of the Socialists, 
Regional Workers' Education Center Delhi, 
Textile Labour Association Ahmedabad (INTUC), 
Ashoka Mill, 
CITU leadership in Gujarat, 
INDICUT, 
Slum, 
Cultural Association India-GDR, 
Tamil Nadu TUC (AITUC),  
Institute of Workers Education Bombay

K. G. Sriwastava, 
N. D. Sundriyal, 
Lothar Günther, 
S. A. Dange, 
Mr. Appan, 
S. M. Banerjee, 
Mr. Fischer, 
writers associated with the CPI

Mission statement/reception concept: The two main tasks were to present the FDGB's experiences "in the first years of anti-fascist-democratic development" in the GDR and to convey the FDGB's position on European security policy,
Brandt's Eastern policy and German-German relations. Filipowski was also to act as a negotiator regarding the plans between AITUC and FDGB for 1971. A proposal from the FDGB was already available. He was likewise to gather information
on the AITUC split, understand the system of trade union education work, and explore options for possible contact with INTUC. 

Travel report: After two years of postponement, the FDGB's lecture tour took place in 1970. Filipowski's one-month visit is covered in detail in his report of 17 December 1970. He stated that he had fulfilled all the assignments. However, the
report also makes it clear that the AITUC did not want the FDGB to contact the INTUC. At the same time, such a contact took place at the state level in Ahmedabad. The report also states that the strategy of the friendship societies is to be
assessed positively, as it enables broader strata of society to be mobilised. However, the intervention of the AITUC is important because it strengthens the working class in the Friendship Association. 
The report contains very detailed appendices on the completed programme, which lists places and dates, as well as people or institutions met, topics discussed for the respective occasions and numbers of participants. 
Extremely informative is an appendix on the trade union education centres that were set up following the recommendation of a Ford foundation report. Filipowski assesses these as institutions designed to shape trade unions into
harmonious institutions as social partners of capital and the state. However, he also notes that in his opinion the AITUC is too passive and does not use all the possibilities for intervention. The report contains a detailed overview of the
structure and programme of these institutions. It also gives a breakdown of the extent to which the respective Indian federations would take advantage of what is on offer.

Correspondence: On 01.12.1970, Mr. Franke wrote to Harry Weber. He asks that a further 800 rupees be made available to the lecturer, as the AITUC had suggested extending the lecture tour to intervene in other "certain focal points of the
trade union struggle". 
In a letter dated 15.01.1971, H. Franke thanked Filipowski for the good cooperation and the successful trip. It appears that Filipowski was given the mandate to discuss in detail the plans for cooperation in 1971. The AITUC's wish to receive
Filipowski again at the end of 1971 is endorsed.

Tribüne, 
Workers Education, 
Tamil Nadu-Workers, 
Patriot

DY34/8300 Training (one textile machine fitter, 
one skilled worker for textile finishing 
and one book printer each)

Two to two and a half years of
training and three and a half
months of German course from
1971

Was postponed indefinitely. AITUC Anindya Ray was later destined 
for training as a book printer 
from April 14 or 16, 1971

GDR Rome, 
Berlin

Correspondence: On 23.09.1970 K. Selbmann wrote to the AITUC with an invitation to accept three trainees as of 1971. The trainees would be accommodated in student hostels. In addition, they would receive a stipend of 300 Marks. The
necessary documents were to be submitted by 31.01.1971 at the latest. 
In a draft letter dated 15.01.1971, H. Franke regrets that the AITUC was denied permission by the Indian government for its trainees to leave the country. Mr. Franke suspects that this was intended to restrict the AITUC's activities vis-à-vis
the trade unions in the GDR. An internal FDGB draft suggested that invitations should be issued via the India-GDR Friendship Association from 1972 onwards and then sent to the AITUC through it. However, this section is deleted in
handwriting. A handwritten addition, which presumably was in the mailed letter, merely regrets the state of affairs and hopes for a future change in Indian policy. Possibly there were fears that such a policy would compromise the non-
partisanship of the Friendship Societies and thus endanger the foreign policy interests of the GDR in the struggle for diplomatic recognition. 
However, in a letter to the FDGB dated 29 January 1971, L. Günther brought this idea up again. The candidate for training as a printer could only enter the country because he was already outside India and was travelling from Rome.
Günther had been informed about this before the AITUC wrote to the FDGB in a letter dated 25.02.1971 regarding the sending of Mr. Ray. This proves the close and regular relations that the consulate maintained with Indian trade unions as
well.  
Subsequent letters between the GDR representation in India and various actors also show the important role it played in providing information and support to FDGB delegations and Indian trade union contacts. 
Meanwhile, according to Sriwastava's letter, Mr. Ray came from West Bengal where he had completed his bachelor's degree in economics with honours. He was 23 and his family was "very close to our movement" (the CPI). He was already
studying the German language. At the moment he was in Rome "for technical and political reasons". 
The matter took a turn when the FDGB sent a telegram on 14.05.71 asking the AITUC to take an immediate decision. The telegram reads "AITUC training delegate Anindya Ray intends to return to Italy immediately to devote himself to active
revolutionary struggle, claiming that studies under socialism prevent him from doing so. Stop. Discussions with him failed. Stop. Their decision immediate." Another telegram dated 27.05.1971 informs that Mr. Ray had now returned to
Rome.

DY34/8300 Medical treatment From 16.08.1971 From 14.08.1971 AITUC P. D. Sharma, 
5 more people invited

GDR Travel report: Whether, when and in what actual composition delegations for medical treatment were sent in 1971 is not clear from the archives, with the exception of some data on P. D. Sharma.

Correspondence: Originally, only two persons were scheduled for medical treatment. However, after discussions with the lecturer H. Filipowski, the wish was expressed for 6 persons to be sent by the AITUC. This wish is confirmed in a letter
from Mr. Franke to the AITUC dated 15.01.1971.

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

16th AIBEA Conference and 
25th Anniversary of AIBEA

16.04-20.04.1971 10.04.-24.04.1971 Trade Union of Employees of
State Bodies and Municipal
Economy (FDGB)

Wolfgang Alster, 
Peter Fritz

two packages of Sanastain & 
Nicudan injections for 
Diwakar

India WZSPS, 
Australian delegates

New Delhi AIBEA, 
INTUC, 
AITUC, 
GDR Consulate General

Dr. Maitreyee Bose, 
Mr. Chadka, 
Prabhat Kar, 
H. L. Parvana, 
Satish Loomba, 
N. C. Dutta, 
Ram Lal Thakar, 
H. D. Mukherjee, 
Shri Madhusudan Lal, 
Prof. Nand Lal Gupta, 
Lothar Günther

Mission statement/reception concept: The three core tasks of the delegation were to attend the 16th Congress of AIBEA and the celebrations of its 25th anniversary, to discuss future relations between AIBEA and FDGB, and to consult with
the leadership of the Indo-GDR Friendship Association.

Travel report: This delegation, reported on 17.05.1971, was mainly concerned with consultations with leading members of trade unions and the visit to the AIBEA conference. Accordingly, the report contains a report on the AIBEA
conference, which, among other things, also deals with the nationalisation of banks that was being carried out in India at that time and the demands of AIBEA in this regard. Four Indian Union Ministers participated in the conference.
According to the FDGB report, this demonstrated the strength of the AIBEA. 
The delegation also met the Union of State Employees, leaders of AITUC, Indo-GDR Friendship Association and INTUC. At the meeting between INTUC and FDGB, both parties expressed their desire to establish formal relations. In a previous
discussion with AITUC Secretary S. Loomba, this was similarly welcomed. So this was a turning point in the AITUC's policy towards INTUC, too. The report wrote that Mr. Loomba "very much welcomed this, especially since after the election
victory of the Congress Party the position of the progressive forces in this organisation had been further strengthened." It would also be conducive to future unity of action, according to the FDGB. 
The AITUC planned to call for a united front to oppose the government's new measures on wage freezes, restriction of trade union rights (proposed by the new Finance and Labour Minister, who was also present at the AIBEA conference)
and to speak out on the "Bangladesh question". In particular, the GDR's position on Bangladesh seems to be conducive to efforts to obtain full diplomatic recognition, as the report suggests.

Correspondence: In two letters dated 26.02.1971 and 09.03.1971, H. L. Parvana invites the employees of the state organs and the communal economy to the 16th AIBEA Conference and the celebrations of its 25th anniversary. He highlights
the strength of AIBEA (120,000 members) and its achievements (single bargaining agent, 15% wage increase in October 1970, abolition of regional classifications and standardisation of wage structures). 
In the FDGB's final report of 17 May 1971, the number rose to 150,000 AIBEA members. AIBEA also fought for the nationalisation of the banks, stressing that in the future it would provide representatives on the board of directors of the 14
nationalised banks. Ultimately, it was the first union to enforce an industry-wide collective agreement in 1966. 
After the delegation's visit, H. L. Parvana wrote on 29 October 1971 thanking the FDGB for the receipt of a Tesla tape recorder and sending greetings to the central, local and municipal government employees of the GDR. He recalled the
AIBEA resolution in support of India's full diplomatic recognition of the GDR and sent a newspaper article and a photograph with the GDR delegation. 
Following the visit, the FDGB Federal Executive Committee was also informed in writing of the delegation's meeting with INTUC President Bose. Herbert Warnke then wrote to Ms. Bose. He referred to the positive attitude towards
establishing formal links with the FDGB and invited the INTUC to send a delegation in 1972. 
In fact, however, on reading a letter from L. Günther to H. Franke dated 22.02.1971, it appears that such a meeting had already been sought earlier by the FDGB itself. In the same letter Mr. Günther also criticised the "monopolisation" of
contacts by Sriwastava and the AITUC, which the FDGB could initiate. Mr. Günther said that the development of relations with the INTUC was to be welcomed, even if it was linked to the ILO and had little contact with socialist countries in
the past. However, this would require the help and approval of the FDGB. The FDGB should also start sending its Review journal to the INTUC office. Books and materials in English and German should also be sent to the Consulate General. 
Overall, this delegation seems to have been of particular importance to both AITUC and FDGB. There are a disproportionate number of internal letters, correspondence with Indian unions and a detailed report dealing with this delegation.
This meeting was instrumental in the development of relations between the FDGB and INTUC.

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Visit of the Trade Union for Land, Food 
and Forestry in Gera

03.05.-10.05.1971 03.05.-10.05.1971 AITUC A. B. Lagoo GDR Gera, 
Jena, 
Kleinaga, 
Hermsdorf, 
Bad Blankenburg, 
Berlin

VEB Modedruck Gera (textile printing factory), 
KFM Jena, 
VEG Kleinaga, 
KIM Hermsdorf, 
Soviet Memorial, 
Holiday resort Bad Blankenburg, 
Zentrum Warenhaus (shopping mall) and Sportstätten (sporting grounds)
in Jena und Gera, 
German wall, 
Fernsehturm (Berlin TV Tower), 
Berlin sightseeing

Mr. Keppel, 
Jürgen Busse, 
Ms. Knorr

Travel report: The report of 17.05.1971 gives an insight into the many visits to companies, institutions and events by Mr. Lagoo, mainly in the district of Gera. Since Mr. Lagoo was not able to arrive at the originally anticipated date, he was
first briefed on a forum in which he was supposed to have participated. The report commended Mr. Lagoo for having "a good knowledge of Marxism/Leninism and knowledge of the strategy and tactics of the communist and workers'
parties of the Soviet Union, the GDR, the WFTU." The role played by Mr. Lagoo in discussions in the factories visited, in which he praised the progress in the GDR to workers, is positively highlighted. Much of the five-page report is concerned
with reproducing and reporting Mr. Lagoo's findings on the progress of the GDR and the role of the SED. 
Once again, the language and content of the report are significant, as it mainly deals with the extent to which the Indian delegate recognised the progress of the GDR and the line of the SED. So also in this quotation excerpt: "He constantly
endeavoured of his own accord to present certain quotations, definitions; regularities and doctrines of the classics, but also current problems of the XXIV Party Congress of the CPSU, during the disputes and discussions in factories, in order
to show that we have applied them under the leadership of the SED, creatively under our conditions and he had a good overview through reading and discussions he had had with delegates who had already visited the GDR."

Correspondence: Mr. Sriwastava asks for delegate Sony Dhaku Ghadi to be medically examined on 29.04.71. He was an "old comrade-in-arms and working class comrade". Until the later arrival of A. B. Lagoo, translation was also to be
provided as he spoke only Marathi and "a little" Hindi. The final report suggests that only Mr. Lago attended.

Radio International

DY34/8300 A) 6th World Conference of Oil, 
Chemical and Allied Workers 
B) Study trip

A) 18.05.-28.05.1971
B) unknown

Industrial Union of Chemical
Workers 

Identity of travellers and 
whether the trip actually took 
place are not clear from the 
archives. This often seems to 
be the case when FDGB sub-
unions invite delegations. 
However, the sub-unions kept 
their own archives in regards to 
foreign relations, which might 
provide information.

GDR Correspondence: The invitation is extended by Werner Oertelt, President of IG Chemie, Glas und Keramik.

DY34/8300 Study delegation 15.09.-30.09.1971 AITUC The identity of the two people, 
who ultimately travelled, and 
whether the trip took place, are 
not clear from the sources.

GDR GDR Trade Union University Fritz Heckert Correspondence: On 15.01.1971 H. Franke invites the AITUC to send two members on a study visit. If interested, they could also take part in a colloquium on trade union work at the University of German Trade Unions. The visit could not be
realised in July. On 20.07.1971, H. Franke again invited to a visit, now from 15.09.-30.09.1971.

DY34/8300 Study delegation Planned from 30.07.1971 14 Days Kapra Mazdoor Ekta Union
(AITUC)

The identity of the Travelers 
and whether the trip actually 
took place are not clear from 
the archives. This often seems 
to be the case when FDGB sub-
unions invite delegations. 
However, the sub-unions kept 
their own archives in regards to 
foreign relations, which might 
provide information.

GDR Correspondence: In a letter dated 15.01.1971, the chairperson of IG Textil-Bekleidung-Leder (textile, clothing , leather) Posselt invited colleagues from the Kapra Mazdoor Ekta Union (in the German draft simply called "their country's trade
union") to visit. Textile factories, cultural and social institutions were to be visited. The following topics were proposed for discussion: 
- Trade unions as class organisations in the struggle for peace and for unity of action (of trade unions), 
- rights and duties of trade unions in co-management (of industrial organisation), 
- the role of the FDGB in questions of qualification and education in the GDR, 
- occupational health and safety (especially with regard to women and young people) 
- social and cultural issues. 
The Kapra Mazdoor Ekta Union´s wishes should be communicated together with the name of the delegation and the time of arrival.

DY34/8300 A) Holiday visit
B) International Trade Union 
Conference in Solidarity with workers 
and people of Palestine

B) 10.-13.09.1971
27.08.-17.09. AITUC Nihar Mukherji, 

R. P. Bhadoria
GDR, 
Bulgaria

Berlin, 
Kühlungsborn,
Sofia

FDGB Correspondence: Originally, T. N. Sidhanta was scheduled to be the delegate. Furthermore, the delegation's departure for Berlin was delayed by one week. The holiday delegation also participated in the International Trade Union
Conference in Solidarity with workers and people of Palestine in Sofia from 10-13 September 1971.

DY34/10520 Visit to the Warnow shipyard 25.10.1971 25.10.-29.10.1971 INC Henry Austin GDR Berlin, Warnow Warnow Dockyard Representatives of MfAA, FDGB,
National Front and BGL-Warnow

Mission statement/reception concept: The General Secretary of the INC for National Minorities, Trade Unions, Women's and Youth Organisations was to meet representatives of the FDGB, the BGL and the National Front during his visit. He
should have the opportunity to speak at a meeting with 100 workers from the Warnow shipyard. He was also to be assured of support regarding India's position on Bangladesh (called East Pakistan in the report). Henry Austin, for his part,
was tasked by the Indian government to gain international support for India's Bangladesh policy. It should also be noted that a port was created in his Ernakulam constituency in the following year, 1972. It can be assumed that the visit to
the shipyard was therefore not coincidentally placed by the GDR's decision-makers.

Tribüne, 
ADN

DY34/8300 Dispatch of materials,
Exhibition of prints

27.-30.11.1971 // IG Printing and Paper (FDGB) // Children's books, art books, 
pictures and photographs

India Aligarh This event was organised by the Government of India Press Workers'
Union

Correspondence: Request for books on art and photography, illustrated children's books, large paintings and offset productions of old and new masters. Also requests for records, dolls, coins and stamps of "the great country" of the GDR,
for the enjoyment of young visitors and to increase understanding and knowledge of the GDR. Not all of the requested materials were ultimately sent. The materials sent are listed under "material sent". 
Such requests for exhibition material but also merchandise for Indian trade unions occurred more regularly. They were also often initiated by the GDR representation in India. Such requests were not always implemented. In this case,
however, implementation is assured. The FDGB also regularly sent information material in the form of brochures and journals to Indian trade unions. The FDGB also obtained such materials from India.

DY34/8300 A) First Asian Trade Union Seminar
B) Lecturer´s visit

A) 08.-12.11.1971
B) November

Postponed due to "tensions on the
subcontinent", meaning the Pakistani-
Indian War and the independence of
Bangladesh. It finally took place in April
1972.

FDGB Dr. Hubert Filipowski India A) "Trade unions for which the current industrialisation and 
the role of the working class in capitalist countries is relevant."

Delhi AITUC Mission statement/reception concept: Give a lecture and further stay of originally four weeks proposed by the FGDB.

Correspondence: Mr. Sriwastava writes that Mr. Filipowski should either send the lecture to the AITUC by 30 October or bring 100 copies. He is due to arrive on 7 November. His programme after the seminar would be discussed with
representatives of the state and finalised under his consultation. A follow-up letter asks for a reply. The topic of the lecture should be "Industrialisation and scientific and technological revolution in the GDR, its effects on wages, prices and
employment, [as well as] the role of the trade unions on this transformation in the GDR". Now the 100 copies are to be brought. An urgent telegram explains the postponement of the seminar due to "continuing tensions in our
subcontinent".

DY34/11464 Friendship visit 27.03.-13.04.1972 // Indo-GDR Friendship
Association

amongst others Eswara Rao GDR Correspondence: In a letter dated 25 March 1972, Prabhat Kar asked Heinz Bartsch to make it possible for Eswara Rao to visit the Union of State Employees of the USSR in Moscow after the GDR stay. Another letter was sent to Pusen Kova
on the same day.
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DY34/11464 Medical treatment 09.04.-04.05.1972 // AITUC Manohar Lal, 
J. Chitharanjan, 
K. M. Sundaram

GDR Berlin, 
Leipzig

Manfred Uhlig, 
Mr. Kunze, 
Mr. Braschit

Correspondence: In a letter dated 15.05.1972, K. M. Sundaram expresses his gratitude for the medical treatment in the GDR on behalf of the entire delegation. He also asks for the medical reports in English to be sent via the consulates in
Madras and Delhi. 
Gulzar Singh was also originally supposed to travel. However, his trip had to be postponed several times, insofar as it took place, as he did not seem to be able to obtain a passport for a long time. This is evident from a letter from Mr.
Sriwastava dated 17.08.192. 
Between 26.11.1973 and 01.02.1974, the FDGB's International Affairs Department and the GDR Embassy in New Delhi exchanged views on the transfer of travel expenses for K. M. Sundaram, which had been issued by the embassy in 1972.

DY34/11464 Second Asian Trade Union Seminar 24.04.-28.04.1972 23.04.-14.05.1972 Possibly Dr. Hubert Filipowski India Correspondence: On 25.01.1972 Mr. Sriwastava informs Mr. Filipowski about the postponement of the seminar from March to April and expresses his hope for Mr. Filipowski's participation. On 09.02.1972 Mr. Oehler replies to him. He points
out materials to be read. He also points out that the FDGB Federal Executive Committee decides on "the participation of colleague Dr. Filipowski or another staff member" (and not the invitees).

DY34/11464 First of May Delegation // 30.04.-15.05.1972 AITUC The identity of the two people, 
who ultimately travelled and 
whether the trip took place, is 
not clear from the archives.

GDR Correspondence: In a letter dated 21.03.1972, H. Franke invites the AITUC to send two delegates to take part in the May Day celebrations in the GDR and to study the FDGB's trade union education work.

DY34/10520 Friendship meeting at VEB 
Fotochemische Werke

16.08.1972 // Indo-GDR Friendship
Association

Subhadra Joshi, 
eleven other delegates, 
among others: three more  Lok 
Sabha members, 
members of parliament of 
different Union States, 
city councillors and journalists; 
four delegates were members 
of the CPI

GDR Berlin VEB Fotochemische Werke Berlin-Köpenick (photochemical factory) Mission statement/reception concept: The aim of the meeting was to convey to the Indian guests that "the idea of friendship between peoples and international solidarity is deeply rooted, especially in the working class of the GDR".

Correspondence: In a letter dated 24.07.1972, Mr. Wehowski asked the FDGB Federal Executive Committee to reconsider whether the programme could not be rearranged. The proposed friendship meeting in a cultural room with a small
part of the workforce might not be very impressive. Another company might perhaps have to be chosen. The export volume of the company should not be the main factor for the selection made.

Tribüne

DY34/11464 Silver Jubilee of INTUC 03.05.1972 // FDGB Heinz Franke India New Delhi, 
Bombay

Prabhakar K. Kunte, 
H. D. Mukherjee, 
Senior Officers of the INTUC

Correspondence: In a letter dated 29.03.1972, G. Ramanujam invites the FDGB to participate in the INTUC Silver Jubilee. He informs that Prime Minister Indira Gandhi will deliver the inaugural address. In a letter dated 2 June 1972, H. Franke
expressed his gratitude for the hospitality and the opportunity to meet leading members of the INTUC and the INC at the jubilee.

DY34/11464 8th FDGB Congress 26.06.-30.06.1972 // AITUC,
INTUC

Promod Gogai, 
Prabhakar K. Kunte

GDR Berlin Correspondence: In a letter dated 20.03.1972, Heinz Franke invites the AITUC to participate in the 8th FDGB Congress. As the AITUC had also received an invitation to the ROH Congress in Prague, Mr. Franke suggested that the same Indian
delegation could first visit Prague then Berlin. 
On 24.04.1972, Mr. Sriwastava informs about the name of the delegate and that it will not be possible for him to attend both the ROH and FDGB Congress. However, another P. K. Kunte attended both the ROH and the FDGB Congress on
behalf of INTUC. Even though the latter had to leave Berlin earlier to attend a parliamentary session in his union state.

DY34/11464 Trade Union seminar 23.10.-30.11.1972 // AITUC A. Shreeram Paul, 
D. K. Yadav, 
Umalal Sinha, 
Paritosh Roy Barman, 
Mr. Soni, 
J. G. Kothare, 
Ram Pravesh Ram, 
Mr. Gadekar

GDR GDR Trade Union University Fritz Heckert Mission statement/reception concept: Conducting a seminar for Southeast Asian trade unionists on the topic of "The influence and responsibility of trade unions in the consolidation and progressive development of the state sector in the
economy".

Correspondence: The invitation was made in a letter from Mr. Oehler to the AITUC dated 09.02.1972. Ten delegates had been invited. The number of those invited was limited to 8 participants in a letter dated 21.03.197.

DY34/9830
DY34/11464

29th AITUC Congress 30.01.-04.02.1973 29.01.-10.02.1973 FDGB Heinz Neukrantz, 
Peter Fritz

Gifts to the AITUC: Marx 
picture (dedicated to the 
congress itself), camera 
(president), wristwatch 
(general secretary), desk clock 
(Sriwastava);  
For the INTUC: camera 
(President), crystal ashtray 
(Secretary General);  
also desk clock and perfume

India WFTU, 
WZSPS, 
SZOT, 
UGSR, 
SSJ, 
ROH, 
CRZZ, 
Central Council of Bulgarian Trade Unions, 
League of Trade Unions for the Liberation of South Vietnam, 
TCD, 
Central Council of Mongolian Trade Unions, 
General Federation of Trade Unions of Iraq, 
BTUK, 
ILO, 
KDVR, 
General Federation of Trade Unions of Syria, 
EFL, 
Postal and Telegraph Workers' Union of Australia, 
ANC

Calcutta AIBEA, 
AITUC, 
BTUK, 
HMS, 
INTUC

A. S. Subramaniam, 
B. Bhagwati, 
G. Ramanujam, 
Mahesh Desai, 
R. K. Khadilkar, 
K. V. Raghunatha Reddy, 
Secretary General of the INC, 
Government representatives, 
MPs of the Lokh Sabha and INTUC 
leaders

Travel report: In particular, the creation of the so-called "unity of action" between AITUC, INTUC and HMS played a central role for the FDGB during that time, as can be seen from the report on the AITUC Congress of 21.02.1973. The FDGB
apparently saw itself as a mediator. However, the AITUC was identified as a federation close to the FDGB in terms of party politics. INTUC, HMS and AITUC were invited to a seminar in the GDR in autumn 1973. The central issue of dispute,
especially between INTUC and AITUC, was the tasks of the trade unions in the growing state industry. The AITUC stressed the extension of workers' rights. The INTUC, in line with the ruling Congress Party, stressed the increase of production
as the first precondition for the fulfilment of workers' demands.

Correspondence: The invitation is extended by Sriwastava on 03.10.1972. 
On 12.12.1972 Herbert Fischer writes that the AITUC had requested materials for an exhibition on the progress of the socialist countries to be shown in advance of the conference on 27.01.1972. 
From 24.01.1973 all communication should go to Calcutta, as the AITUC was moving its office there, as Mr. Sriwastava informed on 09.01.1972.

The Statesman, 
Amrita Bazar Patrika, 
Patriot, 
Kalantar, 
Dairik Bammali, 
Tugantar, 
PTI, 
AIR

DY34/11464 First of May Delegation Probably towards the end of
April and the beginning of May
1973 

// AITUC, 
INTUC, 
HMS

P. D. Marathe, 
C. G. Karmakar, 
Anandrao Shinde

GDR Correspondence: In a letter dated 28.02.1973, B. Bhagwati thanked Heinz Neukrantz and Peter Fritz for their visit and confirmed the participation of a delegate for the May Day celebrations in the GDR. Also C. G. Karmakar thanked him in an
undated letter for his stay during the May Day celebrations. He thanked the FDGB for its speech at the 25th anniversary of the INTUC and emphasised gratitude for the position the GDR took during "the 1971 crisis".

DY34/11464 International trade union meeting in 
Geneva

06.-27.06.1973 // RMMS D. S. Pavaskar Switzerland,
possibly  GDR

Geneva, 
possibly also Berlin

Correspondence: In a letter dated 29.05.1973, the Consul General of Bombay wrote to Mr Franke. He suggested inviting D. S. Pavaskar to the GDR from Geneva for 5-7 days. Pavaskar, he said, was one of the mainstays of Rajni Patel, himself
the President of the RMMS and recently the leader of the Congress Party for Bombay appointed by Indira Gandhi. He was one of the main representatives of her politics in Bombay and the state of Maharashtra. 
The invitation again shows the important role played by the FDGB in creating political networks for the GDR in India. The boundaries between trade union and national policy appear fluid for the decision makers of the GDR. Although the
political economies of the GDR and India and their class dynamics were markedly different, there was a commonality in this respect: the understanding of trade unions as institutions that played an important role in domestic and foreign
policy, beyond industrial disputes.

DY34/11464 A) GDR stay
B) Meeting of the Administrative 
Committee of the TUI Textile-Clothing-
Leather

B) 18.06.-23.06.1973 
A) 11.06.-17.06.1973

A) 23.06.-01.07.1973 

Trade Union of Textile and
Clothing Workers (AITUC)

Aron Sen GDR
Poland

Berlin, 
Lodz

OBK (Betriebsteil "Treffmodelle") OBK plant officials and production 
staff

Travel report: Mr. Hintze wrote in a memo dated 28 August 1973 about the visit of a Cuban and an Indian delegation who first travelled to Berlin for the TUI meeting in Lodz and both subsequently spent time in Berlin. Discussions in Berlin
focused on the tasks of the TUI. During a visit to a BKO, the delegates were particularly interested in the cooperation between BGL, BPO, plant management and FDJ. Aron Sen would probably become secretary of the AITUC.

DY34/10138
DY34/10520
DY34/11464

Friendship visit 21.08.-27.08.1973 21.08.-27.08.1973 INTUC B. Bhagwati, 
Mrs. Bhagwati

Following the visit, the FDGB 
sent pictures and a 
newspaper article published 
in Tribüne via the embassy in 
New Delhi to B. Bhagwati.

GDR Berlin, 
Cottbus, 
Dresden

Ermeler Haus, 
German wall, 
Fernsehturm (Berlin TV Tower), 
GDR Trade Union University Fritz Heckert, 
Textilkombinat Cottbus (textile factory), 
an LPG, 
Hotel Lausitz, 
Dresdener Zwinger (castle), 
FDGB-holiday resort Hohnstein

Werner Heilemann, 
Johanna Töpfer, 
Heinz Franke, 
Peter Fritz, 
Annerose Polacek

Mission statement/reception concept: According to a concept, talks were to be held on the INTUC Congress, the planned tripartite delegation from HMS, AITUC and INTUC, as well as future training courses.

Correspondence: In a letter dated 31.08.1973 to Heinz Franke, B. Bhagwati expressed his gratitude again for the stay in the GDR. He mentioned that he had had the opportunity to see different places but also to meet friends. He also said
that his wife was deeply impressed by the visit and the hospitality.

Tribüne, 
Horizont

DY34/11464 Study delegation Planned from 13.08.1973 Until when and if the trip took place does
not appear in the archive.

Petroleum Workers Union
(AITUC)

M. K. Salvi GDR //

DY34/11464 22nd Meeting of the Administrative 
Committee of the TUI Agriculture, 
Forestry and Plantations

// 27.08.-03.09.1973 Indian Farmers' Association
of the CPI,  
Indian Farmers' Union of the
CPI (M)

Konar, 
Dr. Ahmed

GDR Peter Fritz Travel report: In a report dated 31.10.1973, which primarily deals with the presence of Mr. Konar, who was present on behalf of Mr. Gopalan, Peter Fritz explained the procedure with regard to the latter. Konar represented the farmers'
association affiliated to the CPI (M). At the same time, Dr. Ahmed was also present on behalf of the CPI Farmers' Association. As this was an TUI-wide event, the Land, Food and Forestry Union "could not influence invitations". This suggests
that the CPI(M) Farmers' Federation would otherwise have been disinvited. Only formal talks were held. The policies and role of the SED were not discussed. No agreements were made with Mr. Konar.

DY34/11464 8th WFTU Congress 15.10.-22.10.1973 // INTUC Kali Mukherjee Bulgaria Warna Travel report: Kali Mukherjee's speech at the WFTU Congress, translated into German, focused on India's character as an independent developing country. It referred to the efforts to establish trade union unity of action between INTUC,
HMS and AITUC. It was also explained what points the INTUC proposed for this. Mr. Mukherjee further explained that in India, through Indira Gandhi, socialism was being built through democratic means.

DY34/11465 Trade Union Seminar 20.10.-30.11.1973 The seminar probably took place. 
However, this is not entirely clear by 
looking at the archive.

INTUC, 
AITUC

// GDR //

DY34/11464 Third Asian Trade Union Seminar 12.12.-17.12.1973 // FDGB Dr. Walter Hundt India Mission statement/reception concept: The delegate should give lectures to AITUC members from early December on topics as requested by the AITUC. He was also to speak at the trade union seminar on the role of multinational companies
in developing countries in Asia.

Correspondence: In a letter dated 03.11.1973, Mr. Sriwastava reconfirmed the topic and requested that the FDGB lecturer bring 100 copies of his lecture as there was not enough time to multiply it on the spot. Such requests were regularly
made by the AITUC.

DY34/11464 19th INTUC Congress Probably in December 1973 17 Days FDGB Werner Heilemann, 
Peter Fritz

India, 
Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh

Mission statement/reception concept: The mission was to attend the 19th INTUC Congress and to hold separate discussions with INTUC, AITUC and HMS on future cooperation in 1974. Emphasis was also to be placed on trade union unity
of action in this context. Furthermore, in addition to the role of the USSR for peace, the World Congress of Peace Forces, the World Youth Festival and the decisions of the 8th WFTU Congress, the role of the FDGB in these developments and
in the joint struggle with the Asian trade unions against imperialism should also be called to attention. Afterwards, the delegation was to establish contact with the Pakistani trade unions in Islamabad. The rationale for this was that
diplomatic relations now existed with Pakistan. In a later account, it appears that Mr. Heilemann's delegation might also have visited Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.

DY34/11464 First of May Delegation // 28.04.-10.05.1974 AITUC, 
INTUC, 
HMS

Kola Gurumurthy, 
J. N. Bhardwaj, 
Vasant A. Khanolkar

GDR Correspondence: There are a number of letter exchanges between the FDGB and the respective Indian trade union federations concerning this delegation. In a letter dated 05.04.1974, the HMS specifically requested that their delegate Mr.
Khanolkar be allowed to visit chemical plants and meet trade unionists in the industry, as this would be helpful for his work in India. In the end, Mr. Khanolkar was unable to attend. First his flight was cancelled and then the replacement
flight was incorrectly recorded on the ticket, after which he missed that too. A translation of his letter of complaint to Air India is available in German, in which shame is expressed in particular, as Mr. Khanolkar was in favour of nationalising
operations and was therefore particularly upset that Air India was performing so poorly.

DY34/11464 Invitation of the IG Bergbau und 
Energie

Beginning of June 1974 12 Days Indian Mine Workers
Federation

S. K. Sunyal GDR, 
France

Berlin, 
Paris

Correspondence: In a series of letters and telegrams between 14.06.1974 and 09.07.1974, the GDR embassy and the FDGB, as well as the FDGB and the AITUC, communicated about the mine workers' delegation to the GDR. The German
Embassy insisted that it should always be informed in advance by the FDGB of the names of Indian delegates. The FDGB Federal Executive Committee in turn approached the IG Bergbau und Energie (mining and energy) with the request that
it should always send invitations to partner trade unions to the International Affairs Department at the Federal Executive Committee, too. Another delegate appointed by the AITUC was unable to travel, as only one delegate was provided
by the FDGB. It also appears that Mr. Sunyal was supposed to continue his journey to an international conference in Paris after his stay in the GDR.

DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Training delegations 3 Years 1974 to 1977 AITUC, 
HMS, 
INTUC

K. P. Chandramathy (nurse),  
Sudhir Prasad (training in 
engineering, then university of 
applied sciences),  
Kistoo Mingel Fernandes 
(textile machine builder)

GDR Mission statement/reception concept: The FDGB agreed with the AITUC to train a nurse. In addition, the AITUC, the INTUC and the HMS were each offered a training place in mechanical engineering and textile mechanical engineering
respectively.

Correspondence: Correspondence in 1973 and 1974 indicates that potential trainees should be at least 18 years old. The nurse would have to be female and have had at least 8 years of schooling. The machinists would have to be between
18 and 25 years old, have had at least 9 years of schooling, and have good knowledge of mathematics, physics and chemistry as well as sufficient knowledge of English. 
In a letter dated 24.06.1976, B. Bhagwati asks for Sudhir Prasadh's transfer to a technical college. Mr. Prasadh had already learned the subjects covered in the training in India. A polytechnic course would be more appropriate. The
handwritten notes suggest that from 01.09.1976 he was admitted to a university course in mechanical engineering in the GDR. 
Ram Desai formulated a similar request regarding further education on behalf of HMS representative Fernandes on 31.01.1976.

DY34/11464 Friendship Month on the occasion of: 
- 25th anniversary of the GDR
- 20 years of GDR-Indian relations

15.09.-14.10.1974 India Correspondence: In a circular dated 26.08.1974, the General Secretary of the Indo-GDR Friendship Association, G. Katragadda, outlines the programme and objectives of the Friendship Month and calls on the local societies to announce their
programmes.

DY34/11464 Flood disasters in Bangladesh and 
India

From 1974 FDGB In particular, wheat flour and 
dried milk, as well as 
medicines and textiles, worth 
a total of 5 million Ostmark. 
Bangladesh accounted for 3 
million in donations in kind 
and India for 2 million.

India, 
Bangladesh

Correspondence: At the beginning of August, the FDGB's aid deliveries for the floods in the summer of 1974 were still to amount to only 150,000 East German Mark. However, as the extent of the disaster became clearer, it was decided to
increase the FDGB's donation to 5 million Mark. The shipment was organised through the German Red Cross with the assistance of the MfAA. The relief supplies were sent by ship and were scheduled to arrive in Bangladesh and India in
November. An aircraft with materials was also sent. 
H. Neukrantz suggested in a letter dated 25 September 1974 that a representative of the FDGB should be present at the reception in India and Bangladesh in order to "ensure the politically effective delivery of the consignments". In the
following year there were also floods in North and North-East India, for which the FDGB donated. The relief goods for this were handed over by the DRK of the GDR on 23.08.1975 in the presence of a Minister of India, R. K. Khadilkar, the
Foreign Minister Bipinpal Das and Mrs. S. Joshi as well as other important personalities.
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DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Trade Union Seminar originally planned from 15.10.-
30.11.1973, but did not take
place until 04.09.-19.10.1974.

04.09.-19.10.1974 AITUC (cancelled), 
INTUC, 
HMS

HMS: 
G. G. Paradkar, 
Ramdas Singh, 
Tarkeshwar Singh, 
G. N. Mishra
INTUC: 
Shri Madhusudan Lal, 
D. P. Pathak, 
Sudama Singh, 
Mrinal Majmunder, 
Ratilal Shah, 
Santosh Kumar Rodgers, 
D. Rudraisah, 
K. Suresh Babu 

GDR Correspondence: In a letter dated 01.11.1973, J. Oesterheld informed the delegation could not enter the country. Apparently the Interflug tickets could not be used in this form. The way they had been sent so far continued to violate state
agreements. In addition, Mr. Oesterheld said that communication between the HMS, INTUC and AITUC was poor. The HMS, in his view, had no idea of the real purpose of the delegation. 
Already in the course of 1973 there were a number of letters and notes indicating that there were communication difficulties between the three unions and with the HMS in particular. It can be surmised that behind these "communication
problems" there were also real conflicts over the political situation in India, to which the three unions and their affiliated parties gave different responses. 
On 19 April 1974, Mahesh Desai, in the name of "cooperation on an equal footing", requested either that the number of HMS delegates be increased from four to eight as well, or that the other delegations be reduced from eight to four
persons each. This request was rejected by the FDGB on 05.06.1974 on the grounds that no more changes were possible for this year. But the request would be considered for future meetings. 
On 26.07.1974 Mr. Sriwastava also cancelled the training, already postponed once, in 1974. He justified this with the "current political and economic situation in our country". An FDGB secretary handwrote "! But the others qualify for the
future". So the delegation presumably took place with the participation of INTUC and HMS. As can be seen from a letter from Mr. Oesterheld to Mr. Selbmann dated 9 August 1974, the CPI had decided to stop all delegations for the time
being, including those to other "socialist brother countries".

DY34/11464 Study delegation 19.11.-30.11.1974 // AITUC Pardhuman Singh, 
T. S. Jagtap

GDR Mission statement/reception concept: The topic proposed by the FDGB was to convey the education and qualification of trade union officials in the GDR to the Indian delegates.

DY34/10138
DY34/10520
DY34/11464

20th INTUC Congress originally planned from 04.03.-
05.03.1974. In fact, the Congress 
took place from 28.12.-
29.12.1974.

27.12.-31.12.1974 FDGB Werner Heilemann, 
Max Lamprecht

India AITUC, 
HMS, 
WZSP, 
Central Council of Bulgarian Trade Unions,  
UGSR, 
ICFTU, 
ICFTU national trade union centres, 
ICFTU Asia Institute, 
ILO, 
five embassies

Bombay INTUC B. Bhagwati, 
Klaus Mäser, 
Helmut Höhlig

Mission statement/reception conception: According to a conception of 04.09.1974, the delegation was to convey the FDGB's greetings to the 20th INTUC Congress, which are also contained in two drafts following the conception in the
archive. Furthermore, separate consultations were to be held with INTUC, AITUC and HMS on cooperation for 1975. The delegation was also tasked with gathering information on current problems facing the unions. This related in particular
to questions about the "development of unity of action". During this exchange, the FDGB's advocacy of unity of action was to be presented in particular, as well as the FDGB's own experience in this regard. The role of the Soviet Union as the
"main force for the development of social progress, peace and détente" was likewise to be emphasised.

Travel report: The Congress took place at a time of economic and political instability. First and foremost, the report blamed "internal reaction" for this circumstance. The report contradicts the practical defence of Indira Gandhi's government 
and INTUC policy on the one hand, and a more abstract-theoretical criticism of the INC's and INTUC's systemic understanding of "democratic socialism" on the other. Criticism is formulated with regard to the rejection of strikes while
productivity remains unchanged. However, this appears weaker than in the report of the delegation to the 29th AITUC Congress. At this point, the FDGB is in fact in favour of "critical support" for the government, not a struggle against it.

Correspondence: As can be seen from the correspondences, the Congress was originally supposed to be held in Dhanbad in March 1974. The postponement of the congress was communicated to the FDGB on 08.02.1974 without a more
detailed explanation, referring to "unavoidable circumstances". The HMS also invited the FDGB to participate in their 17th Congress from 20-22 December 1974. However, the FDGB found that a telegram was sufficient and that there was no
absolute necessity to attend this congress.

DY34/11464 Study delegation 02.12.-13.12.1974 // AIBEA Ajit Bannerji, 
C. M. Kapoor

GDR Soviet memorial Berlin Treptow, 
Cecilienhof (castle), 
DLK Heiligenstadt, 
Sparkasse Nordhausen (bank), 
Breeding animal company Bachra, 
Buchenwald Concentration Camp Memorial

Members of the Secretariat of the
Central Executive Committee of the
FDGB, 
BGL of the State Bank Berlin, 
Heinz Bartsch, 
Mr. Krause, 
Mario Merino

Mission statement/reception concept: According to a report of 17.01.1975, the construction of socialism in the GDR, the emergence and consolidation of socialist production relations, and the tasks and competences of the FDGB, especially
in the banking sector, were to be explained. Furthermore, relations with the AIBEA were to be further developed and the level of knowledge about trade union work in India was to be increased. The latter interest in Indian trade union work
can hardly be found in this clarity elsewhere in FDGB conceptions in the available archival material on India.

Travel report: The five-page report differs in part from other reports of this kind on Indian delegations in the GDR. The report goes into much more detail on the questions and positions of the Indian delegates. It deals with both their
assessment of the situation in India and their exchange on special issues of political economy in the GDR with the FDGB representatives. However, it should be noted that the FDGB reports on AIBEA visits to India also stand out from other
India reports. The FDGB seemed to be impressed by the AIBEA, and to engage in a higher degree of mutual actual knowledge transfer with it.

DY34/10138  // // 01.04.-18.04.1975 FDGB Günther Thude India New Delhi, 
Trivandrum

Mission statement/reception concept: Travel in the function as Director of Social Security Fund at the Federal Executive Committee of the FDGB.

DY34/11464 30th anniversary of the FDGB 10.06.-20.06.1975 // AITUC, 
INTUC, 
HMS

J. Chitharanjan, 
Dr. A. R. Veeraswamy, 
Kamalkar Potdar

GDR Correspondence: On 10.04.1975 W. Beyreuther personally invited the President of the AITUC Dr. Ranen Sen to participate in the celebrations to be held in 1975 in the name of the victory over the "Hitler fascism". A participation was
confirmed by Mr. Sriwastava on 13.05.1975. However, Ranen Sen would not be able to attend. Another delegate would be found in due course.

DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Training delegation 30 Months A) From September 1975
B) January 1976

AITUC, 
INTUC

A) Amit Roy
B) Naba Bikash Biswas

GDR Hennigsdorf, 
Schwerin

Correspondence: One delegate each from the AITUC and INTUC were invited by the FDGB to train as a mechanic for machine tools in the GDR from the end of 1975 and the beginning of 1976 respectively.
In a letter to Harry Tisch dated 15 October 1976, S. A. Dange referred to the trainee Amit Roy. He had distinguished himself by his very good performance in his training as a mechanical engineer in Schwerin. It is also pointed out that he, like
his father, is also a member of the Communist Party of India. Dange asks that he be allowed to study for a diploma in engineering following his education. The handwritten note from an FDGB secretary reads "promised for Sept. 77". 
In a letter dated 31 August 1976, K. Selbmann informed the INTUC that Mr. Biswa was in good health. However, Mr. Biswa had visibly suffered from homesickness in Hennigsdorf. He was therefore transferred to Schwerin, where he could
complete his training in the company of three other comrades from India.

DY34/11464 // // Arrival probably on 05.12.1975. The date
of return is unknown.

INTUC Das Gupta, 
Chimanbhai Mehta

GDR Correspondence: Due to the holding of the World Congress of Women in Berlin and the 2nd International Trade Union Solidarity Conference for the Working People of Palestine, H. Franke asked the INTUC in a telegram dated 13.10.1975 for 
the arrival of the delegation after 05.12.1975.

DY34/11464 3rd Conference of the Metal and 
Engineering Workers Federation 
(AITUC)

17.11.-19.11.1975 // FDGB Who travelled and whether the 
trip was ultimately realized is 
not clear from the archives. 
Here, too, the archive of a sub-
union, in this case presumably 
IG Metall, could provide 
information.

India Bangalore //

DY34/11465
DY34/12276

World Peace Council Meeting // 22.04.-29.04.1976 FDGB Prof. Dr. Johanna Töpfer, 
Hans Lorenz, 
Peter Fritz

India AITUC, 
INTUC

Mission statement/reception concept: After the World Peace Day visit, the delegation should hold separate meetings with INTUC and AITUC.

DY34/11465 30th AITUC Congress 13.10.-17.10.1976 11.10.-19.10.1976 FDGB Margarete Müller, 
Max Lamprecht, 
Hartmut Siegemund

India 19 foreign delegations were present. INTUC did not send a 
representative, but only submitted a greeting address. The 
HMS was present.

Delhi, 
Calcutta, 
Jamshedpur

AITUC, 
INTUC, 
Opening event of the month of friendship India-GDR

S. A. Dange, 
K. G. Sriwastava, 
B. Bhagwati, 
"large section of INTUC secretaries", 
Speaker of the Indian House of
Commons, 
Wolfgang Schüssler

Travel report: A 15-page detailed handwritten report dated 20.10.1976 written by Margarete Müller deals in detail with the impressions of the conference and her political assessment of India. A central part of the report is a justification of
the AITUC's behaviour before and during the state of emergency. M. Müller describes how the AITUC initially refrained from strikes and protests in 1975 in order not to destabilise the government. Now, however, the right to strike is still
restricted. The AITUC Congress can likewise only take place under restrictions. It is stated that economic attacks on the working class are being organised by the monopoly bourgeoisie with the aim of getting them to go on strike against
Indira Gandhi's government. The policies of the AITUC and S. A. Dange were considered by Ms. Müller to be very balanced and tactically wise. However, contrary to Ms. Müller's praise, it is clear that the AITUC leadership is under severe
pressure. Manoeuvring between a policy of standstill vis-à-vis the government and increasing demands for action by the rank and file of the AITUC seems to be increasingly testing the leadership. In a conversation with S. A. Dange, the latter
told the FDGB delegation that Indira Gandhi was "practising an excellent foreign policy, but domestically she is opposed to the progressive forces." For the time being, however, the WFTU meeting in Delhi had to be awaited. After that, Mr.
Dange said, industrial action up to and including a general strike would be possible.

DY34/11464
DY34/11465

5th National Conference of the All-
Indian Friendship Association India-
GDR

12.11.-14.11.1976 // League for Peoples'
Friendship (GDR)

India Cuttack Correspondence: The League for Friendship of Peoples invited the FDGB to participate and coordinate. The FDGB proposed to organise a forum within the framework of the Friendship Association during the visit of the 30th AITUC Congress
in October, during which questions on the role and tasks of the FDGB in the GDR could be answered. Likewise, slide shows of the FDGB in English could be made available for Friendship Month, according to a letter from Mr. Selbmann to Mr.
Köcher dated 31 August 1976.

DY34/6923
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Lecturer´s visit // Originally planned from 30.11.-23.12.1975.
Actually took place after the 30th AITUC
Congress.

FDGB Hartmut Siegemund India Delhi, 
Bombay, 
Trivandrum, 
Madras

INTUC, 
AITUC

Mission statement/reception concept: To hold seminars and forums in cooperation with INTUC, HMS and AITUC on aspects of international trade union cooperation, especially in relation to anti-imperialist unity of action and unity of action 
against monopolies. The tasks of trade unions in the development of the state sector, trade union representation of interests in capitalist countries and the realisation of basic social rights in the context of productivity increase in the GDR
should be outlined. Workers' education through trade unions and exchange with the three trade unions on workers' education should also be presented. The FDGB was to be informed about the status of the unity of action. During the trip,
constant contact should be maintained with the GDR embassy or consulates. Arrangements should be made in advance with the head of the relevant section of the trade union college. The preparation of materials was to be done in
advance and a report was to be written no later than three weeks after return. It can be assumed that earlier lecturers acted under similar instructions.

Correspondence: In a letter dated 10.03.1976, H. Lorenz writes to INTUC regarding the cancelled 1975 lecturers' trip. He asks for time proposals for November 1976. He indicates that the same letter was sent to AITUC and HMS. However,
since all the Indian federations wished to organise separate seminars, it would now be a question of them communicating among themselves as to when which federation would make use of the lecturer. A series of further communications
followed, especially between the FDGB and the GDR Embassy, suggesting that the AITUC and INTUC wanted the HMS to be disinvited. This was suggested in letters dated 21.06.1976 and 02.06.1976. It can be assumed that this was related to
the anti-government attitude of the HMS and the Indian socialists under the state of emergency.

DY34/10239
DY34/10488
DY34/11465
DY34/12252

A) 21st INTUC Congress
B) 15th WFTU Office Meeting in Delhi
C) Discussions with AITUC

A) 28.11.-02.12.1976
B) 03.12.-04.12.1976

29.11.-09.12.1976 FDGB Wolfgang Beyreuther, 
Heinz Franke, 
Peter Fritz, 
Vera Hartmann 

India Delhi, 
Faridabad

INTUC, 
WFTU, 
AITUC

B. Bhagwati, 
other INTUC trade union officials, 
K. V. Raghunatha Reddy, 
Indira Gandhi, 
S. L. Passey, 
Members of the WFTU Bureau, 
K. G. Sriwastava, 
Dr. Biedermann, 
Mukherjee 

Travel report: The trip took place under conditions of internal conflict and state of emergency in India. However, the word state of emergency is not used in the report. Indira Gandhi's progressive policies (20-point programme) were under
strong attack from "increasingly assertive right-wing forces". At the same time, price increases led to growing discontent and criticism of the programme among the masses and workers. The unity of action of INTUC and AITUC was suffering
from intensified competition. The INTUC had been a good host and was invited by the FDGB to its 9th Congress. The INTUC tried to use the FDGB delegation in its favour and against the AITUC. 
Meetings were held with Indira Gandhi and R. Reddy. These were particularly devoted to the question of unemployment. "Strong and united" trade unions, according to them, had a responsibility in the development of the country (Gandhi)
and productivity (Reddy). 
The WFTU meeting dealt with planning a week of action for peoples and labourers of South Africa, planning forums and conferences, and reports. It is noteworthy that the WFTU meeting did not include any agenda item or resolution that
explicitly dealt with the crisis and state of emergency in India. 
In the meeting with the AITUC, an assessment of the situation was shared. A "hard struggle against price rises and for price freezes" had to be organised. However, this should not be "directed against the central government of India".
According to the AITUC, unity of action with the INTUC was not on the rise. It was criticised that the latter could draw on the resources of the state machine. According to the report, the consultation with the AITUC in particular should be
included in the considerations of the FDGB's international work. The AITUC had also suggested sending delegations from IG Chemie (chemicals) and the Forestry and Agricultural Workers Union to India. In addition, committee meetings of
WFTU bodies should be held more often in India.

Correspondence: The visit, originally planned for April, was rescheduled and there were several communications between different bodies for this purpose. Of particular interest is a letter from a representative of the GDR Embassy in India.
On 13 August 1976, Dr. Biedermeier refers to Indira Gandhi's visit to the GDR and to the fact that a delegation of the FDGB was soon to follow to India. Once again, the delegation should not be postponed for the purpose of visiting the
INTUC. An overlap with the visit of the 30th AITUC Congress should be avoided as this could be perceived as offensive by both unions.

DY34/11465 Training delegation 30 Months The exact time of arrival and whether the
apprenticeship took place can not be
confirmed by the archive.

AITUC Chandra Kumar Mukherji GDR Mission statement/reception concept: A technical engineering training is to be carried out.

DY34/11465 Training delegation 30 Months From January 1977 AITUC Mr. Grewal, 
Mr. Subramaniam

GDR Mission statement/reception conception: One training each in food processing and electric motor construction are to be carried out.

DY34/11465 Government Delegation // February and March 1977 The Indian Government sent
a delegation to visit the
United Kingdom, France,
Belgium and Switzerland.
The delegation included Shri
Madhusudan Lal, who was
subsequently to stay in the
GDR and Poland at the
invitation of the FDGB.
Whether the latter visits
actually happened is not
certain.

Shri Madhusudan Lal Switzerland, 
France 
Belgium 
United Kingdom

Perhaps: 
GDR
Poland

Perhaps:
Berlin
Warsaw

Correspondence: In a letter dated 18 December 1976, Mr. Sriwastava asks Wolfgang Beyreuther to allow S. Madhusudan to stay in the GDR. His son lives in the GDR. It is also suggested that he be enabled to travel on to Warsaw to take part
in the 6th International Conference of the TUI Public Service. The request also extends to the payment of flight tickets from Geneva-Berlin-Geneva and travel expenses to and from Warsaw.

DY34/6746 9th WFTU Congress // // AITUC
FDGB

K. G. Sriwastava, 
Harry Tisch

Czechoslovakia Prague Correspondence: In a letter dated 25.09.1978, Mr. Sriwastava refers to a conversation during the WFTU Congress and a message to him about the GDR Embassy in India. After the coming WFTU meeting in Nicosia, he would like to visit the
GDR for three to four days. More is not possible due to the "present situation" in India. This letter brings to mind that the trade union secretaries of the FDGB and the AITUC, and to some extent other Indian trade unions, met at regular
intervals outside the GDR or India. In the case of the AITUC and the FDGB, these meetings will have taken place frequently, as the AITUC was one of the largest affiliates of the WFTU in the capitalist countries and S. A. Dange was its Vice-
President for a long time.

DY34/6746
DY34/12276

WFTU meeting // // AITUC K. G. Sriwastava Cyprus
GDR

Nicosia, 
Berlin

//

DY34/11372 5th International Seminar of Railway 
Workers' Unions

// In 1978, the exact timing is unclear.
However, it can be assumed that the
delegation took place, as the FDGB
planned a delegation to India in quick
succession to further strengthen relations.

AIRF Secretary General of the AIRF GDR Berlin //

DY34/11372 Visit to the AIRF 20.05.-30.05.1979 // IG TuN (FDGB) Karl Kalauch, 
Irmtraud Wilde

India Mission statement/reception concept: Strengthen bilateral relations with the AIRF as India's strongest railway union with great influence in the ITF to maintain and further develop international cooperation among railway unions.
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DY34/12276 31st AITUC Congress 26.10.-31.10.1980 // FDGB Fritz Rösel India WFTU and 12 other allied trade union organisations (including 
from USSR, PRB, CSSR), 
CITU, 
BMS

N. K. Krishnan, 
H. Elias, 
M. S. Krishnan, 
Prabhat Kar, 
Nurul Islam, 
F. A. Cahansory, 
A. P. Sharma, 
K. Iletha

Travel report: The report of 11.11.1980 situates the 31st Congress "against the background of strong and long-term crisis phenomena [...] affecting the country as a result of capitalist development". This may seem correct in an abstract
sense. Nevertheless, it appears that this abstract characterisation also exempts from concrete engagement with past characterisations of Indira Gandhi's politics, the subsequent Janata government and the tasks at hand today. The silence
of the FDGB Archives on the end of the state of emergency and the years of the Janata government speak for themselves.  
The following report deals, among other things, with the split of a section of the CPI under Rosa Deshpande and her appearance at the AITUC Congress. The AITUC's policy towards the new Gandhi government, now characterised primarily
as anti-working class and pro-capitalist, was also mentioned. It is also clear that the FDGB's main concern to build a front between the HMS, INTUC and AITUC was never realised in the sense conceptualised by the FDGB and the WFTU during
the state of emergency, Gandhi's removal and later re-election, and in the context of India's political-economic situation and the various responses that the three organisations gave to it. This is not critically discussed in the report or
elsewhere in the FDGB's archives on India. Meanwhile, according to the report, the AITUC wanted the FDGB to continue to maintain contacts with the INTUC in order to influence the "positive aspects" of Gandhi's foreign policy. However,
the FDGB report now also recommends that contacts with CITU should be established. 
It should be noted that the AITUC did not organise a new congress until three years after the end of the state of emergency. On the one hand, this suggests that the AITUC leadership did not want to critically discuss the politics of its past
with its membership. It also suggests that the trade union movement in general was exhausted by a decade of economic crisis coupled with the political defeat of the labour movement in many areas of society. 
An appendix, which reproduces a conversation with AITUC Vice-President N. K. Krishnan, deals, among other things, with the AITUC leadership's support for the Polish government in its confrontation with the Solidarnosc union. There is no
comment on the presence of the BMS at the AITUC Congress.

DY34/12276 22nd INTUC Congress 28.11.-01.12.1980 28.11.-05.12.1980 FDGB Hans Lorenz, 
Erhard Hain

India ILO, 
ICFTU, 
AFL/CIO, 
WZSPS, 
TUC, 
PSI, 
Jatio Sramin League, 
Yugoslav Trade Union Confederation, 
I. P. Becker for the US Embassy, 
Walter Woenne for the FRG Embassy, 
Soluski for the Polish Embassy

Udaipur (Zawar Mines) INTUC, 
AITUC, 
CITU, 
Jatio Stramin League

S. D. Pandey, 
Indrajit Gupta, 
Abdul Mannan

Travel report: The report of 23.12.1980 placed the 22nd INTUC Congress, similar to the report on the 31st AITUC Congress, in the context of an ongoing capitalist crisis. It formulated a strong critique of the INTUC and its policies by its author
Hans Lorenz, which could be summed up as "the unreserved support of its [I. Gandhi's government's] policies and the abandonment of any struggle measures". The report went on to outline how this could be understood from the conduct
of this trade union congress and its resolutions, including the renunciation of strikes and proposed measures to legally restrict strikes. Mr. Lorenz criticised the fact that the question of unity of action was not addressed. To his knowledge,
the AITUC's greeting message, which addressed this issue, was not read out. 
The report also lists conversations (and their broad content) with representatives of INTUC, AITUC, CITU and the Jatio Sramin League. The report mentions that Mr. Lorenz and other delegates noticed how closely US and FRG embassy
officials communicated with INTUC secretaries, while international cooperation was becoming increasingly difficult for left unions across India. 
The report also lists annexes with, firstly, information on the membership of different federations; secondly, a list of industries and numbers of unions and INTUC members in them; thirdly, international guests present at Congress; fourthly,
a list of names of resolutions adopted; fifthly, a list of new elections to leading trade union positions; and finally, a brief report on a discussion with the INTUC General Secretary.

DY34/12276 10th Congress of the ROH
10th FDGB Congress

//
21.04.-24.04.1982

// AITUC Chaturanan Mishra Czechoslovakia, 
GDR

Prague, 
Berlin
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Dr. Ahmed Indian Farmers' Association of the CPI
Traveller: Visit to the GDR from 27.08.-03.09.1973 on the occasion of the 22nd session 
of the Administrative Committee of the TUI Agriculture, Forestry and Plantations

DY34/11464

Wolfgang Alster
Vice Chairman of the Trade Union of Employees of 
State Bodies and Municipal Economy (FDGB)

Traveller: Visit to India on the occasion of the 16th AIBEA Conference and the 25th 
Anniversary of AIBEA in the period 16.04-20.04.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Mr. Appan

Is mentioned in Filipowski's report as a Member of 
Parliament (MP) of the CPI. However, there was no 
Lok Sabha member of the CPI of that name at that 
time. But, one Shri G.A. Appan was a member of the 
Lok Sabha for the DMK between 1968 and 1974.

Person met: by FDGB lecturer Hubert Filipowski's to India from 19.11.-14.12.1970

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

M. Atchuthan AITUC Secretary

Correspondent: Repeated correspondent with the FDGB.
Person met: by delegation of the health workers' union (FDGB) of Günther Plarre and
Dr. Ursula Rabe on the occasion of the 2nd Congress of the All-India Federation of 
Medical and Health Workers, 22.10.-23.10.1966

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Henry Austin
Among other things, one of two General Secretaries 
of the INC from 1971 for national minorities, trade 
unions, women's and youth organisations.

Traveller: Visit to the GDR, including Warnow shipyard on 25.10.1971  

DY34/10520

K. Suresh Babu Incha Vila Veedu (INTUC) Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

S. M. Banerjee

A "Banerjee" is listed in Filipowski´s report as a 
Member of Parliament (MP) for the CPI. However, 
this Bannerjee is probably the S. M. Banerjee, who 
was a member of the Second to Fifth Lok Sabha as 
an independent candidate but sympathetic to the 
CPI, as well as a leader of various trade unions in 
Kanpur.

Person met: by FDGB lecturer Hubert Filipowski to India from 19.11.-14.12.1970

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Ajit Bannerji
Member of Central Committee of AIBEA and its 
General Secretary in West Bengal, Member of CPI

Traveller: Study delegation to the GDR from 02.12.-13.12.1974
DY34/11464

Paritosh Roy Barman
Mining and Allied Machinery Corporation Shramik 
Union

Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 23.10.-30.11.1972
DY34/11464

Kanti M. Barot
Secretary of the Gujarat State Transport Employees‘ 
Union (AITUC)

Traveller: Trainee at Moscow International Trade Union School between 1969 and 
1970

DY34/8300

Heinz Bartsch
Chairman of the Trade Union of Employees of State 
Bodies and Municipal Economy (FDGB)

Correspondent: Request through Prabhat Kar dated 25.03.1972 to Mr. Bartsch to 
enable Eswara Rao to stay in Moscow.
Person met: by AIBEA study delegation of Ajit Bannerji and C. M. Kapoor from 02.12.-
13.12.1974

DY34/11464

Dr. A. B. Basu Vice-President of the Indian Healthcare Union
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Günther Plarre and Dr. Ursula Rabe from 20.10.-
02.11.1966 on the occasion of the 2nd Congress of the All-India Federation of Medical 
and Health Workers.

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Kurt Baudisch
International Cooperation Officer in the Central 
Committee of the Science Trade Union; Editorial 
Director of the World Federation of Scientists

Traveller: Afro-Asian Symposium from 25.04.-02.05.1966 in India, on behalf of the 
FDGB

DY34/8320

I. P. Becker US Embassy staff
Representative present: for the US Embassy at the 22nd INTUC Congress 28.11.-
01.12.1980

DY34/12276

Wolfgang Beyreuther

i.a. 1973-1989 Member of the Central Committee of 
the SED, 1959-1977 Member of the Presidium and 
Secretariat of the Federal Executive Committee of 
the FDGB, 1959-1989 Member of the Federal 
Executive Committee of the FDGB, 1971-1977 
Deputy Chairman of the Federal Executive 
Committee of the FDGB

Traveller: WFTU General Council meeting in Bulgaria in early December 1966.
Person met : by AITUC delegation of the Vaman Tamhane to the GDR and 
Czechoslovakia in late 1966 or early 1967.
Traveller : 21st INTUC Congress, 15th WFTU Bureau Meeting in Delhi and talks with 
AITUC in the period 29.11.-09.12.1976

DY34/8300
DY34/10239
DY34/10488
DY34/10520
DY34/11465
DY34/12252

R. P. Bhadoria AITUC Member
Traveller: AITUC holiday delegation to the GDR from 27.08.-17.09.; participation in the 
International Trade Union Conference in Solidarity with workers and people of 
Palestine in Bulgaria

DY34/8300

B. Bhagwati
INTUC President from November 1971 to October 
1978, member of the INC, member of the second, 
third and fourth Lok Sabha

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Neukrantz and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 29th AITUC Congress from 30.01.-04.02.1973
Traveller: Friendship visit to the GDR from 21.08.-27.08.1973
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Werner Heilemann and Max Lamprecht on the 
occasion of the 20th INTUC Congress from 28.12.-29.12.1974 
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Margarete Müller, Max Lamprecht and Hartmut 
Siegemund on the occasion of the 30th AITUC Congress from 13.10.-17.10.1976
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Beyreuther, Heinz Franke, Peter Fritz 
and Vera Hartmann on the occasion of the 21st INTUC Congress from 28.11.-
02.12.1976

DY34/9830
DY34/10138
DY34/10239
DY34/10488
DY34/10520
DY34/11464
DY34/11465
DY34/12252

Frau Bhagwati Wife of B. Bhagwati Traveller: Friendship visit to the GDR from 21.08.-27.08.1973
DY34/10138
DY34/10520
DY34/11464

J. N. Bhardwaj
Member of the Lok Sabha, Member of the INC, 
President of the Nangal Fertilizer Workers Union 
(INTUC)

Traveller: May Day Delegation to the GDR from 28.04.-10.05.1974
DY34/11464

Sarjerao Bhonsle Mumbai Girni Kamgar Union (AITUC)

Dr. Biedermann Chargé d'Affaires of the GDR Embassy
Person met: FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Beyreuther, Heinz Franke, Peter Fritz and 
Vera Hartmann on the occasion of the 21st INTUC Congress from 28.11.-02.12.1976

DY34/10239
DY34/10488
DY34/11465
DY34/12252

Naba Bikash Biswas Machine tool apprentice delegated by INTUC Apprentice: in the GDR as of January 1976
DY34/11464
DY34/11465
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Renato Bitossi
President of the WFTU, General Secretary of the 
Confederazione Generale Italiana del Lavoro and 
founding member of the Italian Communist Party.

Traveller: WFTU representative at the 27th AITUC Congress, 16.05.-22.05.1966

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Dr. Maitreyee Bose
President of INTUC, member of the fourth Lok Sabha 
as an Independent candidate, previously a member 
of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly for the INC.

Person met: FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 16th AIBEA Conference and the 25th anniversary of AIBEA in the period 10.04.-
24.04.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Mr. Braschit
Person met: curative treatment of Manohar Lal, 
J. Chitharanjan and K. M. Sundaramder GDR from 09.04.-04.05.1972

DY34/11464

Werner Brodow Chauffeur
Person met: Initiative visit by the Labour Minister of Kerala T. Krishnan Divakaran to 
the GDR from 12.03.-16.03.1968

DY34/10520

Dr. Harald Bühl
Candidate of the Federal Executive Committee of 
the FDGB and Head of the Department of Culture

Traveller: Representative delegation to India from 04.10.-17.10.1968
DY34/8300 
DY34/8320
DY34/10520

W. Bugatikow Leading WZSPS member Traveller: 17th INTUC Congress, 12.05.-13.05.1968 DY34/10520

Dr. Henry Buggel
Forestry Faculty Tharandt of the Dresden University 
of Technology

Traveller: Afro-Asian Symposium from 25.04.-02.05.1966, on behalf of the State 
Secretariat for Higher Education of the GDR

DY34/8320

Jürgen Busse Interpreter
Person met: AITUC delegation from the A. B. Lagoo to visit the Land, Food Goods and 
Forestry Union in Gera from 03.05.-10.05.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Prof. Dr. Buzislawski Faculty of Journalism, Karl Marx University Leipzig Traveller: Afro-Asian Symposium 25.04.-02.05.1966, on behalf of the FDGB
DY34/8320

F. A. Cahansory
Person met: FDGB delegation of Fritz Rösel on the occasion of the 31st AITUC 
Congress from 26.10.-31.10.1980

DY34/12276

Mr. Chadka President of AIBEA
Person met: FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 16th AIBEA conference from 16.-20.04.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Vald Chajjumal General Secretary of the Punjab Kisan Sabha
Traveller: AITUC delegation to visit the Agricultural and Forestry Trade Union of the 
GDR from 28.10.-14.11.1969

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Nrisingh Chakrabarty CITU Secretary

Jatin Chakravorty
UTUC member, RSP member, Minister for 
Parliamentary Affairs in the Bengal State Parliament

Traveller: 7th Congress of the WFTU in Budapest from 17.10.-31.10.1969, intermittent 
travel to Berlin

DY34/8300

K. P. Chandramathy AITUC member, (apprentice) nurse Travellers: apprenticeship delegation to the GDR between 1974 and 1977
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Monoj Chatterjee Traveller: Medical treatment in the GDR from 27.02.1967-01.03.1967 DY34/8300

Raoba Avnaji Chikne
Honorary member of the central leadership of the 
AITUC, secretary in the MR district in Bombay, 
member of the CPI and MP in the district assembly.

Traveller: Study delegation to the GDR from 26.07.-14.08.1967

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

J. Chitharanjan
AITUC vice-president at the time of mention; leading 
member of the CPI; later MLA in Kerala in the 1977, 
1980 and 1987 elections, among others.

Traveller: medical treatment in the GDR from 09.04.-04.05.1972.
Traveller: on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the FDGB from 10.06.-20.06.1975 
in the GDR

DY34/11464

G. V. Chitnis
Secretary of the Maharashtra State Trade Union 
Committee (AITUC)

S. A. Dange

Chairman of the CPI from 1962-1981 (expelled in 
1981), member of the Fourth and Fifth Lok Sabha, 
General Secretary of the AITUC, Vice-President of 
the WFTU.

Correspondent: appears several times as a correspondent, including in a letter of 
15.10.1976 to Harry Tisch with a request to allow the apprentice Amit Roy to continue 
as a student.
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Arno Otto, Kurt Selbmann and Joachim Meinert on 
the occasion of the 2nd Conference of the National Federation of Metal and 
Engineering Workers of India (AITUC) from 01.02.-02.02.1964
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Alfred Wilke and Veronika Lieb on the occasion of 
the 27th AITUC Congress from 16.05.-22.05.1966
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Dr. Harald Bühl, Kurt Selbmann and Peter Fritz 
from 04.10.-17.10.1968 in India
Person involved: FDGB-Lektorenreise of Hubert Filipowski to India from 19.11.-
14.12.1970
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Margarete Müller, Max Lamprecht and Hartmut 
Siegemund on the occasion of the 30th AITUC Congress from 13.10.-17.10.1976

DY34/8300
DY34/8320
DY34/10520
DY34/11465

Mahesh Desai HMS General Secretary
Correspondent: repeatedly corresponded with the FDGB
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Neukrantz and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 29th AITUC Congress from 30.01.-04.02.1973

DY34/9830
DY34/11464

Ram Desai HMS Secretary
Correspondent: a.o. in a letter of 31.01.1976. concerning the apprenticeship of the 
envoy Kistoo Mingel Fernandes

DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Anne Dessau FDGB member, Tribüne employee Traveller: Reporting from India for the Tribüne in October 1967 DY34/8300

T. Krishnan Divakaran

Leading member of the Revolutionary Socialist Party, 
Minister for Labour in the Kerala Government, 
Chairman of the Indian Soviet Cultural Society in 
Kerala.

Traveller: own-initiative visit to the GDR as a trade unionist and Labour Minister of 
Kerala from 12.03.-16.03.1968

DY34/10520

Mr. Diwakar
Secretary of the AITUC in the State of Madhya 
Pradesh, Vice-President of the AITUC

Traveller: Medical treatment in GDR from April to June 1967 
Sent material: Recipient of two packages of Sanastain & Nicudan injections through 
FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz in India from 10.04.-24.04.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

N. C. Dutta AITUC Secretary
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 16th AIBEA Conference and the 25th anniversary of AIBEA in the period 10.04.-
24.04.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

H. Elias
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Fritz Rösel on the occasion of the 31st AITUC 
Congress from 26.10.-31.10.1980

DY34/12276

Mohammed Elias
General Secretary of the National Federation of 
Metal and Engineering Workers of India (AITUC)

Traveller: Indian metalworkers' delegation to GDR and CSSR between 05.10.-
17.10.1968

DY34/10520

Heinz Eydner
Member of the Presidium of the Central Executive 
Committee of the Trade Union of Employees of State 
Bodies and Municipal Economy (FDGB)

Traveller: Visit to AIBEA from 11.12.-20.12.1968

DY34/8320
DY34/10520
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Kistoo Mingel Fernandes HMS member, (apprentice) textile machine builder
Traveller: apprenticeship delegation to the GDR to become a textile machine builder 
from 1974 to 1977

DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Dr. Hubert Filipowski
Lecturer at the trade union college "Fritz Heckert" in 
Bernau

Traveller: FDGB lecturers' trip to India 19.11.-14.12.1970
Traveller: originally planned as a traveller for the First Asian Trade Union Seminar 
1971, postponed to April 1972 due to the Bangladesh war; it is not certain who finally 
took part in 1972

DY34/8300
DY34/8320
DY34/10520
DY34/11464

Uwe Fischer Interpreter

Person met: by AITUC delegation of Vaman Tamhane during a visit to Czechoslovakia 
and the GDR in late 1966 or early 1967

Possibly this is also the "Mr. Fischer" met during the lecturer's trip of Dr. Hubert 
Filipowski to India from 19.11.-14.12.1970

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Heinz Franke

In 1959 he was severely reprimanded and deprived 
of all his previous functions, including membership 
of the FDGB Federal Executive Committee; from 
1965-1970 deputy head of the FDGB International 
Liaison Department, from 1970 head; at this time 
also a candidate for the FDGB Federal Executive 
Committee; 1961-65 head of institute or faculty at 
the FDGB "Fritz Heckert" University in Bernau.

Correspondent: Invitation of the AITUC to the 8th FDGB Congress in a letter dated 
20.03.1972
Traveller: Silver Jubilee of INTUC on 03.05.1972
Person met: by Friendship visit of B. Bhagwati and his wife to the GDR from 21.08.-
27.08.1973
Correspondent: Letter of thanks from Bhagwati dated 31.08.1973 to Franke regarding 
his visit to the GDR 
Traveller: 21st INTUC Congress, 15th WFTU office meeting in Delhi and talks with 
AITUC in the period 29.11.-09.12.1976

DY34/10138
DY34/10239
DY34/10488
DY34/10520
DY34/11464
DY34/11465
DY34/12252

Dr. Paul Friedländer
Member of the Science Trade Union (FDGB); 
Institute for Economic Sciences of the German 
Academy of Sciences

Traveller: Afro-Asian Symposium 25.04.-02.05.1966, on behalf of the FDGB
DY34/8320

Peter Fritz
Department for International Relations of the FDGB 
Federal Executive Committee, (later) student at the 
"Fritz Heckert" Trade Union University, interpreter

Correspondent: countless correspondences, which cannot be mentioned here in 
detail, go from Peter Fritz, who seems to have been the central organising FDGB 
secretary for cooperation with Indian trade unions in the 1960s and 1970s
Person met: by the Labour Minister of Kerala T. K. Divakaran to the GDR from 12.03.-
16.03.1968
Traveller: Representative delegation of the FDGB to India from 04.10.-17.10.1968
Traveller: Visit of the AIBEA from 11.12.-20.12.1968
Traveller: National conference for the recognition of the GDR under international law 
from 14.09.-15.09.1969 in India
Traveller: 28th AITUC Congress from 28.01.-01.02.1970
Traveller: 50th anniversary of the AITUC from 05.11.-06.11.1970
Traveller: Visit to India on the occasion of the 16th AIBEA Conference and the 25th 
Anniversary of AIBEA from 16.04-20.04.1971
Traveller: 29th AITUC Congress from 30.01-04.02.1973
Person met: by friendship visit of B. Bhagwati and his wife to the GDR from 21.08.-
27.08.1973
Person met and rapporteur: by Indian farmers' delegation of Mr. Konar (KPIM) and Dr. 
Ahmed (CPI) on the occasion of the 22nd session of the Administrative Committee of 
the TUI Agriculture, Forestry and Plantation in the GDR between 27.08.-03.09.1973
Traveller: 19th INTUC Congress probably in December 1973
Traveller: World Peace Council meeting in India in the period 22.04.-29.04.1976
Traveller: 21st INTUC Congress, 15th WFTU office meeting in Delhi and talks with 
AITUC in the period 29.11.-09.12.1976

DY34/8300
DY34/8320
DY34/9830
DY34/10138
DY34/10239
DY34/10488
DY34/10520
DY34/11464
DY34/11465
DY34/12252
DY34/12276

Mr. Gadekar Maharashtra Rajya Trade Union Council (AITUC) Traveller: Trade union seminar in GDR 23.10-30.11.1972
DY34/11464

Indira Gandhi
a.o. Prime Minister of India from 1966-1977 and 
from 1980-1984, long-time leader of the INC

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Beyreuther, Heinz Franke, Peter Fritz 
and Vera Hartmann on the occasion of the 21st INTUC Congress from 28.11.-
02.12.1976

Indira Gandhi and her policies are 
mentioned in the majority of the 
consulted signatures (especially from 1966 
onwards), but especially here: 
DY34/10488
DY34/10239
DY34/11465

Dr. med. Ganguin
Doctor at the District Office for Tuberculosis and 
Lung Diseases in Berlin-Karlshorst

Person met: by Monoj Chatterjee during medical treatment in the GDR from 
27.02.1967-1.3.1967

DY34/8300

Geyer
Member of the Presidium of the Central Executive 
Committee of IG Metall

Person met: by Indian metalworkers' delegation of Mohammed Elias and
Kali Mukherjee from 05.10.-17.10.1968

DY34/10520

Sony Dhaku Ghadi originally scheduled for a medical visit to the GDR in 1971, possibly did not attend
DY34/8300
DY34/10520

G. Glückmann Interpreter
Person met: by the Labour Minister of Kerala T. Krishnan Divakaran on own-initiative 
visit to the GDR from 12.03.-16.03.1968

DY34/10520

D. Gnaniah
General Secretary of the National Federation of 
Postal and Telegraph Workers of India

Traveller: 19th World Conference of the TUI of Postal and Telegraph Workers, 11.07.-
14.07.1966 in Brussels

DY34/8300

Promod Gogai AITUC member Traveller: 8th FDGB Congress from 26.06.-30.06.1972 DY34/11464

Gour Goswami
Garden Reach Workshops Mazdoor & Staff Union 
(AITUC), Member of the State Committee of AITUC 
West Bengal

Traveller: Study delegation to the GDR from 15.03.-30.03.1969
DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Raj Bahadur Gour President of the Indian Health Services Union
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Günther Plarre and Dr. Ursula Rabe from 20.10.-
02.11.1966 on the occasion of the 2nd Congress of the All-India Federation of Medical 
and Health Workers

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Mr. Grawetzki
Representative of the local office of the Trade 
Mission in Bombay

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Alfred Wilke and Veronika Lieb on the occasion of 
the 27th AITUC Congress from 16.05.-22.05.1966

DY34/10520

Mr. Grewal AITUC member Traveller: apprenticeship delegation for 30 months from January 1977 DY34/11465

Mr. Grigorjan WFTU member
Representative present: 2nd Conference of the National Federation of Metal and 
Engineering Workers of India (AITUC) from 01.02.-02.02.1964

DY34/10520

Prof. Dr. Großmann Brandenburg District Hospital
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Lothar Günther
Vice Consul of the GDR in New Delhi (Culture and 
Information), Secretary of the German-Southeast 
Asian Society (DEUSASIG) in the GDR

Correspondent: Lothar Günther appears regularly as a correspondent with the FDGB. 
He is the contact person for FDGB enquiries. He also gives his own assessments and 
recommendations. In addition, several archival documents show that he also acted as 
a direct messenger of FDGB messages to Indian stakeholders. It can be assumed that 
he was a "met person" far more often than the above two examples suggest.
Person met: by Hubert Filipowski's lecture tour of India from 19 November to 14 
December 1970.
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 16th AIBEA Conference.
25th anniversary of AIBEA from 16.04-20.04.1971 in India

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Indrajit Gupta

General Secretary of the AITUC from 1980-1990, 
member of the CPI, member of the second to the 
thirteenth Lok Sabha (with the exception of the sixth 
Lok Sabha).

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Hans Lorenz and Erhard Hain on the occasion of 
the 22nd INTUC Congress from 28.11.-01.12.1980 

DY34/12276

Das Gupta Secretary der Mine Workers Federation (INTUC) Traveller: reason unknown, destination was the GDR, date probably after 05.12.1975
DY34/11464

Prof. Nand Lal Gupta
General Secretary of the India-GDR Friendship 
Society

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 16th AIBEA Conference, 16-20.04.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Usha Gupta
General Secretary of the Indian Health Services 
Union

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Günther Plarre and Dr. Ursula Rabe from 20.10.-
02.11.1966 on the occasion of the 2nd Congress of the All-India Federation of Medical 
and Health Workers.

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Kola Gurumurthy
President of the A.P. Medical Employees Union 
(AITUC)

Traveller: May Day Delegation to the GDR from 28.04.-10.05.1974
DY34/11464

K. A. Guseinow Secretary of the Central Council of the WZSPS Representative present: for the WFTU at the 27th AITUC Congress, 16.05.-22.05.1966
DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Erhard Hain Interpreter from Intertext Traveller: 22nd INTUC Congress, 28.11.-01.12.1980 DY34/12276

Vera Hartmann Interpreter
Traveller: 21st INTUC Congress, 15th WFTU Delhi Office Meeting and talks with AITUC 
during 29.11.-09.12.1976

DY34/10239
DY34/10488
DY34/11465
DY34/12252

Werner Heilemann
Member of the Presidium and Secretary for Western 
Work of the Federal Executive Committee of the 
FDGB (from 1973 at the latest), SED member

Person met: by Friendship visit of B. Bhagwati and his wife to the GDR from 21.08.-
27.08.1973.
Traveller: 19th INTUC Congress probably in December 1973
Traveller: 20th INTUC Congress from 28.12.-29.12.1974

DY34/10138
DY34/10520
DY34/11464

Mr. Heinrich
Person met: by Sudesh Kochhar, who stayed in the GDR from around the end of 1967 
or the beginning of 1968 for the purpose of apprenticeship or studying (disputed)

DY34/8300

Horst Heintze

From 1961-1969 Member of the Presidium and 
Secretary of the FDGB Federal Executive Committee; 
from 1963-1989 Member of the Central Committee 
of the SED

Correspondent: Invitation to S. Loomba to the celebrations on the occasion of the 
20th anniversary of the GDR in a letter dated 20.02.1969

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Mr. Heinze
General Director VEB Werk für Bauelemente der 
Nachrichtentechnik Teltow

Person met: by Indian metalworkers' delegation of Mohammed Elias and
Kali Mukherjee from 05.10.-17.10.1968

DY34/10520

Helmut Höhlig 
from 1967-1971 GDR Vice Consul at the Consulate 
General in Madras; 1974-1976 Consul at the 
Consulate General in Bombay

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Werner Heilemann and Max Lamprecht on the 
occasion of the 20th INTUC Congress from 28.12.-29.12.1974 

DY34/10138
DY34/10520
DY34/11464

Dr. Walter Hundt FDGB member Traveller: Third Asian Trade Union Seminar in India 12.12-17.12.1973 DY34/11464

Mushtaque Ahmed Hussain AITUC member
Traveller: 20th anniversary of the GDR on 07.10.1969, possibly followed by a three-
week recreational stay

DY34/8300

K. Iletha
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Fritz Rösel on the occasion of the 31st AITUC 
Congress from 26.10.-31.10.1980

DY34/12276

Nurul Islam
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Fritz Rösel on the occasion of the 31st AITUC 
Congress from 26.10.-31.10.1980

DY34/12276

Jagatprakash AITUC member
Traveller: World Assembly for Peace on 19.06.1969 in the GDR, subsequent medical 
treatment

DY34/8300

Arjun Jagota Indian student in Leipzig
Person met: by AITUC study delegation of Bajpai Ambika Prassad and Raoba Avnaji 
Chiknein to the GDR from 26.07.-14.08.1967, Jagota acted as interpreter

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

T. S. Jagtap
Member of the General Council of the AITUC, trade 
union cadre in the textile sector in Bombay

Traveller: AITUC Study Delegation to the GDR 19.11.-30.11.1974
DY34/11464

Siegfried Jelen 
Member of the Presidium of the Central Executive 
Committee of IG Metall

Person met: by Indian metalworkers' delegation of Mohammed Elias and
Kali Mukherjee from 05.10.-17.10.1968

DY34/10520

Dushasan Jena Member of the National Executive of the AITUC Traveller: Study delegation to the GDR in the district of Gera from 06.06.-16.06.1969
DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Ms. John Staff member of the National Council (Nationalrat)
Person met: by Labour Minister of Kerala T. Krishnan Divakaran on own-initiative visit 
to the GDR from 12.03.-16.03.1968

DY34/10520

Subhadra Joshi
Traveller: Meeting organised by the Indo-GDR Friendship Society and the FDGB at the 
VEB Fotochemische Werke on 16.08.1972 in the GDR

DY34/10520

S. Kadhusudan Vice-Chairman of the State Employees' Union
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Eydner and Peter Fritz to visit AIBEA 11.12.-
20.12.1968

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

G. Kalan
Secretary of the Tamandu National Engineering 
Employees Union (INTUC)

Karl Kalauch 
From 1977-1989 Member of the Federal Executive 
Committee of the FDGB and Chairman of the Central 
Executive Committee of IG TuN

Traveller: Visit of the AIRF to India from 20.05.-30.05.1979

DY34/11372

C. M. Kapoor
Member of the Central Executive Committee of 
AIBEA, General Secretary in Uttar Pradesh; Member 
of CPI

Traveller: Study delegation to the GDR from 02.12.-13.12.1974
DY34/11464

K. L. Kapur
AIBEA, also General Secretary of the Indian Graphic 
Workers' Union
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Prabhat Kar
a.o. General Secretary of AIBEA from 1953, member 
of the Lok Sabha from 1957

Correspondent: a.o. letter to Heinz Bartsch regarding a friendship visit by Eswara Rao
Person met: FDGB delegation of Günther Plarre and Dr. Ursula Rabe from 20.10.-
02.11.1966 on the occasion of the 2nd Congress of the All-India Federation of Medical 
and Health Workers
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 16th AIBEA Conference from 16-20.04.1971
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Fritz Rösel on the occasion of the 31st AITUC 
Congress from 26.10.-31.10.1980

DY34/10520
DY34/11464

Mr. Kar
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Eydner and 
Peter Fritz to visit the AIBEA in India from 11.12.-20.12.1968

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Mr. Karan
Person met: by Labour Minister of Kerala T. Krishnan Divakaran on own-initiative visit 
to the GDR from 12.03.-16.03.1968

DY34/10520

C. G. Karmakar
Secretary General of the Assam Chah Mazdoor 
Sangha (INTUC)

Traveller: May Day Delegation to GDR 1973
DY34/11464

G. Katragadda
Secretary General of the GDR-India Friendship 
Society in India

Correspondent: Circular on the occasion of the Indo-GDR Friendship Month from 
15.09.-14.10.1974

DY34/11464

Ms. Keil Interpreter
Person met: by Indian metalworkers' delegation of B. Mukherjee and Nazar 
Mohammad from 13.11.-23.11.1970

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Mr. Keppel (probably 
Werner Keppel)

Secretary for Propaganda of the FDGB Gera District 
Executive Committee

Person met: by AITUC delegation from the A. B. Lagoo to visit the Land, Food Goods 
and Forestry Union in Gera from 03.05.-10.05.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

R. K. Khadilkar
Health and Family Welfare Minister under Indira 
Gandhi, INC

Recipient: of aid from the FDGB (and the GDR) on the occasion of a flood disaster, 
handed over on 23.08.1975
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Neukrantz and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 29th AITUC Congress from 30.01.-04.02.1973

DY34/9830
DY34/11464

Vasant A. Khanolkar
General Secretary of the Chemical Mazdoor Sabha 
Bombay (HMS) and General Secretary of the 
Maharashtra State Council of the HMS

Traveller: May Day Delegation to the GDR from 28.04.-10.05.1974
DY34/11464

Heinz Kinder
Person met: by AITUC study delegation of Bajpai Ambika Prassad and Raoba Avnaji 
Chikne to the GDR from 26.07.-14.08.1967

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Mr. Kirchhof Functionary in the GDR Trade Mission in India
Correspondent: writes to Peter Fritz on 13.05.1970 concerning an alleged promise 
made by Mr. Pavelzik to V. K. Muttatkar during the visit of the agricultural and 
forestry trade union to the GDR

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

H. Klein
Person met: by AITUC delegation of the Y. V. Krishnarao, Vald Chajjumal, Nallakannu 
and V. K. Muttatkar to visit the Agricultural and Forestry Trade Union of the GDR from 
28.10.-14.11.1969.

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Ms. Knorr 
Deputy Chairwoman of the Gera Land, Food Goods, 
Forestry Trade Union (FDGB)

Person met: by AITUC delegation from the A. B. Lagoo to visit the Land, Food Goods 
and Forestry Union in Gera from 03.05.-10.05.1971.

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Sudesh Kochhar AITUC member
Traveller: on the occasion of apprenticeship or studies (disputed) in the GDR from 
around the end of 1967 or the beginning of 1968, unclear whether he finally took up 
the post

DY34/8300

Mr. Konar Indian Farmers' Association of the CPI(M)
Traveller: Visit to the GDR from 27.08.-03.09.1973 on the occasion of the 22nd session 
of the Administrative Committee of the TUI Agriculture, Forestry and Plantations

DY34/11464

Heinz Konrad
Vice-chairman of an FDGB district executive 
committee (presumably Gera)

Person met: by AITUC study delegation of Dushasan Jena and Tulsidas Poria from 
06.06.-16.06.1969

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

J. G. Kothare
Joint Secretary der General Insurance Employees All 
India Association

Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 23.10.-30.11.1972
DY34/11464

Pusen Kova
General Secretary of the Union of State Employees 
of the USSR

Correspondent: Letter from Prabhat Kar regarding a desired visit to the GDR by 
Eswara Rao.

DY34/11464

Mr. Krause
Secretary General of the TUI (State organs, 
municipal economy)

Person met: by AIBEA study delegation of Ajit Bannerji and C. M. Kapoor from 02.12.-
13.12.1974 in the GDR

DY34/11464

M. S. Krishnan M.L.A. Mysore, Treasurer of the AITUC

Traveller: AITUC delegation on the occasion of the First of May and 7th FDGB 
Congress 1968
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Fritz Rösel on the occasion of the 31st AITUC 
Congress 26.10.-31.10.1980

DY34/8300
DY34/12276

N. K. Krishnan Vice-President of AITUC

Person met: FGDB delegation of Johann Müller and 
Peter Fritz on the occasion of the 28th AITUC Congress from 28.01.-01.02.1970
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Fritz Rösel on the occasion of the 31st AITUC 
Congress from 26.10.-31.10.1980

DY34/8300
DY34/8320
DY34/10520
DY34/12276

Y. V. Krishnarao Vice President of the All India Kisan Sabha
Traveller: AITUC delegation to visit the Agricultural and Forestry Trade Union of the 
GDR from 28.10.-14.11.1969

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Prof. Dr. Jürgen Kuczynski
Science Trade Union (FDGB); German Academy of 
Sciences in Berlin

Traveller: Afro-Asian Symposium 25.04.-02.05.1966, on behalf of the FDGB
DY34/8320

S. R. Kulkani
Member of the National Executive Committee of the 
HMS and President of the All India Port and Dock 
Workers Federation (HMS)

Prabhakar K. Kunte INTUC member
Person met: by FGDB delegation of Heinz Franke on the occasion of the silver jubilee 
of INTUC on 03.05.1972
Traveller: 8th FDGB Congress from 26.06.-30.06.1972

DY34/11464

Mr. Kunze
Person met: by Manohar Lal, 
J. Chitharanjan and K. M. Sundaramder during medical visit to GDR from 09.04.-
04.05.1972

DY34/11464

A. B. Lagoo
President of the Silk Mill Mazdoor Union in Indore 
and Secretary of the LIC Field Officers Union.

Traveller: Visit to the Land, Food Goods and Forestry Trade Union in Gera from 03.05.-
10.05.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Manohar Lal AITUC member Traveller: Medical treatment in the GDR from 09.04.-04.05.1972 DY34/11464

Muni Lal
Vice-President of the Punjab Committee of the 
AITUC
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Shri Madhusudan Lal

Assistant Industrial Relations Section and working in 
INTUC Central Office, Vice-President of the Union of 
State Employees of India (INTUC)".

Same person as S. Madhusudan?: General Secretary 
of the Central Aviation Department and Secretary of 
the National Council of the Joint Consultative 
Machinery of all Central Government Employees of 
India

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 16th AIBEA Conference from 16-20.04.1971.
Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
Traveller: Indian government delegation to the United Kingdom, France, Belgium and 
Switzerland between February and March 1977, possibly also individual stopover of 
Madhusudan in the GDR

DY34/8300
DY34/10520
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Max Lamprecht
Head of the Africa/Asia Sector in the International 
Liaison Department of the FDGB Federal Executive 
Committee

Traveller: 20th INTUC Congress, 28.12.-29.12.1974
Traveller: 30th AITUC Congress from 13.10.-17.10.1976

DY34/10138
DY34/10520
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Veronika Lieb
Staff member of the International Liaison 
Department at the FDGB

Traveller: 27th AITUC Congress from 16.05.-22.05.1966 DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Ruth Loeb Interpreter
Person met: by Indian metalworkers' delegation of Mohammed Elias and Kali 
Mukherjee 05.10.-17.10.1968

DY34/10520

Satish Loomba AITUC Secretary

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Arno Otto, Kurt Selbmann and Joachim Meinert on 
the occasion of the 2nd Conference of the National Federation of Metal and 
Engineering Workers of India (AITUC) from 01.02.-02.02.1964
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Alfred Wilke and Veronika Lieb on the occasion of 
the 27th AITUC Congress from 16.05.-22.05.1966
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Günther Plarre and Dr. Ursula Rabe from 20.10.-
02.11.1966 on the occasion of the 2nd Congress of the All India Federation of Medical 
and Health Workers
Person met: by FDGB delegation on the occasion of an AIBEA visit to India of Heinz 
Eydner and Peter Fritz from 11.12.-20.12.1968
Correspondent: declines invitation to May Day in the GDR 1969
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 16th AIBEA Conference and the 25th anniversary of AIBEA in the period 10.04.-
24.04.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Hans Lorenz
Deputy Head of Department for International Liaison 
at the Federal Executive Committee of the FDGB

Traveller: World Peace Council Meeting, stay in India from 22.04.-29.04.1976
Traveller: 22nd INTUC Congress from 28.11.-01.12.1980

DY34/11465
DY34/12276

S. Madhusudan

General Secretary of the des Central Aviation 
Department and Secretary of the National Council of 
the Joint Consultative Machinery of all Central 
Government Employees of India

Klaus Mäser Consul General in Bombay
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Werner Heilemann and Max Lamprecht on the 
occasion of the 20th INTUC Congress from 28.12.-29.12.1974 

DY34/10138
DY34/10520
DY34/11464

Mrinal Majmunder Member of the INTUC Bengal Working Committee Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Abdul Mannan
General Secretary of the Jatio Sramin League 
Bangladesh

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Hans Lorenz and Erhard Hain on the occasion of 
the 22nd INTUC Congress from 28.11.-05.12.1980

DY34/12276

P. D. Marathe
Member of the General Council of the AITUC, Vice-
President of the All-India Beedi Workers Association

Traveller: May Day Delegation to GDR 1973
DY34/11464

Chimanbhai Mehta Secretary of the INTUC Gujrat Traveller: reason unknown, destination was the GDR, date probably after 05.12.1975
DY34/11464

Joachim Meinert IG-Metall (FDGB)
Traveller: 2nd conference of the National Federation of Metal and Engineering 
Workers of India (AITUC) from 01.02.-02.02.1964

DY34/10520

Dr. Melkote
Physician, Member of Parliament (?), former 
Minister of Finance Andhras

Mario Merino
Secretary of the TUI (municipal economy, state 
organs)

Person met: by AIBEA study delegation of Ajit Bannerji and C. M. Kapoor to the GDR 
from 02.12.-13.12.1974

DY34/11464

Chaturanan Mishra Vice-President of AITUC Traveller: 10th FDGB Congress from 21.04.-24.04.1982 and 10th Congress of the ROH
DY34/12276

G. N. Mishra HMS Secretary in Uttar Pradesh Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Family Mitrasch Indian family living in GDR
Person met: by Indian metalworkers' delegation of B. Mukherjee and Nazar 
Mohammad from 13.11.-23.11.1970

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Nazar Mohammad AITUC member Traveller: Visit to IG Metall (FDGB) in the GDR from 13.11.-24.11.1970
DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Günter Müller
Member of the FGDB Federal Executive Committee 
(from 1968), member of the secretariat of the SED 
district leadership in Gera (1968-1989).

Traveller: National Conference for the Recognition of the GDR under International Law 
in India from 14.09.-15.09.1969
Traveller: 50th AITUC Anniversary from 05.11.-06.11.1970

DY34/8300

Johann Müller
Member of the Presidium of the FDGB Federal 
Executive Committee

Traveller: 28th AITUC Congress from 28.01.-01.02.1970
DY34/8300
DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Margarete Müller
1963-1981 Member of the Presidium and Secretary 
of the Central Executive Committee of the FGDB, 
member of the SED since 1964

Travellers: FDGB delegation on the occasion of the 30th AITUC Congress from 13.10.-
17.10.1976

DY34/11465

B. Mukherjee AITUC member Traveller: Visit to IG Metall (FDGB) in the GDR from 13.11.-24.11.1970
DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Devrabatha Mukherjee
presumably AITUC member, engineer, 
apprenticeship at VEB Schokopack

Traveller: apprenticeship in the GDR from January 1967 to May 1968
DY34/8300

H. D. Mukherjee INTUC secretary

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 16th AIBEA Conference from 16.04-20.04.1971
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Franke on the occasion of the silver jubilee 
of INTUC on 03.05.1972

DY34/8320
DY34/10520
DY34/11464

Mr. Mukherjee Secretary General of the INC

Kali Mukherjee
General Secretary of the Indian National Engineering 
Workers Federation (INTUC)

Traveller: Indian metalworkers' delegation to GDR and CSSR between 05.10.-
17.10.1968
Traveller: 8th WFTU Congress in Varna between 15.10.-22.10.1973

DY34/10520
DY34/11464
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Nihar Mukherji AITUC member
Traveller: AITUC holiday delegation to the GDR from 27.08.-17.09.; intermittent 
participation in the International Trade Union Conference in Solidarity with workers 
and people of Palestine in Bulgaria

DY34/8300

Romash Mukherjee Member of the General Council of the AITUC
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Günther Plarre and Dr. Ursula Rabe from 20.10.-
02.11.1966 on the occasion of the 2nd Congress of the All-India Federation of Medical 
and Health Workers

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Chandra Kumar Mukherji
Candidate for technical engineering education, son 
of B. Mukherjee (an AITUC secretary of Uttar 
Pradesh).

Traveller: Whether and when the apprenticeship took place is not clear from the 
archival record

DY34/11465

V. K. Muttatkar
General Secretary of the Mashya Pradesh Kisan 
Sabha, Member of the Central Executive Committee 
of the All India Kisan Sabha (AITUC)

Traveller: AITUC delegation to visit the Agricultural and Forestry Trade Union of the 
GDR from 28.10.-14.11.1969

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Nallakannu
Member of the Committee of the All India Kisan 
Sabha

Traveller: AITUC delegation to visit the Agricultural and Forestry Trade Union of the 
GDR from 28.10.-14.11.1969

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Naumann
Person met: by Sudesh Kochhar, who stayed in the GDR from around the end of 1967 
or the beginning of 1968 for the purpose of apprenticeship or studying (disputed), 
unclear whether he finally started the apprenticeship

DY34/8300

K. N. Nayagam
Secretary General of the Federation of Income Tax 
Employees

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Eydner and Peter Fritz to visit AIBEA 11.12.-
20.12.1968

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Umanath Nayak Member of the AITUC Working Committee Traveller: Study delegation to the GDR from 15.03.-30.03.1969
DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Heinz Neukrantz

From 1959-1982 member of the Presidium of the 
Federal Executive Committee of the FDGB, from 
1965-1982 Secretary for Western Work of the FDGB, 
from 1966-1974 member of the Presidium of the 
Central Executive Committee of the Society for 
German-Soviet Friendship, from 1954-1986 member 
of the FDGB parliamentary group in the 
Volkskammer (GDR parliament), senior SED 
functionary in the Berlin area

Traveller: 29th AITUC Congress from 30.01.-04.02.1973
Correspondent: Letter of thanks from Bhagvati to Neukrantz in a letter dated 
28.02.1973 regarding the joint meeting during the visit to India on the occasion of the 
29th AITUC Congress
Correspondent: Neukrantz also appears many times as a correspondent and decision-
maker in internal communication between FDGB secretaries

DY34/9830
DY34/11464

Jagdish Oberain AIBEA Secretary for New Delhi

Heinz Oehler

From 1961-1966 Chairman of the Central Executive 
Committee of the Printing and Paper Workers' Union 
(FDGB); 1961-1973 Member of the Federal Executive 
Committee of the FDGB; from 1966 Deputy Director, 
from 1969-1973 Director of the "Fritz Heckert" Trade 
Union University; for many years President of the 
International Standing Committee of the Trade 
Unions of the Graphic Industry

Does not appear in the list, but is repeatedly involved in (FDGB-internal) 
correspondence.

a.o. DY34/11464

Werner Oertelt
Chairman of the Chemical, Glass and Ceramic 
Workers' Union (FDGB)

Invited: by the Industrial Union of Chemical Workers on the occasion of the 6th World 
Conference of the Oil, Chemical and Allied Workers, 18.05.-28.05.1971

DY34/8300

Joachim Oesterheld

student of South Asia in East Berlin till 1967, 
following staff of GDR embassy in India at least in 
early 1970s, later professor for modern South Asian 
history at Humboldt-Universität Berlin

Correspondent: appears in a Reisebericht as a correspondent for the GDR trade 
mission or GDR embassy in India

Arno Otto Vice-Chairman of the IG Metall of the FDGB
Traveller: 2nd conference of the National Federation of Metal and Engineering 
Workers of India (AITUC) from  01.02.-02.02.1964

DY34/10520

S. D. Pandey INTUC secretary
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Hans Lorenz and Erhard Hain on the occasion of 
the 22nd INTUC Congress from 28.11.-01.12.1980

DY34/12276

Dr. K. L. Pandhe
Person met: by Delegation of the health workers' union (FDGB) of Günther Plarre and
Dr. Ursula Rabe on the occasion of the 2nd Congress of the All-India Federation of 
Medical and Health Workers from 22.10.-23.10.1966

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

G. G. Paradkar
General Secretary of the Oil and Natural Gas 
Commission Employees Mazdoor Sabha (HMS)

Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

H. L. Parvana i.a. 1962-1975 AIBEA secretary

Person met: by FDGB delegation during an AIBEA visit to India by Heinz Eydner and 
Peter Fritz from 11.12.-20.12.1968
Traveller: 7th WGB Congress in Hungary and subsequent medical treatment in GDR in 
the period 17.10.-12.12.1969
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 16th AIBEA Conference from 16.04-20.04.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/8320
DY34/10520

S. L. Passey INTUC secretary
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Beyreuther, Heinz Franke, Peter Fritz 
and Vera Hartmann on the occasion of the 21st INTUC Congress from 28.11.-
02.12.1976

DY34/10239
DY34/10488
DY34/11465
DY34/12252

Rajni Patel
President of the RMMS, Chairman of the INC 
Bombay

Rajni Patel is mentioned in a letter dated 29.05.1973 from the GDR Consul General of 
Bombay Mr. Franke, who suggests inviting D. S. Pavaskar to the GDR from Geneva for 
5-7 days as he is one of Rajni Patel's principal supporters

DY34/11464

D. P. Pathak INTUC Vice-President in Madhya Pradesh Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

S. G. Patkar Traveller: to the GDR at the beginning of September 1969 with unknown occasion
DY34/8300

A. Shreeram Paul
Vice-President of the Hindustan Aeronautics 
Employees Association (AITUC)

Traveller: Trade union seminar in GDR 23.10-30.11.1972
DY34/11464

D. S. Pavaskar RMMS Secretary for Organisation
Traveller: international trade union meeting in Geneva from 06-27.06.1973, possibly 
also GDR visit

DY34/11464

Mr. Pavelzik
Vice-Chairman of the Land, Food and Forestry Trade 
Union (FDGB)

Person met: by AITUC delegation of the Y. V. Krishnarao, Vald Chajjumal, Nallakannu 
and V. K. Muttatkar to visit the Agricultural and Forestry Trade Union of the GDR from 
28.10.-14.11.1969

DY34/8300
DY34/10520
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Peuker
Person met: by Sudesh Kochhar, who stayed in the GDR from around the end of 1967 
or the beginning of 1968 for the purpose of apprenticeship or studying (disputed), 
unclear whether he finally entered the country

DY34/8300

Dr. Ludwig Pfeiffer

From 1963-1986, member of the NDPD 
parliamentary group in the Volkskammer (GDR 
parliament); petrologist at the Institute for 
Mineralogy and Deposit Science at the Freiberg 
Mining Academy

Traveller: Afro-Asian Symposium from 25.04.-02.05.1966 in India, on behalf of the 
State Secretariat for Higher and Technical Education of the GDR

DY34/8320

Mr. Pflaum MAW
Person met: by Labour Minister of Kerala T. K. Divakaran during own-initiative visit to 
the GDR from 12.03.-16.03.1968

DY34/10520

Günther Plarre Berlin-Buch Clinic, Health Service Union (FDGB)
Travellers: from 20.10.-02.11.1966 on the occasion of the 2nd Congress of the All India 
Federation of Medical and Health Workers

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Annerose Polacek
Person met: during Friendship visit of B. Bhagwati and his wife to the GDR from 21.08.-
27.08.1973

DY34/10138
DY34/10520
DY34/11464

Tulsidas Poria Member of the State Executive of AITUC in Gujarat Traveller: Study delegation to the GDR in the district of Gera from 06.06.-16.06.1969
DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Posselt
Chairman of the IG Textilien, Bekleidung und Leder 
(Textiles, Clothing and Leather Trade Union)

Correspondent: Invitation of a study trip to the GDR to the Kapra Mazdoor Ekta Union 
(AITUC) in a letter of 15.01.1971

DY34/8300

Kamalkar Potdar
Traveller: on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the FDGB from 10.06.-20.06.1975 
in the GDR

DY34/11464

Shashi Pradhan

Sudir Prasad
Member of the Panposh Mazdoor Union (INTUC), 
apprentice and later student of mechanical 
engineering in the GDR.

Traveller: from 1974 onwards considered as an apprentice in the GDR, presumably 
enrolled for university studies in mechanical engineering in the GDR from 01.09.1976 
onwards

DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Bajpai Ambika Prassad
Honorary member of the central leadership of the 
AITUC, vice-chairman of the Uttar Pradesh district, 
member of the CPI (M)

Traveller: Study delegation to the GDR from 26.07.-14.08.1967
DY34/8300
DY34/10520

L. M. Prodhan
M.L.A., INTUC-Working Committee, National Union 
of Plantation Workers (INTUC)

Dr. Ursula Rabe Health Service Union (FDGB)
Traveller: from 20.10.-02.11.1966 on the occasion of the 2nd Congress of the All India 
Federation of Medical and Health Workers.

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Ram Pravesh Ram Traveller: Trade union seminar in GDR 23.10-30.11.1972 DY34/11464
G. Ramanujam INTUC General Secretary Correspondence: Invitation to the Silver Jubilee of INTUC on 03.05.1972 DY34/11464

Eswara Rao
Member of the Central Committee of AIBEA, 
Secretary of the GDR-India Friendship Society 
Hyderabad

Traveller: Delegation of the Indo-GDR Friendship Society from 27.03.-13.04.1972
DY34/11464

Anindya Ray AITUC member
Traveller: Apprenticeship as a book printer from mid-April 1971 in the GDR, but 
discontinued at Ray's request, stating his wish to continue his revolutionary activities 
in Rome

DY34/8300

K.V. Raghunata Reddy 

Member of the Rajya Sabha from 1962-68, 1968-74 
and 1974-1980, Union Minister of Labour under 
Indira Gandhi, INC, Governor of Tripura, West Bengal 
and Odisha from 1990s.

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Neukrantz and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 29th AITUC Congress from 30.01.-04.02.1973
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Beyreuther, Heinz Franke, Peter Fritz 
and Vera Hartmann on the occasion of the 21st INTUC Congress from 28.11.-
02.12.1976

DY34/9830
DY34/10239
DY34/10488
DY34/11464
DY34/11465
DY34/12252

Mr. Rehmer
Representative of the local office of the Trade 
Mission in Bombay

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Alfred Wilke and Veronika Lieb on the occasion of 
the 27th AITUC Congress from 16.05.-22.05.1966

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Santosh Kumar Rodgers Secretary of the INTUC Rajasthan Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Fritz Rösel
Member of the Presidium and Secretary of the FDGB 
Federal Executive Committee

Traveller: 31st AITUC Congress from 26.10.-31.10.1980
DY34/12276

Fanny Rosenthal Interpreter
Person met: by Indian metalworkers' delegation of Mohammed Elias and
Kali Mukherjee from 05.10.-17.10.1968

DY34/10520

Amit Roy
Member of the CPI, father also a member of the CPI, 
personally recommended by S.A. Dange for further 
engineering studies in the GDR.

Apprentice: in the GDR as of September 1975
Engineering student: probably from 1977

DY34/11464
DY34/11465

D. Rudraisah Member of the INTUC Karnatakh Ad-Hoc Committee Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Mr. Sachse
Head of the local office of the Trade Mission of the 
GDR in Bombay

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Alfred Wilke and Veronika Lieb on the occasion of 
the 27th AITUC Congress from 16.05.-22.05.1966

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Ram Sahay AITUC member
Traveller: possibly in the spring of 1970 on the occasion of medical treatment or a 
recreational stay

DY34/8300

M. K. Salvi
General secretary of the Petroleum Workers Union 
(AITUC)

Traveller: possible AITUC study delegation to the GDR around August 1973
DY34/11464

Rajinder Sayal Treasurer of the AIBEA

Max Sefrin DEUSASIG representative
Traveller: National Conference for the Recognition of the GDR under International Law 
in India 14.09.-15.09.1969

DY34/8300

Kurt Selbmann
Deputy Head of Department for International Affairs 
at the FDGB Federal Executive Committee

Correspondent: Kurt Selbmann repeatedly appears in internal and external FDGB 
communication.
Traveller: 2nd Conference of the National Federation of Metal and Engineering 
Workers of India (AITUC) from 01.02.-02.02.1964
Traveller: Representative delegation of the FDGB in India from 04.10.-17.10.1968
Person met: (possibly) by Sudesh Kochhar, who was in the GDR from around the end 
of 1967 or the beginning of 1968 on the occasion of his apprenticeship or studies 
(disputed)

DY34/8300 
DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Aron Sen Textile and Garment Workers' Union (AITUC)
Traveller: GDR stay from 11.06.-01.07.1973 with interim participation in the meeting 
of the Administrative Committee of the TUI Textil-Bekleidung-Leder (textile, clothing, 
leather) in Lodz from 18.06.-23.06.1973

DY34/11464

Arno Schäfer Secretary to the FDGB Federal Executive Committee

Correspondent: Arno Schäfer repeatedly appears as a correspondent and decision-
maker. He appears, among other things, in relation to a apprenticeship delegation 
from January 1967 to May 1968, in relation to a study trip of the AITUC from 15.03.-
30.03.1969 and the National Conference for the Recognition of the GDR under 
International Law from 14.09.-15.09.1969

DY34/8300
DY34/10520
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Bernhard Schünke
Cultural Attaché of the Trade Mission of the GDR in 
Delhi

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Alfred Wilke and Veronika Lieb on the occasion of 
the 27th AITUC Congress from 16.05.-22.05.1966

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Wolfgang Schüssler GDR Ambassador to India
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Margarete Müller, Max Lamprecht and Hartmut 
Siegemund on the occasion of the 30th AITUC Congress from 13.10.-17.10.1976

DY34/11465

Schwalbe FDGB Secretariat Member

Dr. Ranen Sen

Senior Vice-President of the AITUC, President of the 
AITUC from 1973 to 1976, Member of the Third, 
Fourth and Fifth Lok Sabha of, Member of the 
National Council of the CPI. 

Traveller: AITUC delegation on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the GDR and 
medical treatment as of September 1969

DY34/8300

Ratilal Shah
President of the Gujrat State Corporation Employees 
Federation (INTUC)

Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

A. P. Sharma INTUC President and Minister for Ports and Tourism
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Fritz Rösel on the occasion of the 31st AITUC 
Congress from 26.10.-31.10.1980

DY34/12276

M. Bhadramurthi Sharma
General Secretary of the Visakhapatnam Dock and 
Harbour Workers' Union (AITUC)

Traveller: visit to the conference of the TUI Transport in the GDR from 12.05.-
16.05.1969; acute illness during stay and unscheduled extended stay

DY34/8300

P. D. Sharma President of the Mazdoor Ekta Committee Traveller: Medical treatment in the GDR as of 16.08.1971 DY34/8300

Anandrao Shinde
Member of the Burhanpur Tapti Mill Mazdoor Sangh 
(HMS)

Traveller: May Day Delegation to GDR 1973
DY34/11464

Hartmut Siegemund
Lecturer at the FDGB trade union university "Fritz 
Heckert" in Bernau

Traveller: 30th AITUC Congress from 13.10.-17.10.1976, followed by a lecturers' tour 
of India

DY34/6923
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Jasawant Singh
General Secretary of the Punjab Road Transport 
Workers Union (AITUC)

Traveller: Visit to the conference TUI Transport in the GDR from 12.05.-16.05.1969
DY34/8300

Pardhuman Singh

Member of the General Council of the AITUC, 
Secretary of the Punjab Trade Union Congress and 
textile union leader, member of the Punjab Council 
of the CPI.

Traveller: AITUC Study Delegation to the GDR 19.11.-30.11.1974

DY34/11464

Ramdas Singh
General Secretary of the Koyala Mazdoor Union 
(HMS)

Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Sudama Singh
Joint Secretary of the D.C.C. Karamchari Sangh 
(INTUC)

Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

Tarkeshwar Singh Koyala Ispat Mazdoor Panchayat (HMS) Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 04.09.-19.10.1974
DY34/11464
DY34/11465

U. Singh
Chairman of the Central Government Employees 
Union

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Eydner and Peter Fritz to visit AIBEA 11.12.-
20.12.1968

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

S. K. Sinha General Secretary of IFITU

Umalal Sinha
Vice-President of the All-India Defence Employees 
Federation

Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 23.10.-30.11.1972
DY34/11464

Soluski Staff of the Polish Embassy
Representative present: for the US Embassy at the 22nd INTUC Congress 28.11.-
01.12.1980

DY34/12276

Mr. Soni Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 23.10.-30.11.1972 DY34/11464

K. G. Sriwastava
AITUC Secretary for International Relations, from 
1967 AITUC General Secretary

Correspondent: K. G. Sriwastava is the Indian trade unionist who appears most 
frequently in the archives of the period under investigation. He writes and receives 
telegrams and letters in the capacity of International Relations Secretary. These may 
not have been written exclusively by him but only drawn, as was sometimes the 
practice of the FDGB. However, this requires verification in the AITUC archives.
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Alfred Wilke and Veronika Lieb on the occasion of 
the 27th AITUC Congress, 16.05.-22.05.1966
Traveller: General Council Meeting of the WFTU in Bulgaria at the beginning of 
December 1966
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Eydner and Peter Fritz to visit AIBEA from 
11.12.-20.12.1968
Person met: by Hubert Filipowski's lecture tour from 19.11.-14.12.1970
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Margarete Müller, Max Lamprecht and Hartmut 
Siegemund on the occasion of the 30th AITUC Congress, 13.10.-17.10.1976
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Beyreuther, Heinz Franke, Peter Fritz 
and Vera Hartmann around the 21st INTUC Congress and the 15th WFTU bureau 
meeting in Delhi in the period 29.11.-09.12.1976
Traveller: AITUC delegate to the 9th World Trade Union Congress (of the WFTU) in 
Czechoslovakia
Traveller: AITUC delegate to WFTU meeting in Nicosia, Cyprus

DY34/6746
DY34/8320
DY34/10239
DY34/10488
DY34/10520
DY34/11465
DY34/12252
DY34/12276

Jochen Stopperam Employed at VEB Schokopack
Person met: by Supervisor/colleague of Devrabatha Mukherjee, who was present in 
the GDR for apprenticeship between January 1967 and May 1968.

DY34/8300

Mr. Stoye
Possibly a family member of the owners of Stoye-
Fahrzeugbau-Leipzig, which was partially 
nationalised at that time.

Person met: by Labour Minister of Kerala T. Krishnan Divakaran on own-initiative visit 
to the GDR from 12.03.-16.03.1968

DY34/10520

A. S. Subramaniam
a.o. three times elected president of the HMS, 
member of the Praja Socialist Party.

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Neukrantz and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 29th AITUC Congress from 30.01.-04.02.1973

DY34/9830
DY34/11464

Mr. Subramaniam AITUC member Traveller: Apprentice in the GDR as of January 1977 DY34/11465
K. M. Sundaram General Secretary of the Tamil Nadu AITUC Traveller: medical treatment in GDR from 09.04.-04.05.1972 DY34/11464

N. D. Sundriyal
General Secretary of the National Union of Road and 
Transport Workers of India (AITUC)

Traveller: Budapest visit as AITUC delegate from 07.06.1969, subsequent healing visit 
to GDR until about the end of August.
Person met: by Hubert Filipowski's lecturer trip to India from 19.11.-14.12.1970

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Sundreyal they might be the same person
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Dr. Harald Bühl, Kurt Selbmann and Peter Fritz 
from 04.10.-17.10.1968 in India

DY34/8300 
DY34/8320
DY34/10520

N. D. Sundiyal
Person met: by delegation of the health workers' union (FDGB) of Günther Plarre and
Dr. Ursula Rabe on the occasion of the 2nd Congress of the All-India Federation of 
Medical and Health Workers from 22.10.-23.10.1966

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

S. K. Sunyal
General Secretary or Vice-Chairman of the Indian 
Mine Workers Federation (AITUC?)

Traveller: Visit of the IG Bergbau und Energie (mining and energy) (FDGB) in the GDR 
at the beginning of June 1974; afterwards stay on the occasion of a conference in 
Paris

DY34/11464
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Krishna Swami AITUC member Traveller: Presumably holiday visit to the GDR in September 1970. DY34/8300

Vaman Tamhane

Vice-President of the National Federation of Metal & 
Engineering Workers of India, Member of the 
General Council of the AITUC and the Central 
Apprenticeship Council

Traveller: Representative delegation to the GDR and Czechoslovakia end of 1966 or 
beginning of 1967

DY34/8300

Harry Tisch

From 1963 member of the Central Committee of the 
SED, from 1971 candidate and from 1975 member of 
the Politburo of the SED; from 1963 member of the 
Volkskammer (GDR parliament); from 1963 member 
of the State Council and the Presidium of the 
National Council of the National Front; from 1975 to 
1989 Chairman of the FDGB

Traveller: 9th World Trade Union Congress in Prague.
Correspondent: Harry Tisch is written to several times, and appears as a signatory of 
documents to Indian trade unions in his role as FDGB President

a.o. 
DY34/11464

Ram Lal Thakar INTUC secretary
Person met: by FDGB delegation of Wolfgang Alster and Peter Fritz on the occasion of 
the 16th AIBEA Conference and the 25th anniversary of AIBEA in the period 10.04.-
24.04.1971

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Günther Thude
Director of Social Security Fund at the Federal 
Executive Committee of the FDGB

Traveller: to India from 01.04.-18.04.1975
DY34/10138

Prof. Dr. Johanna Töpfer

Member of the SED from 1949, 1956-1959 member 
of the FDGB Federal Executive Committee, 1965-
1970 lecturer and deputy director of the Fritz 
Heckert Trade Union University, from 1971 deputy 
chairwoman of the FDGB, 1971-1989 member of the 
Central Committee of the SED

Person met: by friendship visit of B. Bhagwati and his wife to the GDR from 21.08.-
27.08.1973.
Traveller: World Peace Council Meeting, stay in India from 22.04.-29.04.1976

DY34/10138
DY34/10520
DY34/11464
DY34/11465
DY34/12276

Manfred Uhlig
Person met: by Manohar Lal, 
J. Chitharanjan and K. M. Sundaramder during medical treatment in GDR from 09.04.-
04.05.1972

DY34/11464

Ms. Ullrich DEUSASIG representative
Person met: by Labour Minister of Kerala T. Krishnan Divakaran during own-initiative 
visit to the GDR from 12.03.-16.03.1968.

DY34/10520

Dr. A. R. Veeraswamy Secretary for Organising of INTUC Andhra Pradesh Traveller: 30th anniversary of the FDGB from 10.06.-20.06.1975
DY34/11464

J. Viswanathan 
Secretary of the Rajasthan State Committee of  
AITUC

Traveller: AITUC delegation on the occasion of the First of May and 7th FDGB 
Congress 1968

DY34/8300

S. K. Vyas
Deputy General Secretary of the All India Federation 
of Audit Bureau Employees

Person met: by FDGB delegation of Heinz Eydner and Peter Fritz to visit AIBEA 11.12.-
20.12.1968

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Herbert Warnke

From 1923 member of the Communist Party of 
Germany; from 1949 member of the Central 
Committee of the SED and deputy in the 
Volkskammer (GDR parliament); from 1958 member 
of the Politburo of the SED, from 1948-1975 
Chairman of the FDGB Federal Executive Committee

Correspondent: A series of greetings, including on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary celebrations of the AITUC, 05.11.-06.11.1970
Correspondent: Letter to INTUC President Bose, with the aim of establishing formal 
relations with the FDGB
Correspondent: Appears in numerous other (formal) correspondences, especially as a 
signatory of greetings. It can be assumed that he did not usually draft the letters.

a.o.
DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Wehowski Deputy Secretary of DEUSASIG
Correspondent: on the occasion of a friendship meeting at VEB Fotochemische Werke 
on 16.08.1972

DY34/10520

Günter Wetuschat Directorate Head of the MAW
Person met: by Labour Minister of Kerala T. Krishnan Divakaran on own-initiative visit 
to the GDR from 12.03.-16.03.1968.

DY34/10520

Irmtraud Wilde
Interpreter; staff member of the International 
Affairs Department at the Federal Executive 
Committee of the FDGB

Person met: by AITUC study delegation of Dushasan Jena and Tulsidas Poria from 
06.06.-16.06.1969.
Travellers: AIRF visit to India from 20.05.-30.05.1979

DY34/8300
DY34/10520
DY34/11372

Alfred Wilke
Member of the Presidium of the FDGB Federal 
Executive Committee

Traveller: 27th AITUC Congress from 16.05.-22.05.1966
Correspondent: Rejects Kanti M. Barot's request for GDR visit for 1970

DY34/8320
DY34/10520

Walter Woenne Employee of the FRG Embassy
Representative present: for the US Embassy at the 22nd INTUC Congress 28.11.-
01.12.1980

DY34/12276

Dr. Renate Wünsche

Member of the International Commission of the 
Federal Executive Committee of the FDGB, Head of 
Department at the German Academy of Political and 
Legal Sciences "Walter Ulbricht".

D. K. Yadav Secretary of the U.P. Trade Union Congress (AITUC) Traveller: Trade union seminar in the GDR from 23.10.-30.11.1972
DY34/11464

Ernst Zillmann
Chairman of the Trade Union Committee at VVB 
Bauelemente und Vakuumtechnik

Person met: by Indian metalworkers' delegation of Mohammed Elias and Kali 
Mukherjee from 05.10.-17.10.1968
Person met: by Indian metalworkers' delegation of B. Mukherjee and Nazar 
Mohammad from 13.11.-23.11.1970

DY34/8300
DY34/10520

Horst-Dieter Zimmer MfAA employee
Person met and rapporteur: Submits report on the visit of the Minister of Labour of 
Kerala T. K. Divakaran to the GDR from 12.03.-16.03.1968

DY34/10520

Mr. Zimmermann Member of the National Council of the GDR
Person met: by Labour Minister of Kerala T. Krishnan Divakaran on own-initiative visit 
in the GDR from 12.03.-16.03.1968

DY34/10520
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Acronyms

ADN GDR General News Service (Allgemeiner Deutscher Nachrichtendienst)

AFL-CIO American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations

AIBEA All India Bank Employees Association

AINEF All India Newspaper Employees Union

AIR All-India Radio

AIRF All India Railway Workers Union

AITUC All India Trade Union Council

ANC African National Congress South Africa

BGL Company Trade Union Leadership (Betriebsgewerkschaftsleitung)

BMS Bharatiya Mazdooe Sangh

BTUK Bangladesh Trade Union Centre

CCGE Central Employees Union

CPI Communist Party of India

CPI (M) Communist Party of India (Marxist)

CRZZ Central Council of the Polish Trade Union Movement

CSSR Czechoslovak Socialist Republic

DEUSASIG German-Southeast Asian Society (of the GDR)

DLK Public Services Enterprise in the GDR (Dienstleistungskombinat)

DRK German Red Cross (Deustches Rotes Kreuz)

DRV Demokratische Republik Vietnam

EASI The Employees State Insurance

EEC European Economic Community

EFL Egyptian Trade Union Confederation

FRG Federal Republic of Germany

GDR German Democratic Republic

HMS Hind Mazdoor Sabha

IG Industrial Union (Industriegewerkschaft)

IFCTU International Confederation of Free Trade Unions

IFITU Indian Federation of Independent Trade Unions

IG Tun
Industrial Union for Transport and Information Workers 
(Industriegewerkschaft Transport- und Nachrichtenwesen, FDGB sub-union)

ILO International Labour Organisation

INC Indian National Congress

INTUC Indian National Trade Union Congress

ITF International Transport Workers' Federation

KDVR (North) Korean General Federation of Trade Unions

KfL District Companies for Agricultural Engineering (Kreisbetriebe für Landtechnik)

1



Acronyms
KIM Industrial Animal Husbandy Complex in the GDR (Kombinat Industrielle Mast)

LPG Agricultural Production Cooperative (Landwirtschaftliche Produktionsgenossenschaft)

MAW VEB Messgeräte- und Amaturenwerk „Karl Marx“

MfAA Ministry for Foreign Affairs

NEPTE National Federation of Postal and Telegraph Workers

NFPT National Federation of Postal and Telegraph Workers of India

OSSR Armed Forces of the CSSR

PRB Peoples Republic of Bulgaria

PSI Public Service International

PTI Press Trust of India

RMMS Rashtriya Mill Mazdoor Sangh

ROH Revolutionary Trade Union Movement of the OSSR

RSP Revolutinary Socialist Party (India)

SED Socialist Unity Party of Germany (Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands)

SSJ Trade Union Confederation of Yugoslavia

SZOT Central Council of Hungarian Trade Unions

TCD Vietnamese Confederation of Trade Unions of the DRV

TUC British Trade Union Congress

TUI Trade Union International (of the WFTU)

UGSR General Federation of Trade Unions of Romania

UTUC United Trade Union Congress

VEB Public Owned Enterprise (Volkseigener Betrieb)

WFW World Federation of Scientists

WFTU World Federation of Trade Unions

WZSPS Central Council of Soviet Trade Unions

2



List of Archival Records

Signature File Keeping Office Sources from the Period  Extent of India references in respective records 
measured in A4 pages (approx.)

Entire archival record with 
India reference

Archival record with partial 
India reference

DY34/6746 Büro Harry Tisch 1978-1980 12
DY34/6923 Abteilung Internationale 

Verbindungen
1975 4

DY34/8300 Abteilung Internationale 
Verbindungen

1967-1971 514

DY34/8320 Abteilung Internationale 
Verbindungen

1966-1970 111

DY34/9830 Büro Margarete Müller 1973 16
DY34/10138 Abteilung Internationale 

Verbindungen
1975 8

DY34/10239 Büro Beyreuther 1976 12
DY34/10488 Abteilung Internationale 

Verbindungen
1976 15

DY34/10520 Abteilung Internationale 
Verbindungen

1966-1974 316

DY34/10861 Büro Margarete Müller 1973 17
DY34/11372 Abteilung Internationale 

Verbindungen
1979 9

DY34/11464 Sektor 
Afrika/Asien/Lateinamerika

1971-1977 601

DY34/11465 Sektor 
Afrika/Asien/Lateinamerika

1973-1978 131

DY34/12252 Abteilung Internationale 
Verbindungen

1976 9

DY34/12276 Büro Bochow 1976-1982 63
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